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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Welcoming our new students and honouring our 2019 VCE High Achievers
I am reflecting on the commencement of the 2020 school year in the company of over 300 of our 
Year 7 students at the Phillip Island Adventure Resort as our newest students begin forming the 
relationships with peers and staff that I know will provide them with invaluable support over the 
coming six years. 

The excitement of these students who are just commencing their secondary school experience 
has been bookended for me by the opportunity to induct some of our outstanding 2019 Graduates 
onto our Honour Roll and be recognised for their achievements by the Year 12 class of 2020.    

One of the highlights of the commencement of each year is our Induction Assembly for all of our 
Year 12 students as part of their Orientation Program. The recognition of our VCE High Achievers 
from the previous year is one of the most popular and inspiring parts of the Assembly. We were 
thrilled that 2019 saw 51 amazing students achieve an ATAR score of 97 and above, placing them 
in the top 3% of the state. All names will be added to the Honour Roll in the Senior School precinct 
and will undoubtedly provide much inspiration to our current and future students.

During the Induction Assembly, our 2020 Year 12 students were addressed by our School and 
Vice Captains, Director of Senior School, Julien Escurat and our 2019 dux, Cathryn Wu – who 
achieved a perfect ATAR score of 99.95. Cathryn was one of only 36 students to achieve this 
result and one of only eight girls across Victoria. She also received Study Scores of 50 in Biology, 
Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathmatics.

Cathryn joined Balwyn High School as an International Student at the commencement of Year 10 
and last year, was an International Student captain. She has also received the prestigious ‘Year 
11 Community Engagement Award’ which is a Department of Education and Training Victorian 
Global Learning Award. The rousing applause for all Honour Roll inductees from the assembled 
students and staff was stunning, as was the appreciation for their reflections of their success.

We were also delighted to have welcomed back Monique Walker, Class of 2015 School Captain 
as our guest speaker. Monique is currently in her fifth year of a Bachelor of Arts/ Law at Monash 
University. She is also the recipient of Monash Community Leaders’ Scholarship and mentor for 
the Access Monash mentoring program and has recently returned from a year abroad including a 
semester-long exchange at Utrecht University in the Netherlands and participation in the Monash 
Abroad Law program in Prato, Italy.

Monique reflected warming on her time at Balwyn High School and the lasting friendships that 
it has provided. She strongly encouraged the Class of 2020 to collaborate and always seek the 
expertise of others to support their learning. Most of all she strongly encouraged every student 
to look after themselves and their friends over the course of year with a good balance support for 
each other, exercise, study and outside interests.  The Orientation Day left our Year 12 students 
encouraged, excited and motivated to ensure that, whatever the outcomes of their final year of 
secondary education, they will strive to achieve their personal best.
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Tegan Knuckey, Josie Millard, Andrew Corr, Cathryn Wu, Monique Walker, Julien Escurat, 
David Nichols, Grace Yin

2019 VCE Honour Roll Inductees, Julien Escurat, Ally Cerni, Paul Gear, 
Elizabeth Broadbent, Josie Millard, Andrew Corr, Cathryn Wu, Monique Walker, 

Tegan Knuckey, David Nichols, Grace Yin
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School Council Election 2020 - Information for Parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are 
given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing 
this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides 
for its students.

Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:

•	 A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members must be 
from this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be parent 
members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the school.

•	 A mandated elected DET employee category. Members of this category may make up no 
more than one third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school 
is automatically one of these members.

•	 An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a decision of the 
council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not 
eligible to be Community members

•	 A Student category. Two students will be elected to serve as full members of Council.

The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year, creating 
vacancies for the annual school council elections.

Why is parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help 
shape the direction of the school. Those parents who become active on a school council find 
their involvement satisfying in itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of 
belonging.

How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However, 
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.

In view of this, you might seriously consider
•	 Standing for election as a member of the school council
•	 Encouraging another person to stand for election

Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership 
with others to help shape the school’s future.

What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a notice and call for nominations following the commencement of Term 1 
each year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March.

If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate 
or you can nominate yourself in the Parent category. DET employees whose child is enrolled in a 
school in which they are not employed are eligible to nominate as parents for the school council 
where their child is enrolled. Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within 
the time stated on the notice of election. You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt following the 
receipt of your completed nomination.
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If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be 
conducted during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.

Remember
•	 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do
•	 Consider standing for election to council this year
•	 Be sure to vote if an election is necessary

Contact Acting Principal, Andrew Corr for more information.

