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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Welcome to 2020 – ‘Creativity, Integrity, Persistence’
Welcome back to all students, staff and families for the new school year. 

Although I hope that the holiday break was enjoyable and provided time for all to relax and renew 
ahead of the school year, I understand that some members of our community have been impacted 
by the significant bushfires and our thoughts are with those families. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our Student Services team if you or your family require any support or assistance. 

I would especially like to welcome our 345 Year 7 students to our school community and the 
dozens of students who are joining us across Years 8 - 12. It was wonderful to be able to meet and 
welcome many of the families at our Year 7 Welcome Evening on Thursday 6 February. 

2020 has already provided us with the excitement of our 20 new classrooms located within our 
new B Wing in addition to the expanded C Wing facilities that were available during Term 4 of 
2019. We are incredibly proud of these new learning spaces and the feedback from students and 
teachers had been exceptional.  

Our theme for our work last year was ‘Vision, Wisdom, Determination’. Throughout the year we 
took opportunities to refer and reinforce this theme as it guided our work at every level. Most 
certainly last year’s Presentation Night – and in particular the wonderful musical finale – capped off 
a tremendous salute to the theme as did our stunning VCE results that were released in December 
2019. 

This year all of our work will be aligned to, and reflected through, the theme of ‘Creativity, Integrity 
and Persistence’. We have already introduced the theme at our welcoming assemblies last week 
and students will be encouraged through tutorial classes and assemblies to set, monitor and 
evaluate personal goals for the year incorporating these powerful attributes. Since 2014 our annual 
school themes have sought to provide focus and inspiration to our incredibly aspirational school 
community, as well as providing each Year 12 cohort with an individual perspective as Graduates 
of Balwyn High School. We look forward to showcasing ‘Creativity, Integrity, Persistence’ through 
its influence in the planning of our formal events throughout 2020, as well as influencing our 
classrooms, co-curricular programs, competitions, teaching and learning approaches, and 
presentations to year level and General Assemblies.

Introducing Our New Leaders and Staff
This year we have appointed a significant number of new teaching staff and I extend a warm 
welcome to them. We also welcome back Jennifer Jones, Lynette Lew, Josian Gazsik and Brooke 
Jacobs following their leave in 2019.

We congratulate the staff who have taken on significant leadership responsibilities for 2020
•	 Christopher Land (Leading Teacher – Director of English) 
•	 Jennifer Jones, Michael Adams, Sheena Yaremko (Learning Specialists); 
•	 New Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers – Emily Bourke (Year 7), Kathryn Ballintine 

(Year 9), Elizabeth Kurien (Year 10) and Bruce McLaverty (Year 10). In addition, Rosie 
Hilder moves SLWM responsibilities from Year 7 to Year 8, Amy Lawson moves from Year 
10 to Year 11 and Alexandra Cerni moves from Year 10 to Year 12. 

•	 New Assistant Directors – Katrina Douras (Middle School), Eliza Broadbent (Senior 
School), Chris Cafiso (Student Services), Simon Maher (Science and Mathematics) and 
Emily Caracella (Music, Ensembles).

•	 New Head of Learning – Nicole Adderley (Food Studies) and Careers Advisor (Year 7-10) 
Gemma Slussareff
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During the first weeks of 2020, we have been excited to welcome the following new staff. We are 
thrilled to have them at Balwyn High School:

The arrival of new staff each year – both experienced and new graduate teachers – is always 
invigorating for an organisation as fresh faces and new ideas and perspectives provide us all with 
a sense of renewal. All of the new staff have joined us after rigorous selection processes and I am 
confident that all of our new staff members will bring great positivity, enthusiasm and commitment 
to their roles. Most certainly they have been provided with fantastic support by the Leadership 
Team and their learning area colleagues in the early days of their work here, and they have all 
expressed a sincere appreciation of the privilege of being selected to work in such a marvellous 
school community.

Student Leadership at Balwyn High School
Student Leadership continues to be a hallmark of Balwyn High School and we continue to enjoy 
unprecedented levels of interest. Once we finalise the Year 7 leadership positions this term we will 
have an enviable 450+ students directly represented in the program. They will be expected to be 
role-models for their peers, be proactive in seeking out the ideas and feedback, work closely with 
the Leadership Team and SLWMs, and organise engaging events for the school community.

