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Celebrating the success of our students and reflecting upon our ‘culture of excellence’
Congratulations - Premier’s VCE Awards 2019
On Monday 3 June I was delighted to accompany Andrew Corr, Julien Escurat, Grace Yin and five 
teaching staff into the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre for the annual presentation of 
the VCAA’s Premier’s VCE Awards. Premier’s Awards are given to the top students in each VCE 
study, the numbers depending on the size of the cohort. I am extremely proud to announce to 
our school community that five of our students have been presented Premier’s Awards – a superb 
effort.

Congratulations to:

Justin Lim – Further Mathematics (Ian Naudi). 
This Award follows Justin’s two Premier’s Awards as a 
Year 11 student in Accounting and English Language 
and his phenomenal ATAR of 99.95. Justin was the 
2018 School Dux. Sixteen students are recognised in 
this subject which is one of the largest in the state.

Brian Cheng – Accounting (Suzanne Wynack). 
Brian studied this subject as a Year 11 student 
last year with only three other students receiving a 
Premier’s Awards in this very popular study.

Edwin Lim – Business Management  
(Sarah Lerpiniere) 
Only six students are recognised in this subject.

Xinyi (Cloris) Ye – Chinese First Language  
(Stella Zhang).  
Cloris is one of our International Students and 
achieved this Award as a Year 11 student. Only two 
other students are awarded in this subject.
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I wish to acknowledge the Leadership Team, all teaching and administrative staff and BHS families 
who have supported these students over their time at Balwyn High School and in particular, their 
class peers who contributed to the ‘culture of excellence’ that we are so very proud of as a school 
community. 

We will have another opportunity to congratulate these students on their success when they are 
invited back to Presentation Night on Monday 9 December.

Congratulations - 2019 Global Learning Student Awards 
On Thursday 30 May I also had the pleasure of accompanying Grace Yin, International Student 
Program Director, David Nichols, Assistant Principal, and Bernadette Clayton, Director of 
Community Engagement, into Deakin Edge, Federation Square, for the seventh annual Global 
Learning Awards sponsored by the International Division of the Department of Education and 
Training. 

The Awards celebrate excellence and outstanding achievements by international school students, 
recognise Victorian schools for promoting an internationalised education, and acknowledge 
homestay families who provide high quality support for international students.

We were thrilled that Sylvia Dong (2018 International Student Captain) was named as the 
International Student of the Year as well as being awarded the Year 12 ‘Academic Excellence’ and 
Year 12 ‘Community Engagement’ categories. Sylvia is the fourth Balwyn High School recipient 
of the International Student Award, joining Cynthia Lam, Amy Ji and Lisa Peng as winners of 
this highly prestigious award. Sylvia was unable to attend because she is currently overseas 
preparing to commence at Trinity College, Cambridge University. 

Mia Zelesco – Theatre Studies  
(Hamish Anderson). 
Mia, who is School Vice Captain this year, 
achieved this as a Year 11 student and was 
invited to perform her monologue at VCAA’s 
‘Top Class’ earlier this year.  Only two other 
students were awarded in this study.
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We were equally delighted that Bob Li (2019 Public Speaking Captain and 2018 Year 11 
Level Captain) won the Year 11 ‘Student Leadership’ Award category and Cathryn Wu (2019 
International Student Captain) was presented with the Year 11 ‘Community Engagement’ award. 
Cathryn was also recognised with a Highly Commended certificate for her Year 11 ‘Academic 
Excellence’ last year as was Grace Shen for her Year 12 ‘Academic Excellence’.

This is the seventh successive year that our International students have been recognised for their 
studies, community service and leadership across Year 11 and 12. In all cases the students have 
achieved outstanding academic results but more importantly they have been committed to fully 
engaging in our school community as well as with local organisations and charities.

