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Congratulations – Winter Concerts
Last week I had the pleasure of attending the four Winter Concerts that featured hundreds of 
students in the various orchestras, choirs and bands. All four concerts were close to sell-outs and 
the audiences were full of praise and appreciation for what we recognise as one of the best music 
programs in the state. Most certainly under the inspirational leadership of Bernadette Clayton, 
and with the wonderful calibre of our music staff the program continues to excel on every level. I 
could not have been more proud of the students – including those who performed for the first time 
in concert, as well as over 30 Year 12 students who were formally farewelled at the conclusion of 
both evenings and who have participated magnificently over the past six years – many in multiple 
ensembles and orchestras. Well done to all of them for their commitment, dedication and loyalty 
for the program. 

As part of the concerts, Stone Chen (2018 Music Captain) returned to play with Black Orpheus. 
Stone’s commitment to the music program over his time at Balwyn High School was outstanding 
and the large audience was delighted to see 
his strong connection with the stage band 
again on Tuesday evening. His parents were 
also in attendance and we duly recognised 
their generosity from the end of last year when 
they presented the school with $10,000 that 
has been used, along with funds from our 
Parents and Friends of Music, to purchase a 
magnificent new baby grand piano.

Senior School Precinct Update
We are looking forward to receiving the first 
of the modular buildings in coming weeks 
after many months of site preparation and the 
completion of the senior school locker bays. 
The buildings are currently being constructed 
off-site by Fleetwood Constructions in Bendigo. 
Andrew Corr, Assistant Principal, and Maggie 
Bozinis, Facilities Manager, visited Bendigo on 
Wednesday and were really impressed by the architectural design and the learning spaces. We 
will keep the community updated but in the meantime we thank our students and staff for their 
understanding and support with site restrictions and room changes.

AIM High Fundraising Campaign
On behalf of School Council, I extend my appreciation to the families who have donated to our AIM 
High Building Fundraising Campaign. Your generosity will help to support future facilities projects 
following the completion of our Senior School Precinct project. We are committed to providing and 
maintaining the best facilities and programs for our students. In order to do so we need to rely on 
locally raised funds as we are no longer eligible for Department grants for building projects. 

Donations can be made at any time and are fully tax deductible. Thank you in advance.

Deborah Harman
Principal

Calendar of Events

Thursday 15 August 
Year 9 Elective Expo
X Wing, 4.30 PM

Year 8 Parent Information 
Night
David McGrail Theatre, 6.30 PM

Save the Date

Presentation Night 
Monday 9 December 2019
Hamer Hall

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

What is the reporting schedule at Balwyn High School for Semester 2, 2019? 
Please note these important reporting dates.

Date Event

Wednesday 7 August Term 3 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

Thursday 19 September Term 3 Progress Reports

Friday 13 December Semester 2 Reports – Years 7 – 11

Mid-December Distribution of the Graduation Profile to Year 12 students

A key feature of the school’s reporting is continuous reporting which is where Years 7 – 10 students 
(and parents) receive written comments through Compass on three Common Assessment Tasks 
(CATs). The number of written comments on School Assessed Coursework (SACs) VCE students 
(and parents) receive through Compass will depend on what is prescribed in the particular 
subject’s study design. Students receive ongoing verbal feedback in class and their assessment 
pieces also contain written comments. 

Using Compass
Compass is the school’s learning management system and provides parents with an comprehensive 
snapshot of their son/daughter’s education at Balwyn High School, including My News, attendance 
data, semester reports, learning task feedback, course information, paying for excursions and the 
like. Parents are urged to check their Compass account at least once a week. Parents must always 
ensure their contact details are current and can do this by clicking on Tools > Update My Details.

Subject Selection 2020
In recent weeks much information has been provided to students and parents to assist them with 
their subject selection in 2020. 

The Principal Team thanks all of those who parents attended relevant ‘expos’ and information 
evenings and acknowledge the tremendous efforts of staff who have supported this process. 
Parents are encouraged to continue to support this process by reading the relevant handbook 
and discussing subject selection with their children. In order to avoid disappointment it is also 
important that you familiarise yourself with the eligibility requirements to gain early entry into VCE 
subjects.

