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Congratulations Year 12 Students
We farewelled our 366 Year 12 students yesterday with celebrations beginning with a Pancake 
Breakfast before a final Level Assembly was held in the David McGrail Theatre. Students then left 
the school after parading around the campus in a variety of costumes and fancy-dress, bidding 
farewell to their younger peers as they went. Last night we celebrated with nearly 700 students and 
parents at our fantastic Graduation Evening in the Victory Room at Marvel Stadium.

We congratulate our Year 12 students on their excellent behaviour and attitude throughout the final 
weeks of their formal schooling at Balwyn High School and wish them all the best for their VCAA 
examinations. They have been terrific role-models for our younger students and have shown it is 
possible to enjoy these end-of-year celebrations in a most respectful, dignified and positive way.

I am proud that we have worked with our fantastic students to establish a culture of fun and 
respect for their final weeks of formal schooling and congratulate this superb cohort of students 
for role-modelling such a positive conclusion to ‘six years of study spent here’. The thoroughly 
enjoyable and respectful interactions between the Principal Team, staff and students over the final 
week were a tribute to our school community.

At this time I wish to particularly acknowledge the superb support that has been ongoing from the 
Senior School Team led by Julien Escurat, Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers Paul Gear 
and Eliza Broadbent, Hamish Anderson and the Student Services Team, Erin Shale (Careers), 
Grace Yin (International Students), Louise Noonan (Student Leadership/Voice) and all of the 
VCE teachers throughout 2019, and indeed all staff who have influenced this cohort. Parents and 
families should also be recognised for their ongoing support and encouragement throughout this 
year and during previous years. 

We wish our Class of 2019 all the very best as they make their preparations for their final 
examinations and life beyond the gates of Balwyn High School. We are strongly encouraging our 
students to seek assistance from their teachers and from the Senior School and Student Services’ 
Teams if they require support at this very demanding time. 

Calendar of Events
Monday 21 October
Art Show Opening\Media 
Night

Wednesday 30 October - 
Wednesday 20 November
VCAA Exams

Save the Date
Presentation Night 
Monday 9 December 2019
Hamer Hall

Look whats new
Check out a new function 
on our website which 
enables all of our 
community to access 
school information via a 
language interpreting tool 
(tab located at bottom of 
home screen)

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Graduation Evening 2019
A wonderful night of celebration was held last night at Marvel Stadium. This was the first time we 
have held our Graduation event at this fantastic venue and with almost 700 students, staff and 
parents in attendance, all enjoyed a fitting tribute to the Class of 2019.  

Graduation Evening also showcased the superb musical talents that have been such a large 
part of this cohort and we were privileged to listen to performances from the Blue In Green VCE 
Combo (Night and Day) and our marvellous Black Orpheus Stage Band (Gentle Rain). Both items 
will be long remembered as will the inspirational speeches from Julien Escurat, (Director of Senior 
School), and our two School Captains, Oscar Reid and Charlie Visser.  

Thanks must go to Bernadette Clayton, Julien Escurat, Paul Gear, Eliza Broadbent, Chris Greig 
and Mal Sedergreen for their contributions to the planning and organisation and for supporting 
the student performers, to Rein Kivivali for his flawless technical support, and Will Hilder,  Senior 
School Secretary, for his administrative support.

World Teachers’ Day – Friday 25 October
On Friday we will celebrate ‘World Teachers’ Day.’  Internationally World Teachers' Day is celebrated 
on the first Friday in October. However as this is usually during the Australian school vacation, 
Australia celebrates the day on the last Friday in October of each year. The day provides an 
opportunity to draw attention to the important role of teachers within our communities. Celebrated 
in over 100 countries World Teachers' Day acknowledges the efforts of teachers in an increasingly 
complex, multicultural and technological society. It is a day on which students, parents and 
community members can demonstrate their appreciation for the contributions that teachers have 
made to their community. In due recognition of the work our teachers do every day, we will enjoy 
a morning tea with our Education Support colleagues who provide such great assistance to us 
every day.

‘One looks back with appreciation to the brilliant teachers, but with gratitude to those who touched 
our human feelings. The curriculum is so much necessary raw material, but warmth is the vital 
element for the growing plant and for the soul of the child’ (Carl Jung).

‘The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. The 
great teacher inspires’ (William Arthur Ward).

At Balwyn High School we continue to strive to ensure quality teaching in every classroom and to 
support highly skilled teachers who will provide the nurturing and encouragement needed by our 
students to be successful now and into the future. I thank them all on behalf of our great school 
community.

Deborah Harman
Principal

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Term 4 General Assemblies – Saying Goodbye to our Class of 2019
The Term 4 General Assemblies were held on Wednesday 16 October - there are three 
assemblies, one for Years 7 and 8, one for Years 9 and 10 and one for Years 11 and 12. It 
is tradition that we farewell the Year 12 Class of 2019 at the Years 11 and 12 assembly and 
while this was a celebratory assembly there was no doubt a feeling of sadness that this was the 
students’ final assembly after six years at Balwyn High School. At each general assembly during 
the year, a range of student leaders provided a reflection on the pillar of learning for each term.  
The reflections provided by the leaders have been excellent and students readily related to the 
messages. At the Wednesday’s assemblies, selected leaders provided wonderful and thought-
provoking reflections on Learning to Be.  Here is an extract from the reflection given by one of the 
Music Captains, Sam Stuchbery, at the Years 11 and 12 General Assembly:

Hello to all staff, students and the Principal Team. When asked to talk at this assembly we, as all 
student leaders are suddenly forced to do, reflected on what the pillar of learning meant. Not only 
to us, but to the school. Personally, along-side Mrs Harman, I feel like "Learning to Be" has been 
placed at the end of the year for a reason.

