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Welcome Back for Term 2
I hope students, staff, their families and friends have had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday. I welcome 
all new students and their families to Balwyn High School. We are obviously fully in the midst of our 
long awaited VCE B-Wing precinct and the excitement is growing as we start to see how the project 
will unfold.

Term 2 is always a very important time that sees many of our students involved in examinations and 
major assessment tasks that will take place over coming weeks. Over 620 VCE students will undertake 
the General Achievement Test (GAT) on Wednesday 12 June and all students will be undertaking 
a series of School Assessed Coursework (SACs) and Common Assessment Tasks (CATs) over the 
course of the ten weeks of term. All students will benefit from a range of Wellbeing programs that have 
been planned by our Student Services Team. Year 10 students will be finalising their arrangements for 
their week of Work Experience and there are a large number of Music, Sporting and other co-curricular 
events that will involve many of our students across all year levels. The Year 8 Canberra Camp and 
Melbourne Tour Excursion will be enjoyed by our Year 8 students, and our Year 9s will be actively 
preparing for their upcoming City Experience. It will indeed be a very busy time but I am confident that 
students will be again fully supported by their teachers and parents to successfully complete all tasks 
and continue to enjoy the myriad of opportunities that are available outside of the classroom.

USA Music Tour – An outstanding success
Congratulations to Bernadette Clayton, Paul Jones, Melanie White, Mal Sedergreen, Grace Tan, 
Andy Smith and 48 wonderful students who participated in the second USA Music Tour from 
31 March to 13 April. I had the pleasure of accompanying the tour group and I could not have 
been more proud of how Balwyn High School was represented during the choral and jazz band 
performances, coaching workshops, school visits (definitely the highlight for many participants) 
and throughout the cultural sightseeing opportunities. 

We were extremely fortunate to have the same tour manager with us from our last trip in 2017. Deb 
Troen was a wonderful guide and quickly won the respect and admiration of the tour members 
who had not previously travelled with her. On our last day Deb presented me with a lovely card 
with a heartfelt message for us:

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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To the staff and students of Balwyn High School

What an honour it has been to accompany you on your USA tour. I am so proud of you all. 
Everywhere we travelled I heard compliments on your musicianship, your kindness, courtesy and 
respect. 

You are all wonderful, and I know you will make positive choices throughout your lives that will 
make the world a better place. The staff is among the best I have had the pleasure of travelling 
with. 

Thank you so much for letting me be a part of your journey. I will remember you always.

With love

Deb

Thank you to all tour participants for their contributions to these marvellous experiences and 
for School Council for their ongoing support for our international trips as well as our expansive 
camps and outdoor education programs. Our planning now turns to the September China 
Cultural Tour which will be led by Tammy Li. Twenty two students will be accompanied by Josie 
Millard (Assistant Principal), Siobhan Mahony (Director of International Relations), Paul Gear and 
Eliza Broadbent (Year 12 SLWMs). They are assured of a wonderful trip with visits to two of our 
sister schools – The High School Affiliated to Beijing Normal University and the Guangha School 
in Guangzhou. Visiting such world renowned sites as the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, the 
Terracotta Warriors and Shanghai Disneyland will be sure to live in the memories for a long time 
to come.

Deborah Harman
Principal
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David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Farewell to B-Block
In the last week of Term 1, staff gave B-Block a final fond farewell. This building, which is the last 
of the original Balwyn High School teaching spaces and has traditionally been the home of VCE 
students, has been taken down over the holidays, so that the new B-wing can take its place. Many 
staff (pictured) worked at the school when this space served as the entry to the school. Whilst 
the building holds many memories for staff (and past students, no doubt), we are excited for the 
building of the teaching and learning spaces that will replace it in the upcoming months. Our 
sincere thank you to our Director of Visual Art and Design, Ramona Tilley, and Art Teacher, Bruce 
McLaverty, for the artwork (pictured) that 
supported our final farewell.

Keeping up to date through Compass
Important school information for parents 
and students is published on Compass. 
News items and payments due (eg for 
excursions) are published on My News 
and results and feedback for your son/
daughter’s main assessments are 
available under Learning Tasks. Clicking 
on the Profile link provides access to 
student’s timetable, attendance records 
(including daily attendance) and the 
Progress Reports that were released at 
the end of Term 1. Parents are urged to 
check their Compass account at least 
once a week and if you have any issues 
accessing your account, please contact 
the Registrar on 03 9862 4106. 

 
Travelling To and From School – 
Safety First
The school often receives reports from 
members of the public on how well our 
students conduct themselves on excursions, travelling on public transport and also following 
traffic laws. On rare occasions, reports regarding poor behaviour and of students not obeying 
traffic laws are also unfortunately received. Good behaviour and traffic safety are vital every day 
when travelling to and from school and parents are urged to discuss the following with their son/
daughter:

•	 observe road safety rules to and from school each day;
•	 observe all road laws, in particular cyclists must wear helmets; 
•	 when crossing the road, it must be done with care and where possible at a controlled 

crossing particularly on busy roads such as Balwyn Road, Belmore Road and Doncaster 
Road. When crossing Buchanan Avenue, they must cross at the patrolled crossings;

•	 always behave responsibly on public transport and offer their seat to older passengers 
when appropriate; 

•	 have a valid Myki card and touch on and off each time they use public transport; and
•	 carry their concession card at all times.

Parents are reminded that Buchanan Avenue (in front of the schools) is a 40 km/h zone. The 
Balwyn High School neighbourhood is very busy throughout the day, particularly before and after 
school, and all members of the school community need to adopt a ‘safety first’ attitude.