Return to page 1
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

Construction Update
Although the work on campus has mostly involved 
demolition and site preparation, the Modular nature 
of our new building means most of the construction is 
occurring off site in Bendigo. We were very excited to 
visit the construction on Wednesday and walk through 
a completed new C Block which is ready for delivery.  
The rooms are large and light and reminiscent of the 
learning spaces students enjoy in the current E Block.  
We look forward to the delivery of this new building 
within the coming weeks.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr and Josie Millard
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Year 10 VCE and Careers Expo
On Thursday 25 July, Year 10 students participated in the VCE Subject and Careers Expo. The 
Expo provided an opportunity for students and parents to link VCE subject selections with 
prerequisite studies, tertiary studies and career paths. Australian Catholic University, Deakin 
University, La Trobe University, the University of Melbourne, Monash University, RMIT University, 
Swinburne University, William Angliss Institute, Central Queensland University and Torrens 
University were present as in previous year and were this year joined by the Australian Institute of 
Music, the Whitehorse Institute of Design, Deakin College, Box Hill Institute, La Trobe College and 
Victoria University. Teachers and volunteer students represented the VCE subjects set up in the 
A.M. Rogers Hall to provide students with as much information as possible as they make these
important decisions. The Year 10 students took advantage of this opportunity and, together with
their parents asked many questions with regard to their future.

Many thanks must go to Erin Shale, Alexandra Cerni, Amy Lawson and Julie Northey for their work 
in arranging this wonderful opportunity and to the many parents who attended the Information 
Evening.

The Senior School Subject Handbook and 2020 Subject Selection forms are now available on 
Compass for parents and students to access when making subject selections for 2020.

VCE Unit 3/4 Revision Program
To support their preparation for the final VCAA examinations, the VCE Unit 3/4 students are 
encouraged to attend revision lectures and practice examinations which will be held in the 
first week of the Term 3 holidays (Sunday 22 September – Thursday 26 September). It is most 
important that all students take the opportunity to springboard their revision from this program – 
we know that a truly effective revision program can make a significant impact on the final score. 
Details for this event have been posted on Newsfeed and bookings and payments can also be 
made through Compass.

Julien Escurat 
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report
Year 11 Formal
The much-anticipated Year 11 Formal was held on the evening of Friday 26 July 2019 at Fenix 
Events in Richmond. After hours of preparation, the students of the Year 11 Cohort scurried through 
doors into what was an extraordinary night for all. Amongst the flashes of the photographers and 
the thumps of the speakers, students celebrated the journey they have ahead of them over the next 
18 months. In the midst of all the fun, Mr Trytell and Ms Floros announced the award recipients of 
best couple, best dressed, best dancer and most likely to be Prime Minister. The music continued, 
the soft drinks were flowing and the canapés made their laps around the room. All in all, the night 
gave us a much needed opportunity to reflect on the successes of the year and give us motivation 
for the next 18 months. 

Year 11 Careers Day
On Tuesday 30 July, the Year 11 cohort participated in the annual Careers day. It gave us the 
opportunity to explore career options and aspirations for the future, improve time management 
and develop successful interview skills.

During Periods 1 and 2, we were given the opportunity to elect four seminar by employees in 
a range of professions. Our speakers came from fields including medicine, psychology, game 
development, defence, engineering, accounting and graphic design. This allowed us to get an 
insight into the real life experiences of workers in our fields of interest, making us more informed 
about our career pathways in the future.

Period 3 consisted of a workshop conducted by Elevate Education, which gave us some tips 
and tricks to ensure that we effectively use our time in our VCE journey. We learnt about how 
to organise our time and prioritise our tasks on a week-to-week basis, in order to maximise our 
marks. We also learnt how to effectively use study groups to our advantage, so that we can ‘work 
smarter, not harder’. The training we received from the Elevate session, will prove an invaluable 
resource for the remainder of our education.

The day concluded with a session from the interview guru, James Lynch. His speech covered 
the importance of building a good resume, cover letter and how to best sell yourself in a job 
or university interview. It was fitting that we had the aid of a 
professional to show us the ropes as we enter the workforce. 
The amazing advice we received will help us to get onto that 
‘yes pile’ when applying for jobs. 