It's the stage where we have learnt to live together and cooperate in a group learning environment, 
sometimes provoking a mental shift of people’s actions and thoughts. It’s the stage where we have 
learnt to think, grow and understand both individually and as a collective. And it’s the stage where 
we have been started on the path of learning to do, something that’s a life-long process. Learning 
to Be is the result of all of these things.

As much as our end of year exams are the culmination of the knowledge we have acquired 
throughout the year, the pillar of Learning to Be, or becoming something, is the culmination of 
experiences, knowledge, and for half the people in this room, all of the time they have spent at 
Balwyn High School.

That doesn't mean that Learning to Be is an effortless task, or a natural process. For some things, 
it's hard. And that changes from person to person. For me, I've really struggled Learning to Be 
a student. In a school that prides itself on academic excellence, and has built a culture around 
success, hard work and defying the 'tall poppy syndrome' that permeates Australian culture. To 
go home and study for an hour or two, was a task that at the start of the year I found challenging 
at best, and impossible at worst. I learnt to 'do' studying, I learnt to 'do' revision, 
and I learnt to 'do' paying attention in class, and the result was that I learnt to 
be a student. By no means an excellent one at the top of any class, but every 
person’s version of success is different, and striving for your personal best it what 
everybody should aim for.

Who you are is paved by your actions. Learning to Be is not an isolated pillar that 
can exist on its own, it is the culmination of knowledge gained and the metaphorical 
mountain top. Most of all, Learning to Be just needs to start with a thought, as long 
as that thought can inspire action.

The pillar of learning for this term is Learning to Be.  

2020 Year 7 and Year 10 Laptop Program 
The 2020 Year 7 laptop information night was held in the A M Rogers Hall on Monday 14 October 
and was attended by a large number of our 2020 Year 7 students and their parents. The audience 
was welcomed to Balwyn High School by the Assistant Principal Josie Millard who also outlined 
the responsibilities of belonging to the laptop program. Lachlan Ellis (Learning Systems Manager) 
explained the both importance and advantages of joining to the school’s laptop program and 
announced the details of the 2020 model - the Lenovo Yoga L390. David Nichols (Assistant 
Principal) outlined purchasing details and concluded the evening. Ordering and payments are 
made through Compass.  

Samuel Stuchbery Yr 12

Return to page 1
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2020 Year 10 students (and parents) are able to access a video outlining the full details of the 
2020 Senior School Laptop Program through Compass Newsfeed. The deadline for ordering a 
laptop is by 5.00pm Thursday 7 November.

Our Summer Uniform 
Our school uniform is an important part of the school’s culture and all parents are requested to 
ensure their sons/daughters are wearing the correct summer uniform every day they leave for 
school. Please note the following: the only acceptable summer shirt is the tailored shirt with the 
school logo (long sleeved shirts cannot be worn); black school shoes can only be the ‘Oxford 
style;’ the length of the school dress is to be below or at knee length; scarves are part of the 
winter uniform and are not to be worn with the summer uniform; and the blazer remains the only 
acceptable outer garment worn with the summer uniform to and from school each day.  

The green jumper cannot to be worn as an outer garment to and from school whether it is 
summer of winter. Parents and students are requested to be vigilant in these areas to maintain 
the high standards of our school uniform. Thank you for your cooperation.

Year 12 Final Day
On Wednesday 16 October, our Year 12 students had their last day of formal classes. General 
Assemblies provided an opportunity to farewell students as our student leaders recognised and 
applied the experience gained over six years of schooling. The final day of classes is always a 
reflective and poignant experience for our Year 12 students and we were extremely proud of the 
manner in which our students celebrated their friendships. 

The school will continue to support students through the provision of designated study areas and 
teacher availability up until they have completed their examinations. We encourage students to 
continue to work diligently, exercise and try to remain relaxed and positive.  We wish all of our 
students well for their exams. 

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Josie Millard
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Farewell to the class of 2019
The Year 12 students brilliantly completed their VCE Unit 4 requirements and Term 3 concluded in 
a genuine atmosphere of collegiate celebration as they received their commemorative garments. 
The holidays were marked by a very successful Revision Program attended by a vast majority 
of students who actively engaged with revision lectures, practice examinations and orals. Since 
the start of Term 4, the Year 12 students continue to act as role models for the younger students 
and have worked collaboratively with each other and their teachers to prepare for the VCAA 
examinations. Many students have already attended performance examinations and many others 
will start with the English and EAL examinations on Wednesday 30 October. Full schedule for the 
VCAA examinations can be accessed at https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/
Pages/VCE-exam-timetable.aspx. 