It promises to be another fantastic year in student leadership and that we will continue to seek and 
act upon student voice across all year levels to inform our practice and programs. I congratulate 
again Ned Lindenmayer and Julia Goh as our School Captains and Leroy Floyd and Piper Louey 
as our School Vice Captains, and I will very much look forward to working with them, and Louise 
Noonan, Director of Student Leadership/Voice in 2020.

Andrew Corr
Acting Principal

English
Sarah Powick
Joanna Kelman

Mathematics/Science
Charlotte Fu
Dean De Bortoli
Craig Jones
Vincent Ngo
Dylan den Hartog
Angie Hu
Annabel Ho
Carol Kim

Languages
Gary Niblock (French)
Joanne Zhou (Chinese and Humanities)

Commerce/Humanities
Mercedes Marsh
Nina Pappas
Kristina Lecluyse

Music
Sean Hamilton (Guitar/Double Bass)
Sylvie Tang (Vocal and Classroom)
Nicholas Constanzo (Classical & Jazz Guitar)

Food Studies 
Simara King

Health/PE
Paulina Makarova
Christopher Triantafilopoulos
Jed Miller
Brandon Jones

Educational Support Staff
Natasha Serdar
Helen Domingo
Jodie Pettit
Asa Smith
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Acting Assistant Principal

A Successful Commencement to the 2020 School Year at Balwyn High School
Balwyn High School staff commenced the school year with a highly successful professional 
learning program held on Tuesday 28 January. The professional learning day was based on the 
school’s 2020 theme of Creativity, Integrity, Persistence. 

The day’s program entailed:
•	 An opening address from the Acting Principal Andrew Corr who welcomed staff to the new 

school year, reflected on the successes of 2019 and outlined the goals and expectations 
for the year ahead and how they aligned with Creativity, Integrity, Persistence;

•	 Andrew Smith and Julien Escurat outlined strategies to ensure our students are successful 
in their six year experience at Balwyn High School; 

•	 Hamish Anderson and Jennifer Jones conducted a session on embedding a positive 
climate for learning in all classroom; and

•	 A range of learning area meetings and other specific team meetings.

Thank you to all staff who contributed to the day’s success and to all teaching staff and Educational 
Support staff for their participation in a highly productive professional learning program.

The school’s next professional learning day will be on Friday 13 March. This will be a student-free 
day.

School Uniform – Uniform, it’s all the same
Our school uniform is an important part of the school’s culture and all parents have a responsibility 
to ensure their sons/daughters are wearing the correct summer uniform and also wearing it 
correctly, every day they leave for school. Please note the following: the only acceptable summer 
shirt is the tailored shirt with the school logo; black school shoes can only be the ‘Oxford’, lace-up 
style; long grey socks purchased from Bob Stewart’s or the Balwyn High School General Office 
are to be worn if students are wearing shorts; the length of the girls’ school dress is to be below 
or at knee length and above the ankle socks must be worn.

The school blazer remains the only acceptable outer garment worn with the summer uniform 
to and from school each day. As the weather is consistently warm during February, it is not 
mandatory to wear the blazer as the outer garment to and from school. However, if an outer 
garment is worn to and from school it must be the blazer and not green jumper – green must 
never be seen to and from school. Parents and students are required to be vigilant in these areas 
to maintain the high standards of our school uniform. Year 12 students may wear their French 
navy blue jumper as the outer garment in Term 1.

If for any reason your son/daughter is not able to wear the full uniform, please write a note so they 
can present this to their Student Learning and Wellbeing Manager before school and receive a 
uniform pass. Thank you for your cooperation.

Checking Compass 
All parents of students have access to the Compass and it is an excellent and efficient way for 
parents to keep up to date with their son/daughter’s progress at school. Through Compass, you 
can:

•	 your son/daughter’s Learning Task results/comments throughout the semester;
•	 view up-to-date class and school attendance information; 
•	 pay for excursions/tours;
•	 pay for laptops;
•	 approve past or future absences (see SMS article below);
•	 access your child’s semester reports;
•	 book your Parent/Student/Teacher conferences;
•	 download course information in August; 
•	 download course subject enrolment information in November; 
•	 complete course subject enrolment in November/December; and
•	 access information regarding upcoming events and news.

