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‘Vision and Values Evening’ – Looking forward to another fantastic event for our community  
Next Thursday 29 August we will welcome Dylan Alcott, OAM, to speak at our annual ‘Vision and 
Values Evening’ on our 2019 school theme – ‘Vision, Wisdom, Determination’.  We are thrilled that 
the event is a sell-out which is not surprising given Dylan’s amazing achievements, prominence in 
the media and sporting spheres, and his advocacy for the disabled.  Not yet 30 years of age, Dylan 
is an inspirational role-model to so many of us. 

Dylan is an Australian wheelchair basketballer, wheelchair tennis 
player, radio host and motivational speaker. Dylan was a member 
of the Australia men's national wheelchair basketball team, known 
colloquially as the Australian "Rollers". At the age of 17 he became 
the youngest Australian "Rollers" wheelchair basketball gold medal 
winner for wheelchair basketball, and was the youngest to compete 
in the Wheelchair Basketball competition.

At the 2016 Rio Paralympics, he won gold medals in the Men's Quad 
Singles and Doubles for tennis and was named the 2016 Australian 
Paralympian of the Year due to these outstanding achievements.  
Most recently, Dylan has won the Men’s Quad Singles at both the 
French Open and at Wimbledon and the Quad Doubles at the 2018 
US Open and at the 2019 French Open and Wimbledon.

In 2017, Dylan established the Dylan Alcott Foundation "with the core 
purpose of helping young Australians with disabilities gain self-esteem and respect through sport 
and study". In September of that same year, he was appointed Australian Patron for International 
Day of People with Disability. 

His book Able: Gold Medals, Grand Slams and Smashing Glass Ceilings, written with Grantlee 
Kieza, was published by ABC Books in 2018. It is available in our Library.

I look forward to sharing this very special evening with staff, students, parents and friends of 
Balwyn High School.

Expanding our opportunities for students – upcoming tours in 2020 and 2021
Providing opportunities for our students to learn outside of the classroom has always been a 
priority for us. Camps at Year 7, excursions to Canberra for Year 8, our highly successful City 
Experience for Years 8 and 9, and our wonderful Outdoor Education and Duke of Edinburgh 
programs have allowed students to experience environments and challenges that have both 
complemented and contrasted their classroom curriculum. 

Our parent community has equally recognised the benefit of overseas tours and the experiences 
that these provide. Students and staff have loved their experiences in New Caledonia, China, 
Europe and the United States for our music and arts tours.

At the end of this term our China Tour group will depart. Tammy Li and Siobhan Mahony have 
planned a superb tour for our students and they are assured of another wonderful trip that will 
combine cultural, historical and educational experiences, including visits to our two sister schools 
in Shanghai and Guangzhou.  

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Looking to the future, I am delighted to inform our community of a range of exciting opportunities.  
Further details will be forthcoming through Compass NewsFeed and when Information Evenings 
are held but I wanted to provide an overview to our proposed program for the next two years to 
encourage family conversations and planning. All tours will depart during the final week of the term 
and include part of the first week of the holiday break.  

June - July 2020 (new) Central Australia Tour (aimed at Years 10 and 11 students).  
This tour will include a focus on indigenous culture, health and education as well as provide 
experiences with some of Australia’s iconic geographical features.

September 2020  USA Visual and Performing Arts Tour.  
This will be the third time that this tour will be held and this will provide great opportunities for 
students to engage with galleries, museums, Broadway shows and workshops in Los Angeles 
and New York.

September 2020 (new) USA STEAM Tour. 
This will be a first for Balwyn High School and will  incorporate experiences at Kennedy Space 
Centre in Florida as well as STEAM programs and fun at Universal Studios and DisneyWorld.    
From 2022 this tour will assume a March date to provide an alternative with the Music Tour.

March 2021 Japan Music Tour.  
This will be the 5th Music Tour under the leadership of Bernadette Clayton, following two tours to 
Europe and two to America.

September 2022 China Tour with sister school immersion.