Return to page 1
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Indigenous Blessing Ceremony
Prior to the demolition work that was undertaken during the 
Easter holidays, we were acutely aware of some disruption to 
a small part of our highly respected Indigenous Reconciliation 
Pathway. As a consequence it was arranged to have a 
blessing performed by an Aboriginal Elder. We welcomed 
Chris Hume to Balwyn High School on the first day of the 
school holidays. Chris performed the 20 minute ceremony 
with staff and building workers in attendance and we greatly 
appreciated his attendance. 

Assistant Principals’  Report 

NAPLAN
NAPLAN is one measure through which governments, the 
Department of Education and Training, teachers and parents 
are able to determine whether or not students have the 
literacy and numeracy skills that provide the critical foundation for other learning and for their 
productive participation in the community. The tests provide parents with a broad understanding 
of how individual students are performing at the time of the tests. NAPLAN tests are one aspect 
of each school’s assessment and reporting process, and do not replace the extensive, ongoing 
assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance.

NAPLAN also provides schools, education systems and governments with information about 
how education programs are working and which areas need to be prioritised for improvement. 
Further information about the tests has been attached.

At Balwyn High School, much work has been informed by the NAPLAN testing over recent years 
and while there have been specific, targeted interventions for individual learners it has been 
the whole school level response to NAPLAN that has been the most valuable work. Curriculum 
design, learning activities and developmental progressions for assessment have all been 
significantly informed by NAPLAN data. 

Last year the teaching staff addressed the evidence that ‘teaching to the test’ simply increases 
anxiety for students. It does not improve student results, and most importantly, such practice 
impedes a school’s capacity to respond effectively to the data. However, it is appropriate that 
students feel adequately prepared for NAPLAN and that they feel able to complete the test in fair 
and just conditions. As such, the school will undertake some familiarity activities in the lead up 
to NAPLAN. We will certainly avoid situations which might cause undue pressure or stress for 
students. 

We would encourage families to be informed about the NAPLAN tests and to ensure that students 
make every effort to attend school promptly each day that NAPLAN occurs. If a student is absent 
on the day of testing, please contact the Middle School Office on 03 9862 4138. Catch-up tests 
will occur on Friday 18 May, 2018.

Tuesday 14 May 2019 – Year 7 & 9

Period Duration Assessment Task What to Bring

P1 45 minutes Language Conventions 2B Pencil, Eraser, Sharpener

P2 40 minutes Writing 2B Pencil, Eraser, Sharpener, blue 
or black pen

Wednesday 15 May 2019 – Year 7 & 9

Period Duration Assessment Task What to Bring

P1 65 minutes Language Conventions 2B Pencil, Eraser, Sharpener

Return to page 1
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Thursday 16 May 2019 – Year 7 & 9

Period Duration Assessment Task What to Bring

P1 65 minutes Numeracy 2B Pencil, Eraser, Sharpener, 
Calculator

NAPLAN on paper –  
information for parents 
and carers 

Why do students do NAPLAN?
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and 
numeracy skills that are essential for every child to 
progress through school and life.

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 participate in the annual 
NAPLAN tests in reading, writing, language conventions 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy.

The assessment provides parents and schools with an 
understanding of how individual students are performing 
at the time of the tests. NAPLAN is just one aspect of a 
school’s assessment and reporting process - it does not 
replace ongoing assessments made by teachers about 
student performance.

NAPLAN also provides schools, education authorities 
and governments with information about how education 
programs are working and whether young Australians 
are meeting important educational outcomes in literacy 
and numeracy.

What is assessed?
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that 
students are learning through their regular school 
curriculum. All government and non-government 
education authorities have contributed to the 
development of NAPLAN materials.

See example NAPLAN questions at nap.edu.au

How can I help my child prepare?
Help your child prepare by reassuring them that 
NAPLAN is just one part of their school program, and 
by reminding them on the day to simply try their best. 
Teachers will ensure students are familiar with the types 
of questions in the tests and will provide appropriate 
support and guidance.

ACARA does not recommend excessive preparation for 
NAPLAN or the use of services by coaching providers. 

NAPLAN is about assessing learning progress in literacy 
and numeracy. 

Participation in NAPLAN 
All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to 
participate in the annual NAPLAN assessment.

Students with disability may qualify for adjustments 
that reflect the support normally provided for classroom 
assessments. You should first discuss the use of 
any disability adjustments for your child with your 
child’s teacher.

A formal exemption may be granted for a student 
with disability that severely limits their capacity to 
participate in the assessment, or for a student who 
has recently arrived in Australia and has a non-English 
speaking background.

Your school principal and your local test administration 
authority can give you more information on special 
provisions or the process required to gain a formal 
exemption.

Will my child sit NAPLAN on 
paper or online?

In 2019, your child will sit NAPLAN paper tests.

However, children in other schools across Australia 
will sit the NAPLAN online tests this year. Federal, 
state and territory education ministers have agreed 
that all schools will move online by 2020. State and 
territory education authorities will determine when 
their schools move online.

As students are assessed on the same literacy and 
numeracy curriculum content, regardless of whether 
they complete the test online or on paper, results for 
both formats can be reported on the same NAPLAN 
assessment scale. To find out more about NAPLAN 
Online, visit nap.edu.au
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

After a brilliant Term 1, we hope that all the Senior School students have returned feeling refreshed 
and ready to approach a new term full of exciting events. Term 2 is marked with the Pillar of 
Learning, ‘Learning to Think, Know and Understand’, which will be especially fitting for the Senior 
School Students. The Year 10 and VCE Unit 1 students will have their mid-year examinations 
from 27 May to 7 June, the Year 10 Work Experience will occur from 24 June to 28 June and the 
General Achievement Test (GAT) is scheduled on 12 June for all students studying a VCE Unit 3/4 
subject. Each of these events will provide many opportunities for students to test their learning.