Return to page 1
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Parents are reminded they must not share their Compass password with their son/daughter. 
If you have had any difficulty accessing your Compass account or using it, please contact the 
relevant Sub-School office: Middle School - 9862 4138 and Senior School - 9862 4133.

SMS Absence Notifications
Schools are obligated to report student absences to parents and as from Monday 3 February, 
parents will receive an SMS notification at 9.20 am if their son/daughter is absent without 
notification. It is important that parents notify the school (Middle School PH 9862 4138, Senior 
School PH 9862 4133) or approve absences through Compass as soon as possible.

Continuous Reporting
Continuous reporting involves students and parents receiving formal feedback through Compass 
Learning Tasks after the completion of designated learning tasks by the students. During the 
semester, students in Years 7 to 10 will complete a range of assessment/learning tasks – three of 
these learning tasks (common assessment tasks - CATs) will be formally reported on to students 
and parents. At Years 7 – 10, these will be identified CAT1, CAT2 and CAT3 while at VCE they 
will be identified as SAC1, SAC2 and SAC3 (i.e. school assessed coursework). Where possible, 
VCE subjects will have three learning tasks although this may vary according to the subject’s 
requirements. 

Students and parents will be able to access the assessment and feedback for each of these 
three learning tasks through Compass Learning Tasks. The aim is provide feedback to students 
(and parents) in a timely manner which can be acted upon rather than waiting until the end of 
semester to receive this feedback. Parents are requested to check your son/daughter’s Learning 
Tasks information regularly. 

Transport safety and reminders
Parents are reminded that school speed zones of 40 km/h operate during specified times (8.00 
- 9.30 am and 2.30 - 4.00 pm) in the streets surrounding Balwyn High School. The east side (the 
side furthest from the school) is a No Standing zone. Families are reminded that this means there 
can be no dropping off or picking up of students on this side of the road. Council officers are 
extremely active in monitoring this and issue fines regularly. 

Parents are strongly encouraged to drop off and pick up their children in side streets rather than 
in Buchanan Avenue. Parents must not, under any circumstances, enter the school car parks in 
order to drop off or pick up students. Parents must also never drive through the front driveway of 

the school as this area is used by pedestrian students.

Pedestrian students must always cross Buchanan Avenue, Belmore Road and Doncaster Roads 
at one of the designated crossings. They are to do so for their own safety, but also for the safety 
of other pedestrians as well as drivers. 

Students riding bikes to and from school are required to wear helmets as per the law in Victoria. 
Once they enter the school grounds, students must dismount and walk their bike to the bike 
racks for storage during the day. For 2020, the bike racks will be located between B block and 
D block. 

Students who are travelling on public transport are required to conduct themselves as respectful 
representatives of Balwyn High School at all times. All students are required to give up their seats 
for full fee paying travellers.

Return to page 1
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Accident insurance for students
The Department of Training (DET) does not provide personal accident insurance for students. 
Parents and guardians are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured 
students, including any transport costs. These costs may be recoverable from the DET only 
where an injury is caused by the negligence (carelessness) of DET, a school council or their 
employees or volunteers.

Student accident insurance policies are available from some commercial insurers. These cover 
a range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare or private health insurance. They can be 
purchased by parents/guardians for individual students. One example of a commercial insurer 
is EBM. EBM (Elkington Bishop Molineaux Insurance Brokers) provide accident insurance 
for students which covers them 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Further information can 
be found and applications for cover made through their website www.ebminsurance.com.au/
personal-cover/student-cover.php.

School Council approves all activity based day trips and overnight camps and ensures that all 
DET safety requirements are met before the activity can proceed. Any further questions regarding 
camps and excursions processes or accident insurance may be addressed to Josie Millard 
(Assistant Principal).

School Photos
All students will have their photographs taken on Monday 10 February. There is a catch up photo 
day on Friday 21 February for students who may be absent on the first photo day. Families who 
wish to have a sibling photo taken should arrange to have the siblings attend the Hall together 
at lunchtime on Monday 10 February. There will be no catch up opportunity for sibling photos. 

Students must be in their summer uniform with blazers for the photos. Any students who have PE 
or Sport on Monday will be required to bring their summer uniform and change for the photo or 
alternatively wear their summer uniform and change for Physical Education or Sport. All students 

receive a new student card with their new 2020 photo. 