Overall, our cohort found the Careers Day informative, interactive 
and helpful, giving us a clearer picture of what we can do in the 
future.

Amalia Mylonas and Reuben Iywan, Yr 11
Student Representative Council

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Subject Selection
Over the next few weeks, Years 8 and 9 students will be making some important decisions 
about their subjects for 2020. Information found in the Year 9 and Senior School Handbooks 
on Compass is just the starting point for discussions between students, their parents and their 
teachers about the best set of subjects to match each student’s needs and interests. Not all 
students will be in a position of knowing what course or vocation they may follow once they finish 
high school. In this event, it is important students choose subjects they have an inherent interest 
in as they are more likely to be engaged and achieve a degree of success if they are studying 
something they enjoy. This year, though, Year 9 students have some extra support in the subject 
selection process. This week, Year 9 students will receive a hard-copy report from their recent 
Careers Advisory Assessment that contains a wealth of personalised information about each 
student’s interests, work style, learning style as well as suggested subjects for VCE and potential 
careers. 

To assist Year 8 students with their subject selections before their appointment times we will be 
holding our annual Year 9 Elective Expo on Thursday 15 August, starting at 4:30pm in the X Wing. 
This will provide current Year 8 students with key information about the electives on offer at Year 9 
in 2020. Current Year 9 teachers and students will be there to answer questions and help ensure 
Year 8 students select electives which best suit their interests, aptitude and pathways. This will 
be followed by a Year 8 Parent Information Night at 6:00 pm in the David McGrail Theatre where 
the structure of the Year 9 course and the online process for selecting subjects will be explained.

Next week and the week after, students will be attend their subject selection appointments 
where members of the Leadership Team, Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers and Heads 
of Learning will engage students in conversations about their selections. They will ensure all 
students are well informed about making subject choices appropriate for their learning needs 
and interests. 

Transition Packs
This week we put the finishing touches on the first of our Transition Packs that are sent to all 
new Year 7 students and their families who will join us next year. This is an important milestone 
in our Transition Program as we gear up for a range of information nights and orientation events 
in Term 4. 

Vision and Values Night
Finally, I hope to see many parents at the upcoming Vision and Values evening which takes 
place on Thursday 29 August. Dylan Alcott, OAM, one of Australia’s most successful and well 
recognised paralympians will be speaking on our school theme for 2019: Vision, Wisdom and 
Determination.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 12  9 AUGUST 2019

7
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Grace Yin
Director of International Program

“Balwyn High School has always championed and will continue to champion, the benefits of 
internationalising education and welcoming international students into our great school community”

Words from the Principal of Balwyn High School
Deborah Harman

International Program Express 

Welcome to New Students
Each year, approximately more than thirty students are recruited from overseas to join the Balwyn 
High School International Student Program. Students are tested on their academic abilities, 
including their English language proficiency prior to enrolment. This year, we welcome students 
in both Year 9 and Year 10. These students have commenced the Semester with enthusiasm and 
truly reflect the School’s theme of “‘Vision, Wisdom, Determination”. Teaching staff have noted 
the dedication and commitment that students are already showing to their leaning and their 
involvement in extra-curricular activities.

Make a Buddy
I’m from Vietnam and I’m honored to have been elected as Tutorial Captain and asked to be the 
representative of 10X. On Friday 2 August, my class had a Buddy System lunch arranged by the 
school. There were many international students from different countries and different year levels. 
We even got the chance to meet some amazing and talented school leaders and captains as well 
as the teachers. This event purpose was to create an opportunity for us new students to make 
more buddies who were familiar with the school so that we could learn and 
benefit from them. The pizza was delicious, my classmates were able to meet 

new faces, get to know new 
people and everyone had a 
great time. Everyone made 
a buddy who will assist us 
to open the new page of our 
live.

Chi Nguyen, Yr 10 

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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International Program Express 

We Made It
Have you ever had 1001 questions that you extremely want to find answers especially the new 
students and international students, but you don’t know who we have to ask, where to ask and 
when to ask. So what can you do now? What a headache-problem!