I congratulate again Sylvia, Bob, Cathryn and Grace on their outstanding success and thank the 
Leadership Team, staff and homestay families for their support of all our International students. 
In particular, the superb management of the International Student Program by Grace Yin, Shalini 
Bodhankar, Siobhan Mahony, Zelda Astell and Sharon Wu over the past twelve months cannot 
be overstated. We are indeed fortunate as a school community to have such a revered and 
successful program that benefits all of us.

Congratulations - Year 12 Formal
I thoroughly enjoyed celebrating the end of Unit 3 with our Year 12 students on Wednesday 
evening at Peninsula Docklands. This highly inclusive, fun and respectful event is always one of 
the year’s highlights for our VCE students and we were thrilled again with the way in which the 
evening unfolded. Congratulations to all attendees and thank you to Julien Escurat, Paul Gear 
and Eliza Broadbent for their fantastic support of the Class of 2019. Thanks also to Andy Corr, 
David Nichols, Andy Smith, Hamish Anderson, Michael McNamara and Cassie Mahony for their 
contributions to the success of the night.

Deborah Harman 
Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Semester 1 Student Co-Curricular Reports
Please check with your son/daughter to see that they have completed their Semester 1 co-
curricular report. Students have been emailed instructions outlining how they access their 
co-curricular report through Compass. The deadline for completing the co-curricular report is 
8.00pm Monday 24 June, 2019. Your son/daughter’s co-curricular report will be published in their 
Semester 1 report.

Accessing Semester 1 Reports 
It is important that all parents access their son/daughter’s Semester 1 report which will be available 
through Compass from 4.00pm Thursday 27 June, 2019. The school has a comprehensive, 
multi-stage student feedback and reporting process, including: three comments on Learning 
Tasks during each semester, two Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences (Terms 1 and 3) individual 
consultations that may occur throughout the year; two progress reports (Terms 1 and 3); a 
semester report for all Year levels at the end of Term 1; and a semester report for Years 7 – 11 at 
the end of Term 4. Year 12 students will receive their Graduate Learner Profile in December. If any 
parent is unable to access their Compass account, please contact the Registrar on 9862 4106.

The Use of Mobile Phones at School
Parents and students are reminded that students are not permitted to use mobile phones for any 
purpose, anywhere while at school. Students may use a telephone in the relevant level office 
to make a call should an emergency arise and likewise, important messages may be left for 
students at the level office. Students using a mobile phone anytime/anywhere at school will have 
the phone confiscated and will require a parent to collect it. If a further breach of this rule occurs, 
the student may be suspended. 

For traffic safety reasons, students should not use mobile phones on their way to or from school. 
Your cooperation with the above rules is appreciated.

B Wing Building Project
This term, we have seen the continuation of the redevelopment of B Wing and the new Senior 
School precinct, albeit much of the work occurring off site in Bendigo. During this phase, it 
has remained our priority to ensure that the learning environments are of the highest quality, 
particularly for our VCE classes. It has been admirable how well our students have been coping 
with the disruption that is inevitable when undergoing such a significant building project and we 
thank and congratulate all of our students for their focus and positive attitudes.  

The end of Term 2 is a busy time at Balwyn High School as senior student complete mid-year 
examinations and our Year 9 Students begin their time in Melbourne for Endeavour.  Significant 
time and effort is put into the preparation and running of the examination period and our students 
respond superbly. With an eye to ensuring that students are well prepared for the external VCAA 
Examination process at the end of Year 12, students have participated in a rigorous and authentic 
examination experience that respects the amount of work that they have been putting into their 
studies.

Year 12 Formal
The Principal Team very much enjoyed accompanying our Year 12 students to their formal at 
Peninsula Docklands on Wednesday evening. We look forward to sharing stories and images 
from the evening in the next edition of The Lion. Our students had a wonderful evening as they 
celebrated the conclusion of their Unit 3 studies and the commencement of their final unit of 
study in secondary school.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr and Josie Millard 
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Year 10 and Unit 1 Examinations
The two-week examination period for the Senior School concluded last Friday and all students 
are to be congratulated on the organised and responsible manner in which they presented to 
their examinations. Examinations are a unique assessment tool as they are able to measure 
not only the skills and knowledge gained over the semester but also the ability of students to 
effectively revise, recall and reproduce skills gained over a longer period of time. The ability to do 
this effectively becomes an important skill as students move through their senior school years.