The importance of this term’s Pillar of Learning relies on the belief that effective learning occurs 
when one is able to learn through personal reflection and deep comprehension of new concepts. 
It also advocates for a genuine love of learning. As important assessment dates will occur this 
term, the students are encouraged to develop their independent learning skills and prepare in 
advance. Strategies for efficient study habits and preparation include:

•	 Having a healthy lifestyle including a regular sleep pattern, healthy eating and physical 
activity

•	 Using class time to engage in meaningful discussion with peers, ask questions and 
receive feedback from teachers

•	 Using time at home to regularly review class notes, keep these notes updated, complete 
homework tasks and extension activities

•	 Using a study timetable in order to keep a productive balance between studies and leisure

Year 10 Work Experience
The Year 10 Work Experience will take place from Monday 24 to Friday 28 June this year. No Year 
10 classes will run that week as the students will be on professional placement. The students 
should now be in the process of finalising their placement and Work Experience Arrangement 
Forms are to be submitted to their tutorial teachers at the earliest convenience. We hope that 
Work Experience will be a valuable opportunity for the students to gain an insight to professional 
life in an area of their interest. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact your 
child’s tutorial teacher or the Year 10 Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers, Alexandra Cerni 
and Amy Lawson.

The Year 10 and VCE Unit 1 Examinations
The Year 10 and Unit 1 Examinations will take place from Monday 27 May to Friday 7 June. 
Please also note that no Year 10 or Unit 1 classes will run during that time. Each year, the mid-
year examinations provide the students with a genuine opportunity to test themselves in real 
examination conditions and gain experience in managing time, workload and emotional needs. 
It is an important period of assessment at Balwyn High School which has proven to support 
students in the lead up to the VCAA Examinations at the end of Year 12. In order to gain a 
genuine and beneficial experience from these examinations, the students are recommended 
to prepare long in advance by making sure that their notes are well organised and up to date, 
regularly engaging in class discussion, acting with their teacher’s feedback and using personal 
study time to consolidate and extend learning. Parents may also support their child by making 
sure they maintain a healthy lifestyle and regular study routine, keeping themselves informed of 
the assessment schedule and providing a suitable study space at home. The results of the mid-
year examinations also provide reliable data in assessing students’ ability to perform in specific 
subjects under examination conditions. Every student enrolled in Year 10 and in a VCE Unit 1/2 
study is required to attend these examinations.

Return to page 1
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The VCAA General Achievement Test and the Year 12 Formal
Both events will take place on Wednesday 12 June. The VCAA General Achievement Test will be 
at school from 10am to 1.15pm. All students enrolled in a VCE Unit 3/4 study this year must sit 
the GAT as it plays an important role in checking that school-based and external assessments 
have been accurately assessed.

On that night, the Year 12 Formal will take place at the Docklands. The Formal is a fantastic 
opportunity for the students to celebrate their achievements and gather as a cohort in one of the 
main, if not the most, exciting social event of the year. In 2019, we are hoping for yet another very 
successful celebration. Bookings are now open via the following link:

https://www.trybooking.com/CTHW

The event details are:

•	 Date: Wednesday 12 June
•	 Time: 7 pm – 11 pm
•	 Venue: Peninsula A, Central Pier, 161 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands
•	 Ticket price: $100

The price includes a 2-course meal and DJ entertainment for the whole night. All Year 12 students 
are welcome to attend the event and may purchase up to two tickets. If inviting a guest from 
Balwyn High School, the invited student must be a Senior School student. The ticket sales will 
close on 15 May or when all tickets have been sold.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Year 8 – Week 6 – ‘Melbourne Tour’ Program
In Week 6 of term 2 (Monday 27 May to Friday 31 May) we bid farewell to 100 Year 8 students and 
10 teachers as they depart for our annual Canberra Tour. This tour provides a wonderful insight 
into the nation’s capital and has strong links back into our curriculum, in particular Civics and 
Citizenship. Following in the footsteps of last year, we are also organising a program for those Year 
8 students not going to Canberra that will centre on an excursion to the Melbourne Museum and the 
National Gallery of Victoria. This alternative program will provide students with some comparable 
learning experiences to those enjoyed by the Canberra Tour students and provide both cohorts with 
opportunities to share their experiences in the following week. This stand-alone ‘Melbourne Tour’ 
program will replace normal classes in Week 6. We are excited about the prospect of these tours 
providing greater opportunities for the two cohorts to connect with each other and the curriculum.

An event has been created for the ‘Melbourne Tour’ Program in Compass and we urge all parents 
to provide payment and consent before the close of business on Tuesday 14 May.

Year 9 Melbourne Experience – Last Week of Term
Thank you to those who attended the information evening on Monday 29 April. Payments for 
Melbourne Experience are now open. In order for students to attend this exciting week of activities, 
the first payment must be made by Monday 13 May. 

During Melbourne Experience, students will attend the city for the week, catching public transport 
into the city each day. They will attend a wide range of venues including the Shrine of Remembrance, 
the MCG, NGV International, NGV Australia, two walking tours around Melbourne, the Aquarium, 
completing a Kung Fu lesson at the Chinese museum and finishing the week with a Scavenger 
Hunt around Melbourne and Bowling. 

