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School Captains  Charlie Visser, Oscar Reid 

Congratulations – ‘Anything Goes’ Production
Last Thursday night I was delighted to be in the audience with hundreds of parents and staff and 
was thoroughly entertained with this year’s musical production of ‘Anything Goes’. I am extremely 
proud of all of the students who contributed to its resounding success. The performers were 
brilliantly directed and mentored by our Drama staff (pictured in order) – Rachelle Heath, Pasquale 
Bartalotta and Hamish Anderson and were superbly supported by Rein Kivivali, Mark Curnow and 
the Sound and Light Crew I wish to thank everyone who lent their support to the production with 
their attendances over the three evenings. 

Congratulations in particular to our fantastic Theatre Arts Captains – Marcus Harvey and Noah Gill 
- for their leadership and encouragement of the students who represented all year levels. It was so 
heartwarming to witness such strong collaboration and inclusiveness amongst the students and I 
am confident that this experience will be long remembered by all.
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Deborah Harman
Principal
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Principals’  Perspective
Semester One Conclusion
Well done to all students involved in recent examinations and major assessment tasks. The 
past few weeks have been extremely busy with semester one examinations for Years 10 and 11 
students as well as for over 600 students who sat for the General Achievement Test (GAT) as part 
of their VCE Unit 3 and 4 studies. I thank all teaching staff for their dedicated work and fantastic 
support of our students.

Our Year 10 students will conclude their week of Work Experience today as will our Year 9 
students who have enjoyed the annual City Experience as part of the 2019 Endeavour Program. 
Back at school this term has seen many lunchtime clubs, committees and competitions that have 
involved hundreds of our students and showcased the incredible talents, skills and interests 
within our student body.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge my outstanding teaching and Educational 
Support staff who have ensured such a successful term for our students. Balwyn High School is 
always such a busy place – both at the classroom level as well as throughout our celebrated co-
curricular program. The commitment to excellence was again well and truly evident throughout 
the ten weeks. I therefore extend my sincere appreciation to all staff, students and their families 
and wish them all a safe, refreshing, relaxing and enjoyable holiday break.

Snapshots
Rohan Varsani – Australian Scout Medallion

We were recently notified by the Chief Commissioner of Scouts Victoria that Rohan, who 
participates in the 1st Balwyn Scout Troup, has achieved the prestigious Australian Scout 
Medallion. To attain the top award in each of the five sections of Scouting 
‘reflects initiative in tackling this challenge, sustained effort over months 
and years, plus self discipline, teamwork and leadership’.

Only a small percentage of participants reach this level. Rohan is one of 
the top achievers among Scouting’s 47 million members globally.

Congratulations Rohan.

Snapshots
Stella Reid, Year 10 student

Recently, Stella represented Vic Metro in the AFLW Under 16s against Vic Country. When 
reflecting on the experience, Stella said that, “It is amazing how far women’s footy is coming 
along. In the next five years the standard is going to at 
least double for the AFLW.” She has also stated that she is 
eternally grateful to be in the mix of it.

Congratulations Stella.

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


3
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 10  28 JUNE 2019

Principals’  Perspective

Snapshots
Udeni Undugodage - City of Whitehorse Young Person of the Month

At just fifteen years of age, Udeni Undugodage already represents the spirit of community 
service and active participation.

As a member of the 3rd Box Hill Extreme Guides for the past nine years, Udeni’s contribution 
to her local community has been immense.

She has organised and led two Mother’s Day High Tea fundraiser events, led patrols of 
Guides to win the Maroonday Whitehorse Lady Stradbroke Cup and a gold pennant at 
Scout Cohen Shield 2016.

She has also completed her Queen’s Guide Award, which involved coaching a local girls’ 
basketball team, serving food to the disadvantaged, learning French, 
performing in a choir (all the way to the USA!) and completing her first aid 
qualification.

Udeni has also achieved excellence at school both academically and 
musically – well done Udeni!

Udeni now goes into the running to become Whitehorse Young Citizen of 
the Year for 2020.

Balwyn High School Aim High Fundraising Campaign

On behalf of School Council I thank those 
families who have already generously 
donated to our AIM HIGH Building Fund as 
a result of receiving our correspondence 
over the past week. 

These tax deductible donations will most 
certainly support our ongoing work to 
provide exceptional facilities for our 
students and staff. Donations will be 
gratefully received throughout semester 
two. Future editions of the Lion will pay 
due recognition to families who have 
supported our efforts in this campaign. 