I thank School Council for their support for these tours and I will very much look forward to working 
with the staff planning teams to ensure the best experiences for all participants.

Deborah Harman
Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Unit 3/4 Exam Revision
In the lead up to September holidays our VCE students will be completing their final SACs and 
beginning exam preparation. All students studying a Unit 3/4 subject are encouraged to enrol in 
our extensive revision lecture program during the first week of the holidays, details of which are 
on Compass Newsfeed. In addition, an important aspect of this process is the Exam Revision 
Planner which provides students with a structured revision program through the holidays and into 
the first weeks of Term 4. All students studying a Unit 3/4 subject will be emailed their Revision 
Planner during the last week of Term 3. We encourage parents to discuss these with their children 
and support them during what can sometimes be a stressful period. 

Presentation Night Awards Criteria
Student achievement is recognised regularly through the school year and culminates with the 
prestigious Presentation Night Awards at Hamer Hall on Monday 9 December 2019. Staff will 
soon begin the process of nominating students for the awards. Only a set number may be 
allocated in each award category in any year and all nominations are considered against the 
criteria outlined below. 

Academic Award
Academic Awards are presented to the top 10-15% of students on the basis of academic 
performance in assessment tasks and curriculum progression which has contributed to the 
Semester 1 Report. 

Buchanan Award
Buchanan Awards are citizenship awards and are presented to students who have made a 
contribution to the school community beyond the usual academic and co-curricular programs 
that are recognised by other awards (e.g. Music and Sport). Students worthy of a Buchanan 
Award may not necessarily hold a position of leadership but have demonstrated a substantial 
contribution to school beyond mainstream curriculum. This may include sports coaching, 
participation in committees and other co-curricular activities and a general positive attitude to 
their learning.

Music Award
Music Awards are presented to the top 10% of students in each ensemble. Factors which are 
considered in determining these students are:

•	 Attendance at rehearsals and events
•	 Focus during rehearsal
•	 Preparation of music between rehearsals
•	 Wider contribution to ensemble program and
•	 Leadership in the ensemble program

Sport Award
Sports Awards are presented to those students who have fulfilled one of the following criteria:

•	 Competed in a State Championship and have made a significant commitment to the team
•	 Are an Age Group Champion in Swimming, Athletics or Cross-Country or
•	 Have participated in a significant number of interschool sports

Special Awards
VCE Subject Awards and Special Awards are awarded to those students who have performed 
at an exceptional level or who have made extraordinary contributions in their designated area. 
These awards are presented according to the recommendation of members of the Leadership 
Team and Heads of Learning.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Josie Millard
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Subject Selection
The process of Subject Selection for 2020 took place over the last two weeks. The choices 
that the students make at this point in their secondary education can have a great influence on 
their future education and many factors are being considered during the process. Such factors 
include career aspirations, aptitude and interest, and tertiary course prerequisites as well as 
creating a program which allows for flexibility in future choice. We thank those parents of Year 10 
and Year 11 students who have accepted the invitation to attend the subject selection interviews 
with their sons/daughters.

Year 12 Study Program
Year 12 students are all working very hard at the moment and they are to be congratulated upon 
the positive and supportive manner in which they approach the conclusion of Unit 4. In addition 
to the ongoing support students receive from their teachers, Year 12 Students will participate in 
two school based support programs.

On Friday August 30, students will participate in the ‘Ace your Exams’ program which will include
•	 Effective preparation - Students are introduced to eight steps used by the state’s top 

students to prepare for an examination.
•	 Fixing mistakes - Students are shown how to identify exactly what they are doing wrong 

on mock exams and practice papers, and how to ensure these mistakes are not made in 
the examination room.

•	 Allocation of time - Students are taken through a step-by-step process to ensure 
preparation is completed in advance to prevent last minute cramming.

•	 Exam room techniques - Including stress management, planning, time allocation and 
how to tailor a succinct, focused answer.

In addition, the Revision Program, including revision lectures and practice examinations, will be 
held in the first week of the Term 3 holidays. It is most important that students take the opportunity 
to springboard their revision from this program – we know that a truly effective revision program 
can make a significant impact on the final score.