This week was the final week of high school for Year 12 students. They attended the General 
Assembly on Wednesday, which was based on this term’s pillar ‘Learning to Be;’ their final 
assembly in which they were returned their Year 7 time capsule, and of course, last night’s 
Graduation Evening which officially marked their completion of high school.

We congratulate our Year 12 students on their commitment throughout the year and excellent 
behaviour and attitude throughout the final weeks of their formal schooling at Balwyn High 
School. We wish them all the best for their examinations. They have been terrific role models for 
our younger students and have shown it is possible to enjoy these end of year celebrations in a 
most respectful and positive way.

Arrangements for Study Period
Year 12 students are welcome to attend school to see their teachers or use the facilities in the 
library for study. Students must attend school in the correct summer uniform during this time. 
While VCE Unit 4 classes will no longer run, students should contact their teachers directly and 
organise an appointment time if they wish to meet with them.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Graduation Evening at Marvel Stadium

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Welcome to Term 4
Students are to be congratulated on their extremely positive start to Term 4. Productive approaches 
to learning have been evident in every class I have visited and there is a palpable sense of 
anticipation in the air as we head into the home straight for 2019. This final term is an exciting time 
of the year for many reasons. Year 7 and Year 8 singing rehearsals gain momentum in support 
of our crowning night of celebration: Presentation Night, to be held on Monday 9 December 
in Hamer Hall. I have attended a number of Year 8 rehearsals and the quality of singing is a 
perfect complement to the great selection of songs for the finale. While I cannot reveal too much 
about the finale, at this stage, I can reliably report that our selection of songs this year perfectly 
encapsulate the school theme of Vision, Wisdom and Determination. This term our thoughts turn 
to the final Pillar of Learning - ‘Learning to Be’. Students regularly report this as their favourite 
pillar, not the least for it being the culmination of all of their learning throughout the year. ‘Learning 
to Be’ is a very personal statement about us as individuals and what is required to take what we 
have learnt throughout the year to demonstrate not only our understanding but what we value. 

As each day ticks past this term our thoughts will start to turn to 2020, but there is still so much to 
achieve in the coming months. An extremely important part of our planning for next year centres 
on the process of establishing our future leaders. Applications for Student Leadership in 2020 
have started and it will not be long before a student-voted shortlist of students will be speaking 
one-on-one with our Principal, Deborah Harman and our Director of Student Leadership and 
Voice, Louise Noonan about their leadership aspirations and how best they can serve their 
school community. I am lucky enough to sit in on a number of these interviews and each year I 
am astounded by the level of maturity, generosity and foresight shown by students at all levels.

This term we will also devote a great amount of attention to our Transition Program that focuses 
on the new families who will join us in 2020. Primary School visits, Information Evenings and 
Orientation Days are just some of the ways we prepare new students for the big leap from Primary 
School to High School. I am very proud of our Transition Program and way it prepares students 
for their very first day of school at Balwyn High School. Our goal is to have all students feeling 
very comfortable with their surroundings well before their official first day in January next year. We 
also run Transition Programs for our Year 7, 8 and 9 students at the end of the year so they can 
experience their first taste of 2020 classes before our long break.

I hope to see many parents at our annual Spring Concerts next Tuesday 22 October and I thank 
all Middle School students for our smooth start to the term. 

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Student Services

Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 
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Be Well at Balwyn News
What is success?
Our Pillar of Learning this term, Learning to Be, encourages 
us to recognise and support our growth as a ‘whole person’ – 
finding our own personal fulfilment and developing a sense of 
hope and wonder for the future. A critical part of this growth is 
to understand and define what success means in all aspects of 
our lives. 

Success can be our achievements at school, at work or in our 
extracurricular activities. It may lie in the challenges we have 
overcome, the conflicts we have resolved, or the growth in our 
knowledge, confidence and skills. Success is present in the 
relationships we nurture or the time we take to care for someone 
else. 

Over the coming weeks, students will begin preparing for 
examinations – whether the first school examinations for our Year 9s or final VCE examinations 
for our Year 12s. While the results of any assessment are important, our attitude to learning along 
the way is equally significant – as is how we understand and measure success. 

Parents, carers and peers play a vital role in supporting their teenagers through the examination 
period and in understanding and celebrating success. For many students, it can seem as if 
their entire future depends on their results – which means the examination period can be one 
of the most stressful times of all their years at school. However, it can be difficult to know how 
best to support a teenager to manage their stress and recognise success. Below are some links 
with additional information for students, parents and carers to support each other in celebrating 
success, preparing for examinations and managing stress: 

Please click on the two hyperlinks that provide support material for parents in the lead up to 
exams.

Seven Tips for Managing Exam Stress

Supporting Young People to Manage Distractions

We wish all our students the best for upcoming assessments at school. Please continue to access 
Student Services and Wellbeing support material on Student SharePoint under the Tutorial - 
Wellbeing Support tab.

Student Services Team

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
http://Seven Tips for Managing Exam Stress
http://Supporting Young People to Manage Distractions
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News - In Our Classrooms
Finding opportunities to apply what is learned to authentic situations
What is learned in the classroom becomes more valuable when it can be transferred to the real 
world. Taking (and looking for) such opportunities is really important as it allows students to see 
the complexity and ambiguity that exists outside of the classroom. Whilst we study ‘subjects’ 
at school, life is not segmented into subject areas, so we encourage students to transfer their 
knowledge and skills from one subject to another and from one year to the next in order to get 
the most out of their time at school. Below, Kartik Iyer (Year 11) explains why he believes such 
opportunities are so valuable.