That used to be an issue but no longer anymore because of that Buddy System Lunch figured 
out the solution for us. Now you can collect all questions to bring up at this event. At the session, 
you absolutely can make friends with many captains such as Public Speaking Captains, House 
Captains, International Captains, etc, who will support you longer after, then add Wechat with them 
for whenever you are in a divided mine as to what to do. The most important thing that all of them 
are also students, so firstly, they will have time for solving your questions; secondly, you won’t be 
afraid when making a conversation with them as they are all students and they 
had experienced serious difficulties definitely they will know how to knock out 
these problems. As mentioned that they used to be in our circumstance now, 
hence they can give us a treasure of effective advice to cope well under this 
circumstance. Besides that, this meeting will create a community-background 
for us to improve speaking English confidently and naturally. In a nutshell, the 
session will give us the answers for 1001 questions in our brain about school 
and help us know better about Year 10 subject selections. 

Lily Chau, Yr 9

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 

9
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Being positive about the future - A Thought from Student Services
Throughout Term 3, students and their families across 
Years 8 to 12 will be involved in subject selection for 2020 
and discussions on post-school pathways. This is a time 
of significant conversations, decision-making and, for 
some people, worry about the future.

Goal setting is an important skill for all of us to practise 
and refine as we grow and experience changes and 
challenges in our lives. We encourage all students 
to remember that there are so many different ways to 
achieve your goals, and so many pathways to take you 
there. And sometimes, obstacles or setbacks to goals 
may provide an opening to a different path or a new 
direction (beyondblue, 2018). 

While it is important to make considered and well-researched decisions about subject choices 
or post-school pathways, it is equally important to focus on the journey and the skills you are 
developing through your everyday learning and interactions with people around you. 

We really encourage you to pay attention and give priority to the following ‘senses’ during this 
time of choice and thinking about the future – they may help you to build confidence in your 
decision-making, and build trust in the future you are creating for yourself!

•	 Sense of self-worth: Understand your qualities, your strengths, and your personal 
attributes. Recognise that you are valuable because you are you; you are unique, and 
there is no one else like you in the world. Encourage yourself to try new things, to meet 
new people, and to really enjoy life. Support you to get through tough situations, and to 
pick yourself up and try again if things don’t work out as you’d hoped.

•	 Sense of control: Believe you have the skills and ability to cope with changes and 
challenges. This helps us to manage impulsive responses and feelings of frustration, 
anger, stress and anxiety.

•	 Sense of belonging: Working out where and with whom you feel valued, needed, and 
accepted; feeling that our beliefs are valid and that our efforts are worthwhile.

•	 Sense of purpose: Being shaped by things you believe in and value – your own personal 
code of behaviour. A sense of purpose helps you live by those values, whether it is being 
a good friend, helping others, keeping healthy, improving your community, looking after 
your family or travelling the world. This can change as you grow older, as you learn new 
things about the world and about yourself, and as you meet new people and experience 
new things. What is important is being able to identify the things that matter to you.

•	 Sense of future: Your vision about times to come. It motivates you to set goals, make 
plans, and look ahead with hopefulness. A sense of future gives us motivation to 
undertake less pleasant tasks now in order to enjoy greater rewards in times to come. 
And it helps us to remain hopeful, even in the face of unexpected challenges.

•	 Sense of humour: Your ability to understand and enjoy amusement, and to make others 
smile and laugh. It is also your ability to see the lighter side of situations and of yourself. 
In short, it’s your ability to experience and share joy and laughter in a positive way.

For more information about the benefits of these senses, or how to strengthen them, visit https://
www.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-places/secondary-schools-and-tertiary/senseability/download-
sensibility

Student Services Team

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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News - In Our Classrooms

Teacher Perspective
What is feedback?
Feedback is information that people receive about how well they are progressing towards their 
goals. For a student, such goals would usually be learning goals, though they could also be 
social goals. Feedback helps the student and teacher focus on the points of need so that the 
necessary outcome can be achieved. Feedback can be formal or informal, as well as oral or 
written. 

Who can students get feedback from?
Students can get feedback from their teacher, their peers or themselves. Each of the sources or 
feedback can support students to make improvements to their learning. 