Graduation Night 2019
This year, the Year 12 Graduation Night will take place on Thursday 17 October at Marvel Stadium. 
Graduation Night is the opportunity for the Balwyn High School class of 2019, with their parents, 
to gather and celebrate the achievements of the last six years and completion of secondary 
education. Tickets for Graduation Night will be available via Compass from Monday 26 August  
to Sunday 8 September.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

We have had another productive fortnight in the Middle School with the completion of PST 
Conferences, ensemble concerts, division athletics and Science Week just to name a few. It has 
been very pleasing to see so many Middle School students contributing to the activities and 
events that make for such a busy term. 

I was particularly proud of the Year 7 students and their response to our recent assembly. During 
that assembly, I had an opportunity to speak into some areas of concern around the use of 
digital technology and pride in our environment. I reminded students that every key-press on 
their computer, every email they send and every image they post becomes a part of their digital 
footprint. We spoke about the permanency of digital posts and the lack of control we have 
over information once it is posted to the internet. Mr Anderson followed with a challenging and 
engaging discussion about ‘Upstander’ behaviour and how important it is to support victims 
of bullying. At the conclusion of the assembly, Mr Anderson asked all students who felt they 
could be an ‘Upstander’ to stand-up – and over 95% of students stood proudly. It was a very 
encouraging sight and shows we have a strong and united cohort. 

Throughout this term, we have held a range of parent information sessions to prepare our students 
for their subject selection process. Last week, Year 9 students attended their subject selection 
appointments and confirmed their preferences for 2020. This was a great opportunity for course 
counsellors to discuss each student’s progress and their pathway with a mind to set goals for the 
remainder of the year. This week, Year 8 students attended their subject selection appointments 
with members of the Leadership Team and Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers to discuss 
their first opportunity to choose elective subjects. 

This was supported by our now annual Year 9 Elective Expo, another fantastically well-attended 
event, and one that provided current Year 8 students with key information about the electives on 
offer at Year 9 in 2020 supported these discussions. Current Year 9 teachers and students were 
there to answer the many questions and to help ensure Year 8 students select electives that best 
suit their interests, aptitude and pathways. Thank you to the teachers and student volunteers who 
gave up their time to spruik the wonders of each elective on offer in Year 9. 

As we reach the mid-point for Term 3, it is an important time to reflect on the progress of student 
learning, setting goals for the remainder of the year and to prepare for studies in 2020. Student 
Learning Task (CAT) results should be monitored on a regular basis via the Compass Parent Portal 
and I strongly encourage parents to check this on a regular basis. The Parent Portal is a excellent 
way for you to be able to monitor and have conversations around your child’s attendance and 
progress across all learning areas.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Grace Yin
Director of International Program

“Balwyn High School has always championed and will continue to champion, the benefits of 
internationalising education and welcoming international students into our great school community”

Words from the Principal of Balwyn High School
Deborah Harman

International Program Express 

The University of Melbourne
MSPI Year 11 Day 2019
The University of Melbourne, established in 1853, is one of the oldest and best schools in 
Australia. On 14 August, all international students from Balwyn High School are invited to this 
academy of long history. Throughout the day in the campus, we were kindly introduced into the 
life in the university. In Melbourne University, students are able to try out the subjects they like 
before majoring in one. This policy allows every student the chance to prepare for their  career. 
The life in university is different. Students are required to discipline themselves and learn for 
their future. I was highly impressed during this tour and to hopefully be a student at Melbourne 
University in the future. 

William Zheng (Yr 11)

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 13  23 AUGUST 2019

Student Services

Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 

7
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Student Services News - A Thought from Student Services

The best relationships are respectful ones!
Respect is about valuing people, including those who are different 
or hold different beliefs to you. When you have respect for someone, 
you feel positive about them and admire or appreciate their actions 
or behaviours. You can also treat anyone with respect regardless of 
how you feel about them. This is when you regard someone with 
consideration and treat them in the way you like to be treated.