2020 School Immunisation Program
The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students. These 
vaccines provide protection against: 

•	 Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose for year 7 students
•	 Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 students
•	 Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for year 10 students

Year 7 and 10 students were provided with the vaccine consent card booklet last week. Parents 
should read the information, complete and return the card regardless of whether your child 
is being vaccinated at school. If you have not received the consent card please contact John 
Noonan in the Middle School Office on 98624138 or William Hilder in the Senior School Office 
on 98624133.

Every day vaccination saves lives and makes it possible for Victorians to live free from the illness 
and disability caused by many infectious diseases. All Year 7 and 10 Victorian secondary students 
can receive these vaccines for free. 

For further information please go to the following links: 
•	 https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/immunisation-in-secondary- 

schools 
•	 https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/community-support/immunisation/school-

immunisation-program 
•	 http://immunehero.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation-info/parents-and-guardians/
•	 http://immunehero.health.vic.gov.au/immunisation-info/students/ 

Return to page 1
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New Learning Spaces
From the first day of Term 1, lessons commenced on both levels of the new B-wing building. Both 
students and teachers have commented that they are extremely pleased with the well-lit, large 
teaching spaces. During break times, the spaces 
outside the classrooms are being well-utilised by our 
senior students for studying as well as socialising. 
Renovations on the already existing Year 12 Study 
Centre and the surrounding teaching spaces have 
now begun. As a result, the Year 12 Study Centre is 
now located in two classrooms which connect to the 
Year 12 Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers’ 
(SLWM) office. This arrangement is supporting 
effective study practices for the Year 12 students, as 
well as giving these students prime access to their 
SLWMs at this important time.

New Locker Security System
Over the break, all Year 7 students have had their 
lockers fitted with a new locking system which 
means that they no longer need to carry around 
keys or be concerned about damage to their locks. This enhanced security system will be a 
feature of all student lockers across the school by the end of Term 1.

David Nichols, Josie Millard and Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

A Successful Start in 2020
2020 has started in the best possible way with the return of students on Wednesday 29 January 
after a well-deserved summer holiday. There was a real emulation and positive energy in the 
Senior School, with more than a thousand students this year, who happily met their friends 
again as they arrived to school in the morning and gathered in the yard. Each cohort was then 
welcomed in an assembly with addresses from Principal Andrew Corr. 

The message delivered was strong in inviting the students to act as responsible citizens of our 
community, take responsibility for their learning and support each other throughout this year 
marked by the theme ‘Creativity, Integrity, Persistence’.

The first two weeks of school have already been full of exciting events. Today, we formally induct 
the Year 12 students as part on their Orientation Day. After a motivational morning with guest 
public speaker Nathan Hulls, the students attend a study skills session aimed at targeting study 
habits that they can apply in their specific subjects. We also welcome back our top achieving 
students from the Class of 2019 who have achieved an ATAR of at least 97.0 and induct them 
to the Balwyn High School Honour Board. Congratulations to all 51 of them, a full report will be 
available in our next edition of The Lion.

Reminders
Please find the details of our dedicated Senior School team below, including the Student Learning 
and Wellbeing Managers at each Year level, and feel free to contact them if you have any queries:

Eliza Broadbent
Assistant Director of Senior 
School

William Hilder
Administrative Assistant 
9862 4133

Bruce McLaverty
Year 10
9862 4158

Elizabeth Kurien
Year 10
9862 4158

Return to page 1
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Senior School Information Nights
Please note the dates of our upcoming Information Nights. All parents are welcome to attend, 
should they wish to find out more about course details and the relevant events for the year. 
Further information on the content of these information nights has been posted onto the Compass 
Parents Newsfeed.