We are very much looking forward to 
seeing the Senior School Building precinct 
start to come to life from early Term 3 when 
the first of the modular structures will be 
delivered to site. I will keep the school 
community updated as further progress is 
made.

Deborah Harman
Principal

Return to page 1
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Semester 1 Reports Are Now Available
Semester 1 reports have been accessible through Compass for students and parents from 
4.00pm Thursday 27 June, 2019. The Semester 1 reports provide each student with a summary 
of results that he/she has achieved during this semester along with an assessment of their 
approaches to their learning. Students are encouraged to use their semester report, along with 
the learning task comments they received during the semester, to consider what changes can 
be made to their learning during Semester 2 in order to improve their outcomes. Students can 
contact their Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers if they would like advice on how to 
improve their learning.

Bookings for the Term 3 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences
The Term 3 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences will be held on Wednesday 7 August, 2019 
between 1.00 pm and 8.00 pm. Bookings for the conferences will open through the Compass at 
5.00 pm Tuesday 23 July and close at 5.00 pm Tuesday 6 August, 2019. 

End of Term 2
Last Wednesday, all student enrolled in a Unit 3/4 subject completed the statewide General 
Achievement Test (GAT). As well as providing VCAA with an important tool to ensure that our 
internal assessments are accurately assessed, it also provides students with an invaluable 
experience leading towards their end of year examinations. The GAT also represents the 
conclusion of Units 1 and 3 studies and the opportunity for our Year 12 students to participate in 
a range of activities as they commence their final semester of Secondary School. 

The Principal Team were delighted to attend the Year 12 formal with our students at Peninsula 
Docklands. The venue management praised the attitude and behaviour of our students and 
would welcome Balwyn High School in the future. 

During the first weeks of Term 3 we will be conducting a number of information evenings and 
exhibitions directed to senior students and their families which will assist with subject selections 
and inform students about the processes for tertiary entry processes. We encourage parents 
to attend these evenings and engage in conversations with your children about their goals and 
study plans moving forward.

Accurate Student and Family Details
It is important that the school maintains up to date records of all of our students and families.  We 
do need accurate contact details for all our families including telephone numbers, residential and 
postal addresses. Please ensure that if there are any changes to personal details that these are 
accurately reflected Compass. 

David Nichols, Andrew Corr and Josie Millard
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Semester 1 is coming to an end and the Senior School Students can enjoy a well-deserved 
holiday. The last few weeks have been busy with events such as the Year 10 Work Experience, the 
Year 10 and Unit 1 examinations, the VCAA General Achievement Test and the Year 12 Formal. It 
is now time for the students to pause and look back at the achievements of the last few months. 
The students are encouraged to use their break to reflect on the past semester and set some 
new goals for the second half of the year. In particular, the VCE Unit 2 and Unit 4 students are 
now two weeks into their studies and must complete the required holiday homework in order to 
consolidate their learning. The Year 12 students should use their break to review what they have 
learnt so far and continue to prepare for the VCAA Examinations in November, which will require 
to recall knowledge and skills of what they have learnt across the whole year. The beginning of 
Term 3 will see a number of important events such as the Year 10 VCE Careers Expo (25 July), 
the Year 11 Formal (26 July) and the Year 11 Careers Day (30 July).

Conversations during Work Experience
Year 10 Students complete their final day of Work Experience today. All students have been 
visited at their Work Experience or contacted by teachers over the last week. The purpose of the 
teacher visits is to check that students are safe and happy in their work place and, where needed, 
to give suggestions as to how the student can act to get more learning from the experience. It 
also gives us an opportunity to gain some feedback from the employer as to how the student 
has been performing and what they can do to improve. For some students, the experience will 
confirm in them that they need to rethink their learning at school as they would like to change 
direction or create greater opportunities for the future. For many students it will motivate them to 
continue to work hard at school now so that they can realise their ambitions as they complete 
school. Work Experience will certainly assist students as they contemplate subject selection for 
their VCE.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Reflection on the GAT and the Year 12 Formal
On Tuesday 11 June, the Year 12 students officially concluded their Unit 3 SACs on Unit 3 Assessment 
Day, with many sitting a number of assessments on the day. Following this, on Wednesday, all students 
completing a Unit 3/4 subject this year sat the General Achievement Test (GAT), a test of general skills 
in written communication, mathematics, and the humanities. Drawing to a close, there was a gleeful 
thrill in the air, with almost all students in the year level eagerly anticipating the Formal that night.  
The year level had such a marvellous time at the Year 12 Formal, with the ‘Winter Wonderland’ 
theme prevailing in the most elegant setting at the Docklands Sheds. It was a delight seeing 
everyone enjoying themselves for one of the most memorable nights of our final schooling year, 
and we owe a huge thank you to the Formal Committee, Ms. Broadbent, Mr. Gear and Mr. Escurat 
for making it possible.