Everyone has the right to feel safe, to be treated with fairness, to be 
valued and feel accepted for who they are. 

Respectful relationships are important because they:
•	 Contribute to your growth, maturity and sense of self-

confidence
•	 Promote healthy self-expression and awareness of yourself and others
•	 Enable you to feel accepted, positive and free to be yourself.

Respectful relationships also help you feel:
•	 Safe
•	 Encouraged
•	 Trusted
•	 Comfortable
•	 That you matter
•	 Okay to be honest and open
•	 Listened to
•	 Equal and treated fairly
•	 Valued
•	 Understood
•	 Accepted

What can I do to create respectful relationships?
Respect in relationships happens when you respect yourself and others. Self-respect takes self-
awareness, acceptance and sometimes courage. It is about understanding personal strengths 
and limitations, and knowing what is important to you. It is also about being aware of your needs, 
understanding your ‘bottom line’ on certain things and making positive choices.

For example, a student might want to hang out with the ‘cool group’ at school, but find that their 
peers get a kick out of putting people down. If you really don’t agree that this is OK, then to be 
true to yourself you might decide to speak up or leave. Sometimes you may have to work on how 
you view and feel about yourself. Talking to someone trusted can help with this.

The next step is respecting others. This doesn’t mean you have to admire or like everybody, it’s 
more about treating others with consideration and fairness. They may not always reciprocate and 
treat you with the same respect, however, you leading the way is a good start.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 13  23 AUGUST 2019

Student Services

Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 

8
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

What can I do when I feel I’m not being respected?
While respect can be earned, sometimes people can treat us disrespectfully no matter what we 
do. There are times that, despite our best efforts, it is not possible to influence how others behave 
towards us. When you observe others being disrespectful it’s good to keep in mind there can be 
many reasons why people don’t treat others with consideration. Often, it is because they have not 
learned how to respect themselves or have not previously been treated with respect.

If you feel you are being treated disrespectfully, where possible communicate your needs to that 
person in case they aren’t aware of their impact on you. If this doesn’t help you can try to remove 
yourself from them. If you cannot move away from someone that is hurting or disrespecting you, 
make sure you get help or talk to someone you trust. By doing these things, you are showing 
respect for yourself.

At Balwyn High School, our Student Code of Practice outlines the importance of respecting our 
self, others and the environment.

Student Services

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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News - In Our Classrooms
Teacher perspective
The importance of the beginning of the lesson
Whilst the most challenging tasks may be completed towards the middle and end of the lesson, 
the beginning of the lesson is extremely important for students as it is the time when teachers 
make connections to relevant content and skills from previous lessons and set the goals for the 
current lesson, in the form of Learning Intentions and Success Criteria. 

When students are provided with a structure for organising new information, they learn more and 
they learn more effectively. Even novice students learn and remember more when they have the 
opportunity to connect information in meaningful ways. Below, Madeline D'Alessandro, one of 
our Middle School Captains, reflects on why she feels the beginning of a lesson is so important.

Tegan Knuckey
Director of Pedagogy

Why do you think the beginning of the lesson is so important?
The beginning of the lesson is very important because it is the introduction to the content that 
will be covered in the class that period. Being on time to class shows the teacher that we are 
committed to our learning and the class can start productively and continue without interruptions. 
It also allows you and your peers to stay focused for the duration of the period because you have 
created a positive mindset and classroom environment. 

What are some different ways that your teachers begin your lessons?
In many of my classes, my teacher begins with a warm up question. These are extremely effective 
when short and linked to the last couple of classes and the content covered in them. For example, 
in my history classes we start with a question that practices the skills needed and is strongly linked 
to the last class and overall topic. This can keep the class engaged when knowing how you’re 
learning from class to class is linked and you can see the bigger picture of the entire topic. 

How do you use the Learning Intentions and Success Criteria to get the most out of class?
Learning Intentions and Success Criteria are very beneficial to our 
learning in the classroom. They both help us know if we were successful 
in completing the work and understanding the concepts covered. They 
also assist students in seeing the purpose in their learning and the way in 
which the class is being approached. 