•	 Year 12 Parent Information Night - Wednesday 19 February
•	 Year 11 Parent Information Night - Wednesday 26 February
•	 Year 10 Parent Information Night - Wednesday 4 March

The Senior School team is looking forward to a fantastic and successful year.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Amy Lawson
Year 11
9862 4131

Michael Trytell
Year 11
9862 4131

Ally Cerni
Year 12
9862 4130

Paul Gear
Year 12
9862 4130

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Middle School Report
After weeks of preparation by teachers and educational support staff alike, we were reminded 
on Wednesday 29 January just why we do what we do. The energy that our students brought to 
their first day of classes in 2020 was visible and I would like to congratulate everyone on such a 
positive and upbeat start to our new year. Nearly 350 Year 7 students were met with welcoming 
smiles and reassuring words by our fabulous Year 10 STEP leaders with only a handful of parents 
reminded to wave farewell from the school gates. Year 8 and Year 9 students arrived soon after 
and, before we knew it, we were in classrooms and back to business. 

The smooth start to the year, experienced by our students, was due in no small part to the 
hard work and dedication of our Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers (SLWMs) who have 
worked hard over the break to ensure every student gets off to a great start. Should you have any 
concerns about your child’s progress or general wellbeing at school, they are your first point of 
contact. For more general queries Mr John Noonan, the Middle School secretary, is also a key 
point of contact for you.

2020 Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers

Katrina Douras
Assistant Director of Middle 
School

Deanna Pattieson
Year 7
9862 4140

John Noonan
Administrative Assistant
9862 4138

Gareth Evans
Year 8
9862 4148

Emily Bourke
Year 7
9862 4140

Rosie Hilder
Year 8
9862 4148

Return to page 1
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Year 7 Transition Camp
We are extremely excited about the upcoming Year 7 Transition Camp that will be taking place 
during Week 4 at the Philip Island Adventure Resort. This year, for the first time, we will be taking 
the entire cohort at the same time from Monday 18 February to Wednesday 20 February. We 
are excited about the opportunities this presents, not the least the chance to forge new and 
meaningful relationships across all tutorial groups between students and teachers. The Year 7 
SLWMs are currently finalising the camp groupings and activities; and we will be communicating 
that with you as soon as possible. Please make sure your dietary requirements have been 
submitted so we can ensure all students are catered for across the three days. If you have not yet 
paid for school camp, we urge you to do that as soon as possible by coming in to the accounts 
department near reception. Last year we had less than five students from the entire cohort who 
remained at home during Camp week and we are hoping to bring everyone with us this year.

House Swimming and Athletics
House Swimming is our first major sporting event for the year and will take place in Week 3 on 
Wednesday 12 February. Our second major sporting carnival, House Athletics will be held on 
Friday 20 March during Week 8. Shortly students will take part in House Meetings where they 
are encouraged to sign up for both swimming and athletics events. We encourage maximum 
participation and there is something for everyone at our sports carnivals. It is compulsory for 
all students to attend and it is important to ensure they are well prepared for these days. It is 
imperative that students are prepared with plenty of water, food and sun protection. 

Finally…
This year’s theme is Creativity, Integrity and Persistence. I had the pleasure of speaking to 
students about this theme in our welcome assemblies and challenged every student to make 
their own personal connection to the meanings behind these powerful words. Every member of 
our school community will be required to show their creativity, their integrity and their persistence 
as we face the challenges of a new school year. 

Please ensure you access Compass Newsfeed, the school website and your emails on a regular 
basis for important updates regarding your child. I look forward to sharing more with you in our 
next newsletter.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Nam Nguyen
Year 9
9862 4177

Kathryn Ballintine
Year 9
9862 4177
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The Student Services Team at Balwyn High School
Welcome back students, staff and families to the 2020 school year. Student Services at Balwyn 
High School acknowledges that wellbeing and learning 
are intrinsically linked and aim to promote a culture 
where all members of the school community recognise 
the significant role they have in contributing to an 
individual’s wellbeing. The many dimensions of wellbeing 
highlight the need for integrating and delivering a whole 
school approach as well as ensuring a wide range of 
competencies and skills are exhibited in those who assist 
young people to improve their wellbeing (as evidenced 
in the Australian Framework for Student Wellbeing). 
Student Services also aims to encourage young people 
in the development of skills to build resilience enabling 
them to deal with any challenges they may face and 
ultimately become more capable adults.

Student Services includes a collaborative team of wellbeing and learning professionals offering 
one on one support through to the organisation and delivery of whole school programs. Where 
relevant, external student wellbeing support services are also utilized to further enhance the 
wellbeing of our students and the work of the Student Services team. The Student Services policy 
is also available on News Feed on the school website.