The night was symbolic of everything we had accomplished as 
Year 12 students thus far: welded as a tight-knit and supportive 
cohort, we had just completed Unit 3, with Semester 1 nearing 
its end. Though challenged by the pressures and demands 
of VCE, the Year 12s have been admirably resilient and supportive 
of one another, and we could not be prouder. 

Jonathan Velonis and Mia Zelesco
Vice Captains

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Learning Tasks and Semester Reports
Feedback is an essential element of the learning process and is fundamental to improving both 
skills and knowledge in every subject area – and indeed every undertaking in life, including 
sports and in the workplace. Throughout the course of the semester, students receive ongoing 
formative feedback from their teachers - through comments and grades on assignments and 
tests, verbal advice and suggestions on class tasks and through the progress report issued at 
the end of term one. Parents also have more direct access to this immediate feedback, through 
Compass Learning Tasks.

On your child’s Learning Tasks you will have received an indication of achievement (usually a 
term which aligns with a percentage grade, such as ‘excellent’ or ‘satisfactory’), a comment 
indicating strengths and weaknesses demonstrated against the task criteria, and also a Victorian 
Curriculum achievement standard. The Victorian Curriculum achievement standards are an 
indication of where your child is at against the state curriculum standards: for Year 7s, the 
expected level at the end of Semester 1 is 6.5, for year 8s it is 7.5 and so on. This means that 
at the end of Year 7, we would expect that our year 7s are at 7.0 if they are at the standard. We 
understand that not all students learn at the same pace, nor are they all learning at the same level 
and measures are always put in place through the sub schools and in classrooms to support 
learning of students at all levels. Where necessary, parent contact will be made to ensure they 
are a part of the learning process.

Semester reports have been released Thursday 27 June and can be accessed via Compass. 
They will provide an overall assessment of your child’s work against the Victorian Curriculum 
achievement standards, with a clear indication of whether they are working at, above or below 
the expected level. If you have any queries about the Learning Task feedback received or the 
Semester Reports, please do not hesitate to contact subject teachers or relevant Year level 
Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers. Parent/Student/Teacher conferences in Term 3 are 
an excellent opportunity to have face-to-face conversations with subject teachers also.

With holidays approaching…
Looking forward, the holidays are rapidly approaching and it’s a good time to remind parents that 
we intentionally do not set homework over the semester break, so that Middle School students 
have time to rest and so that they come back rejuvenated for Term 3. However, maintaining those 
good habits of limiting screen or mobile phone time – and remembering the significant impacts of 
online behaviours and habits on young people - is certainly recommended. Spending time with 
loved ones, quality sleeps, reading books and getting outside and being physically active every 
day are some great ways to ensure a healthy and rejuvenating break. We look forward to seeing 
everyone back, happy and healthy on Monday 15 July.

Andy Smith 
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 
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Student Services News - Be Well at Balwyn

Congratulations!
Well done to all students and staff for completing 
Semester 1. On behalf of Student Services, we wish 
everyone a restful and relaxing term break. 

The Importance of a good night sleep
Sleep research shows that a teenager needs 
between 8 and 10 hours of sleep every night, 
however most teens are sleeping only about seven 
or eight hours a night on average, or even less! 
Chronic sleep deprivation can lead to reduced alertness and concentration, poorer academic 
performance and feelings of sadness and irritability. Getting enough sleep is one of the most 
powerful ways in which we can maintain a positive mood, regulate our emotions and maximise 
our learning throughout the day. 

‘Sleep hygiene’ can be defined as habits that can help us to sleep or stop us from sleeping. Some 
good sleep hygiene habits are listed below:

•	 No TV/computer games/mobile use 1 hour before bed – reading a book is a much better 
alternative. Avoiding technology in the bedroom all together is beneficial. 

•	 Avoid alcohol, caffeine and sugary foods and drinks prior to sleep as these stimulate the 
brain. Maintain a balanced diet during the day and avoid eating 2-3 hours before bed as 
this can interfere sleep. Herbal tea and warm milk is OK.

•	 Do physical activity during the day and limit vigorous exercise 1 hour before bed as this 
can raise body temperature.

•	 Ensure calming regular bed time routines are prioritised. Relaxation techniques such as 
deep belly breathing, a warm bath or mindfulness can support this. 

•	 Use a sleep diary to check whether you are getting enough sleep. If you are worrying 
about things right before bed, record them in a diary and set aside problem solving time 
the next day to deal with any issues. 

