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Balwyn High School is celebrating 65 wonderful years – Open Afternoon

We were delighted to host an Open Afternoon last Sunday as part of our 65th Anniversary 
celebrations. Most importantly it provided an opportunity for our visitors – some of whom were 
the school’s original students in 1954 - to be treated to an engaging and insightful experience 
wandering around the buildings and interacting with our fantastic staff and students. We were 
so pleased to hear the conversations of our alumni as they reminisced about past schooling 
experiences and friendships.

Certainly a major talking point was the imminent demolition of B and C Wings (set for the first week 
of the Term 1 holidays), and our magnificent plans for the new VCE precinct. The Principal Team 
and School Council could not be more excited about the project and the learning spaces that will 
be created for our students and staff. I will keep the school community updated over the course of 
the next two terms as our long term planning becomes a reality on our campus.

The event has also allowed us to update our Alumni database which will be overseen by our 
archivist, Julie Maddox. Alumni who were not able to attend on Sunday but who still wish to have 
their contact details recorded on the database, are invited to click on the website link and Julie 
will record the details.

I wish to thank in particular, Assistant Principal, Andy Corr, Bernadette Clayton, Director of 
Community Engagement, my Executive Assistant, Wendy Frith, the Facilities Team – Maggie and 
Alex Bozinis, members of my Leadership Team – Julien Escurat, Andy Smith, Hamish Anderson, 
Rikara Ahmat, Louise Noonan, Siobhan Mahony, Dani Cantor, Rob Handreck, Katie Jones, 
Amanda Clarke - and our student leaders – Oscar Reid, Charlie Visser, Mia Zelesco, Jonathan 
Velonis and Austin Ng - for their support of the afternoon. Thank you also to Wendy Kessler, Jenny 
Law and Annette Subhani for representing School Council.

Bruce Armstrong, Principal of Balwyn High School 2002-2008, retires from the Department 
of Education

Last week David Nichols, Bernadette Clayton and I were invited to Bruce’s retirement function 
ahead of his final day with the Department of Education on Friday 15 March. Bruce has given over 
three decades of service to government education. Following Bruce’s six years as Principal of 
Balwyn High School he took up an Assistant Regional Director’s role in the Northern Metropolitan 
Region. He was appointed the inaugural Director of the Bastow Institute for Leadership in 2010, 
before moving to the critical role of Deputy Secretary, Regional Services Group, in the Department’s 
Central Office in 2015.

David, Bernadette and I served as Assistant Principals with Bruce from 2006-2008 before I assumed 
the Acting Principal role in December 2008. It was also wonderful to be joined by Karen Harris 
(Director of Senior School 2006-2008, Assistant Principal 2009-2015), now Principal of Brunswick 
Secondary College, and Joanna Alexander (Director of Middle School 2006-2008, Director of 
Curriculum 2009) and now Principal of Blackburn High School, also in attendance. The five of us 
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worked extremely closely with Bruce over that time as he led Balwyn High School with passion 
and vision to improve financial and IT management, teaching and learning programs, facilities 
and staff professional learning.

We wish Bruce, his wife Robyn, and his two daughters Jessica and Madeleine all the very best 
for the future.

Deborah Harman
Principal

L-R: Karen Harris, Bernadette Clayton, Bruce Armstrong, Deborah 
Harman, Joanna Alexander, David Nichols.
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65th Anniversary Open Day 

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


4
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 4  22 MARCH 2019

Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

B Wing update

As Term 1 draws to a close excitement is building as the work to revitalize our B Wing VCE precinct 
begins to take shape. Already students have noticed changes as significant excavation work has 
occurred to accommodate new lockers that will be available for students at the commencement 
of Term 2. Major demolition work is scheduled to take place during the Easter holidays with 
the oldest section of our B wing being removed and then prepared for our new modular build 
scheduled to be installed at the end of Term 2. During this period we will continue to work to 
ensure that all of our students, in particular our Year 12 students, continue to have access to the 
best possible learning environments. As a consequence, there will be several room changes at 
the commencement of Term 2 and students are reminded to check their Compass timetables on 
a daily basis to ensure that they are aware of the location of their classes.  

Term 1 Progress Reports and Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 

Balwyn High School undertakes a comprehensive reporting policy throughout the year with the 
publishing of progress reports in Terms 1 and 3 and semester reports at the end of Semesters 1 
and 2. Learning Tasks comments are also available to students and parents through Compass 
during term. 