To connect with any member of the team, please first make contact with the relevant Student 
Learning and Wellbeing Managers at each year who will make an appropriate referral specific to 
the needs of each student. 

Students are also able to self-refer and visit ‘The House’ at any stage throughout the year to seek 
support and guidance. Please see below each of the important individuals that make up the 
Student Services team at Balwyn High School. 

The Student Services Team

http://
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News

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Fast Facts

•	 We are open every Thursday (during school terms)
•	 Our opening times are 3.00 - 4.30pm
•	 We are located in the canteen building (look for our signs)
•	 We have hundreds of quality items for sale and new stock arrives weekly 
•	 We can sell your uniform for you and you receive up to 70% of the sale price
•	 Look out for updates on Compass such as extended trading hours 
•	 We accept cash, cheques and through Square, we accept credit cards, EFTPOS and 

ApplePay (2.0% surcharge on Square transactions)
•	 We have change rooms available for checking sizes
•	 We are staffed by helpful volunteers. Consider joining our team. See below.
•	 Full details of our shop and how to sell are on the school website. Click on ‘Chaplaincy’ 

under the ‘Our Community’ tab and follow the links to Second-Hand Uniforms. A ‘Seller 
Sheet’, available on the website, is to accompany any uniform items you wish to sell. 

Hot topics 
•	 Purchase your Year 12 jumpers and ties now before the winter rush.
•	 WANTED – Do you have sports shorts or sports caps you no longer wear? We have 

people wanting to purchase these items.
•	 We require volunteers at various times throughout the school year. If you are able to help, 

even for an hour, we would love to hear from you. Contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at 
secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School

Year 7-11 Jumper Blazer PE Jacket

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Welcome back to all students to an exciting year ahead and in particular a warm welcome to our 
Year 7 students who are starting their music journey at Balwyn High School.

Music Captains
The Music Captains assist in many ways with music events and work with the Director of Music to 
achieve and maintain our high standards of excellence in all areas. We welcome and congratulate 
our Music Captains for 2020: 

Instrumental Music Lessons
Instrumental music lessons for Years 8 - 12 students are now underway. Year 7 students who 
have enrolled for instrumental lessons have attended a briefing last week to have outlined the 
process of lesson attendance. Their lessons will commence immediately and their lesson time 
and room will appear on Compass.

 Any student who is not clear about their lessons or when they should attend are to see the Music 
Secretary (Tracey Launder), or the Director of Music (Bernadette Clayton). We are keen for all 
students to commence and begin their music journey for 2020 within the next week. Instrumental 
timetables and Ensemble lists are on Compass and if any student has not been allocated to a 
lesson or an ensemble please see Ms Tan or Ms Caracella in the Music Centre.

Most ensembles have commenced this week and all will be in full swing by Monday 11 February.

We thank parents for their support by making sure students are at their ensemble rehearsals for 
the scheduled time. The ensemble rehearsals are so important to develop instrumental skills and 
for students to learn and perform within a group.

Aaron See Ella Evans

Alfred Walker Samantha Huang

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music

Gala Soiree - Thursday 12 March
The Gala Soiree is a wonderful music evening showcasing our students across a range of musical 
styles and instruments, this is certainly a concert not to be missed so save the date now!

Bookings for this event will be on the website over the next couple of weeks.

Parents and Friends of Music
The Parents and Friends of Music are a fantastic support for the music program. They assist with 
the music events throughout the year and it is a wonderful opportunity to work with the music 
staff and meet other parents. The meetings are held once a term to discuss the events and 
provide information in relation to the music program.

We are always keen to have new parents join so if you are able to assist and keen to be part of the 
Parents and Friends of Music please contact the music secretary, Tracey Launder (9862 4161)

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

2020 ENSEMBLE REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

  Before School Lunch After School 

Monday 

 
 

JVE (F06) 
Novice Concert Band (F01)  

 

ICB Sectionals (F01)  
Senior String Orchestra (F01)  

A Train (F06) 
  

Tuesday 
 

Training Concert Band (F01)  
 

 
Flute Ensemble (F01)  
Tuesday Combo (F06) 

 

Black Orpheus (F01)  
Cantabile Choir (Theatre) 

Harmonics Choir (X02) 
Intermezzo (Hall) 

Jazz Vocal Ensemble (F05) 
 