Examinations can also be stressful and can cause some anxiety in students. For some students 
the ability to manage stress is a learned skill and our internal examinations give students the 
opportunity to recognise the impact of stress and to begin developing the resilience needed 
for successful performance. The Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers and the Student 
Services team were active in their support of students over the examination period.

This week, Year 10 and Year 11 students have started to receive their examination results in class. 
It is an important part of the feedback loop that students carefully examine and reflect upon their 
performance. Students should take note of the types of mistakes they made and identify areas 
in which they can improve their study programs. Of course, it is also a process of celebration. 
Students and families are encouraged to take note of areas of success and to feel proud of their 
achievements.

The GAT
The VCAA General Achievement Test (GAT) was conducted Wednesday 12 June. The GAT is an 
essential part of the VCE assessment procedures. This year, 571 Balwyn High School students 
enrolled in one or more VCE Unit 3 and 4 sequences completed the GAT. Although GAT results 
do not count directly towards a student’s VCE results, they play an important role in checking that 
school-based assessments and examinations have been accurately assessed, and in calculating 
Derived Examination Scores. Therefore, it is important to sit the GAT and do as well as possible 
on all parts of it.

Conducting the GAT at Balwyn High School is a significant undertaking and our Chief Supervisor 
Eric Regester and his team lead a superbly run operation. They balance a genuine care for our 
students with the demand and rigour necessary for VCAA examinations. We are indebted to Eric 
for his calm, thoroughness and professionalism during this time.

Work Experience Update
With only one week until the commencement of Work Experience, all Year 10 Tutorial teachers 
have been working with students to ensure that the required Occupational Health and Safety 
requirements have been completed and that they are advised on what is expected of them in the 
workplace and what they can expect from the workplace. During the week of Work Experience 
(24 - 28 June), students will be contacted by a Year 10 teacher in the workplace. Teachers always 
look forward to Work Experience and seeing some of the students they teach in a work setting. 
No Year 10 class will occur during the week of Work Experience but students studying a VCE Unit 
2 subject should contact their teacher to make sure they are aware of the content covered during 
that week and the homework to complete over the holidays.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Year 8 Canberra Tour
Week 6 was a special week for the Year 8 cohort 
with students either taking part in the Canberra or 
Melbourne Tours. One Hundred students and ten staff 
spent an exciting and memorable week in the national 
capital with highlights including Questacon, the War 
Memorial, Australian Institute of Sport and National 
Gallery of Australia. In fact, for the latter, students and 
staff were so engrossed in the sculptural exhibits that 
they had to be shoo-ed out by gallery staff at the end 
of the day. Students and staff spent an engrossing day at Parliament House topped off by a 
surprise visit by none other than the treasurer himself: Josh Frydenberg. Mr Frydenberg had 
heard of our visit to Canberra and asked to meet us. He spent quality time with the group who 
asked him some probing questions before taking numerous selfies with individual students. 

Each year, this important educational excursion is made possible by the Parliament and Civics 
Education Rebate (PACER) program. The Australian Government recognises the importance of 
all young Australians being able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship 
education. To assist families in meeting the cost of the excursion the Australian Government is 
contributing funding per student under the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate program 
towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the excursion. 
As always, we are grateful to PACER program for their generous contributions to our program.

Year 9 Careers Advisory Assessment
This week, all Year 9 students participated in a free Careers Advisory Assessment, part of the 
Department of Education and Training support for all secondary schools in an effort to provide 
comprehensive career education from Year 7. Students who have completed the assessment 
will now have access to a comprehensive, personal report outlining their strengths, interests 
and suggestions for future courses and careers. Early in Term 3, students will be provided with a 
one-on-one consultation with a careers counsellor to discuss their report. Parents are welcome 
to attend this consultation. Consultation times will be organised and communicated to students 
before the end of the term.