A PowerPoint summarising the information from the information evening has been posted to 
Compass for those parents/guardians who were unable to attend. 

NAPLAN – Tuesday 14 May to Thursday 16 May
A reminder for Year 7 and Year 9 students and families that NAPLAN is coming up in Week 4. 
While NAPLAN does provide some important information about individual students’ developmental 
progression in numeracy and literacy, we are mostly excited about the big picture provided by the 
combined cohort data as this data informs a number of our programs and initiatives. Significant 
changes and improvements in our numeracy program last year were made in response to 2017 
NAPLAN data and this year our focus on improving writing skills across the school has been driven 
by our assessment of 2018 data, including NAPLAN. We look forward to speaking some more 
about the school’s NAPLAN data when it is release later in the year.

Year 9 Careers Advisory Service
Later this term we are excited to offer Year 9 students access to a free online personal career 
advisory tool that identifies potential suitable careers in the form of a personalised report as a 
part of the Department of Education and Trainings career advisory service. More information 
about this service will be posted in the coming weeks but it includes analysis of the student’s 
career assessment report by an accredited career practitioner and a follow-up one-on-one career 
counselling session to discuss the outcomes of the student’s assessment and future options. The 
plan is to have all students receive valuable feedback about potential careers in time for course 
counselling and subject selection in Week 5 of Term 3.

In finishing…
As I mentioned in my last post, I was extremely fortunate to accompany 48 students and 6 staff 
on the USA Music Tour to Chicago, Boston and New York. It was an experience of a lifetime made 
all the more special by the opportunity to share it with a large number of Middle School students. 
They displayed independence and maturity beyond their years and it was a pleasure to see them 
grow in confidence over the space of just a few short weeks. I’m extremely proud of the way each 
student represented themselves and the school and I trust they will have the memories of what they 
achieved for many years to come. Andy Smith

Director of Middle School
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International Program

Grace Yin
Director of International Program

“Balwyn High School has always championed and will continue to champion, the benefits of 
internationalising education and welcoming international students into our great school community”

Words from the Principal of Balwyn High School
Deborah Harman

Monash University Campus Day
On the wet morning of Friday 26 April, we, Year 11 international 
students, started our way to Clayton Campus of Monash 
University with excitement. 

The day started with morning tea and a flexible Q&A session 
where we could go to different faculties that we are interested 
in to ask questions about the subject. During this session, I 
was surprised and proud to meet Lisa Peng, who is our former 
International Captain graduated in 2017. She was there as one 
of the volunteers to respond to questions about international student support in Monash. Looking 
at her confident and fluent response to the students, I could see myself in her position in 2 years, 

which raised my ambition to be a part of Monash in the future. 

After a brief introduction of Monash about its campuses, majors, and accommodation, 
we proceeded into our selected workshops. As an economics student, I chose ‘The 
business of marketing’. The lecturer, Mr. Paul Murphy, was knowledgeable and funny. 
He introduced marketing as the combination of ‘economics and psychology’ and 
expanded it in depth using a fun example of a basketball team. From this session, I got 
a deeper understanding of what it would be like to be in a lecture at university and had 
more knowledge about commerce, which I was doubting to choose as a major.

What truly impressed me was the following workshop, named ‘run your own court 
case in Monash Law’s real Moot Court’. Although there were few people attending the 
workshop due to the well-known difficulties of law, it did not affect its fun. In this Moot 
Court, we were given different roles like Judge Fudge, Junior Counsel for Defendant 
and their scripts in a theft case to experience what is like to be in a real court. I chose the 
role of Senior Counsel for Defendant, who tended to prove to the jury that the person 
is not guilty. I had such a great time that losing the case did not give me any burden, 

and I asked many valuable questions to the current Law students about exchange and careers. 
Finding my interest in law was a surprise that made me rethink about my future major and career.

During lunch, all students from Balwyn High School took a photo together with our dear 
coordinator, Ms. Grace Yin, who regarded this photo as a lucky blessing that all of us could 
go to Monash for university, which I sincerely hope so. To conclude the day, we have an EAL 
workshop with a former EAL full-score achiever, who generously gave us a large abundance of 
useful information on examination techniques, which I would like to apply on my coming SAC. 

Despite the freezing weather, the day was 
a great success. Thanks to this wonderful 
event provided to international students, we 
had a chance to explore 
our possible future majors, 
which left us the space to 
reconsider our decisions for 
future careers and gave us 
the inspiration to continue 
working hard on our VCE 
studies.

Anna Jin, Yr 11
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News
Student Services News - Everyday Wellbeing
Welcome Back
On behalf of all the members of the Student 
Services team, we hope you have all enjoyed 
a well-deserved break over the holidays. 
Holidays provide all members of our school 
community the opportunity to slow down, 
look after ourselves, spend quality time with 
our loved ones, and enjoy the activities that 
we may not always have time for during the 
school term. 

As we begin a new term, we can reflect on 
what we have been grateful for over the holidays. The people, places and experiences that make 
us happy should be prioritised not only during holiday periods, but throughout the year. 

- Gratitude
Practicing gratitude has been found to increase positive emotions, reduce the risk of depression, 
heighten relationship satisfaction, and increase resilience in the face of stressful life events, 
among other benefits. The problem is, gratitude doesn’t always come naturally. The negatives 
in our lives—the disappointments, resentments, and fears—sometimes occupy more of our 
attention than the positives. Here are some strategies for practicing gratitude. 