Madeline D’Alessandro Yr 9

Return to page 1
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News
From the Page to the Stage – English and EAL Incursions
Following on from the recent Romeo and Juliet incursion, we welcomed actors to our school 
twice more to perform plays that our students are currently studying. Below are reflections on 
these events from the perspective of two of our students. 

Macbeth Incursion – Year 10 and 9 SEAL ENGLISH
On Friday 2 August, we were privileged to watch an abridged version of the play Macbeth, 
performed by the Complete Works Theatre Company. This version of Macbeth was presented in 
the epic theatre style, which meant that there were minimal props, setting and only three actors 
playing multiple roles. The use of sound effects were clever and were made backstage by the 
actors who were not in the scene. 

As well as helping all of the Year 10 and 9 SEAL students currently studying 
Macbeth, this production also helped the Year 10 Drama class to understand 
the topic that they had just covered in class. 

It was also interactive and engaging, with laughs spreading all around the 
room at almost every punchline. I really enjoyed it and I believe that it was a 
highly entertaining and educational experience.

Maya Charles Sedergreen (Yr 10)

Return to page 1
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News
Photograph 51 Incursion – Unit 3/4 EAL and ENGLISH
On Thursday 8 August, Balwyn High School hosted a performance from the ‘Complete Works 
Theatre Company’ for our Year 12 students who are currently studying Anna Ziegler’s play 
‘Photograph 51’ and Margaret Atwood’s novella, ‘The Penelopiad.’ 

One stage, two texts, three actors. Yet it was with those simple and rough props that the performers 
successfully immersed all students in the society of 1950s Britain and Ancient Greece, inviting 
them to be deeply bonded with the characters from both the play and the novella. The performance 
challenged us to consider the following questions: “How much have people – both females and 
males, the higher and the lower class – suffered due to patriarchal ideologies throughout history? 
Do these ideologies persist in today’s society? Who has entitled themselves and deprived others 
of the power of storytelling? And what is the truth, really, if there is one?” 

Young adults as we are, these questions are the ones that we have to ask and ponder ourselves 
both for school, and for life. Ultimately, through this vivid performance, students 
were challenged to consider a fundamental message that relates to our society 
today: the need for equality. 

Cathryn Wu (Year 12 International Student Captain)

Return to page 1
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News cont.
The Humanities Experience
“The arts, science, humanities, physical education, language and maths all have equal and 
central contributions to make to a student’s education”

Sir Ken Robinson
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2009/feb/10/teaching-sats 

Spotlight on Politics
“Politics is the art of the possible, the attainable — the art of the next best” 

Otto von Bismarck, First Chancellor of the German Empire

“I wanted to major in political science. And I’ve been engaged in current events since I was a kid. 
If I can make a difference and feel passionately and capable then I would. Why not?” 

Queen Latifah, Actor, Singer and Producer

“Game theory is a branch of, originally, mathematics, used mostly in economics and political 
science, a little bit in biology, that gives us a mathematical taxonomy of social life, and it predicts 
what people are likely to do and believe others will do in cases where everyone’s actions affect 
everyone else.” 

Colin Camerer, Pioneer in Behavioural Economics and Neuroeconomics

Student perspective 
In the short term, politics lets you engage with real world events and gives you the tools you need 
to critique and support those in the public eye as well as the policy they espouse. In the long term, 
you get the ability to link broader ideas together, to draw conclusions from that, and to blow away 
the smoke created by political spin, finding the hidden truths below which are not as obvious as 
we would hope.

The most common misconception about studying politics is that you should only do it if you want 
to enter politics; in reality, that’s far from the truth. Almost every single profession is affected by 
politics, from accountancy all the way to social work. The ability to decipher the ideas present in 
our political system is a vital skill, which almost everyone should possess. If you want a subject 
which has serious, practical use, Politics is exactly what you’re looking for; it is 
essentially the art of brutal pragmatism through the lens of idealism.