•	 Make sure the bedroom is comfortable (temperature, light, noise).
•	 Set regular bedtimes and wake times - try and keep these regular. 
•	 Keep your bed for sleeping. If you do things like study or watch TV in bed, your body 

doesn’t associate bed with being asleep. 
•	 It is best to avoid naps during the day, to make sure that you are tired at bedtime. If you 

can’t make it through the day without a nap, make sure it is for less than an hour and 
before 3 pm.

Remember, there is no such thing as a ‘sleep bank’. Just because you get 10 hours one night, 
doesn’t mean you can get away with only six hours the next night.

Student Services Team

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Anything Goes - Curtain Call
The Theatre Arts team have just come off the back of a successful run of their first musical in 
seven years, ‘Anything Goes’, and we are incredibly proud of the work that our students have put 
in to prepare and rehearse since the start of the year.

Over the last 8 months, Rachelle Heath and Pasquale Bartalotta have been working tirelessly 
to put on a spectacular show for the Balwyn High School Community. The team would love to 
congratulate all of the students who gave their everything to create an incredible piece of musical 
theatre for the community to enjoy. We would also like to thank the staff who helped us and finally, 
we’d love to thank everyone who came and supported our students and enjoyed the show. We 
are very appreciative of everyone who made this experience so special for all of us. The theatre 
is such an important aspect of the community and is a safe and inclusive space for our students 

and we can not wait to do it all over again. Thank you!
Rachelle Heath and Pasquale Bartalotta

Head of Drama and Drama Teacher

Return to page 1
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House 3x3 Basketball Competition
Back for a second year was the House 3x3 Basketball Competition. This sport is played on a half 
court with just one basket and it has essentially the same rules as regular basketball, however, 
every successful ball shot inside the arc of the court is given one point, whereas every ball shot 
behind the arc is awarded two points. It is a fast-paced and exciting game where you do not 
have time to stop and think about a missed shot or even made basket as the play automatically 
continues. 

Throughout Week 8 and 9, over 44 teams across three different age categories, Juniors (Years 
7/8), Intermediates (Years 9 /10) and Seniors (Years 11/12) competed for their respective Houses 
in lunchtime events. 

The competition was knockout based, so if you won you moved on until only one team was 
standing in each division. The Grand Finals for all divisions were played on Thursday 20 June 
with over 600 staff and students in attendance, creating a daunting but exciting atmosphere for 
all participants involved. The top Senior Boys and Girls teams then played exhibition matches 
against teacher teams. 

Congratulations to the champions and grand finalists of each age group, as well as to Edinburgh, 
who narrowly took out the overall champion Trophy based on accumulative points throughout 
the tournament. 

Age Group Winners Runners up
Years 7 & 8 The Greens

Ollie Louey, Michael Nguyen, 
Nicholas Photopoulos, Jordan 
Thomas-Fusca

Bok Bok

Leon Tan, Hamish Cretney, Miles 
Karunanayake, Zeno Calastas

Years 9 & 10 BALA

Arda Killic, Ash Orangi, Liam 
O’Hoy, Blake Italiano

Sweaty Try Hards

Nicholas Kanellis, Julian De Marco, 
Khoi-Viet Doan, John Thompson

Years 11 & 12 Nick Lee

Kennath Christy Alphones, 
Nicholas Lee, Preston Sosic

Get these guys a map

Jonathan Niforas,  
Joshua Maccarrone,  
James Thalappillil

Place House Total Points
1st Edinburgh 110
2nd Windsor 109
3rd Strathmore 97
4th Churchill 52

  

Thanks to the teachers, House Captains, scorers and umpires who volunteered their time to help 
out throughout the week, the players and teachers for getting involved, and everyone who came 
to watch and support. 

Our next major event on the calendar is the House Festival in Term 3, so we encourage everyone 
to get involved in those activities too. 

Chelsea Burns 
House Coordinator

Return to page 1
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House 3x3 Basketball Competition
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The Humanities Experience
“The Humanities define who we are as a people. This is its power – to remind us of what we each 
have in common. To understand our past, grapple with the present and imagine the future. To give 
us hope I the moments of struggles and to bring us together when nothing else will!”

Michelle Obama

Spotlight on Geography
Geography matters today more than ever because our students are growing up in a globalized 
world. Nearly all business is international. Our students will never work in isolation. They need 
to know that the other people they work with, whether in a cubicle down the hall or on a screen 
halfway around the world, all have ideas and value. While they might see the problem and solution 
differently, they still see the problem and have solutions.