- Count your blessings
Some days it feels like everything is going wrong. But often, even on bad days, good things 
happen, too—we’re just less likely to notice them. That’s where the Three Good Things practice 
comes in. This practice involves spending 5 to 10 minutes at the end of each day writing in 
detail about three things that went well that day, large or small, and also describing why you 
think they happened. 

- Say “Thank You”
Gratitude can be especially powerful when it’s expressed to others. Small gestures of 
appreciation, such as thank you notes, can make a difference, but there are some things that 
deserve more than a fleeting “thanks!” Writing a thoughtful, detailed letter is a great way to 
increase your own feelings of gratitude and happiness while also making the other person feel 
appreciated and valued.

- A Mindful Walk
It’s a common experience to walk down the street with your eyes glued to your phone, unaware 
of your surroundings. As a result you may miss opportunities to take in some things that can 
make you feel good—beautiful scenery, animals or acts of kindness between people. A mindful 
walk involves walking for 20 minutes by yourself once a week, ideally taking a different route 
each time, paying close attention to as many positive sights, sounds, smells, or other sensations 
as you can.

Adapted from https://ggia.berkeley.edu

Year 10 Health & Wellbeing Day
Students in Year 10 participated in a Wellbeing Day on Wednesday 1 May designed to promote 
positive mental health. Health & Wellbeing Day aims to provide strategies for young people to 
support; positive mindset, healthy wellbeing, respectful relationships and safe-partying. Students 
begun the day with a breakfast and were engaged in workshops facilitated by teachers, the 
Odyssey Program and Sonya Karras. 

Student Services Team

Return to page 1
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Theatre Arts News
We are deep into rehearsals for our school musical of Anything Goes and can’t wait to bring it to 
you from Thursday 20 June - Saturday 22 June of Term 2. Tickets will be on sale in the coming 
weeks, and we will advertise in the next edition of The Lion. Additionally, our VCE Theatre Studies 
classes are performing the production of Cosi in Week 3 of Term 2 and the production dates are 
Tuesday 7 May and Thursday 9 May at 7:00pm in the David McGrail Theatre. Finally, two of our 
lead characters in Anything Goes have written a character profile to express who they are and their 
experiences thus far. 

Even amongst the many passengers of the S. S American, Reno Sweeney (a former evangelist) 
stands out as the popular, charismatic and fierce nightclub singer, the ultimate image of a true-born 
entertainer. But despite her infectious confidence, sass and wit, Reno’s heart still yearns for love, 
to find the one who can give her heart a kick – a hard ask given champagne and aeroplanes won’t 
make her swoon. Is there anyone on board the S. S American who can win her love? 

Being a part of the Anything Goes cast and taking on the role of Reno has been no 
easy task, but the hours dedicated to creating this show have definitely been one 
of the most enjoyable and transformative things I’ve done at Balwyn High School. 
Thanks to the guidance of our dedicated teachers, not only have I gained self-
confidence (and some handy tap moves), I have also been able to improve my 
performance through the many rehearsals, which have been so much fun given 
everyone in the cast is just as passionate about preparing the best show possible. 

Bianca Chow
Social Justice Captain

Hello, my name is Marcus Harvey and I play the character ‘Lord Evelyn Oakleigh’ in our school 
production of ‘Anything Goes’. Evelyn is an English Gentleman in love with the American culture, 
almost as much as he loves his fiancé’s mother, ‘Mrs. Harcourt’. He is a bubbly, 
affable and clumsy lord whom, similarly to the man playing him, has almost no clue 
what is going on most of the time. Learning the intricacies of Evelyn’s character 
has been an amazing experience for me, as it always is to join a production. I 
always enjoy the opportunity to have some fun, be a bit silly and make some new 
friends and I am incredibly excited for everyone to come and see it. So, be on the 
lookout for the silly English Gentleman known as ‘Lord Evelyn Oakleigh’. 

Marcus Harvey
Theatre Arts Captain‘Cosi’

Interested in seeing what happens when a uni graduate tries to put on a play for ‘mental patients’, 
with the cast being a few of those patients?

With junkies, pyromaniacs and patients who have obsessive and eating disorders, chaos ensues 
when these conflicting personalities are thrown into a room and have to work together solely 
because they have nothing better to do. With talks about the meaning of love, double standards, 
influences of the Vietnam War and the stigma around mental illness, the play 
focuses on dealing with serious topics whilst maintaining an element of dark 
humour to top it all off.

Come and watch the Year 11 and 12 Theatre Studies classes put on a play to give 
you an insight into what it was like being a ‘mental patient’ in the 70s! Hard work 
and sheer dedication was put towards making this performance a spectacular 
one, so why not feed your curiosity on Tuesday 7 May and Thursday 9 May at 
7:00PM. Witness the craziness in the David McGrail Theatre for free!

Lidiya Ramkumar - Marketing Manager
Year 11 Theatre Studies

Return to page 1
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VCE Media Top Screen Excursion
Atypical of a normal school day, Tuesday 2 April began with a trip 
to Federation Square where our Media Top Screen excursion 
began. I was greeted by Ms. Tilley, Mr. Corr, and Mr. McLaverty, 
at the ramp in front of ACMI, along with the visible breaths of 
‘hello’s’ from my classmates, in the crisp morning air. 