Primary School Visits
An important part of our Transition Program is the season of primary school visits where students 
and staff from our feeder primary schools experience a morning at Balwyn High School complete 
with scavenger hunt, visit to the canteen and a highly engaging science lesson. It’s an opportunity 
for some of the students who will be joining us next year to take in the size and wonder of our 
great school and ask questions of ex-students from their primary school who have already made 
the transition and lived to tell the tale! So far we have enjoyed the company of Deepdene Primary 
School, Balwyn Primary School and Greythorn Primary School with Belle View Primary School 
and Balwyn North Primary School due to join us next week. 

Andrew Smith 
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Student Services News - Be Well at Balwyn

Congratulations - End of Semester One Examinations
Congratulations to all students who have completed their semester one examinations. In the next 
couple of weeks, students will receive their results and feedback. Here are some tips to support 
receiving feedback on assessments and examinations:

•	 Celebrate the successes: For each lot of feedback you receive, ensure you congratulate 
yourself on your achievements. Celebrate the end of the examinations with friends and 
family.

•	 Reflect on the feedback: Take the time to go through all feedback (positive and areas 
for improvement). You may use a highlighter to code strategies to support your approach 
to these questions in the future. 

•	 Set goals: Take the time to reflect on your learning goals or set new goals for the 
upcoming semester. The goals may reflect; approaches to learning in the classroom, 
time management or effective study. 

•	 Attempt questions again: For questions where marks may have been lost, attempt them 
again and show your teacher. This can support the development of these skills for when 
it is put into practise next. For essay writing, this may look like attempting an introduction, 
body paragraph or conclusion again. 

•	 Seek clarification: If there is some feedback that needs clarifying, ask your teacher for 
support in understanding what is intended by the recommendations. 

•	 Give yourself a break: The examination period can be stressful. Take the time to 
reengage with friends and do the things that you enjoy.

Student Services Team

Student Services Team, Spectrum Members and Student Leaders celebrating IDAHOBIT 
Day with rainbow cheese toasties

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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News
VCE Australian and Global Politics 
In response to student interest, Balwyn High School will be offering Unit 1 & 2 Australian and 
Global Politics in 2020, with Unit 3 & 4 Global Politics available from 2021, student enrolments 
permitting. 

In Unit 1, students explore ideas relating to ideas of political power and how these ideas form 
political systems. There is a particular focus on the Australian political system. In Unit 2, students 
explore global links, global cooperation and conflict. Unit 3 & 4 Global Politics explores global 
actors and global challenges. 

This subject is likely to be of particular interest to students who have completed the Year 10 
Democracy and Justice elective, although it is not a prerequisite.

Danielle Cantor 
Director of Humanities

Chinese Bridge Speaking and Performance Competition
On Friday 31 May, myself, and fellow Chinese Language teacher, William Yu had the pleasure 
of accompanying Cindy Vuong (Year 11) and James Thalappillil (Year 12) to the Chinese Bridge 
Speaking and Performance Competition organised by Chinese Language Teachers’ Association 
of Victoria/Tasmania at Melbourne Grammar School. There were 25 non-Chinese speaking 
background contestants from 17 schools across Victoria and Tasmania. The contestants were 
expected to not only prepare a speech, but also complete a theatrical/musical performance, both 
in Chinese. Speeches were articulate and performances were 
entertaining, with all students presenting at a very high level. 
Although, the scheduled finish time of 9.30pm was exceeded by 
an hour and a half, the audience was enthralled till the very end.

Balwyn High School’s, Cindy and James, spoke and performed 
incredibly and certainly stood out from the rest of students with 
Cindy taking home the Encouragement Award. 