What are the benefits of peer feedback?
Peer feedback:

•	 exposes students to a range of perspectives and ideas
•	 helps students to develop a better understanding of quality work
•	 gives students a voice in the learning process
•	 supports students to develop self-assessment skills

Student perspective - Charlie Visser, School Captain
How do you get the most out of peer-assessment tasks in class?
When completing peer-assessment tasks in class, I generally attempt to find 
what has been done well whilst also providing constructive criticism. In order 
to get the most out of these tasks, it is best to be honest and fair whilst giving 
feedback, but also open-minded when receiving feedback.

How do you use rubrics and feedback to make improvements for the 
future?
For every SAC I ensure I refer to the rubric prior to answering questions to ensure 
I answer all aspects of the questions. However, when I receive marks back after completing an 
assessment, rather than focusing on the grade, I make an effort to follow up the questions I didn’t 
know or got wrong in an attempt to improve my answer for the next time the question is asked. 
Most of the time after a SAC, I write the things I need to revise on the front of the SAC paper so I 
can improve my understanding and learning of the content.

What advice would you give other students about the power of feedback to improve 
learning?
I would tell other students to remain open minded when receiving feedback and to remember to 
view mistakes as learning opportunities. When you get marks for CATs or SACs back, don’t focus 
on the grade, but instead the learning associated with the grade. This may mean following up what 
you can do better to improve your knowledge, constantly asking questions as you go and learning 
to know when to ask for help.

Tegan Knuckey
Director of Pedagogy

Return to page 1
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News
Year 7 Geography Field Trip
Year 7 Geography students have engaged in their first high school Geography field trip. The big 
question they are exploring through their geographical journey is “Will the world have enough 
fresh water by 2050?” As part of this investigation, their fieldwork took them to Edithvale Wetlands 
and the Eastern Treatment Plant. Two of our students reflect on their learning experience…

Edithvale Wetlands
We saw a lot of things at the Edithvale Wetlands and it was very cool there. The first place we have 
been there is a viewing place and we saw there are people who live near there, small animals and 
lots of reeds and plants. When we went to the Education Centre, we saw a model of where the 
water comes from and goes and how they solve water problems. We got a bunch of information 
over there as well.

I enjoyed the trip. I learnt lots of things about the subject of water and the water 
cycle. My favourite part of the trip was that when we got to the Education Centre, 
the teacher told us information about water and how much clean water Australia 
has compared to the other countries. The fun part was they showed us different 
types of birds and one of the birds can fly from Australia to the top of Asia. I can’t 

even believe how strong the bird is!
Richard Xu, 7H

Eastern Treatment Plant on Tuesday 30 July, a few Year 7 
classes went on an excursion. This excursion took them 
through the Edithvale wetlands, and the Eastern Treatment 
Plant. The classes were taken on a tour of the ETP (Eastern 
Treatment Plant), to learn about the four stages our sewage 
goes through. We found that 40% of the Treatment Plant 
is run by biogas. Biogas is a mix of methane and Carbon 
Dioxide. The poo and other solids that go through the 

treatment plant are used to create methane, which they use to run the plant. 

The second stage we visited stank. It was revolting. This stage was where the sewage was 
separated. The solids sink to the bottom and are collected, and the oil and fat floats to the top and 
is removed. Then all that’s left is the liquid. It was putrid. 

In the other stages, the plastic is removed, and the liquid is cleaned, and the poo produces 
the necessary methane. After the water has passed through the treatment plant, it is perfectly 
clean, and can be used in farming and gardening. In some places, the recycled water would 

even be drunk, but we don’t drink recycled water 
in Australia. 

The ETP is run by Melbourne 
Water, and goes from sewage 
to recycled water in 24 hours. 
This excursion was educational, 
but also in places, quite foul 
smelling. I’m sure 7A, 7E, 7F, 
and 7H, will remember it for 
some time. 

Ezri Fredericks, 7H

Return to page 1
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News

The Australian Geography Competition
Seventy-six Geography students tested their geographical 
skills and knowledge against 73,500 students from all around 
Australia in the 2019 Australian Geography Competition in 
March of this year. 

A number of our students performed to a very high level with 
two Year 11 students, Kartik Iyer and Yuxuan Wu, in the top 
1% of their year level across Australia. Across all year levels, 
15 of our students received high distinctions, 18 received 
distinctions and 18 received credits. 