Term 1 Progress Reports will be available to students and parents through Compass from                 
4.00 pm Thursday 4 April, 2019. Please access these reports as soon as possible along with the 
explanatory rubric which is available through Compass Favourites. This report is designed to 
prompt discussion about learning goals for Term 2.

Change to winter uniform – no change to our uniform culture

Thank you to parents for their support in ensuring students have worn the correct summer 
uniform during Term 1. Please note the following information for the changeover from the summer 
uniform to the winter uniform: 

•	 Due to the variability of the weather, either summer or winter uniform may be worn for the 
first two weeks of Term 2 – from Tuesday 23 April to Friday 3 May, 2019;

•	 Students must not mix the summer uniform and winter uniform during these two weeks; 
•	 Winter uniform must be worn from Monday 6 May, 2019; and
•	 The winter uniform is outlined in the Student Planner.

The transition from summer uniform to winter uniform raises the following key points that students, 
parents and teachers need to work together on to maintain the uniform culture at Balwyn High 
School:

Shirts - students wear long sleeved shirts which must be tucked in. Shirts must be able to be 
done up at the top button and sleeves are to be rolled down.

•	 Ties - are worn by all students and the tie is to be worn properly to the collar. 
•	 Skirts - the summer dress is replaced by the winter skirt and must not be rolled or hitched 

up. Only wear black tights can be worn with the winter dress - socks are not permitted. 
•	 Trousers/Shorts - students may wear either long pinhead grey school trousers or the 

school’s grey shorts.
•	 Blazers - must be worn to and from school as the outer garment. Green school jumpers 

can be worn under the blazer but not as the outer garment to and from school.
•	 Shoes - same as for summer, black Oxford style shoes for boys and girls or T Bar sandals 

for girls.
•	 Socks - black socks are worn with the long pinhead grey school trousers or long grey 

walk-socks with the school shorts.
•	 Scarves - a navy blue scarf may be worn only with the winter uniform.

Return to page 1
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A change from summer uniform to winter uniform brings no change to our strong culture of 
correctly wearing uniform. Wearing the winter uniform means ensuring top buttons on shirts are 
buttoned up and ties are worn in the correct position to the collar. The shirt must be the correct 
size.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr and Josie Millard
Assistant Principals

Parents are requested to ensure their son/daughter has the correct winter uniform ready for 
Monday 6 May, 2019 and that their son/daughter leaves for school each day wearing their blazer, 
an appropriate sized shirt with top button on their shirt buttoned up and with the school tie in 
the correct position to the collar. All members of the school community have a responsibility to 
maintain the Balwyn High School culture of always wearing the school uniform correctly.  Let’s 
continue to have uniform Uniform.

Professional Learning Day – Tuesday 5 March
Glen Pearsall was the guest speaker at the Riversdale Principals’ Network meeting in May last 
year and our principal team felt it directly related to the school’s ongoing work around improving 
instructional practice, student agency and teacher efficacy. The principal team thought it would 
be beneficial for our staff to hear his presentation. In past years, the first two days of the school 
year were designated staff professional learning days, however, this year it was necessary to 
move the second day to 5 March in order to align with Glen’s busy schedule.

Glen was a teacher at Eltham High School and board member of the Victorian Curriculum 
Assessment Authority. He is the author of the bestselling And Gladly Teach, Classroom 
Dynamics and co-author of Literature for Life and Work Right.  His latest book Fast and Effective 
Assessment: How to reduce your workload and improve student learning has just been published 
internationally by ASCD. He is also co-creator of Toon Teach, an animated series on classroom 
management.

Glen works throughout Australia as an educational consultant, specializing in engaging 
instructional practice, assessment and workload reduction for teachers. He is a Cambridge 
Education associate, a master class presenter for TTA and has a long association with the 
Teacher Learning Network and a wide range of teacher unions.  Glen has a particular interest in 
the work of graduate and pre-service teachers and has worked as a seminar leader and research 
fellow at the Centre for Youth Research. 

During the day, Glen presented approximately 33 pedagogical strategies that included effective 
questioning techniques, peer and self-assessment and a wide variety of correction tools.  The 
strategies he demonstrated certainly met the school’s goals of improving instructional practice, 
building teacher efficacy and increasing student agency.  Both Glen’s presentation and his 
presentation style resonated with staff many of them have already implemented one or two of his 
strategies with great success.