Tegan Knuckey
Director of Pedagogy

Why do you like applying your knowledge and understanding to real life examples?
While learning concepts from a book is one aspect of learning, actually applying it to a different 
context is not only interesting, but at the same time, it cements my learning and builds a base for 
further extension. It is an eye-opening experience to see firsthand how a particular phenomenon 
or theory works in a scenario you never thought could even exist. Not only does it widen my 
interests and prompts me to ask questions, it also supports my learning strongly. 

How do you think this helps improve your learning?
Visualising what I learn in class in different contexts allows me to not only widen my horizons in 
terms of my overall awareness in the global context, it also enables me to develop my critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. Applying one particular piece of knowledge to different 
contexts exposes me to different means of solving the same problem and allows me to develop my 
own preferences and evaluations for each application. Also, encountering different applications 
encourages me to extend my learning beyond the books by asking questions and engaging in 
research, which is critical in backing the theory that I acquire. 

What recommendations would you give to other students about exposing themselves to 
real life situations?
Widen your knowledge sources to beyond the resources given in class: for instance, watch 
educational videos from reputable organisations, read and be aware of the latest news 
happening around the world. Especially, business news and politics has strongly helped cement 
my understanding of the systems that run the world today, and I strongly recommend you keep 
yourself aware of the latest events and current affairs as a way of allowing you to stay in touch 
with what you learn from school or tutoring and what you already know. 

Kartik Iyer Yr 11

Return to page 1
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China Cultural Tour Reflections
On Wednesday 18 September, 25 eager Balwyn High School students and five excited staff 
departed for the biennial 14 day China Cultural Tour. This Tour has a long history at Balwyn High 
School, having exposed numerous groups of students and staff to the rich history and traditions 
of Chinese culture since 2005. 

The 2019 Tour was an outstanding success; it exposed our students to many unique and 
unforgettable learning, social and travel experiences, and forged memories and friendships that 
will endure well beyond the Tour itself. A highlight of the 2019 Tour was undoubtedly the two 
immersion experiences in our sister schools in Shanghai and Guangzhou, as these experiences 
challenged students to reflect on the similarities and differences between our educational 
contexts. 

Below are the reflections of Emily Tan, one of the Year 11 students who attended this year’s Tour. 

For the 2019 China Cultural Tour, we visited five diverse cities: Shanghai, Suzhou, Guangzhou, 
Beijing and Xi’an.

At the commencement of the trip, our tour guide Eddie educated us about the everchanging 
city of Shanghai. During this time, we visited the Oriental Pearl TV tower, a bustling night market, 
went on a cruise on the Huangpu river and visited Disneyland. Also, our first stop in Shanghai 
was one of our Sister Schools - The High School Affiliated to Fudan University. We toured the 
campus, including its boarding facilities, and we were paired up with our designated buddies and 
shadowed them in class. My class was Chinese history, where we learnt of old governors and 
provinces. We then said goodbye to our new friends and began the next part of the school visit 
which was a traditional Chinese printing class. In this lesson, we created our own Chinese print 
using carving knives, an eraser, ink and printing paper.

We then travelled by bus to Suzhou, a city west of Shanghai which is located in the south of 
Jiangsu Province. Here, we visited the Humble Administrator’s Garden, went on another cruise and 
visited the Silk Spinning Mill (embroidery factory). The meticulous process of making embroidery 
requires practice, patience and a steady hand.

In Guangzhou, we visited our second Sister School; the Guangdong Guangya High School which 
was established back in 1888 by Zhang Zhidong. At the school, we learnt about popular traditional 
Chinese snacks such as 糯(nuò)米(mǐ)糍(cí) (glutinous rice dumpling), 龟(guī)苓(líng)

膏(gāo) (tortoise herbal jelly – eaten in summer, a cooling remedy ), 大(dà)白(bái)兔(tù) 
(white rabbit milk candy – originated back in 1909), 冰(bīng)糖(táng)葫(hú)芦(lu) (candied 
fruits/ice sugar gourds – eaten as a winter snack as sugar candy will not melt), 马(mǎ)蹄(tí)

糕(gāo) (chestnut water pudding) 灯(dēng)影(yǐng)牛(niú)肉(ròu) (spicy beef snack – as 
thin as paper, very spicy), 饺(jiǎo)子(zi)(dumplings – originated in the early Han dynasty)and 
辣(là)条(tiáo) (spicy wheat sticks).

We also participated in a physical education class where we learnt how to do Tai chi, and attended 
a Chinese calligraphy class where we got to work with our buddies to make our own fan. We 
were made to feel very welcome at this school and the visit was one of the highlights of the Tour 
for many students. During our time in Guanghzhou, we also visited the five-ram 
statue, located in Yuexiu Park.