The 2020 Balwyn High School Council Election Process and Timeline
Nomination forms may now be obtained from Reception at the School, or via email from Kristy 
Wilson, Executive Assistant to the Principal (kwi@balwynhs.vic.edu.au) and must be lodged at 
the School no later than 4pm on Monday 2 March 2020. Following the close of nominations, a list 
of nominations received will be posted at the school. An election will then be conducted (if the 
number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies).

The terms of office, membership categories and numbers of positions in each membership 
category open for election are as follows:

Parent Member
Number of Positions: Three 

Term of Office: From the day after the declaration of the poll in 2020 to, and inclusive of, the date 
of the declaration of the poll in 2022.

DET Employee Member
Number of Positions: Three 

Term of Office: From the day after the declaration of the poll in 2020 to, and inclusive of, the date 
of the declaration of the poll in 2022.

Student Member
Number of Positions: One

Term of Office: From the day after the declaration of the poll in 2020 to, and inclusive of, the date 
of the declaration of the poll in 2022.

If you decide to stand for election you will need to arrange to be nominated and seconded by 
persons who are eligible for the same category as you will stand for.

Continuing Council Members
The following Members will continue to serve on School Council throughout 2020:

•	 Principal/Executive Officer Deborah Harman
•	 Parent Members Warren Davey, Andrea Macrae, Grant Roberts, Annette Subhani 
•	 DET Members Andrew Corr, Lachlan Ellis 
•	 Community Members: Wendy Kessler, Steve De Jong
•	 Student Member: Leroy Floyd

Andrew Corr
Acting Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Acting Assistant Principal

Term 1:  Learning to Live Together
This term’s pillar of learning is Learning to Live Together.  At the beginning of every year, the 
school experiences a lot of change from the previous year due to the departure of last year’s 
Year 12 students, the arrival of new Year 7 students, the departure/arrival of students in other 
year levels and a change in staffing. This pillar reminds all members of the Balwyn High School 
community of the importance of working together as a cohesive team as we approach the coming 
year to ensure all student outcomes are maximised. 

Teacher Professional Practice Days
The Department of Education believes the most important way to improve student outcomes is to 
develop and improve the skills of our teachers. To ensure the Department supports the learning 
and development of not only students, but teachers too, it is committed to providing professional 
learning opportunities for the entire teaching workforce. 

As part of the Victorian Government Schools Agreement 2017, teachers will receive one day per 
term where they are out of the classroom for the day and able to focus on improving strategies 
for the delivery of high quality teaching and learning. Each of your son/daughter’s teachers will 
spend four days per year further developing their skills in areas that are aligned to the school 
priorities. Your son/daughter will directly benefit from these improvements in their daily learning.

On these days, alternative teachers are provided with learning plans for each lesson that equip 
them to assist your son/daughter with their learning needs. The professional practice days are 
scheduled well ahead of time in order to minimise the impact on students. 

What is the 2020 Reporting Schedule at Balwyn High School?
Please note these important reporting dates.

Date    Event

Thursday 12 March Term 1 Progress Reports released

Tuesday 24 March Term 1 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

Thursday 25 June Semester 1 Reports released

Wednesday 5 August  Term 3 Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences

Thursday 17 September  Term 3 Progress Reports released

Monday 8 December Year 12 Graduation Profile released

Friday 11 December Semester 2 Reports (Years 7 – 11) released

Balwyn High School also has continuous reporting where Years 7 – 10 students (and parents) 
receive written comments on three Common Assessment Tasks (CATs).  The number of written 
comments on School Assessed Coursework (SACs) VCE students (and parents) receive will 
depend on what is prescribed in the particular subject’s study design.  Parents are also reminded 
that students receive ongoing verbal feedback in class and their assessment pieces also contain 
written comments. We trust you find that the school’s reporting program provides you with current 
information on the progress of your son/daughter and that it complements the other aspects of 
the school’s assessment and reporting program.

Laptop Rollout 
During the week of 4 – 8 February the school’s Tech Support team rolled out approximately 
492 new Lenovo L380 Yogo laptops with the majority of laptops allocated to students in Years 7 
and 10.  The Tech Support team also took the opportunity during the rollout to emphasise the 
importance of all students following the school’s Acceptable Usage Policy and the Laptop Code 
of Conduct.  The Lenovo L380 Yogo is both a laptop and tablet and the students were excited to 
commence using it in their classes.  