Return to page 1
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Valuing peer and self-assessment 

Research shows that it is crucial that students play an active role in their own learning – especially 
in the assessment cycle. At Balwyn High School we believe that in order for feedback to be 
effective, it needs to be two-way activity. In other words, students need to actively process the 
feedback they receive from their teacher if it is to support them to make improvements in the 
future. Therefore, you may notice that your son or daughter’s teacher uses an error code on their 
written work and asks the students to find and correct their own grammar, spelling or structure 
errors.

Research also shows that peer and self-assessment are incredibly effective for improving student 
learning. Therefore, your son or daughter may talk about how they have been required to mark 
their own homework, using a grading scheme provided by the teacher, or how they have reviewed 
some of their friends’ work and used part of that to improve their own work. Students respond 
really well to sharing their ideas and recognize that it is through this sharing that they may find 
faults in their reasoning or be exposed to other ways of doing things. 

You can support this valuing of peer and self-assessment at home by ensuring that your son or 
daughter checks their work against set criteria before submitting it or simply proof reads their 
work before they say they have finished.

Tegan Knuckey 
Director of Pedagogy

Glen Pearsall 
Professional Learning Day
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Much information about pathways have been provided to students and families via the Tutorial 
Programs and Information Nights. As Term 1 draws to a close and the holidays are approaching, 
now is a fantastic opportunity for students to find out more about what they would like to do after 
high school and for parents to support them in their thinking.

Accessing Information from the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre

The VTAC website https://www.vtac.edu.au/ offers very comprehensive information on pathways 
and is an excellent place to start searching. It has a Course Search function in which students can 
find information relevant to each course, including career opportunities, fees, ATAR requirements 
and admission criteria. The VTAC website also has links to upcoming events such as open days 
and information evenings organised by tertiary institutions.

Students and parents may refer to the publication section http://www.vtac.edu.au/publications/ 
for guides which are tailored to Year 10 and VCE students, helping them to evaluate their strengths 
and interests, setting short-term and long-term goals, researching and selecting courses. The list 
of Prerequisites for 2020 and 2021 is also available in that section.

Year 10 Pathways

With the fully elective curriculum at Year 10, students have been able to try a broader range of 
new subjects while specialising themselves before they start VCE. This reinforces the importance 
of starting to think about post-school pathways as early as possible, and the Year 10 programs 
occurring between June and August have been designed for this purpose. Students are currently 
finalising arrangements for Work Experience and many of them have already secured placements 
in areas in which they aspire as a career. Work Experience is anticipated to offer students a 
genuine insight in a professional domain of interest. Following from Work Experience, the Year 
10 Careers Expo will take place in July, with displays from many different tertiary education 
providers. Students will be able to gather information and ask questions. It is important that 
students have reflected on pathways and careers by the time they arrive at the Year 11 Course 
Selection in August in order to make well informed choices.

VCE Scores

The VCE students have shown much interest in finding out more on how scores are calculated 
by VCAA and VTAC. Every score that is obtained in a Unit 3/4 study during the year, as part of 
coursework, is submitted to VCAA and moderated. In moderating those internal scores, VCAA 
heavily considers how students perform, as a cohort, in their end of year examinations. For this 
reason, students should view each assessment throughout the year as opportunities to progress 
in order to maximise their performance at the end of the year. Besides, the students should 
consider the importance of the collective performance in the process of moderation and therefore 
support each other in their learning. Further information is available on how to calculate a study 
score via the VCAA website https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vce/results/studyscore.aspx and 
how to calculate an ATAR via the VTAC website http://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/
abcofscaling.pdf. 

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

This week I am happy to turn over my usual spot in the Lion to our Head of Integrated Learning 
Experiences, Katie Jones, who has some exciting news about our Year 9 experiential learning 
program – Endeavour.

Endeavour 2019

It is with great excitement that we finally unveil plans for Endeavour: our Year 9 experiential 
learning program that will commence in Term 2 and run through to Term 4 of 2019. 

The Endeavour program has been designed to develop 21st Century skills in our Year 9 students. 
Students will develop skills in critical thinking and problem solving, collaboration and leadership, 
agility and adaptability, initiative and entrepreneurialism, effective oral and written communication 
skills, accessing and analysing information – all the while developing their curiosity and 
imagination. 