Ned Lindenmayer Yr 11

Political Compass
Find out where you fit on the political compass! 

https://www.politicalcompass.org/test

Return to page 1
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News

PE Polo Shirt Spray JacketPE Shorts

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News

Do you have uniform items at home you no longer wear?
Bring them in and we will sell them for you. You receive up to 70% of the sale price

Beat the rush….
Summer uniforms now available to purchase

Our shop is situated in the canteen in the science block. Look for our signs
Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 - 4.30pm

News
•	 We are very happy to introduce Mr Jeff Lampard as our new School Chaplain. Please 

extend a warm welcome to Jeff as you see him around the school. We wish Jeff a smooth 
transition and look forward to assisting him with his vision for Chaplaincy at Balwyn High 
School.

•	 Currently for sale in our shop are blazers, jumpers, short and long sleeve shirts, shorts, 
trousers, ties, socks, skirts, summer dresses, school bags and sports uniforms including 
spray jackets and rugby tops.  

•	 If you have BHS tracksuit pants, sports caps or scarves you no longer require then bring 
them in for us to sell on your behalf. We have customers requesting these items now.

•	 Full details to buy and sell are on the school website. Click on School uniforms under the 
Parents’ tab and follow the links to Second-hand uniforms.

•	 For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@
balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Don’t forget
SELLING - We can sell your outgrown uniform items for you. Wash or dry clean your items and 
bring them in during our shop hours. A bit of TLC will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. 
You receive up to 70% of the sale price. No torn or damaged items please. 

BUYING - Come in and buy quality, pre-loved items and save. Hundreds of items for sale and 
stock changes weekly. We have change-rooms and accept cash, cheque, credit card and eftpos 
(2.0% fee). Every week we have parents amazed at the quality and quantity of stock we have for 
sale.

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School 

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 13  23 AUGUST 2019

14
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

Wednesday 28 August 
Music Scholarships Finals 
Concert

Thursday 29 August
Victorian School Music Festival
Intermediate Concert Band 
Hawthorn Arts Centre

Royal South Street 
Competitions
Saturday 31 August
Newitt String Orchestra

Saturday 31 August
Senior String Orchestra

Wednesday 4 September
VCE Jazz Combo

Thursday 5 September 
A-Train Stage Band 

Friday 6 September
Intersection Stage Band

Friday 6 September
Black Orpheus Stage Band

Saturday 7 September
Symphonic Concert Band

Pizza Pasta and all that Jazz 2019
New Venue: The Veneto Club
Balwyn Jazz Club presents a showcase of vocalists, instrumental soloists and a variety of jazz 
combos as well as special guests for a night of, Pizza Pasta and all that Jazz, at The Veneto Club, 
191 Bulleen Road, Bulleen

Date: Tuesday 17 September, from 6:00pm.

Address: Level 2, The Veneto Club, Sala Venezia Function Room, 191 Bulleen Road, Bulleen. 

The doors open at 6:00pm and the show starts from 6:30pm. Ticket price covers pizza, pasta, 
salad, and chips. The Sala Venezia Function Room offers a fully equipped bar – drinks can be 
purchased at bar prices.

Tickets $30 on Compass Newsfeed link 

You do not need to purchase tickets for student performers.

Small Ensembles Concert
Congratulations to the range of small ensembles who performed on Wednesday 14 August in the 
David McGrail Theatre. This concert allowed our smaller ensembles the opportunity to perform 
and provided parents, friends and staff the chance to enjoy the range of varied performances 
from the guitar ensembles, flute ensemble, string quartets, vocal ensembles and Jazz combos. 
Thank you to Elizabeth Tunley for her co-ordination of this event, a great night of entertainment!

Presentation Night/ Hamer Hall Monday 9 December 
Presentation Night is always a wonderful night of celebration and acknowledgement of our 
students. This is a night where the entire school community comes together to celebrate the 
achievements in the areas of academic, leadership, co -curricular and citizenship awards.