Vanessa Shen 
Chinese Language Teacher and STEP Coordinator

Return to page 1
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Sport Socks Blazer Scarf

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
SALE, SALE, SALE!  $10 off the marked price of jumpers until the end of Term 2

Thank you for helping us collect Woolworths Earn & Learn stickers
You are still able to collect stickers for the Woolworths Earn and Learn promotion up to Tuesday 
25 June, 2019 but we need your stickers dropped off to us before the end of term. Pop your 
stickers in to one of our collection boxes located at the canteen, sport office and The Wellbeing 
House.

All stickers collected will be redeemed to purchase items used at the Chaplaincy Second-hand 
Uniform shop. The more we collect, the more we can redeem. There are thousands of products 
available through the Woolworths Earn & Learn program, and it is a great way to show your 
support for Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School. 

The Taxman is almost here again and our Chaplaincy Committee seeks your support
We all appreciate the work Dominic Durantini, our Chaplain, does at this school, but you may 
not be aware that the Government funding does not cover the entire cost of this vital service. 
The Chaplaincy Support Group does what it can to try and cover half the cost of the program 
through volunteers running the Second-hand Book and Uniform Shops. Please keep us in mind 
when allocating your annual donations to worthy causes. If you would like to help support our 
Chaplaincy service you can go to:

http://inspirechaplaincy.org.au/balwyn-high-school/

Please consider donating today. Your donation will go directly towards covering costs of the 
program at Balwyn High School. If you make a donation before Sunday 30 June it is tax deductible 
and could help reduce your tax bill while ensuring this valuable service continues.

We are situated in the canteen in the Science block. Look for the signs.

Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 - 4.30 pm.

We are the place to go to buy and sell second-hand school uniforms. 

Full details are on the school website. Click on School uniforms under the Parents’ tab and follow 
the links to Second-hand Uniforms or email secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
http://inspirechaplaincy.org.au/balwyn-high-school/ 
mailto:secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu


ISSUE 9  14 JUNE 2019

11
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Victorian Schools Music Festival
Congratulations to the Senior, Newitt, Intermezzo and Junior String Orchestras for their fine 
performances at the Victorian Schools Music Festival this week. The string orchestras performed 
to a very high standard and the Junior, Newitt and Senior String orchestras receiving the highest 
award at the festival, the Platinum Award. Intermezzo received a Gold award, all groups performed 
superbly and were acknowledged by the adjudicator from America as being some of the finest 
groups he has heard, he indicated Balwyn High School certainly has a wonderful string program!

Many thanks to our conductors of the orchestras: Paul Jones (Senior Strings), Alex Woliansky 
(Junior and Newitt Strings), Alexandra Hiew (Intermezzo Strings) who have worked very hard with 
their orchestras to achieve these outstanding results.

Many thanks to the parents who came along to support the groups at the Hawthorn Town Hall.

The students are to be congratulated on their fine performances and also their hard work at 
rehearsals to ensure the highest standards are maintained in the string program. 

Over the next few weeks students in many ensembles will be performing at the Victorian Schools 
Festival. This is a wonderful opportunity for our ensembles to hear other groups perform, as 
well as engage in productive workshops with professional musicians from across Australia and 
Internationally acclaimed musicians.

Winter Concerts Tuesday 30 July, Thursday 1 August -  David McGrail Theatre

The Winter Concerts are quickly approaching, parents are encouraged to purchase their tickets 
online through try booking on the website over the next couple of weeks. The Winter concert will 
feature our Training Band and A Strings as they perform for the first time this year, we look forward 
to hearing all our ensembles over the two nights of the Winter Concerts. Please book your tickets 
early as these concerts sell out very quickly.

The Winter Concerts will also be the final school performance for our Year 12 students and 
they will be acknowledged at the concerts for all their dedication and commitment to the music 
program over the last six years.