Geography matters now more than ever because of global crises that range from migration to 
climate change to pandemics.

Geography matters because learning about problems isn’t enough; we have to take action to 
solve them.

Geography matters because we are all connected. Geography matters because this is our world.”

Source: Chris Heffernan https://www.pbs.org/newshour/education/column-geography-matters-
students-now-ever

What our students say…

Three of our students who completed Units 3 & 4 Geography in 2018 give their perspective. 

Some people think in Geography you just learn about trees. This is a misconception. In VCE 
Geography you learn about real-life global challenges impacting people today.  The knowledge 
you learn in Geography can be applied to the outside world. It is important everyone understands 
how humans impact the environment. I most enjoyed our case study on China and Japan and 
discovering the challenges they have to face with an ageing and growing population. It was really 
interesting learning about their challenges, their responses and the impact this 
had.

The long term benefit of Geography is that the knowledge you learn is 
important for the world. This includes the impacts of climate change through 
deforestation, desertification, and melting ice sheets and glaciers, with a focus 
on the challenges, impacts and responses. This is extremely important for 
young people, who are the future generation, to understand. 

Cora Hayes, Year 12.

Many students believe that Geography is a rather narrow study, relating to just locations and 
the environment, however, it is so much more than that, and encompasses an array of modern 
day problems. I most enjoyed learning about phenomena currently occurring within the world, 
such as the processes of desertification, deforestation and current population issues such as 
ageing.

In the short term, I was able to do an incredibly enjoyable subject and be well 
informed on relevant issues and global affairs. I was able to participate in 
many activities outside of the School such as GeoTECH, which is three days of 
geospatial activities in Melbourne’s CBD. A long term benefit is that I have found 
many career paths and university courses that I am interested in pursuing that 
I didn’t know exist

Patrick Hatzipavlis, Year 12.

Return to page 1
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People often assume Geography relies excessively on memorisation of data and rote-learning 
of concepts. In fact, simply exploring an interest in different regions of the Earth can allow you 
to develop a really detailed geographical knowledge. I enjoyed opening my eyes to the issues 
and challenges of the world’s population in a really unique and engaging way. I have a gained a 
better understanding the future of the world, in regards to our population and how we can improve 
the use the land, water and resources. 

Skills developed in Geography are highly relevant to a range of other subjects, especially those 
requiring analysis of trends, data and understanding the world (such as Outdoor Ed, Biology, 
Health and Human Development and History). Geography also complements other 
purely academic or content based subjects by allowing greater content freedom 
through engaging with current real-life problems and their potential solutions.  

Studying Geography develops love and enjoyment for the natural world and the 
people living on it.  It offers a wider perspective on the suffering for people living 
through the effects of climate change and conflict and the future solutions to these 
challenges.

Anton Zangl, Year 11 
Geography Quiz
1. True or false: the Philippines is the world’s fifth largest English-speaking country by 
population.
2. Which of the following countries has more than one capital city?

a. USA 

b. Australia 

c. South Africa 

d. United Kingdom

3. True or False: Asia is bigger than the moon

4. True or False: Argentina is the largest country in South America by area.

5. Which country borders most countries by land? 

Source: www.worldatlas.com 

Return to page 1
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Year 7 English: Visit from Penni Russon, author of The Endsister 
On 19 June, Penni Russon came to talk to Year 7 students about her debut 
novel, The Endsister. This novel was not so much based on her own family, 
but rather her family’s stories. 

Beautiful and flowing, The Endsister is a book about how a large (and 
dysfunctional) family uproot, moving from their red home in Australia to 
England, where two lonely ghosts and one thing wait.

All the main characters - Sibbi a mischievous four year old, Else a young 
teenager rebelling and Ollie the exasperated mother - Penni Russon 
explained, are all different versions of herself.

In fact, her book started on the online platform ‘Storybird’, where any 
author old and young alike, can type their stories and receive feedback 

off readers. Penni Russon described to students her period of writer’s block, and how it almost 
threatened the existence of this book. With the help of many people, she 
resolved by writing one chapter a week. Her persistence and determination built 
The Endsister, slowly but surely.

Everyone, not only the students, but also the teachers, thoroughly enjoyed Penni 
Russon’s visit.

It would be a pleasure to see her at Balwyn High School for future incursions!

Linda Chen, 7H

Year 12 Winter Warmers

Return to page 1
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Duke of Edinburgh - Wilsons Promontory Camp
Earlier this term the Duke of Edinburgh students went on a three-day, two-night camp at Wilsons 
Promontory. Below is a brief article from Rebecca Sainsbury sharing her experience. 