Endeavour is a unique opportunity for students at the end of their Middle School journey to 
complete an extended inquiry-learning project that helps them develop skills in a supportive 
learning environment. 

Each Year 9 student will individually investigate and create a product or proposal that raises 
awareness of an issue of personal significance to them that spans multiple cultures or subcultures 
and explain whether there is a global relevance to their issue. Students will identify a topic of 
interest and research this through Terms 2 to 4 in selected English, Humanities, Science and 
Mathematics classes with the support of their teachers. 

As a part of this program, in the last week of Term 2, the Year 9 cohort will participate in the 
Melbourne Experience. The goal of the Melbourne Experience is for students to develop 
interpersonal skills and become independent whilst exploring the City of Melbourne and its culture. 
Students will catch public transport to the city each day and complete a variety of activities and 
programs. These include visiting the MCG and the Sports Museum, the Shrine of Remembrance, 
The Big Issue, The NGV, The Aquarium, and a Melbourne Sustainability walking tour. Students 
will also have a lesson on Kung Fu with a focus on self-discipline and anti-bullying. The week will 
culminate in a Melbourne scavenger hunt and finish with bowling and pizza at Strike. 

The Endeavour program wraps up in Term 4 with students partaking in an Expo showcasing their 
work to the school community. Here students will present their product or proposal to students, 
teachers and parents and discuss potential solutions to their big issue.

More information will be made available at a meeting for parents to be held early in Term 2 
including costing for the Melbourne Experience. The date for this meeting will be announced 
soon.

We very much look forward to supporting our Year 9 students in their Endeavour projects in 2019! 

Katie Jones
Head of Integrated Learning Experiences

and
Andy Smith

Director of Middle School
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National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence – Friday 15 March

Awareness was raised with all staff, students and parents on Friday 15 March to promote the key 
messages of ‘National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence’. The day was an opportunity 
for the whole school community to 'take a stand together' against bullying and violence. 

Behaviours that do not align with the Balwyn High School Student Code of Practice, are not 
welcome within the school community. Treating others with respect, using inclusive language, 
demonstrating positive social behaviours, and showing acceptance of diversity within the school 
community are all crucial in ensuring all students feel safe and connected. 

Please see some important information below.

Be Well at Balwyn News – A Thought from Student Services 

Harmony Day – Thursday 21 March

Harmony Day is about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. It is a day 
to celebrate Australia’s diversity, a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home. 
Outlined in the Balwyn High School Student Code of Practice is the importance of respecting self, 
others and the environment. When we align ourselves to these values, it results in a community 
that is safe, positive and promotes belonging for all its members.

On Thursday 21 March, we asked all members of our community to reflect on their behaviours 
that symbolise a harmonious society through messages of harmony and Polaroid images. This 
will be developed into an art piece and displayed in Student Services. 

Return to page 1
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Reflections on Josh Frydenberg’s Schools Environment Forum

As the Environment Captains of 2019, we were invited to attend an environmental forum hosted 
by Josh Frydenberg, the treasurer of the Australian government, along with environmental 
representatives from other schools. It was truly a fantastic experience to listen to and understand the 
different views and perspectives of other leaders. Discussions surrounded various environmental 
issues such as the Adani Coal Mine and the Great Barrier Reef, and Josh Frydenberg returned 
with kind and insightful responses to all questions. For us, it was genuinely eye opening, and we 
are so grateful to know that the voice of the younger generation is being listened to and that our 
future is in good hands. 

Listening to the diverse and creative project ideas that are being implemented in surrounding 
schools, has given us great inspiration for brand new proposals that would impel Balwyn High 
School to be more sustainable and environmentally friendly. 

We aim to keep in contact with the representatives from the neighbouring schools, with the 
intention of exchanging further ideas, collaborating on projects and the most important of all, 
seeking advice for putting our plans into action. Our desired result is to raise awareness around 
environmental issues and ultimately create a greener Balwyn High School. 

Annette Gloria and Julian Wong
Environment Captains

Annette Gloria
2019 Environment Captain

Julian Wong
2019 Environment Captain

Students at the Forum with Josh Frydenberg
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What’s Happening in Art & Design?

Drawing from Observation – Year 11 Studio Arts A and B
In this learning activity the students were asked to experiment with a range of drawing media in a 
limited time frame of around fifteen minutes for each activity. The drawings were produced using 
a range of media including charcoal, ink and copic markers.