The Year 7 and 8 rehearsals for Presentation Night have now commenced and this week students 
will be auditioning for soloist positions. The Symphony Orchestra will commence rehearsals in 
the last two weeks of this term.

Tickets for Presentation Night will be on sale Term 4, more details related to ticket sales will be 
available early next term.

Music Scholarships 2020
Congratulations to all students who auditioned for the scholarship finals. This year was very 
competitive and it was extremely difficult to pick the finalists in all sections.

The scholarship finals will be held on Wednesday 28 August in the David McGrail Theatre 
commencing at 6.30pm, there is no charge for the finals and I would encourage students and the 
school community to come along to this exciting event.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music
Victorian Schools Music Festival
Congratulations to our choirs for their participation in the VSMF over the last week.

Cantabile were awarded a Silver award and the Senior Choir, Platinum award.

Congratulations to all students on their fine performances and to Paul Jones, Melanie White, 
Rosie Hilder , Elizabeth Tunley and Grace Tan for all their work with these ensembles.

Outstanding achievement and Congratulations
Alyssa Wong 
Alyssa recently competed in the Annual Singapore Raffles International Music Festival 2019, held 
from the 8-11 August in Singapore.

The  youth category was a strong field of 26 talented violinists from different nations of the world 
and Alyssa won  the Silver Award (2nd Prize) for Violin Solo competition .

Alyssa is certainly to be  commended on such an outstanding achievement!

Jamie Miles: Monash Youth Music Festival
Congratulations to Jamie Miles on his outstanding achievements at the Monash Youth Festival, 
please find a reflection from Jamie:

On Saturday 3 August, I competed in 3 sections of the Monash Youth Music Festival. In the Under 
21 section I came 3rd, in the Under 18 section I came 1st and in the Under 16 section I came 2nd. 
Also, on Sunday 4 August I competed in the Melbourne International Piano and Strings Festival 

Competition (14-17 Years) and won! This meant that I was able to play solo at the 
Melbourne Recital Centre - Elizabeth Murdoch Hall as part of the festival's Gala 
concert.

Jamie is also now into the final of The Musical Society of Victoria's Hephzibah 
Menuhin Award.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 13  23 AUGUST 2019

16
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Celebrating National Science Week 
Last week was National Science Week and to celebrate all things Science, the STEAM club 
prepared a number of events that were hugely successful. 

Activities such as chalk hashtags were an artful display of the combined efforts of Science and 
the Visual Art club.

Students enjoyed building and launching rockets, which highlighted 
this year’s theme: “Destination Moon: more missions, more science”.  

And of course, what Science Week would be complete 
without our Kahoot winners! 

We would like to thank everyone who participated in 
Science Week and look forward to seeing you at more 
events in the future! 

Stimulating your minds

1. When do comets reach their highest speed? Is it a) when they are closest to the Sun, b) 
when they are furthest from the Sun, or c) exactly halfway between the two?

2. Which of the following animals has the fastest top speed? Is it a) a yellowfin tuna, b) a 
bearded dragon, c) an ostrich, or d) a human?

3. Where would you find phloem? Is it a) in deep ocean currents, b) in the stems and trunks 
of plants, c) in bicycle helmets, or d) in mobile phone antennas?

4. Which of the following is a unit that measures speed? Is it a) barns, b) light nanoseconds, 
c) jiffies, or d) furlongs per fortnight?

5. How many thumbs does a koala have? Is it a) zero, b) two, c) four, or d) six?
Source: https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/up-to-speed-a-quick-quiz/

Solution to last Lion’s puzzle
40 minutes. 