From Guangzhou, we took a flight to Beijing. During our stay in Beijing, we visited 
many important cultural and historical sites, including the Lama Temple, the 
Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square, the Red Theatre for a Kung Fu show, the 
Great Wall of China at Badaling, Dingling Tomb, the Temple of Heaven and the 
White Cloud Taoist Temple. A few other places of interest included the Beijing Zoo 
(where many of us saw pandas for the first time) and the Forbidden City, where 
the last emperor lived. Emily Tan Yr 11

Return to page 1
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We then took a bullet train southwest to the city of Xi’an. In Xi’an, we went bike riding on an ancient 
city wall, and we went to see one of the greatest discoveries of the 20th century – the Terracotta 
Warriors. Additionally, we visited the Chinese Muslim mosque of Xi’an, as well as the Big Wild 
Goose Pagoda.

The China Tour was truly a remarkable experience - each city was so different despite being part 
of the same country. I would highly recommend and encourage students to go on the China tour 
in 2021 as I guarantee that you will learn so much, regardless of whether or not you learn Chinese 
at school. Also, you will have a chance to build strong relationships with teachers and students 
from other year levels. I’m so grateful for the opportunity to be able to go on the China Tour and to 
make so many fun memories and friendships with everyone. 

Return to page 1
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News
National History Competition Success
The National History Competition is designed to “emphasise and reward quality research, the 
use of community resources and effective presentation.” (National History Competition, 2019). 
There are a range of formats that students may submit work in and a broad range of categories. 

This year, Simon Lim submitted an excellent research essay entitled, “How significant was the role 
of the Chinese people in developing power and strength towards the Communist revolutionary 
movement of 1949”. Simon was selected as a State Finalist in the senior category, and competed 
in the finals at Melbourne Boys Grammar School on Sunday 15 September. He received a Bronze 
Young Historian Award. 

Here is an excerpt from his entry:

The Chinese Revolution of the 1946 to 1949 Civil War eventuated due to the Communist victory 
against the Nationalists on 1 October 1949: proclaiming the ‘People’s Republic of China’1. This 
revolutionary movement was a result of years of discontent and universal suffrage experienced 
by the Chinese people against foreign encroachment and incompetent governments. Whilst 
ideas, events and movements were evident in the development of China’s revolutionary climate, 
it was ultimately the Chinese people themselves who were critical in developing both power and 
strength in the revolutionary movement towards the Communist victory of 1949. This is exemplified 
though the mass May Fourth Movement of students and intellectuals, the feeble and incompetent 
leadership of Jiang Jieshi which drove popular resentment towards the dictator and Mao’s prudent 
leadership and development of his Mao Zedong Thought.

Many thanks to Jane Gibson for facilitating the competition at Balwyn High School this year and 
congratulations Simon on your success. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities
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News cont.
Language Centre Excursion – Indigenous Culture and History 
In the final week of Term 3, the Year 9 Language Centre went on an excursion to support our 
understanding of indigenous culture and history, as part of our Australian Studies curriculum. 

We went to the Koorie Heritage Trust and the Ian Potter Centre: NGV Australia. 

Through our guided walk we were taken to the Birrarung Wilam (Common Ground) Aboriginal 
art installations. We learnt about the history of the Birrarung Marr (Beside the river of mists) and 
Indigenous Peoples of the Kulin Nation

After lunch, the students enjoyed exploring the modern and traditional art on display at the Ian 
Potter Centre: NGV Australia. 

Some student reflections from the day:

“The excursion let us observe and understand indigenous culture from close range. Through 
explanation, the impression of indigenous history in my heart is more profound and clear.” – 
Amber

“Listening to their story from an Indigenous person helped me understand more about this land 
where I am living. To know how it used to be, how it have changed and the people who own this 
land.” - Tina

“I could see the indigenous people’s clothes and jewellery. Quite spectacular and amazing. It was 
exciting to learn about the Yarra River and how it was the main source of water for living.”  – Lily 

 “By touching some of their clothes and hunting things, my mind formed a scene of how the 
indigenous people live. Also, I now know more about their history and stories, which can help 
me, too.” – Gloria 

“Nature is magic. Ancient culture is particularly interesting.”  – Joyce
Ela Fornalska

English Language Teacher
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News cont.
Mt Arapiles Rock climbing
Within both classes, students did a fabulous effort in pushing themselves outside of their individual 
comfort zones and gave everything a really good attempt. Many students were challenged 
physically but the biggest challenge of all was the fear factor, every student at one stage or 
another experienced this and dealt with it in varying ways. When debriefing, students expressed 
that they were really proud of themselves and that they realised they were stronger and more 
capable than their brain allowed them to believe, and they reflected on how this can be brought 
back into everyday life. 

For many, this once in a lifetime experience will stay with them for a long time to come.
Phoebe Crawford

Head of Outdoor Education Programs

The first day we got to school nice and early and loaded up the bus ready for the long bus drive to 
Mt Arapiles. On the way we collected our helmets, rock-climbing shoes and harnesses that would 
keep us safe for the next three days. After we were done with that we drove to our camp grounds 
and met our first instructors Rob and Nobby who took us for a practise climb on a big cliff face with 
varying difficulties. We practiced for about two hours before it was time to set up our campsite. 
We cooked our dinner, went for a night walk and when it was dark we played night games and 
reflected on the day. It was also a chance to mentally prepare for tomorrows multi pitch climb. 