Students drew sets of objects as well as models to practise their skills.

This is a small selection of students’ work as curated by each class.

Olivia Cooke and Merinda Ries
Art Teachers

Arts Society
Arts society has been busy and engaged this year with an interesting range of activities, and 
some dedicated Arts Ambassadors and Arts Captains facilitating workshops on a weekly basis. 
We have had mask-making, blind drawing, and badge making.

Next up is monoprints. Anyone is welcome to join Arts Society. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

Return to page 1
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Theatre Arts

There has been a lot happening within the Theatre Arts community at Balwyn High School this 
term. We are well under way with the rehearsals of our two productions, which will both be 
presented in Term 2. There is our school’s musical of Anything Goes in Week 9 and our VCE 
production of Cosi in Week 3. Additionally, Drama club is on every Tuesday Lunch time in the 
Theatre, providing students with the opportunity of exploring and expressing their Performance 
skills with like-minded individuals. Finally, we are also very proud to share the successes of two 
of our Theatre Arts students in Theatre Studies and Dance. 

Mia Zelesco

Mia Zelesco is in Year 12 and was one of the top performers of the 2018 VCE Theatre Studies 
course. Her monologue was selected for Top Acts which she performed on Tuesday 10 March at 
the Arts Centre. 

Chelsea Zafirakos

Chelsea Zafirakos is in Year 9 and has been accepted into the Miami City Ballet School in Florida 
for their five week Summer Intensive Training Programme. Of the eight Levels of dance accepted 
into the programme for the Miami City Ballet School Intensive Training Programme, she has 
been the only successful applicant accepted from Australia. Chelsea has also previously been 
awarded two Scholarships (in 2016 and 2018) from the Gay Wightman School of Dance.

Theatre Sports Competition

We are also conducting a Theatre Sports Competition at Athletics Day this year on Friday 29 
March. Students will compete in teams for their Houses performing Theatre Sports Games for 
points. This is a new initiative we are excited to bring to the Balwyn High School community.

Mia Zelesco Chelsea Zafirakos
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Poster Competition

We are conducting a Poster Competition this year to allow students to have a platform for their 
Art to be publically displayed for the marketing campaign of Anything Goes. All key information 
is included in the Anything Goes Poster Competition poster.

We hope to see you in the Theatre next term supporting and enjoying Anything Goes and Cosi.  
Watch this space for more information.

Rachelle Heath
Head of Performing Arts and Production
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Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News

Winter Uniforms Now Available to Purchase

We are situated in the canteen in the science block. Look for the signs.

Open Thursdays, during school Terms, 3.00 - 4.30 pm.

STEP 1 - Check if your long sleeve shirt, trousers and/or skirt still fit. Please don’t leave it until 
the last minute.

STEP 2 - If they don’t fit bring them in and we will sell them for you. Make sure they are clean and 
tidy. You receive up to 70% of the sale price.

STEP 3 - Buy uniforms the next size up from us and save $$  

Updates
•	 Currently for sale are blazers, jumpers, long sleeve shirts, shorts, trousers, ties, skirts, 

school team socks, scarves, school bags and sports uniforms including tracksuit pants, 
spray jackets and rugby tops. 

•	 Purchase your Year 12 jumpers and ties now before they’re gone.
•	 Only two more days left to shop this term - Thursday 28 March and Thursday 4 April.
•	 Full details are on the school website. Click on School Uniforms under the Parents’ tab 

and follow the links to Second-hand uniforms.
•	 For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@

balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Don’t forget
SELLING - We can sell your outgrown uniform items for you. Wash or dry clean your items. A bit 
of TLC will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. No torn or damaged items please.

BUYING - Come in and buy quality, pre-loved items and save. Hundreds of items for sale and 
stock changes weekly. We accept cash, cheque or credit card (2.25% fee).

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School 

Girls Winter Uniform Winter Uniform Plus 
Jumper

Winter Shirt
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Gala Soiree

On Thursday 14 March the music calendar opened with the Gala Soiree in the David McGrail 
Theatre. This is a wonderful event and showcases a range of our finest musicians. The audience 
was certainly treated to an evening of outstanding music from students across Years 8- 12.