When our watches hit 9:30, we were guided into the warm, and 
surprisingly large, cinema room, where rows of red seats awaited 
us with ten fantastic student productions to watch. Short films, 
documentaries and animations awed us all; it was hard to decide which 
one was the best, and even harder to decide which one I liked the 
most. Even better, three student producers (now studying at university) 
sat right in front of us to respond to our questions and comments. This 
not only felt extremely personal, as we had just watched their highly 
individual films, but it gave us an important insight into the process and 
work ethic behind a successful and engaging film, which is why this 
part of the excursion will remain one of my favourite parts of the day. 

Afterwards, we were free to enjoy Melbourne 
CBD for lunch where my friends and I devoured 
delicious, dripping burgers at 8-Bit until around 1 o’clock, where the 
second part of our journey began at Melbourne Museum. 

There, we engaged with VCE Media productions that were in a variety 
of other media forms, such as photographic series, magazine prints, 
storybook illustrations, and so on. It was almost overwhelming to see the 
effort, time and energy that must have gone into the production design 
folios that proudly lay beside their final products. These pages were filled 
with annotations, inspirations and trials that outlined every single step 
from idea to experiment, failures to successes, start to finish. 

This day revealed what a fruitful journey of VCE Media may look like and 
allowed us to apply our own ideas to the process that 
lies ahead of us this year. We took pictures, and notes, 
and conversed in a bubble of excited motivation. We 
were inspired. Above all, we were enthused to create 
a personal production that we would be proud of; a 
priceless, unique and celebratory creation to enjoy even 
into the years beyond our time at Balwyn High School. 

Hannah Kim, Yr 12

VCD Top Designs Excursion
On Wednesday 3 April, Year 12 Visual Communication Design 
classes were lucky enough to go on an excursion with Ms. McCrum 
and Ms. Grant to the Melbourne Museum, where we listened to 
an insightful talk by Sonia Kretschmer and viewed the 2019 Top 
Designs exhibition. 

Sonia Kretschmer is a well established illustrator based in 
Melbourne, who talked to us about her experiences in the design 
industry. This gave us great insight into the design world outside of school. It was interesting to 
hear about her design process, as she works for a range of different clients, like the creators 
of “The Fitzroy Diaries” and Rebecca McRitchie who wrote the “Whimsy and Woe” novels. We 
gained a detailed understanding of the processes she undertakes with each assignment. 

Return to page 1
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For example, how she generates ideas for each brief and how she works with her clients to reach 
the best outcome for them.

After the presentation, we viewed the Top Designs exhibition 
which featured the most outstanding VCE student’s designs 
and folios from 2018. We were able to thoroughly look through 
the folios of these top scoring students and analyse what made 
their work stand out among others. This gave us a lot of different 
ideas for how we can approach our folios and 
motivation to really push ourselves this year in 
VCD.

Overall, the excursion was such a great 
experience for Unit 3/4 VCD and it wouldn’t have 
been possible without Ms. McCrum and Ms. 
Grant. We’re all so inspired and motivated to 
finish our journey through Year 12 VCD.

Fay Dang, Yr 12

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


14
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 6  3 MAY 2019

News

Year 7-11 Jumper Blazer Winter Skirt

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News

DO YOU STILL NEED WINTER UNIFORM ITEMS?
THE BHS CHAPLAINCY SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP HAS HUNDREDS OF QUALITY 

ITEMS FOR SALE.
DON’T FORGET TO BRING IN YOUR OUTGROWN AND UNUSED ITEMS FOR US TO SELL ON 

YOUR BEHALF.

We are situated in the canteen in the science block. Look for the signs.
Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 - 4.30pm.
We accept cash, cheque or credit card (2.25% surcharge). No eftpos facilities and no refund or 
exchange. Changerooms available.

Updates
•	 Currently for sale are blazers, jumpers, long sleeve shirts, shorts, trousers, ties, skirts, 

school team socks, scarves, school bags and sports uniform including tracksuit pants, 
spray jackets and rugby tops. 

•	 Purchase your Year 12 jumpers and ties now before they’re gone.
•	 Long yellow sports socks for the school soccer and Australian Rules football teams are 

available for purchase.
Don’t forget

SELLING - We can sell your outgrown uniform items for you. Wash or dry clean your items. A bit 
of TLC will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. No torn or damaged items please. You 
receive up to 70% of the sale price.

BUYING - Come in and buy quality, pre-loved items and save. Hundreds of items for sale and 

stock changes weekly. 

Full details are on the school website. Click on School uniforms under the Parents’ tab and follow 
the links to Second-hand uniforms. For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at 
secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School 

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

The USA Music Tour was the fourth overseas music tour for Balwyn High School. The music 
tours in 2013, 2015 were across Europe and in 2019 was our second music tour across the 
United States of America.

Congratulations to our 48 students who represented Balwyn High School as fine ambassadors 
touring Chicago, Boston and New York from 31 March - 13 April. It was so inspiring to see our 
students perform at a range of theatres and schools including the Studebaker Theatre, Jazz 
Showcase, Club Capo Restaurant, Stoughton High School, to name a few, and to watch the 
students continue to grow into fine musicians over the tour.

This was a very exciting tour and the students are to be commended on their fine performances 
representing Balwyn High School on the international stages across America. Congratulations 
and thank you to the music staff, Paul Jones, Melanie White, Mal Sedergreen and Grace Tan who 
prepared the students with many hours of rehearsals so the students would perform to their very 
best.

A very big thank you to Deborah Harman who accompanied the USA Tour and provided 
ongoing support and encouragement to the students and staff. It was a pleasure and privilege 
to have Deborah accompany the tour and to see the students performing at their best in all the 
performance venues. Thank you, also, to Andy Smith who also accompanied the tour and was 
an excellent support to us all.