On Wednesday 22 May, we set off on a 3 hour road trip to Wilsons Promontory. After a few hours 
of watching out the bus window as multiple lane freeways turned into long stretches of road that 
began to twist around densely, forested mountains, and a quick recess at a park, we arrived at 
our destination… However, we weren't exactly there yet. You see, we had arrived at Wilsons Prom, 
however not at our camp site. 

As we adjusted our rather large and exceedingly heavy (well, at least in my case - I brought 
three duffel bags and only two decided to fit) rucksacks to sit on our hips, we were told by our 
instructors from AusCamp that we were to be hiking 1.5 km to our camp site. By car this distance 
would normally take 3 minutes. But by foot, it would take us a back-breaking 45 minutes to walk 

with hills. 

We had a quick break at Squeaky Beach, a beach in which 
the sand is so fine that is squeaks when you shuffle on it. Our 
group arrived at the Tidal River Campsite, unpacked and had 
our lunch, then paid a visit to a Norman Beach to complete a 
few team-building exercises. 

For dinner, we sat in a circle, which no one was allowed to 
cross, otherwise they would have to clean their group's dishes. 
Afterwards we lit our tangrias. A trangia is, to put it quite simply, 
a portable stove that has two pots, one frypan and a spirit 
burner. Our meals went in accordance to our meal plan- soup 
on one night with waffles and bananas for desert. The second 
night was pasta with tomato sauce and custard with fruit for 
desert. However as my group and I went to inspect the other 
groups' delicious meals, we found that some of them perhaps 
needed a little extra thought.

Take one group, who thought that bringing a pack of 20 
sausages and frying them onto the trangia would be a brilliant idea. One of their team members 
spent over an hour scrubbing the burns off the pan. 

I believe that the highlight of our trip were the night walks. At around 8 o'clock, 
all the groups were called in to take a walk down at Norman Beach. We grabbed 
our flashlights and scurried onto the beach. We came across small crabs that 
buried themselves into the sand and we could observe them because the tide 
was far out. We then went to sleep, however, I had the worse sleep, as water 
dripped onto my face while I slept, and due to the fact that I had never slept in a 
sleeping bag before, it had become a mattress and I was shivering.

Rebecca Sainsbury, Yr 9

On behalf of myself, and all of the Duke of Edinburgh students, I would like to thank Louise 
Noonan, Emily Bourke, Jane Willey, Sheena Yaremko and Jennifer Long for helping the camp run 
smoothly and Josie Millard, Chris Greig and Gae Nyhuis for helping the planning and logistics of 
the camp. It was a great experience for all. 

Matthew Grylls
Duke of Edinburgh Coordinator 

Return to page 1
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Sport Socks Blazer Scarf

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
SALE, SALE, SALE! $10 off the marked price of jumpers until the end of Term 2

The Taxman is almost here again and our Chaplaincy Committee seeks your support
Please consider donating today. Your donation will go directly towards covering costs of the 
program at Balwyn High School. If you make a donation before Sunday 30 June, it is tax 
deductible and could help reduce your tax bill while ensuring this valuable service continues.

The Chaplaincy Support Group does what it can to try and cover half the cost of the program 
through volunteers running the Second-hand Book and Uniform Shops. Please keep us in mind 
when allocating your annual donations to worthy causes. If you would like to help support our 
Chaplaincy service you can go to: https://www.korusconnect.org.au/donate

This offers a donation page. Complete the Donation Form by choosingfrom the first drop down 
menu ‘Tax-deductible gift towards School Chaplaincy initiatives’. Under the gift amount please 
state Balwyn High School in the ‘Name of Chaplaincy Support Group’ box. Immediately processed, 
a printable tax-deducting receipt is issued to you, and we are advised of your generosity.

Alternatively, a cheque can be made to: Balwyn Chaplaincy Committee addressed to Chaplain, 
Balwyn High School, Buchanan Ave, Balwyn North 3104 

or you can Direct Transfer to our CBA Account 063-155 1004 3437

We are situated in the canteen in the Science block. Look for the signs.

Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 - 4.30 pm.

We are the place to go to buy and sell second-hand school uniforms. 

Full details are on the school website. Click on School uniforms under the Parents’ tab and follow 
the links to Second-hand Uniforms or email secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

TERM 3 - Looking Ahead
Tuesday 23 July
Band Workshop

Monday 29 July
Junior Concert Band - 
Victorian School Music 
Festival
Hawthorn 

Tuesday 30 July
Winter Concert 1

Thursday 1 August
Winter Concert 2

Wednesday 14 August
Small Ensembles Concert

Winter Concerts
The Winter Concerts are being held over two nights on Tuesday 30 July and Thursday 1 August 
in the David McGrail Theatre. There are four concerts being held over these two nights. 