Calendar of Events

Friday 21 June
Australian String Quartet

Monday 17 June
VCE Soiree - Music 
Performance

Tuesday 18 June - Entry 
closes
AMEB Session 5

Tuesday 25 June - Entry 
closes
Music Scholarships for 
2020 

TERM 3 - Looking Ahead

Tuesday 23 July
Band Workshop

Monday 29 July
Junior Concert Band - 
Victorian School Music 
Festival
Hawthorn 

Tuesday 30 July
Winter Concert 1

Thursday 1 August
Winter Concert 2

Wednesday 14 August
Small Ensembles Concert

2019 

AND
YEAR 12 MUSIC STUDENTS’ 

PRESENTATION

Winter Concert 1 - Tuesday 30 July, 6:00-7:00 pm
Training Concert Band, Novice Concert Band, Junior Strings

Winter Concert 2 – Tuesday 30 July, 7:30 -8:45 pm
A-Train Stage Band, Intersection Stage Band, Black Orpheus Stage Band, 
Cantabile Choir, Year 12 Presentation

Winter Concert 3 – Thursday 1 August, 6:00 -7:00 pm
A-String Orchestra, Senior String Orchestra, Newitt String Orchestra, 
Senior Concert Choir, Year 12 Presentation

Winter Concert 4 – Thursday 1 August, 7:30-8:45 pm
Intermezzo String Orchestra, Junior Concert Band, Intermediate Concert Band,
Symphonic Band, Year 12 Presentation

TUESDAY 30 JULY & THURSDAY 1 AUGUST 

BOOK ONLINE NOW  

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music
Education State School’s Leadership Conference 
Congratulations to the members of the Flute Ensemble for their performance at the Education 
State School Leadership Conference at the Melbourne Convention Centre on Friday 7 June. 
The flute ensemble co-ordinated by Carolyn Ondaatje performed superbly and were excellent 
ambassadors representing Balwyn High School at this prestigious event.

Flute Guild Competition
Emily Chapman Year 10 has provided a reflection on the flute guild competition that was held on 
Sunday 26 May:

On Sunday 26 May, Emily Chapman and Francis Tran competed in the annual Flute Guild 
Competition. They participated in 3 sections: the Under 18 duet , where they 
won first place, the Open Section for duet plus one where they came second and 
the Small Ensemble section where they came third. They were accompanied 
on piano by Edward Tang, who did a brilliant job! Performing in front of Wendy 
Clarke (Associate Principal MSO), Alan Hardy (UniMelb MCM), and many more 
renowned musicians, both students enjoyed performing and look forward to 
more opportunities to represent their school.

Emily Chapman, Year 10 

Term 3 events
Term 3 is a very busy time in the music area with ensembles performing at competitions, festivals, 
the Winter Concerts and concluding the term with a wonderful jazz night, back by popular 
demand!

Please see the outline of all the events for Term 3 listed below:

Term 3 Music Dates 
Winter Concert 1 & 2 
Tuesday 30 July, David Mc Grail Theatre

Winter Concert 3 & 4
Thursday 1 August, David Mc Grail Theatre 

Small Ensembles Concert
Tuesday 14 August, David Mc Grail Theatre

Wednesday 7 - Friday 9 
August
Choral - Victoria School 
Music Festival
Deakin Edge

Thursday 22 August
Symphonic Band - Victorian 
School Music Festival
 Hawthorn

Thursday 29 August
Intermediate Concert Band 
- Victorian School Music 
Festival
Hawthorn

Wednesday 14 August
A-Train - Victorian School 
Music Festival

Wednesday 28 August
Music Scholarships Finals 
Concert

Royal South Street 
Competitions

Saturday 31 August
Senior String Orchestra

Saturday 31 August
Newitt String Orchestra

Friday 6 September
Intersection Stage Band

Friday 6 September
Black Orpheus Stage Band

Wednesday 4 September
VCE Jazz Combo

Saturday 7 September
Symphonic Concert Band

Monday 9 September
VCE Soiree Music 
Performance

Tuesday 17 September
Jazz Night - Veneto Club

Flute Piano trio performing at the State Education 
Leader’s Forum

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music
Pizza Pasta and all that Jazz
Tuesday 17 September, Veneto Club, Bulleen

Victorian Schools Music Festival
Encore Choir 
Senior Concert Choir 
Training and Novice Concert Bands
Junior Concert Band
Intermediate Concert Band

Parents and friends are welcome to attend Victorian School Music Festival events and entry is 
free for supporters. As part of the students’ music commitment and involvement in the Festival, 
students are required to attend for the whole performance session time of their section.