As Brenda Fitzpatrick, the Competition’s national coordinator 
said, “Geography is an important subject which develops 
students’ understanding of the spatial interrelationships 
between people and place. It helps students appreciate the 
complex nature of local, regional and global social economic, and environmental interactions.”

High achieving Year 11 students from the 2019 Australian Geography Competition will, by 
invitation, take part in a week training/selection event, Geography’s Big Week Out being held 
on Kangaroo Island, South Australia in early December this year. From this event, four students 
will be chosen as members of the team, which will represent Australia at the 2020 International 
Geography Olympiad in Istanbul, Turkey. Funding to support the Geography’s Big Week Out 
and the Australian team to the international Geography Olympiad is provided by the Australian 
Department of Education and Training. We hope that our top performers, Kartik and Yuxuan, are 
selected to take part.

The Competition is a joint initiative of the Australian Geography Teachers’ Association and the 
Royal Geographical Society of Queensland, and in Victoria it is sponsored by Monash University. 

High Distinction Winners
Year 12 Patrick Hatzipavlis and Yu Xiang Chew
Year 11 Anton Zangl
Year 10 William Davies
Year 9 Winston Leonard and Sherman Tseng
Year 8  Kai Yi, Kehan Xu, Anushayan Naresh and Vrishin Gandhi
Year 7  Lang Deng, Shaween Abeyratneweeras, Oliver Zhang, Samuel Olsen, Jared Lim

Danielle Cantor
Director of Humanities

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


13
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 12  9 AUGUST 2019

News

Opportunity of a lifetime!
On Wednesday 31 July, Year 11 and 12 Legal Studies students had the pleasure 
of hearing an inspirational presentation by the Victorian Solicitor-General, Kristen 
Walker QC. It was an amazing opportunity as Ms. Walker QC had personal 
experience and knowledge of the cases we are studying in class. We also had 
the chance to ask questions about her job and the pathway she took to become 
Victoria’s most senior legal adviser and advocate. It was a unique experience and 
has assisted us greatly in revising for our upcoming SAC. 

Grace Denahy, Yr 11

Year 9 Romeo and Juliet Incursion
On Tuesday 23 July, the Year 9 cohort were privileged to witness a performance by the highly 
regarded Belle Shakespeare Company. The three players from the company were well versed 
in Shakespearean text, lively and incredibly entertaining for the cohort. Not only were they 
comedic, but they demonstrated a level of pathos for the characters of Juliet and Macbeth while 
demonstrating their intentions within Shakespeare’s plays. 

This incursion was a valuable experience for us all and provided some valuable insight into 
understanding how Shakespeare conveys meaning through metaphors, 
similes, iambic pentameter and other various literary techniques; for example, 
how, when in a sonnet, Shakespeare uses ten syllables in 14 lines where every 
two syllables represent the beat of a heart. This shows that the two characters 
are strongly linked under the premise of love, or romance. We believe that 
having knowledge of techniques like these will provide itself a valuable resource 
when analysing and writing about Romeo and Juliet for our CAT this year. Sam Allan, Yr 9

Return to page 1
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News

Shorts Summer Shirt Summer Dress

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News

Beat The Rush….
Summer Uniforms Now Available To Purchase

Our shop is situated in the canteen in the Science block. Look for our signs.
Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 - 4.30pm.

News
•	 Farewell to Domenic Durantini our School Chaplain as his time with us ends. We thank 

Domenic for what he has contributed to Chaplaincy at Balwyn High and wish him all the 
best for the future.

•	 Currently for sale in our shop are blazers, jumpers, short and long sleeve shirts, shorts, 
trousers, ties, socks, skirts, summer dresses, school bags and sports uniforms including 
spray jackets and rugby tops. 

•	 If you have BHS tracksuit pants, sports caps or scarves you no longer require then bring 
them in for us to sell on your behalf. We have customers requesting these items now.

•	 Full details to buy and sell are on the school website. Click on School uniforms under the 
Parents’ tab and follow the links to Second-hand uniforms.

•	 For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@
balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Don’t forget
SELLING - We can sell your outgrown uniform items for you. Wash or dry clean your items and 
bring them in during our shop hours. A bit of TLC will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. 
You receive up to 70% of the sale price. No torn or damaged items please. 