Return to page 1
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Changes to Assessment and Reporting in Middle School for 2020 and 2021
During 2019, the Balwyn High School Leadership teams conducted a review of Middle School 
assessment and consequently several significant changes have been made to the Years 7 and 8 
assessment and reporting process.  These changes will enable teachers to focus more specifically 
on individual student progress through the Victorian Curriculum rather than achievement at fixed 
and discrete points. Teaching will be able to more accurately meet each student’s point of need. 
Students will gain greater agency over their own learning, with a focus on ‘what do I do next?’ in 
order to progress in their learning. 

More detailed information regarding the specific changes to Years 7-8 may be found on Compass 
Newsfeed for each year level.

Year 7 Welcome Night
The evening of Thursday 6 February saw our Year 7 students and families welcomed to the 
Balwyn High School community night by Principal, Andrew Corr. Middle School Captains, Eliza 
Huynh and Zac Miritis spoke to students and parents about the importance of cocurricular 
participation in high school, and especially Year 7. Students and families were able to experience 
the ‘Co curricular Expo’ with many students enthusiastically signing up to multiple clubs and 
committees. Over the next few weeks, students will attend activities and meetings at lunch times 
where they will get to know students in others classes and year levels who share the same 
interests and passions as they do. This brings an added element of excitement to their high 
school life and provides them with opportunities outside of the classrooms to learn and engage.

Staying organised
This is the first year where Balwyn High School student planners have not appeared on the 
booklist. Feedback from families indicated that students were using alternative tools to organise 
their homework, revision and upcoming assessments. Anecdotally, many students still use some 
form of physical diary, whereas other students find electronic tools more useful. Both will have 
pros and cons and can be experimented with to find the best fit for each individual. We encourage 
parents and carers to have conversations with their young people about the different tools they 
can use. Students will continue to be provided with suggestions and advice from their teachers 
that they can apply to whichever tool they are currently using. 

Return to page 1
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Shared Learning Norms
The first one of our six Shared Learning Norms at Balwyn High School is “We enter each class 
prepared, and willing to actively contribute to the learning”. This norm implies that each student 
has a system of organisation in place to ensure they complete their homework and bring all of the 
correct books to school each day. It then follows that failing to use any kind of organisational tool 
can result in students not reaching their learning potential. In contrast, when students do their 
homework and come to class with their textbook they can contribute to the learning by asking 
questions and engaging fruitfully with any stimulus material provided, maximising their learning 
opportunities.

PAT-Reading and PAT-Maths testing
Over this week and the next, we will be supporting the learning of Year 7-10 students by gaining 
some valuable insight into their current academic capabilities. Students will be undertaking ‘PAT’ 
testing in both reading and mathematics that is designed to provide teachers with high quality 
information about student’s skills and abilities and areas that may require additional support or 
that require challenge and extension. Of course, this testing provides only part of the picture and, 
it is essential that parents maintain good communication with the relevant year level office. The 
results of this testing will be available to parents through Compass Analytics from Wednesday 
11 March.

David Nichols, Josie Millard, Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

The year has now well and truly started for the Senior School students and the feedback on 
students has been outstanding. In class, students take responsibility for their learning by 
participating actively and seeking feedback on their learning tasks. This week also marked the 
first round of assessments for VCE students, many of whom have either completed their first SAC 
or are in the process of preparing for it.

Congratulations to our 2019 Honour Board Students
On Friday 7 February was the annual Year 12 Orientation Day and Induction Ceremony to 
the Honour Board. On that occasion, the Year 12 cohort of 2020 was formally recognised. 
The students from the 2019 Balwyn High School cohort with the most exceptional academic 
achievements were also inducted onto the Honour Board. We are very proud to acknowledge the 
fantastic achievement of our 51 inductees to the Honour Board who all achieved an ATAR score 
of 97 or above in 2019:
Xinyi (Cathryn) Wu   
Bo (Archie) Shang
Anthony Wu
Sienna Destradi
Nicholas Iremonger
Theresa Ngodinhson
Elisha Lausberg
Julianne Lee
Liangdongfang (Eason) Xu
Kevin Zheng
Ruilin (Linda) Cai
Victoria Cheng
Annette Gloria
Yuwei Xu
Rachel Chin
Jessica Fan
Yuhan (Raymond) Lu 
Caitlin Zhou
Mia Zelesco
Nathan Ip
Keshav Mehra
Simon Lim
Lawrence Thai
Kwan Sheng Ong
Peizhi (Craig) Sun
Meiheng (Maggie) Zhu