The second day we woke up nice and early, ate our breakfast, split into groups and walked to 
our separate climbing routes for the day. Before we could climb, our instructor would climb up 
roughly 20 meters and place “holds” in the wall of the mountain. Once he or she was happy with 
the “holds” they would let us climb. The instructors were thorough with their safety procedure and 
it was very interesting how they do it. Each group climbed about 80 to 100 meters high and then 
walked or abseiled down to meet back at camp. There was much discussion about everyone’s 
different experiences and comparing stories of the day. “I can’t believe we were just up there!” 

We cooked our dinner in our trusted trangia before we were allowed to light a camp fire. We sat 
around the fire and played camp fires games and had a great time.

The third and final day we woke up ate our breakfast and met up with Rob and Nobby for the last 
time. They set up an abseiling route down a 20m high wall of the mountain. When it was time to 
go we thanked our instructors and started our long drive home. Mount Arapiles is a gorgeous 
mountain that is even better in person then the photos showed. It reminded me of Uluru and I 
would recommend seeing it. 

Gus Gill

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


16
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 16  18 OCTOBER 2019

Six Nominations for Anything Goes.
We are thrilled to announce that our school musical for 2019 of Anything Goes has been 
nominated for six awards in the Lyrebird Youth Awards. Awards will be on Sunday 8 December. 
Congratulations and good luck to all nominees.

Rachelle Heath
Head of Performing Arts and Production

Best Cameo Performance – 
Zeb O’Connell

Best Ensemble Male Performer – 
Viv Wright

Best Acting Partnership – 
Bianca Chow and Noah Gill

Best Set
Outstanding Technical Design

Outstanding Stage Crew
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Library News
The Library has had a lot going on over the last 12 months. The changes to the design of the 
space will ensure the Library continues to be a hub of activity for our students and the fresh space 

will complement the new buildings once 
they are finished. Our new study desks and 
soft seating has provided an inviting space 
for students to work, read, or relax, while 
our new shelving will make it easier for 
students to find a new book to read. Over 
the term break, we had a fresh coat of paint 
and new lighting, so the space is fresher 
than ever. 

Diana Kelly
Head of Library

Stephanie Leonard, Anthony Wu, Jayaram Annadurai, Kwan 
Sheng Ong, William Davies and Theresa Ngodinhson

Melina Kalupahana and Nicole Meng

Readers’ Cup Winners 
For Book Week last term, we were able to host the Readers’ Cup competition from previous 
years, in which teams compete to answer questions based on four books. We would like to thank 
all students and teachers who participated in the Readers’ Cup and hope that it was an enjoyable 
and exciting experience. All participants did very well (considering the challenging questions) 
and determining the winners was certainly a close call. 

Congratulations to the following winners who received a book voucher and their name engraved 
on the Readers’ Cup: 

Junior Division (Years 7-9):
Let’s Get Lit - Sharmain Koh, Melina Kalupahana and Nicole Meng. 

Open Division (All year levels including staff):
The Big Four - Kwan Sheng Ong, Jayaram Annadurai, Anthony Wu and William Davies.

We have greatly enjoyed the experience of being able to run Book Club this year and to share 
our knowledge and love of reading and writing with other students. Thanks again to Ms Kelly, Ms 
Facey, Ms Veldsman and everyone else who helped make this opportunity possible. 

Theresa Ngodinhson and Stephanie Leonard
Book Club Captains
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News cont.
Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
The Balwyn High School Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop is the only authorised outlet 
for the sale and purchase of second-hand uniforms within the school. Monies raised support 
the employment of the Chaplain for Balwyn High School as well as other approved Chaplaincy 
Support Group projects. It is a great way to recycle and save some money.

How to shop
The Uniform Shop is situated in the canteen in the Science block. Look for the signs. Stock 
changes weekly depending on sale volumes and stock donated/placed for sale. Our usual 
trading hours are Thursdays 3 - 4.30pm (extended hours for Terms 1 and 4 are placed on the 
school website).

Uniform Item Usual Sale Price Range Uniform Item Usual Sale Price Range
Blazers all sizes $90-125 Summer Dress all sizes $24-49
Jumpers all sizes $26-52 Winter Skirt all sizes $35-65
Ties one size $10 Shirts all sizes $10-19
Trousers youth $22-40 PE Polo all sizes $18-32

adult $24-45 PE shorts all sizes $10-19
Scarves $5 - 7 PE Rugby Top all sizes $26-49
Shorts - Grey all sizes $15-26 PE Jacket all sizes $32-58
Socks $3 PE Trackpants all sizes $15-27
School Bags blue bag $20-37 PE Cap one size $ 5-8

We have always accepted cash and cheque payments but now through Square we can process, 
credit cards, EFTPOS and Apple Pay. All Square transactions attract a 2% fee.

We do not exchange or refund. We advise checking the fit of garments in our change-room.

How to sell
Full instructions are on the school website. Click on ‘Chaplaincy’ under the ‘Our Community’ 
tab and follow the links to Second-hand uniforms. A Seller Sheet, available on the website, is to 
accompany the uniforms you wish to sell. Uniform items submitted for sale must be washed or 
dry-cleaned and in good condition. Staff will price the uniform depending on its condition so a 
little effort may give you a better price.