This will be the last opportunity for our senior ensembles to perform this year and all of our Year 
12 Music students will be acknowledged at the concerts for their commitment and dedication 
to the music program. The concerts will also be the first performance of A Strings (Beginner 
Strings) and the Training Band. The information related to the concerts, ensemble uniform and 
performances have been provided to all ensembles. Details are also available on the website and 
bookings can be made through try booking. Book early to avoid disappointment as tickets will be 
limited! We look forward to seeing all our new parents at the concerts and also our senior school 
parents who have been with us for the last six years enjoying the music journey of their students.

Australian String Quartet performs at Balwyn High School
On Friday 21 June we were very fortunate to host a performance and masterclasses with the 
Australian String Quartet. This was a wonderful opportunity to hear from this national and 
internationally acclaimed quartet and following this performance we now hope to host the quartet 
for a performance for the entire school community in the future. Many thanks to Alex Hiew for her 
co-ordination of this event.

Music Scholarships 2019
The music scholarships 2019 are to be held in Term 3 with the finals on Tuesday 27 August, this 
is always an exciting event and showcases our students at all levels. The details related to the 
auditions and entries have all been posted on newsfeed and available through the music office. 
We wish all students every success for the auditions and finals.

Music Captains Reflection Semester One
This semester, students engaged in a wide range of musical events, including the annual Gala 
Soiree on March. A number of soloists, as well as the Unit 3 and 4 Jazz Combo (Blue in Green), 
showcased their musical talent and passion on a multitude of instruments in an evening enjoyed 
by the school community. The Soiree also featured guest performances by 2018 Balwyn High 
School alumni, Imogen Spendlove and Vincent Knowles.

The USA Tour also departed in the last week of term one for their tour of Chicago, Boston and 
New York. The tour provided life long experiences for the students which will be cherished forever. 

2019 

AND
YEAR 12 MUSIC STUDENTS’ 

PRESENTATION

Winter Concert 1 - Tuesday 30 July, 6:00-7:00 pm
Training Concert Band, Novice Concert Band, Junior Strings

Winter Concert 2 – Tuesday 30 July, 7:30 -8:45 pm
A-Train Stage Band, Intersection Stage Band, Black Orpheus Stage Band, 
Cantabile Choir, Year 12 Presentation

Winter Concert 3 – Thursday 1 August, 6:00 -7:00 pm
A-String Orchestra, Senior String Orchestra, Newitt String Orchestra, 
Senior Concert Choir, Year 12 Presentation

Winter Concert 4 – Thursday 1 August, 7:30-8:45 pm
Intermezzo String Orchestra, Junior Concert Band, Intermediate Concert Band,
Symphonic Band, Year 12 Presentation

TUESDAY 30 JULY & THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 

BOOK ONLINE NOW  

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music

In Term 2, the Autumn concerts were held consisting of two wonderful nights where many bands 
and musicians of the school music community performed for a packed theatre. A range of different 
genres and styles of songs (from a mid baroque Concerto Grosso to a Jazz Choir arrangement of 
“I Wish” by Stevie Wonder) were showcased that evening.

During Wednesday 3 - Friday 5 May, Black Orpheus, Intersection, and the Jazz Vocal Ensemble 
attended the Generations In Jazz music festival (GIJ) in Mount Gambier. These ensembles along 
with music staff have been preparing for this event since the end of last year. Students were 
able to listen to a range of professional jazz vocalists and instrumentalists, as well as other jazz 
ensembles from schools across Australia and New Zealand. The people featured in GIJ this year: 
James Morrison, Joey Defrancesco (Organ/Sax), Kurt Elling (Vocal), Lizz Wright (Vocal), Rickey 
Woodward (Sax), Julius Rodriguez (Piano/Drums) and the Herbie Hancock band. This experience 
was remarkable, and had been filled with countless memorable moments that will last forever.

During this term, all of our string orchestras attended the Victorian School Music Festival. Students 
had the invaluable opportunity to perform in front of students from other schools in the Hawthorn 
Arts Centre and likewise enjoy the performance of other school string orchestras. During the 
performance workshop, the chief Adjudicator, Soo Han, both refined the repertoire presented by 
the orchestras and inspired students to take their listeners on a journey through music. The Junior 
String Orchestra received a Platinum award, Intermezzo String Orchestra received a Gold award 
and both the Newitt String Orchestra and Senior String Orchestra was awarded Platinum. 