Thomas Dunstan
Andrew Chun
Heesung (Hannah) Kim
Jeremy Frost
Xintong (Jane) Zheng
Lei (Ivy) Zhu
Emily Chao
Charlie Visser 
Brian Cheng
Shan-Yu (Emily) Zhang
Matthew Lambrianidis
Nuoyi (Catherine) Cao
Jixuan (Jessica) Dong
Yihan (Hedy) Guo
Timothy Wang
Joseph Seery
Kara Bianco
Bao Chau (Cynthia) Ha
Yuqing (Lucy) Lin
Cole Peeters
Rohan Kumar
Yongxin (Wincy) Luo
Matthew Lin
Jennifer Nguyen
Jayaram Annadurai

Information Nights
In the upcoming weeks, the Year 11 Information Night (Wednesday 26 February) and the Year 
10 Information Night (Wednesday 4 March) will be held at the David McGrail Theatre. These 
information nights will offer a chance to meet with the key people looking after each year level 
and will provide details on:

•	 Strategies to better support your child
•	 The channels of communication with the school
•	 Work Experience (in Year 10)
•	 The requirements to successfully complete Year 10 and VCE
•	 The mid-year and end-of-year examinations

All parents are welcome to attend should they wish to find out more about course details and the 
relevant events for the year. Julien Escurat

Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

With such a front-loaded program in the Middle School, it does not surprise me that we are already 
approaching the end of Week 4 in what feels like the blink of the eye. In Week 2, we held our 
Year 7 Welcome Night – a chance for students, parents and teachers to meet in a more informal 
setting and get to know each other. We had a fantastic turnout and the feeling on the night was 
one of warmth and excited anticipation. I would like to thank the teachers, educational support 
staff and student volunteers who worked so hard to put on a great event. I trust all families left 
that night convinced they had joined an outstandingly supportive school community. I am also 
sure all those in attendance would agree our Middle School Captains, Eliza and Zac, spoke with 
pride and fondness about their own experiences within the co-curricular program at Balwyn High 
School before officially opening our co-curricular expo. Signup sheets were full to brimming for 
our vast range of clubs and societies and a number of clubs have already commenced for Term 1. 

In Week 3, we held our annual Swimming Carnival and the number of students dressing in House 
colours and swimming in a wide variety of events was extremely pleasing. The first of a number 
of whole-school events, the Swimming Carnival provides another great opportunity for students 
to mingle with older peers from the same House and get to know their teachers in a different 
context.

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report
I write this report having just returned from our Year 7 Camp. This was the first year we decided 
to take the entire cohort down to Phillip Island at once and I am happy to report I would do it 
again in a heartbeat. Despite some inclement weather, the spirit of 323 students and over 40 staff 
was unquelled and I am confident all came away from the experience with memories that will 
last them a lifetime. Whether it was riding on the flying fox, shooting a bow, canoeing or visiting 
the Penguin Parade, students will have experienced something new and exciting on this camp. 
Thunder and lightning forced some last minute changes to our program on Tuesday, but I did not 
hear one grumble and all should be commended for the spirit and resilience shown throughout. 
A personal highlight for me (and others) was watching students with unquenchable enthusiasm  
complete the high-ropes course. This typified the spirit of adventure shown by so many students 
(and staff) over the three days. Deanna Pattieson, Emily Bourke and Katrina Douras deserve 
special mention for their organisation and running of a highly complex program that has been 
months in the making. Thank you to everyone who made this a truly special three days.

There are still many important things ahead of us before Term 1 winds down, including important 
literacy and numeracy testing this week, immunisations and general assemblies just to name a 
few.  I look forward to my next action-packed report in a few weeks time.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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International Program

Grace Yin
Director of International 

Program

International Students Engaged in Student Leadership
In the lead of the whole school, International Students Group is continuously attaining great 
outcomes of participating in various school events with an active manner. This is particularly 
demonstrated by students’ committed involvement in school 
leadership program at the beginning of this year. With extreme 
passion to make a difference, these international students do 
exhibit high-levelled capabilities of being aspirant and resilient 
in their task-completion, and being approachable enough to 
interact with the vast student body. We are indeed touched by 
their willingness to integrate with the rest of the school, and 
without no doubt, their engagement can be such a highlight 
in 2020. Penny Pan and William Zheng