BUYING - Come in and buy quality, pre-loved items and save. Hundreds of items for sale and 
stock changes weekly. We have change-rooms and accept cash, cheque, credit card and eftpos 
(2.0% fee). Every week we have parents amazed at the quality and quantity of stock we have for 
sale.

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

Wednesday 14 August
Small Ensembles Concert

A-Train Stage Band
Victoriam Schools Music 
Festival
Hawthorn Arts Centre

Thursday 22 August
Symphonic Band
Victoriam Schools Music 
Festival
Hawthorn Arts Centre

Winter Concerts 
Last week our four Winter Concerts were held over two nights, what wonderful concerts the 
school community enjoyed!

On both nights we had a full auditorium and students from all the larger ensembles performed. 
These performances are an excellent opportunity for our ensembles to gain performance 
experience before competing in the Victorian School Music Festival and the Royal South Street 
competitions at Ballarat which are held towards the end of August and early September. 

At the Winter Concerts it was the first performance of the A strings (Beginner Strings) and Training 
Band, these ensembles have only started to learn their instruments from the start of the year. 
They have been working hard over the year to continually strive and improve.

Congratulations to all our ensembles on their performances and a special thank you to all our Year 
12 students for their involvement and commitment to the music program over the last six years. 
We are certainly going to miss you and wish you all every success for the future. Many thanks 
to all our ensemble conductors who work hard with the groups to ensure they are performing to 
the highest standard.

A special thank you to Stone Chen (Alumnus 2018) who performed with Black Orpheus and 
this was certainly a special performance for the stage band and the school community. We also 
acknowledged the generosity of Mr and Mrs Chen who donated $10,000 to the Music department 
and with the assistance of the Parents and Friends of Music we were able to purchase a baby 
grand piano, our thanks to Mr and Mrs Chen for their very generous donation.

Thank you to our Parents and Friends of Music who work behind the scenes for our concerts and 
events to prepare the supper for our parent community, their support is truly amazing.

Finally thank you to Deborah Harman and the Principal Team who support all the music concerts 
and events, our students certainly appreciate their ongoing support and continual encouragement 
to all our ensembles, performers and conductors. 

Victorian Schools Music Festival
Over the next few weeks our Concert Bands, Senior Concert Choir and Cantabile will be  
participating in the festival and we wish them all every success. All the ensembles have been 
working hard over the semester to prepare for the festival and congratulations to all the 
conductors on their work at rehearsals and recent performances. The full details of all the 
ensemble performances will be published over the next few weeks in the Lion.

Concert Band Workshop
On Tuesday 23 July, the Training and Novice Concert Bands Band were involved in half 
day workshops at the North Balwyn Baptist Church, where they were able to work in 
small sections with staff and senior students on the more difficult aspects of their music.  

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music
Having consolidated time such as this allows conductors of these bands to examine particular 
segments of music being prepared, which time does not always permit in limited rehearsals. A 
great deal was achieved and both bands came away sounding energetic and well balanced. 
They performed at the Winter Concerts and the improvement and energy they both displayed 
was fantastic!

Music Scholarship 2020
We are very excited to have so many entries at all levels for the Music Scholarships 2020, the 
audition process has now been completed and the finalists are:

Student Name Instrument

Ju
ni

o
r 

S
ec

tio
n

Hannah Estores Voice

Emma Ho Voice

Nicholas Khong Voice

Winston Leonard Bassoon

Yvette Thompson Voice

In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

 S
ec

tio
n Tania Batova Flute

Maya Charles Sedergreen Voice

Gargi Tokekar Voice

Junho Woo Cello

Justin Zhao Piano

S
en

io
r 

S
ec

tio
n

Sammy Huang Clarinet

Nenah Jones Voice

Nicholas Khong Piano

Hannah Luo Piano

Francis Tran Flute

S
en

io
r 

A
d

va
nc

ed Emily Chapman Flute

Annabel Lam Oboe

Jamie Miles Viola

Catherine Zhu Piano

The scholarship finals will be held on Wednesday 28 August, 2019 in the David McGrail Theatre.