We look forward to our next music tour in 2021 and once again this will be a wonderful opportunity 
for our music students to grow, shine, and experience lifelong memories.

Below are two student reflections about their time on the USA Music Tour 2019:

I had the privilege of going on the 2019 USA Music Tour, as part of both the Choir and the Stage 
Band. This was a fantastic opportunity for 48 students to perform at a variety of events in the United 
States. Everyone put in a lot of hard work in the lead up to the tour, with lots of rehearsals, even on 
weekends (and thanks to the teachers for giving up their time for this).

We started in Chicago, where the Choir performed at the Chicago International Music Festival. 
That was our best performance of the tour, and we also got to listen to a lot of other incredible 
musicians. We also did a lot of sight-seeing in Chicago, in particular we went to Millenium Park 
and saw the famous “Coffee Bean” (which google tells me is really called “Cloud Gate”), and had 
Chicago’s signature deep dish pizza!

We then flew to Boston, where we visited Harvard and went on the Freedom Trail, which was 
an incredible look into the history of US independence. In Boston the Stage Band performed at 
Stoughton High School, and had one of the most incredible performances. The atmosphere was 
amazing, people were up dancing, and the Stoughton students were incredibly welcoming and 
friendly; I have never felt a buzz quite like after that performance.

Finally, we caught a bus to New York, where the Choir performed at the gorgeous Cathedral of 
St. John the Divine. The acoustics were truly incredible. A few parents and relatives came along 
to that performance, which was fun. The Stage Band then performed at the Shapeshifter Lab in 
Brooklyn with Ted Nash as a guest saxophonist; Ted provided some great advice to us before the 
performance. We got to have a workshop with Jerome Jennings, the resident Director of the Jazz 
Orchestra at the Juilliard School of Music. Of course we also did sightseeing in New York; the 
highlight was Top of the Rock, with amazing views of the City. 

Return to page 1
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We saw the Knicks beat the Wizards by three points at Madison Square Garden and also went to 
the Carole King musical, ‘Beautiful’, which was exceptional.

I’d really like to thank the teachers who organized and supported the trip, it was 
such a great opportunity for us. They managed to shepherd 48 students around 
the US without too much difficulty and I loved being able to get to know students 
from lower year levels; being one of the oldest students on the tour it was really 
nice to befriend some of the younger musicians. I would love to give a special 
thanks to Ms Harman and Mrs Clayton, who made the tour possible. 

Alfred Walker, Yr 11

Four weeks ago, fifty-five students and teachers left Melbourne airport for LAX. We had been 
working as a choir and as a band for six months preparing to tour the US with a repertoire of 
several choral and band pieces. Highlights included a silver placing at the Chicago International 
Music Festival, swing dancing at Da Capo in New York, and two performance exchanges with 
American high schools in Boston and Connecticut. Workshops and rehearsals with esteemed 
musicians taught us valuable lessons about vowel shapes, instrumental tips and the effects of 
dynamics and articulation. 

In addition to the music opportunities, our group also had the chance to go to the Field Museum 
of Natural History, Times Square, and the Rockefeller Centre. An NBA game between the New 
York Knicks and the Washington Wizards at Madison Square had us all on the edge of our seats. 
The Boston Duck Tours and the Freedom Trail gave us an insight into the history 
of Boston, and a tour of New York taught us about the monuments that New York 
is famous for. 

Along the way, we bonded with each other, both existing friendships and new. 
Coming back home, all we could think of was how short the trip had seemed. 
The 2019 music tour was a one of a kind experience, and no matter how many 
tours we go on, the US will be one of the most memorable.

Emma Ho, Yr 9

Autumn Concerts
Congratulations to all our ensembles who performed over the two night season of the Autumn 
Concerts this week.

It was wonderful to see many parents in the audience over the four concerts and each ensemble 
performed to a high standard. Many thanks to all the conductors of each ensemble for their 
ongoing work at rehearsals and to all the students for your attendance and commitment to 
maintaining the highest standards of music performance.

Thank you to the Parents and Friends of Music for all their support with the Autumn Concerts.

We now look forward to our Winter Concerts in Term 3 where our Beginner Strings ( A Strings) 
and Training Band will perform.

Generations in Jazz/ Mount Gambier
Black Orpheus, Intersection Stage Band and the Jazz Vocal Ensemble will compete this 
weekend at the National Generations in Jazz Festival at Mount Gambier. This festival is a national 
competition and over 6000 students compete. The students will hear stage bands and vocal 
ensembles from around Victoria and Australia and will have the chance to hear from outstanding 
musicians to improve and develop their skills and techniques within the jazz genre.

We wish Mal Sedergreen and Elizabeth Tunley every success over the weekend.

Thanks to Grace Tan, Melanie White and Michael Trytell for accompanying the group over the 
weekend.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement
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Music

Highlights from USA Music Tour 2019
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Mathematics/Science
Welcome back to Term 2!
Welcome back to term 2. This term is going to be full of amazing science experiences for all 
students. We have quite a few events in the first half of the term and look forward to informing the 
community about the experiences of our students as the term progresses. 

Rikara Ahmat
Director of Science

Winter is coming (STEAM)
The STEAM club would like to invite everyone to join us for our next upcoming event on Thursday 
16 May: WINTER IS COMING! To celebrate the newly released 8th season of Game of Thrones, we 
have set up a variety of activities, many of which will involve using DRY ICE. 

Dry ice is a cloudy lump of solid carbon dioxide, and is very, very cold at below -79°C! 