The Gala Soiree featured guest performances from Alumni 2018, Imogen Spendlove and Vincent 
Knowlws who treated the audience to a wonderful version of Somewhere over the Rainbow. The 
audience certainly were treated to a very special performance!

The student performances were amazing and the program concluded with a special 
performance from the USA Choir and Stage Band who depart on 31 March for an exciting range 
of performances, workshops and exchange performances with leading high schools across the 
United States. 

Congratulations to all our students who performed at the Gala Soiree and many thanks to all the 
parents and staff who supported the evening.

Many thanks to our Parents and Friends of Music who work so hard behind the scenes to assist 
us with our events.

Gala Soiree 2019
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Music

USA MUSIC TOUR 2019 

The USA Music Tour departs on Sunday 31 March for a wonderful tour across the United States 
and performing in wonderful venues, including the Chicago Symphony Centre and a range of 
high profile jazz clubs across Chicago, Boston and New York. We will be working with professional 
musicians and have the opportunity to perform in a range of high schools.

This experience will provide lifelong experiences for our students and we look forward to providing 
a detailed report on our return.

We wish all the tour members and staff, a safe and rewarding trip! 

Autumn Concert Series Term 2 2019

Concert 1: Tuesday 30 April, 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Symphonic Band, Junior String Orchestra, Cantabile (Year 7 Choir), Encore

        

Concert 2: Tuesday 30 April, 8 pm - 9.15 pm
Newitt String Orchestra, Junior Concert Band, Novice Concert Band, Senior String Orchestra

        

Concert 3: Thursday 2 May, 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm  
A-Train Stage Band, Intersection Stage Band, Black Orpheus Stage Band, Jazz Vocal Ensemble

        

Concert 4: Thursday 2 May, 8 pm - 9 pm     
Senior Concert Choir, Intermediate Concert Band, Intermezzo String Orchestra

The first of our large concerts will be held in Week 2 of Term 2, Tuesday 30 April and Thursday 
2 May. I would encourage parents to check the program over the two nights and to purchase 
tickets via the website, the tickets will be available during the last week of this term.

The concerts will be the first opportunity for the school community to hear the ensembles and we 
wish all students and their conductors every success for their first performances.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

March 31 – April 13

Chicago – Boston – New York City
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Mathematics/Science

The results of the Paper Plane competition are in!

The STEAM club hosted the paper plane throwing competition on Wednesday 6 March at the A.M. 
Rogers Hall, with a number of students and teachers involving themselves in the event. 

The competition’s aim was to bring increased attention to the field of 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Maths) and was 
certainly successful in doing so. Many different types of planes were 
made and thrown; some were fantastic and flew an absurd distance 

whilst the others plummeted. 

We saw an abundance of group 
participants who came down with 
their dear friends and had a wonderful 
time working collaboratively to create 
the most idealistic flight craft. 

 

Time Distance

Solo Kaan Isik – 4.83 seconds with 
Mr. Smith coming second at 
4:39 seconds

Axel Ackerman – 18.5 meters 

Group Kaan Isik and William Davies 
– 4.72 seconds

Anush Naresh and Zane 
Beckter – 14 meters

The winners of the sectors are the following: 

The STEAM club strives to bring more 
competition like this one in the near future, so 
keep your eyes peeled on Compass News feed 
and the Lion newsletter. 

Anton Zangl, Tina Tang, Hans Xing and 
Daniel Chen

2019 STEAM team
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Mathematics/Science

Physics at Luna Park

This year, our Unit 3/4 Physics students headed off to Luna Park to experience Physics 
through amusement park rides. Students were able to right a number of rides including the 
Enterprise (which highlights principles of circular motion), the Twin Dragon (which highlights 
energy transformations), and the Dodgem Cars (which highlights momentum and the physics of 
collisions). This excursion has always been highly successful in engaging students in thinking 
about Physics in a practical setting, and applying concepts learnt in the classroom to real world 
scenarios. 

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science
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Mathematics/Science

Stimulating your Minds

Have you ever been stuck when solving a brain teaser, then upon hearing the solution, 
immediately realise that you were on the wrong path? Lateral thinking is the ability to think 
outside the box and approach problems from multiple angles, instead of the just the one. The 
following puzzles are just that. At first glance, they seem straight forward, dropping subtle hints 
and clues to help redirect your thinking. In order to solve puzzles such as these Lateral Thinking 
Puzzles, open your mind to the problem. Look at it from multiple angles, pay close attention to 
puzzles and deliberateness of the puzzle, and you may be surprised where your thinking can 
take you.