Uniform items remain the property of the owner until sold. The Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform 
Shop sells all items on commission of 30% plus $2 administration fee, ie. the seller receives 70% 
of the sale price less a $2 administration fee. Cheque runs occur after Terms 2 and 4 for stock 
sold.

Our volunteers look forward to seeing you in our shop soon.

Chaplaincy Meeting Invitation 
The Balwyn Chaplaincy Support group would like to invite all in the Balwyn High School 
community to join us for our next meeting. 

Date – Tuesday 22 October

Time – 6.45pm for a 7pm start

Venue – Wellbeing House directly adjacent to the school in Moody Street

RSVP – secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au

The Chaplaincy Support Group is inviting parents, teachers and students to meet with us. You 
will have the opportunity to hear from our new Chaplain, Jeff Lampard. There will also be updates 
on our activities including Booksales and the Uniform Shop. Our parent-led group would love to 
welcome all who would like to know a little more about Chaplaincy in action at BHS.

We look forward to seeing you all Tuesday.

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 16  18 OCTOBER 2019

19
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911, FAX +61 9819 7395
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

Tuesday 22 October
Spring Concerts

Thursday 31 October
Music Try Out Night

Thursday 7-Tuesday 12 
November 
Victorian School Music Festival

Monday 9 December
Presentation Night

Pizza Pasta and all that Jazz
Congratulations to all our students who performed at the very successful Jazz Night at Venuto 
Club in the last week of Term 3. It was an excellent way to conclude the term and thank you to the 
many families who came along to listen to the wide range of jazz music that was  performed. Thank 
you to Mal Sedergreen for his co-ordination of the night and for his passion and commitment to 
our jazz program!

Vocal Soiree
Congratulations to all the vocal students who performed at the second vocal soiree on Tuesday  
15 October. Many thanks to Melanie White and Elizabeth Tunley for their co-ordination and 
preparation of all the vocal students for their performances.

AMEB Theory results
Congratulations to students who have now completed the Online Theory examination. The results 
this year were excellent with many High Distinctions in all grades.

CONCERTS
SPRING

6:00pm & 7:30pm, David McGrail Theatre
Tickets: $8 Adults, $2 Students

To book tickets please follow this link

TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER 

Spring Concerts 
We invite the school community, the general 
public and encourage families and friends to 
bring along guests to enjoy an evening of fine 
music at the 2019 Spring Concerts. These are 
the final concerts of 2019 and feature the junior 
and intermediate ensembles of the instrumental 
music program.
 

Spring Concert 1 – Tuesday 22 October, 6:00 - 7.00 pm, David McGrail Theatre
Training Concert Band, Junior Concert Band, Newitt String Orchestra, Intermezzo String 
Orchestra
 
Spring Concert 2 – Tuesday 22 October, 7.30 - 9.00 pm, David McGrail Theatre
Cantabile (Junior Choir), A-Strings Orchestra, Junior String Orchestra, Novice Concert Band, 
Intermediate Concert Band
 
Tickets: Adults $8 - Students $2 includes light refreshments between Concert 1 and Concert 2
To book this event, please go to https://www.trybooking.com/YODW
 
Guests are welcome to stay and enjoy light refreshments during the break between the two 
concerts. 
 
Please don’t book tickets for student performers as they are required to sit in the performers’ 
area during their concert session.

Presentation Night/Hamer Hall, Monday 9 December…… save this date!
Tickets will be  available for purchase through Compass/Parent Portal from Monday 21 October.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Welcome back to Term 4!
The Science and Mathematics departments are looking forward to an exciting Term 4 to celebrate 
the culmination of our learning this year. 

Year 8 SEAL Conference
The Year 8 SEAL students presented their Term 2 research project to teachers and Year 10 
students in a mini scientific conference. The students had been investigating how common 
household chemicals affect the growth of plants. They designed and conducted an experiment 
over the term and collected data on the growth of their plants. All groups found out that if seeds 
are watered with chemicals such as dishwashing liquid, they would show slowed or no growth. 

Students proudly presented their research as a scientific poster and answered questions about 
their findings, and future directions with confidence. It was pleasing to see so many staff and 
students celebrating the class’s achievements. 

Kathryn Ballintine
Year 8 SEAL teacher

Stimulating your minds
Sudoku is a type of puzzle where players use the number 
1 - 9 to fill a 9 x 9 grid. Each number can only appear once 
per row and column. 

A variation to this puzzle is the “Sandwich Sudoku” 
that involves logic and arithmetic to solve. This type of 
Sudoku still requires you to have each number appear 
only once in each line, but also involves clues outside the 
grid which shows the sums of the numbers that must be 
“sandwiched” between the highest and lowest numbers 
allowed. 

For example, if 10 lies outside the grid’s row then the 
following combination could be possible:

1, 4, 6, 9, 2, 5, 8, 3, 7

1 and 9 are the highest numbers, and 6 + 4 = 10, which is the clue outside that row. More 
instructions can be found at the source website below.

Can you solve the puzzle? The answer will be in the next Lion. 