Source: https://www.mathsisfun.com/puzzles/baffling-bath-water.html

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
 https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/up-to-speed-a-quick-quiz/
Source: https://www.mathsisfun.com/puzzles/baffling-bath-water.html
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events

Tuesday 27 August
Intermediate Round Robin

Wednesday 4 September
Year 7 Round Robin

Monday 2 September
State Final – Intermediate 
Girls Soccer

Wednesday 4 September
State Final – Senior Boys 
Soccer

Tuesday 10 September
State Final – Year 7 Girls 
Soccer

Friday 13 September
Chess Tournament
(Held at St. Catherines 
School)

Friday 13 September
State Final – Year 8 Girls 
Badminton

Balwyn Lions Track and Field supremacy
Last Monday at the Boroondara Division Athletics Championship, our largest team for the year 
of around 180 athletes gathered at the Doncaster Athletics track to complete in track and field 
events against other schools in the Boroondara Division. 

Balwyn High comprehensively retained the overall winners’ shield, an achievement that 
demonstrates not only the excellent participation and performances of the students, but also the 
willingness of students to fill in for athletes who could not compete on the day. 

It is also a just reward for the staff involved that gave up numerous lunchtimes and afterschool 
hours to provide training sessions and coaching advice to our athletes. Thank you to all teachers 
who supported the team and assisted in running the championship on the day: Paul Mirabella, 
Linda Gordon, Jane Diazikis, Richie Driscoll, Andre Gianfagna, Dale Gibb, Eddie Roscoe and Jo 
Lane.

Boorondara Division Schools Overall Points

Balwyn High School 2003

Camberwell High School 1161

Kew High School 890

Canterbury Secondary College 784

Doncaster Secondary College 683

Balwyn High also won both the Boys Aggregate and the Girls Aggregate at these Championships. 
Whereas we always dominate the Boys events, this is the first time I believe that we have beaten 
Canterbury Girls for the Girls aggregate. Well done to all of our girls for contributing to this 
success. 

Congratulations to the eight Balwyn athletes who were the best in their Age group in individual 
events to become the Division Age Champions in Track and Field.

Age Group Campions

William Louey M 12-13 Year Old

Jasper Kay-Kneebone M 14 Year old

Jin Hong Pang M 15 Year old 

Stella Reid F 16 Year old

Jonathan Gatsios M 16 Year old

Connor Downie M 17 Year old

Claire McInnes F 20 Year old

Kennath Christy-Alphones M 20 Year old

Congratulations and best wishes to all winners of events and those progressing to the Eastern 
Metropolitan Region Championships at the Knox Track on Friday 11 October, Week 1 of Term 4.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Sport
Interschool gymnastics team
Well done to the 13 gymnasts who represented Balwyn High School at the 2019 Interschool 
Gymnastics Championships on Wednesday 14 August. 

The dedicated team members have been training twice a week since the beginning of Term 3 
under student coach Rebekah Chen. On the day the girls competed on four apparatus- the vault, 
bars, beam and floor. The gymnasts put in 100% effort on the day and should be congratulated 
on how well they performed. 

A special congratulations to Tanya Thomas (7S) who finished 2nd overall in the Level D 
competition, Maria Freesz (10D) who finished 1st overall in Level C and to Lisa- Nadine Tan (9E) 
who finished 3rd overall in level A1, the top division of the competition. 

Team results include: 

2nd place level D-  Tanya Thomas, Emma-Marie Takla and Aisha Castellas

5th place level E- Zahara Mackey, Catherine Huang, Arabella Lesmana and Livinia Tran

6th place level E-  Andrea Chrisanthou, Elizabeth Ngodinhson and Madeleine Rees

Balwyn High School Gymnastics Team
Aisha Castellas, Emma-Marie Takla, Tanya Thomas, Arabella Lesmana, Livinia Tran, Andrea 
Chrisanthou, Elizabeth Ngodinhson, Madeleine Rees (Year 7) Aria McCallum, Catherine Huang, 
Zahara Mackey (Year 8), Lisa Nadine Tan (Year 9) and Maria Freesz (Year 10).

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Badminton Region Championships
On Friday 16 August the Year 8 Boys & Girls Badminton players competed at the Region 
Championships held at Kilsyth Sport Stadium. Congratulations to our Year 8 girls team who won 
the Region competition and will play at the State Finals on Friday 13 September.  Well done!

Sport

Athletics Championships 

http://
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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