The next semester will be just as exciting with: more concerts, music festivals and performances 
to look forward to. This will all culminate in Presentation Night on Monday 9 December!

Rico Sumalet, Sam Stuchbery, Emily Zhang and Tess Feikema
Music Captains

 
We wish all students a safe and relaxing holiday and look forward to a wonderful term ahead with 
many performances, festivals and competitions for our ensembles.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Australian String Quartet performs at Balwyn High School
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

We would like to wish everyone a safe and enjoyable term holiday and look forward to seeing 
everyone again in Term 3.

A snapshot of Year 10 Science
As part of the Year 10 science electives, students in Forensics and Analytical Science participated 

in extended activities in their final week of Term 2 to conclude what has been an exciting semester. 

Students in Analytical Science worked on a rollercoaster design-construct-optimise activity that 
carried across three periods. Students were responsible for designing their rollercoaster, testing 
their rollercoaster, and redesigning their rollercoaster after reflecting on the performance criteria. 
Their engagement grew, like a runaway carriage, and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Students in Forensics were involved in an investigation framed around a murder mystery. They 
were required to collect and analyse evidence across two periods. Examples of evidence were 
fingerprints, crime scene photos, and interviews of suspects. They then had to analyse the 
evidence and identify who the murderer was. Students enjoyed being able immerse themselves 
in the experience and apply the practical skills they learnt during the semester. Overall, they 
enjoyed the challenging nature of the task as it brought together all that they had learnt during 

the semester. 

Stimulating your minds
To engage your minds over the term break, here are a few lateral thinking puzzles to keep your 
minds active!
1. What’s a five letter word that becomes shorter when you add two letters to it?

2. What is the next letter in this sequence: J F M A M J?
Source: https://www.kidscodecs.com/lateral-thinking-puzzles/

3. A person was drinking a cup of tea when they were suddenly blinded. How?
Source: http://www.puzzles9.com/18-challenging-lateral-thinking-questions-and-answers/

4. If it takes 3 men 3 days to dig 3 holes, how long will it take 3 men to dig ½ of a hole?
Source: https://mathlair.allfunandgames.ca/lateralthinkingpuzzles.php

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://www.kidscodecs.com/lateral-thinking-puzzles/
http://www.puzzles9.com/18-challenging-lateral-thinking-questions-and-answers/
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Name Result Time Team

12-13 Yr Girls Arabella Lesmana 8 11.53 17th

14 Yr Girls Mira Downie 5 12.14 3rd

Joanna Jang 25 13.1 3rd

Mia Kagiaros 28 13.14 3rd

Stephanie Doufas 37 13.35 3rd

14 Yr Boys Jasper Kay-Kneebone 6 10.27 6th

16 Yr Boys Xavier Mackey 10 19.03

17-20 Yr Girls Claire Mcinnes 20 13.09 3rd

Elisabeth Jackson 15 12.53 3rd

Stephanie Manton 14 12.52 3rd

Andrea Kew 37 14.45 3rd

17-20 Yr Boys James Lauder 16 18.57 2nd

Ryan Tay 7 18.21 2nd

Oscar Reid 20 19.13 2nd

Connor Downie 15 18.56 2nd

Regional Cross Country 2019 - Top 10

Left
Arabella Lesman

Mira Downie

Ryan Tay

Right
Jasper Kay-
Kneebone

Xavier Mackey

http://
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Boys 17-20 Cross Country Team Girls 17-20 Cross Country Team

Interschool Sport Results      
Year 7 Round Robin      

SPORT GIRLS A BOYS A GIRLS B BOYS B GIRLS C BOYS C

AFL PLACED PLACED

BADMINTON WON WON R/UP WON WON R/UP

NETBALL PLACED R/UP PLACED

FOOTBALL 
(SOCCER) WON WON WON

Year 8 Round Robin      

SPORT GIRLS A BOYS A GIRLS B BOYS B GIRLS C BOYS C

AFL PLACED

BADMINTON WON WON WON WON R/UP WON

NETBALL PLACED PLACED PLACED

FOOTBALL 
(SOCCER)

R/UP 3RD R/UP

Year 7 Boys & Girls Badminton Teams Year 7 Boys Soccer Team A

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Year 7 Girls Netball Team 1 Year 7 Girls Netball Team 2

Year 7 Girls Netball Team 3Year 7 Girls Soccer Team

Year 7 Boys Soccer Team B Year 8 Boys AFL Team

Year 8 Boys Soccer Team A Year 8 Boys Soccer Team B

http://
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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