Wednesday 

 
 

Junior Concert Band (F01) 
 

Black Orpheus (F01) 
 

Intermediate Concert Band (F01) 
Senior Concert Choir (Theatre)  

Encore Choir (X02) 
MSE Combo (F06) 

 

Thursday 

 
 

A Strings (F01) 
SB Woodwind Sectional (X02, X07, F07) 

Acoustic Guitar Ensemble (F09) 

Piano Trio (F01) 
SB Brass Sectional (F05, F04, 

F08) 
SB Percussion Section (F06) 

 

Newitt Strings (Hall)  
Symphonic Band (F01)  

Friday 

 
Junior String Orchestra (F01) 

Electric Guitar Ensemble (F09) 

 
 Intersection (F01) 

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Welcome
Balwyn High School strives to create learning experiences that develop critical thinking and 
problem solving skills across the disciplines. Recognition of the importance of these skills 
within schools and the wider community is growing. It lies at the heart of innovation and opens 
doors to emerging and traditional sectors being transformed by technology. In Australia’s STEM 
Workforce, the Office of the Chief Scientist states that growing STEM capability is critical to our 
future prosperity as a nation.

In Maths and Science during 2020, 
this includes a range of exciting 
extra-curricular programs. Foremost 
is Balwyn’s inaugural US STEAM 
tour, where 25 students will visit 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Centre 
over three days, ride airboats in 
the Everglades, and participate in 
STEAM programs at Disneyworld 
and Universal Studios. Details of 
these and other programs will be 
shared with students and parents 
throughout the year.

Thinking creatively

Each of the five symbols, ! E B 9 5,represent a different 
digit. Work out what out each one is so that the following equation is true.

! E B 9 x 5 = 9 B E !

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events
Looking ahead in Term 1 
2020…

Wednesday 12 February
House Swimming Carnival
(held at Boroondara Sports 
Complex)

Friday 14 February
Senior Round Robin

Thursday 20 February
Year 8 Round Robin

Tuesday 25 February
Intermediate Round Robin

Wednesday 18 March
Year 7 Round Robin

Friday 20 March
House Athletics Carnival
(held at Box Hill Athletics 
Track)

House Swimming Carnival & ‘Picnic’
The House Competition for 2020 will start in the pool next Wednesday 12 February!

The House Swimming Carnival is an all school event with normal scheduled classes not running. 
it is a great day of competition, fun and colour as students dress in their house colours. this 
week more specific information regarding the house swimming and athletics carnivals has been 
communicated to Years 11 and 12 students. 

The House Swimming Carnival will be held on Wednesday 12 February at the Boroondara Sports 
Complex on Belmore Rd near the intersection of Belmore & Balwyn roads. 

Students are to be at the Boroondara Sports Complex for roll call at 8:45 am. They are to 
assemble in Tutorial Groups at Gordon Barnard Reserve to the rear of the pool. Dismissal will be 
at approximately 3pm through the rear gate.

We are preparing for this event at the moment. Students will attend a house meeting on Monday 
10 February to express interest in representing their house in the House Swimming Carnival. 

Students and parents should note that everyone who wants to swim in any individual event will 
be able to. All that is required is that competitors come prepared to swim and marshal at the 
start when their event is scheduled and announced. Everyone is encouraged to have a go and 
challenge themselves. All swimmers gain valuable points for their house.

The Boroondara Division Championships for successful swimmers and divers will be held on 
Tuesday 10 March also at the Boroondara Sports Complex.

The next big all-school house event after the House Swimming Carnival is the House Athletics 
Carnival. It will be held at the Box Hill Athletics Track on Friday 20 March (second last week of 
term). Students will be able to indicate if they wish to participate in various track & field events at 
the House meeting on Monday 10 February. For all field events and some track events, students 
are required to attend trials to determine who will represent their House on the day. These trials 
will take place mostly during lunchtime or before/after school during Weeks 5 to 8 of Term 1. No 
trials will be held during Week 4 as this will coinicide with Year 7 Camp. Students will be informed 
of the arrangements and timetable for these trials and all are encouraged to try out. Trialing 
students need to remember to bring their runners, not spikes, on the day of their trial. 