Puzzle 1: Push that Car
A man pushed his car. He stopped when he reached a hotel at which point he knew he was 
bankrupt. Why?

Source: https://www.destination-innovation.com/the-top-ten-lateral-thinking-puzzles/

The next one isn’t exactly a Lateral Thinking Puzzle, but more of a visual spatial perception brain 
teaser.

Puzzle 2: How can you get 30 by placing the balls into the boxes in the following 
equation?

Source: https://www.mentalup.co/blog/brain-teasers
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Mathematics/Science

Solution to last Lion’s puzzle

Maths Puzzle

If you add all the numbers up 1+2+3+…+7+8+9 they equal 45. If all rows equal the same, 
then each row must add up to 15. Consider the middle number next. If the middle number was 
6, 9 couldn't go anywhere. If 4 was in the middle, then wherever 1 was placed, you would need 
a 10. So 5 has to go in the middle! Another result you may have gotten is a reflection or rotation 
of the same grid. 

Source: Spencer, A 2017, The Number Games, Xoum Publishing, NSW

Science Quiz

1. Limpet teeth; 2. 5000; 3. Wasp; 4. 118; 5. Neptune

 

Source: CSIRO 2018, www.doublehelix.csiro.au
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Sport 

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events
Tuesday 26 March
Region Swimming 
Championships

Friday 29 March
House Athletics

Tuesday 2 April
Chess Tournament held at 
Brighton Grammar School

House Athletics Carnival Next Friday

The House Athletics Carnival will be held next Friday 29 March at Hagenauers Reserve: Box Hill 
Athletics Track, Elgar Road Box Hill.

This is an All School Event.

Students are to make their own way to and from the reserve. Elgar Road and Belmore Road are 
well serviced by buses. If parents are transporting students, please consider your drop off and 
pick up area carefully to avoid the congestion around the venue.

Parents are most welcome to come along and watch the competition on the day. 

Trials at school have now been completed and all events will be conducted on the day. 

If any student who is a talented athlete missed the trials or a place in the team for a good 
reason, they should see Mr Handreck in the Sport Office as soon as possible. The results of the 
House Carnival form the basis of the school athletics team which will compete at the Division 
Championships later in Term 3.

We are looking forward to a great day of athletics competition, colour, fun and student leadership 
initiative and creativity.

Balwyn ‘Swimming Lions’ Power on in the Pool!

The ‘Swimming Lions’ have again retained the Division Swimming Championship. What a 
fantastic effort it was to blitz the opposition and almost double the next nearest point score. This 
is indeed the power of participation, teamwork and some amazing performances from our top 
swimmers, including some personal bests. 

Congratulations to all competitors in winning the overall Division shield and both the Boys’ 
aggregate.

A real team effort at the end of the day saw Balwyn win 10 of the 18 relays and further consolidate 
our lead and provide an opportunity for many swimmers to compete at the Region Championships 
at the Ringwood Pool next Tuesday 26 March.

Division Swimming 2019 Team Score Summary:

1st Balwyn 1,186

2nd Camberwell 602

3rd Canterbury 593

4th Kew 482 

5th Doncaster 276

Congratulations to the following students who were age group champions on the day. 

14Yr Female Champion    Joanna Jang

14 Yr Male Champion     Allan Liang

15 Yr Male Champion    Jacques Wessels

16 Yr Female Champion  Parnia Shaban 

17 Yr Male Champion    Ryan Lim

20 Yr Male Champion  Nicholas Lee
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Sport

Further congratulations to the following swimmers who set new records in stunning fashion:

Parnia Shaban who again broke her own record in the 100m Female Butterfly to set an impressive 
new mark of 1:08.24.

Mia Hamley who swam 40.20 in the 50m F 20Yr Breaststroke shaving just under a second off the 
old mark.

Joanna Jang who cut 0.2 of a second off the 14 F 50m Breaststroke record to record 34.81.

Mackenzie De Bono, Arabella Lesmana, Joanna Jang and Sharna McClure set a new benchmark 
in the Female 14Yr Medley Relay of 2:24.67 beating the old record set in 2010 by 8 seconds.

Mia Hamley, Julia McInnes, Claire McInnes and Emily Zhang cut 5 seconds off the 1998 record 
to post 2:12.40 in the F 20 Yr 4 X 50 Relay.