Source:https://www.theguardian.com/science/2019may/06/can-you-solve-it-sandwich-sudoku-
a-new-puzzle-goes-viral

Melissa Co
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events
Thursday 17 October
Region Finals 
Intermediate Girls Cricket
Year 7 Boys & Girls Table 
Tennis

Friday 18 October
State Athletics 
(Held at Lakeside Stadium, 
Albert Park)

Monday 21 October
Region Finals 
Year 8 Boys Hockey

Tuesday 22 October
Region Finals 
Year 7 Boys Hockey

Wednesday 23 October
Region Finals 
Year 8 Boys & Girls Table 
Tennis

Friday 25 October
Region Finals 
Year 7 Girls Hockey

Monday 28 October
Region Finals
Year 7 Boys Tennis

Tuesday 29 October
Region Finals 
Year 7 Boys Baseball
Year 7 Girls Softball

Wednesday 30 October
Region Finals 
Year 7 Boys Cricket
Intermediate Boys & Girls 
Table Tennis

Balwyn Win Region Athletics Championships
Congratulations to the 55 Balwyn athletes who competed in the Eastern Metropolitan Region 
Track and Field Championships last Friday at the Knox track. It was a very successful day with 
the ‘Balwyn Lions’ topping the points table overall and many students medaling and achieving 
personal bests. 

This is a wonderful result for the school and builds on our convincing win overall at the Eastern 
Metropolitan Region Swimming Championships in Term 1. 

A big thankyou to Mr Driscoll, Mr Gianfagna, Mr Mirabella, Linda Gordon and Jane Diazikis who 
were invaluable contributors to our whole team effort with coaching and administrative support 
in the leadup  and on the day. 

This Friday six individuals and four relay teams compete at the Albert Park Track in the State 
Championships. Having four relays through is a super effort and should bring some excitement 
in the late afternoon at Lakeside Stadium. Best wishes to all of the athletes competing. 

EVENTS NAME AGE GENDER
100M WILL ROBERTS 17YR MALE BRONZE

JIAKAI FAN 20YR MALE BRONZE

200M VANESSA TRAN 13YR FEMALE SILVER
WILLIAM LOUEY 13YR MALE SILVER
BRENDAN YOUNG 14YR MALE SILVER
LIAM WONG 16YR MALE GOLD
MIA HAMLEY 20YR FEMALE BRONZE

400M BRENDAN YOUNG 14YR MALE SILVER
CLAIRE MCINNES 20YR FEMALE BRONZE

800M JOSHUA TRAM 15YR MALE GOLD
CONNOR DOWNIE 17YR MALE BRONZE
JAMES LAUDER 20YR MALE SILVER

110M HURDLES ZACHARY WILSON 20YR MALE BRONZE
SACHIN IYER 16YR MALE BRONZE

100M HURDLES MIA HAMLEY 20YR FEMALE BRONZE

90M HURDLES SOPHIE TRAM 14YR FEMALE GOLD
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Sport
RELAY

1 TATE KATOA 13YR MALE GOLD
2 RYAN NGUYEN
3 JONATHAN SAINSBURY
4 WILLIAM LOUEY

1 SARAH HUYNH 14YR FEMALE GOLD
2 MIA DESTRADI
3 JESSICA LAU
4 ELOISE DOUGLAS EM. MIRA 

DOWNIE

1 NICHOLAS PHOTOPOULOS 14YR MALES SILVER
2 AIDEN HUANG
3 LIAM VISSER
4 BRENDAN YOUNG

1 RYAN LEE 16YR MALES BRONZE
2 JAMES GALLOS 
3 JAKE BARBIC
4 LIAM WONG 

1 WILL ROBERTS 17YR MALES GOLD
2 ANTON ZANGL
3 CONNOR DOWNIE
4 BEN ORSINI

1 FIN PIKE 20YR MALE GOLD
2 WYN CHONG
3 MICHAEL PAPAS
4 JIAKAI FAN

SHOT PUT TATE KATOA 13YR MALE SILVER
LEILINAZ VATANPARASTZARN 13YR FEMALE GOLD
ERICA LOUEY 17YR FEMALE BRONZE
ZACHARY DAILY 15YR MALE BRONZE
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JAVELIN EMMA PERRONE 20YR FEMALE SILVER
JORDAN KOH 15YR MALE BRONZE
BRANDON LAY 20YR FEMALE BRONZE

HIGH JUMP JORDAN THOMAS-FUSCA 14YR MALE SILVER
SACHIN IYER 16YR MALE SILVER
EMMA PERRONE 20YR FEMALE GOLD

LONG JUMP MIA DESTRADI 14YR FEMALE BRONZE

TRIPLE JUMP MIA DESTRADI 14YR FEMALE BRONZE
ANTON ZANGL 17YR MALE GOLD
NICHOLAS PHOTOPOULOS 14YR MALE BRONZE
WILLIAM LOUEY 13YR MALE BRONZE
KENNATH CHRISTY-ALPHONES 20YR MALE SILVER

14Yr Girls Relay Team 17Yr Boys Relay Team 20Yr Boys Relay Team

Region Athletics Gold Medalists
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Josh & Sophie Tram

Emma Perrone

Josh Tram
Sophie Tram

Leilinaz Vatanparastzarn

Liam Wong
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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