Royal South Street
Friday 31 August – Saturday 1 September & Monday 3 – Saturday 8 September
Her Majesty’s Theatre, Ballarat

Newitt String Orchestra  
Senior String Orchestra
A Train Stage Band 

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

Newitt Strings in rehearsal

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science
2019 Australian Mathematics Competition (Years 7-12)
The Australian Mathematics Competition is a high profile world-wide event held every year at 
Balwyn High School. It provides students an opportunity to “test-out” their mathematical skills 
in a fun event with problems designed to stimulate interest and discussion with friends, parents 
and teachers. 

Participating students will be required to complete 25 multiple-choice problems and 5 questions 
requiring a number answer. The problems start off very easy and become progressively more 
difficult. Students of all standards will find a challenge point in the paper.

If there are any further queries, please do not hesitate in sending Ms. Lew an email, lle@balwynhs.
vic.edu.au.

Official Sitting Date: Thursday 1 August.

2019 Australian Science Olympiads (Biology, Chemistry and Physics).
The Australian Science Olympiads are a national program for top performing secondary science 
students. It is regarded to be the ultimate challenge for students and is a rewarding opportunity for 
Years 10 and 11 students to extend themselves beyond school through enrichment, challenges 
and higher order thinking questions in the examinations. Depending on the examination result, 
students may be given additional opportunities to attend the Australian Summer School Science 
Olympiad and to enter the International Science Olympiad.

This year the Biology, Chemistry and Physics Olympiads will be conducted on Thursday 15 
August at the same time. Interested students are required to choose one Olympiad. Each 
Olympiad is 130 minutes duration and will commence at the beginning of Period 4 and run until 
approximately 4.30 pm. The Olympiad consists of a set of multiple choice and written response 
questions.

If there are any further queries, please do not hesitate in sending Ms. Lew an email, lle@balwynhs.
vic.edu.au

Sitting Date: Thursday 15 August.

Stimulating your minds
Science – Did you know!

•	 Gravity on the moon is a sixth of what it is on Earth. Someone who weighs 150 pounds 
(68 kg) on this planet moves the scales at only 25 pounds (11 kg) on the moon. Its gravity 
is so much lower because the moon is just 1 percent the mass of Earth. Your weight on 
the various planets would vary greatly. If you could stand on Jupiter, you’d weigh more 
than twice as much.

•	 The adult human skeleton has 206 bones. The smallest is the stapes or stirrup, the 
innermost of three bones in the middle ear; the femur (thighbone) is the longest and 
strongest, and the tibia in the lower leg is the second largest in the human skeleton. What 
you may not know is that babies are born with about 270 bones. Some fuse together as 
their bodies grow.

•	 The ocean is 12,080.7 feet (3,682.2 meters) deep on average. That’s about eight Empire 
State Buildings, stacked one on top of the other. The deepest part of the ocean, however, 
is about 36,200 feet down (11,030 m). That’s more like 25 Empire State Buildings.

Source: https://www.livescience.com/28170-25-fun-facts.html

Solution to last Lion’s puzzle
1. $105
2. None, the barn is already built!
3. 100 eggs, at one cent each
4. Zero

Source: https://www.getriddles.com/math-riddles/

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
mailto:lle@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
mailto:lle@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
mailto:lle@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
mailto:lle@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://www.livescience.com/33356-weight-on-planets-mars-moon.html
https://www.livescience.com/33356-weight-on-planets-mars-moon.html
https://www.livescience.com/22537-skeletal-system.html
https://www.livescience.com/6470-ocean-depth-volume-revealed.html
https://www.livescience.com/28170-25-fun-facts.html
https://www.getriddles.com/math-riddles/
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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