Parents are welcome to come along to watch and support the swimmers at the pool next 
Wednesday. Visitors’ tags can be obtained from Balwyn High School staff at the Borondoora 
Sports Complex entrance.

Students should dress up in House colours to join in the fun and show support for their House.

Food and drinks will be available for purchase from the pool café only. We encourage everyone 
to organize their own ‘picnic’ with their group of friends. A rug/blanket and food and drink is the 
way to go. 

I wish all Houses the best on the day! Windsor won the Swimming Cup in 2019. Will they make 
it four in a row? Can Churchill break their drought 20-year drought? Who will hold up the ‘House 
Swimming Cup’ in 2020?

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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House Swimming Cup

1954 Edinburgh 1991 Strathmore 2015 Strathmore

1955 Churchill 1992 Strathmore 2016 Edinburgh

1956 Churchill 1993 Churchill 2017 Windsor

1957 Churchill 1994 Churchill 2018 Windsor

1958 Churchill 1995 Churchill 2019 Windsor

1959 Churchill 1996 Churchill 2020 ?

1960 Windsor 1997 Churchill

1961 Edinburgh 1998 Churchill

1962 Edinburgh 1999 Churchill

1963 Edinburgh 2000 Churchill

1964 Edinburgh 2001 Strathmore

1965 Churchill  
Edinburgh

2002 Strathmore

1966 Edinburgh 2003 Strathmore

1967 Edinburgh 2004 Windsor

1968 Edinburgh 2005 Windsor

1969 Edinburgh 2006 Windsor

1983 Windsor 2007 Windsor

1984 Edinburgh 2008 Strathmore

1985 Edinburgh 2009 Windsor

1986 Windsor 2010 Windsor

1987 Edinburgh 2011 Strathmore

1988 Strathmore 2012 Strathmore

1989 Windsor 2013 Strathmore

1990 Churchill 2014 Strathmore

Interschool Sport
Sign-ups for Interschool Sport teams for Term 1 have commenced through Compass Insights. 
Sports for this term include cricket, softball, baseball, tennis. Seniors and Inters will play Volleyball 
and Years 7 & 8 will play Basketball. 

Friday 
14 Feb

Senior (Years 11 & 12) Sport Round Robin (Volleyball, Tennis, Cricket, 
Baseball, Softball)

Thursday 
20Feb

Year 8 Sport Round Robin (Basketball, Tennis, Cricket, Baseball, Softball) 

Tuesday 
25 Feb

Intermediate (Years 9 & 10) Sport Round Robin (Volleyball, Tennis, Cricket, 
Baseball, Softball)

Wednesday 
18 March

Year 7 Sport Round Robin (Basketball, Tennis, Cricket, Baseball, Softball)

We encourage students to sign up and attend training in a bid to be selected to represent the 
school.

Return to page 1
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SSV State Teams
We are affiliated with School Sport Victoria and students who excel in particular sports have an 
opportunity to trial for State teams. There are many sports on offer, however check the age group 
eligibility for your students chosen sport. 

If you are interested in trying out for State teams and representation, please check out the infor-
mation regarding the teams available, trial processes and dates by clicking on the Team Victoria 
tab on this link to the home page of SSV (http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/). Any questions on please 
contact me in the Sport Office (9862 4192).

You can also follow SSV on twitter at http://www.twitter.com/@schoolsportvic and on facebook 
at http://www.facebook.com/SchoolSportVictoria 

Sport Education
Sport Education lessons focus on maximising participation and enjoyment through games 
and skill development activities. This term, students are playing basketball, softball, baseball, 
cricket or tennis. Last year, students indicated sport preferences for 2020 Sport Education. We 
endeavour to provide students with their first preference, however with class size constraints, 
second and third preferences needed to be considered in some circumstances.   

PE and Sport Uniform Expectations
It is essential that ALL students bring and wear a Balwyn High School school hat for PE and 
Sport classes in Terms 1 and 4. We make suncreen available and students are also encouraged 
to bring and use a personal water bottle to remain hydrated during activity classes. Could all 
parents remind their children about this important requirement please?

PE and Sport teachers are very conscious of student health and safety and openly and actively 
instruct and encourage students to take care of themselves and others. 

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
http://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/
http://www.twitter.com/@schoolsportvic
http://www.facebook.com/SchoolSportVictoria
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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