This is a free event and we encourage the entire school community to come and hear the range 
of performances.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

http://
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Highlights from Winter Concerts
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Celebrating National Science Week With SCINEMA Film Festival
National Science Week is coming up! As a community, we all 
want to celebrate it as enthusiastically as possible. We know 
that films have the power to deeply impact us, so there is no 
better way to enjoy it than celebrating the SCINEMA International 
Science Film Festival.

SCINEMA is an Australian Film Festival celebrating science films 
from all over the world. We are showing some of these award-
winning films on the Monday 12 August in the David McGrail 
theatre during lunchtime.

Vote for your favourite film and you may even get the chance to 
win a drone! Following are the details of the event:
Date: 12 August 2019
Time:  1:10 pm – 2:00 pm
Venue: David McGrail Theatre

For any queries or further information, please don’t hesitate to email either Ms Ahmat (RAH) or 
Himalaya Joshi (JOS0012).

Don’t miss out on this fantastic opportunity to watch award-winning science films! See you all 
there!

STEAM Club upcoming events

The STEAM club would like to invite everyone to join us in celebrating NATIONAL SCIENCE 
WEEK, which will be on during Week 5 (Monday 12 August - Friday 16 August). 

The theme for this year is ‘Destination Moon: more missions, 
more science’. We have prepared a range of fascinating activities 
for you. 

Also, extra points will be awarded to your HOUSE if you win! 
You don’t need to sign up for any activities, so just rock up at 
whichever lunchtime you like. We look forward to seeing you on 
week 5! 

Tina Tang and Anton Zangl
Science and Technology Captains

Stimulating your minds
The baffling bath water (don’t try this at home)
The cold tap in my bath lets the water in at the rate of 15 litres per minute. The hot tap fills the bath 
at the rate of 10 litres per minute. The drain lets the water out of the bath at the rate of 12 litres per 
minute. The bath holds a maximum of 520 litres. 

I turn both faucets on, but forget to put the plug in! 

How many minutes does it take for the bath to overflow?

Source: https://www.mathsisfun.com/puzzles/baffling-bath-water.html 

Last Weeks Answers: 1. All of the above. 2. Waratah. 3. Aqua Regia. 4. Sedimentary. 5. 255.

Day Event Location

Monday Scinema David McGrail Theatre

Chalk Hashtags (with Visual Art Club) Ramp near D Block

Tuesday Building Rockets D02

Wednesday Launching Rockets Infront of Canteen

Thursday Kahoot X Wing

Friday Boat War D02

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Region Finals Update
As the Eastern Metropolitan Region finals ramp up for various sports, we have numerous teams 
training in preparation. Of those that have already competed, we have had wonderful results 
and the students have demonstrated great team work and sportsmanship, as well as individual 
abilities. Some of the teams progressing to the State Finals, or narrowly missing out, are listed 
below.

Teams Result State Final Dates

Senior Girls Table Tennis Winners 14 August

Intermediate Girls Soccer Winners 2 September

Senior Boys Soccer Winners 4 September

Senior Boys Table Tennis Placed

Senior Boys Badminton Runners Up

Senior Girls Badminton Semi Finalist

Intermediate Boys Badminton Runners up

Intermediate Girls Badminton Semi Finalist

Intermediate Boys Soccer 2nd in the pool

Year 7 Boys Soccer Placed

We wish our Senior Girls Hockey team, Year 7 Girls Soccer team and Year 7 Boys & Girls Bad-
minton teams all the best as they compete at the Region Finals this week.

Boroondarra Division Athletics Championships
The ‘Balwyn Lions’ will be competing in the Division Athletics Championships held at the 
Doncaster Track on Monday 12 August. Our team of around 180 competitors will be striving to 
retain the Division shield. Winners will progress to the Eastern Region Championships at Knox 
on Friday 11 October. 

Parents are most welcome to attend and support our athletes.

Senior Girls Soccer Team Senior Girls Table Tennis Team

Calendar of Events

Monday 12 August
Division Athletics
Doncaster Athletics Track

Wednesday 14 August
Interschool Gymnastics 
Competition

Wednesday 14 August
State Final – Senior Girls 
Table Tennis

Friday 16 August
Region Finals
Year 8 Boys & Girls 
Badminton

Thursday 22 August
Year 8 Round Robin

http://
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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