The Region Swimming Championships for the winners will take place on the Tuesday 26 March 
at the Ringwood Aquatic Centre.

Best wishes for the 30 ‘Swimming Lions’ who will compete at Region.

Up and Running Twice a Week

It has been an amazing start to year for the Balwyn High School Running Club. Students and 
teachers meet before school on Wednesday and Friday to improve their fitness, train for the 
Athletics Carnival and run in a friendly environment. (7:30 - 8:15 am)
The club is designed to suit all short, medium and long distance runners with sessions around 
the Robert Handreck Sports field, Macleay Park and the weights room. 

We are looking forward to another successful year of Running Club. Come on down and join 
James and Maria for fun, friendship and fitness! It is a great way to start the day twice a week. 

Cheerleaders Rock the ‘G’

On Thursday 14 March our Cheerleaders were invited to perform at the Victorian Schools Sports 
Award. This year marks 25 years of celebration of the Victorian School Sports and it was a great 
honour for our students to be a part of the celebrations at the MCG. It was a thrill for the girls to 
visit the Long Room and to feel a bit of cricket and football history. 

A big thank you to Argine Hartuyunyan who coaches the girls twice a week. With 10 new members 
joining the squad it was a challenge to squeeze in enough practice for a great routine.

The 24 girls performed really well and were appreciated by parents, students, teachers, Olympians 
and government officials.
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Sport

Interschool Sport Results 
Year 8 Round Robin - Thursday 14 March

SPORT Girls 
A

Boys
A

Girls 
B

Boys
B

Girls 
C

Boys 
C

Baseball Won

Cricket Runners 

Up

Runners 

Up

Runners 

Up

Softball Placed

Tennis Won Won Won Won

Basketball Placed Placed Placed Placed Placed Placed
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Sport

The Wake on the Barwon - Thursday 14 March 

Student Race Place

Jackson Morrish, James Lauder Male Double Scull Open 
Division 1

1st (A Final)

Xavier Mackey, Thomas Pearce, Jackson 
Morrish, James Lauder

Male Coxed Quad Scull 
Open Division 1

1st (Final)

Jordan Koh, Xavier Mackey, Jonathan 
Gatsios, Thomas Pearce

Male Coxed Quad Scull 
Year 10 Division 1

1st (A Final)

James Lauder Male Single Scull Open 
Division 1

2nd (A Final)

Jackson Morrish Male Single Scull Open 
Division 1

3rd (Final)

Roman Corvetti Male Single Scull Year 9 
Division 1 

2nd (B Final)

Thomas Pearce, Xavier Mackey Male Double Scull Year 10 
Division 1

2nd (A Final)

Jonathan Gatsios, Jordan Koh Male Double Scull Year 10 
Division 1

3rd (A Final)

Netaanya Jiju, Isabelle Rochford Female Double Scull Year 
9 Division 1

3rd (B Final)

Therina Tao, Olivia Brando, Isabella 
Buchanan, Isabelle Rochford, Roman 
Covertti (cox)

Female Coxed Quad Scull 
Year 9 Division 1

3rd (B Final)

The Balwyn High School Rowing team travelled to the picturesque Barwon River in Geelong last 
week, where they competed in the School Sports Victoria Rowing Regatta. 

The squad has been training for several weeks with Luciano Morand (Head Coach at Hawthorn 
Rowing Club) and alumni Katie Dunoon and Tristan Krstevksi on the Yarra River at Hawthorn. 
We had multiple winners including James Lauder, Jackson Morrish, Jordon Koh, Xavier Mackey, 
Thomas Pearce and Jonathan Gatsios.

Everyone had a great time and cannot wait for next year! Special mention and thank you to Ms 
Johanna Adam who accompanied the students to the Regatta. With a very early start our team 
left Southern Cross Station at 6am and arrived at the river with perfect racing conditions for the 
day ahead.

Congratulations to our seasoned rowers with our boys awarded the School Sport Victoria Best 
Performed School pennant on the day. We also had a number of students who participated in the 
Year 8 Go Rowing program last year and for the first time competed at the regatta, performing 
really well. No doubt they will build on their Regatta experience and performances in the future.

Well done to all our rowers on a fantastic day at the SSV Rowing Regatta!

Rowing Regatta Results
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