We will be bringing along a couple of kilograms of the icy CO2 and running several interactive 
demonstrations of cool phenomena with the frosty chemical. 

These include:
•	 Creating large foggy bubbles
•	 Crystal ball bubbles
•	 Screaming metal experiment
•	 Paper snow flake designing, and many more!

We hope you all can celebrate the arrival of the winter months with some extra chilly science!

The STEAM team 

Stimulating your minds

Science Quiz

1. What is the most abundant element in the universe? a) Helium, b) Magnesium, c) Nitrogen, or 
d) Hydrogen?

2. Heliocentrism is an astronomical model attributed to Copernicus. Does it mean a) the Moon 
revolves around Earth, b) the Sun revolves around Earth, c) Earth and the planets of the solar 
system revolve around the Sun, or d) the Sun, Moon, planets and starts all revolve around Earth?

3. The Square Kilometre Array (SKA) will be primarily hosted by two countries, of which Australia 
is one. Which other country has been chosen to host the SKA? a) Chile, b) India, c) South Africa, 
or d) the United States of America?

4. Prior to sending humans into space, animals were sent into space. Which of these animals was 
the first to visit space? a) Fruit flies, b) a monkey, c) a dog, or d) a nest of mice?

5. What is the main source of energy for all life on Earth? a) Gravity, b) the Sun, c) Electromagnetism, 
or d) Dark Matter?

Source: Double Helix, CSIRO, 1st February 2019

Solution to last Lion’s puzzle:

6/5 and 9/5 – Year 7 Zoo excursion

9/5 – 9S Mission to Mars excursion

16/5 – Winter is coming STEAM event 

20/5 – Big Science Competition
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Sport 

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

State Swimming Finals
It is an excellent effort to make the State Finals in any sport. Our team of swimmers who swam at 
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre in the SSV State Finals last week are to be congratulated 
on their commitment and effort to perform at their best. Many of the swimmers put in huge hours 
training, mostly before school and then representing their clubs in various competitions. Several of 
our swimmers swam personal best times at this event which is always fantastic.

Unfortunately no one managed to bring home a gold medal, however there were some close results 
in a very hot competition where 28 new records were set. The results of our swimmers are listed 
below. Congratulations to them all on their performances and for representing the school so well. 

6TH Daniel Ding Mens 12-20Yr 100 Breaststroke

4th Sharna McClure Womens 12-15Yr 100 Freestyle

BRONZE Allan Liang Mens 14Yr 50 Breaststroke

4th Daniel Ding Mens 15Yr 50 Breaststroke

6th Mia Hamley Womens 18-20Yr 50 Breaststroke

4th Parnia Shaban Womens 16Yr 50 Butterfly

BRONZE Jacques Wessels Men 12-15Yr 100 Freestyle

4TH Sharna McClure Womens 14Yr 50 Freestyle

5TH Parnia Shaban Womens 16Yr 50 Freestyle

4TH Joanna Jang Womens 14Yr 50 Backstroke

SILVER Allan Liang Mens 14Yr 50 Backstroke

4TH Jacques Wessels Mens 15Yr 50 Backstroke

7TH Parnia Shaban Womens 16Yr 50 Backstroke

5TH Parnia Shaban Womens 16-20 200 Individual Medley

6TH 

Mackenzie De Bono, Arabella 
Lesmana, Joanna Jang, Sharna 
McClure Womens 12-14Yr Medley Relay

6TH 
Junah McCook, Eric Xiao, Luke 
Fernando, Jacques Wessels Mens 15-16Yr Medley Relay

5TH 
Claire McInnes, Mia Hamley, Helena 
Bassett, Julia McInnes Womens 17-20 Medley Relay

BRONZE
Sharna McClure, Mackenzie De Bono, 
Olivia Gibson, Joanna Jang Womens 14yr Freestyle Relay

BRONZE
Luke Fernando, Daniel Ding, Devaiah 
Palachanda, Junah McCook Mens 16Yr Freestyle Relay

Daniel Ding, Devaiah Palachanda, 
Junah McCook, Luke Fernando

Joanna Jang, Sharna McClure, Mackenzie 
De Bono, Olivia Gibson

Jacques Wessels

Allan Liang
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Sport 

House Cross Country
The third big Sport event for the year is the House Cross Country. It will be held on Macleay Park 
(next to the school) next Wednesday 8 May.

All Year 7 and 8 students will be competing on the day and we strongly encourage Years 9, 10, 11 
& 12 students to run for their house, their fitness and a sense of personal achievement.

Students will only leave normal classes to warm up, run the event and to cool down and should 
not miss more than 1 normal class.

The senior races will be run at lunchtime to ensure that no classes are missed.

Any student who competes can wear correct Sport/PE Uniform to school and should run in the 
shorts, sports shirt and runners.

More information will be sent to students shortly.

Houses compete for the House Cross Country Cup. Each year there is only a few points separating 
the winner from the others. The winner of each race gains 20 points, 2nd 19, 3rd 18 and so on with 
every runner gaining at least 1 point for their House. 

Parents are most welcome to attend and watch the students run. The start line is behind the 
Bowling Green on Macleay Park. Parents should park at Macleay Park near the Netball Courts 
and walk to the start from there. 

The event is run in age groups. The start times for each race are:

AGE GROUP START RACE AT

12-13 year olds 12:15pm

15 year olds 12:45pm

17 – 20 year olds
AND
16 year olds

1:15pm

14 year olds 2:25pm

House Cross Country starting line
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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