International School Captains

Year 10

Gloria Gao
SRC 

Representative

Kelly Ke
SRC 

Representative

Hendrick Li
STEP Leader

Violet Liu
STEP Leader

Amber Quan
STEP Leader

Ivonna Sang
Year 10 Council 
Representative

Amy Xu
Year 10 Council 
Representative

Jennifer Xu
STEP Leader

“Balwyn High School has always championed and will continue to champion, the benefits of 
internationalising education and welcoming international students into our great school community”

Words from the Principal of Balwyn High School
Deborah Harman
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International Program

Rain Fan
SRC Representative

Year 11

Selina Guo
Science & 

Technology Captain

Alex Le
Senior School 

Council

Yvon Shen
Windsor House 

Captain

Year 12

William Tang
Senior School 

Council

Olivia Yang
Senior School 

Council

Kerry Chen
SRC President

Anna Jin
Debating Captain

Penny Pan
International 

Student Captain

Lidiya Ramkumar
Student Wellbeing 

Ambassador

Tina Tang
Public Speaking 

Captain

Rita Wang
Public Speaking 

Captain

William Zheng
International 

Student Captain

http://
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Be Well at Balwyn - A Thought from Student Services
We’re at the point in the term where we are back to our routine and ready to go! This is a time 
when SACs and CATs increase, but it is important we prioritise time to de-stress, relax, and look 
after ourselves in order to keep a good life/work balance.

Balancing study with having a life can be really tricky on its own - let alone having to deal with the 
stress, anxiety or even panic that exams can cause. But never fear, here are some top tips from 
reachout.org to help get you through:

Talk to someone you trust about how you're feeling
Just talking to someone about how you feel can take a weight off your shoulders. Make sure you 
trust the person, then work out what you want to say to them

Focus on the present
Have you ever noticed that feeling stressed or anxious often coincides with dwelling on the past 
or worrying about the future? Simply focusing your mind on the present moment can help you 
feel a little more relaxed. You  might be surprised to know there’s lots of ways to do this, even    
if you don’t like meditating, you can: eat a snack mindfully, write a thank you list, have a quick 
stretch, or drink a cup of tea mindfully.

Take some time out
A fully packed schedule would make a lot of people feel stressed. Make sure you fit in at least 
one thing you enjoy each day, whether it’s a hobby, a Netflix show, or a chat with a friend. It can 
also help if you schedule the enjoyable activity into your day, so that you don’t feel guilty about 
not doing something else.

If you’re feeling overwhelmed and wondering how to help stress and anxiety, don’t be afraid to 
say ‘no’ to things that will just add to your stress.

Monitor your thoughts
Sometimes we don’t even know what’s making us stressed or anxious. Writing down your 
thoughts can help you figure out what the cause is. Once you’ve done that, you can work on 
challenging and changing your negative thoughts. You can use a diary to do this, or an app such 
as Mindshift.

Move more, eat well, sleeeeep
It’s pretty well known that exercise lowers stress, reduces anxiety and improves mood and the 
good news is: you don’t need to run a marathon to get the benefits. It takes just 30 minutes of 
exercise a day to make a difference.

Diet and sleep are also really important for your wellbeing. A healthy diet will make you feel 
healthier and stronger and make you able to handle stress better, while enough sleep positively 
affects your mood and stress levels.

Face your fears
If you always avoid situations that make you anxious, this might be stopping you from doing 
things you want or need to do. It sounds weird, but facing the things that make you anxious can 
reduce your anxiety.

Source: This article was drawn from Reachout.org. See: https://au.reachout.com/articles/7-tips- 
to-help-with-stress-and-anxiety for the full article

If you need help or support with implementing the about, Student Services are here to help. 
Come by and say hello. Alternatively, you can speak to someone through a confidential service 
like eHeadspace (website: https://www.eheadspace.org.au/, phone: 1800 650 890) or Kids 
Helpline (website: https://kidshelpline.com.au/, phone: 1800 551 800)

Chris Cafiso
Assistant Director of Student Services

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Introducing our Learning Specialists for 2020
This year, your child may mention to you that there is more than one teacher in their room or that 
their teacher is being observed. This is true, but it is not something that should concern you, in 
fact, quite the opposite!

This year we have nine Learning Specialists in the school, up from seven last year. Our newest 
members of the team have roles that reflect school’s priorities such as increasing the amount of 
creativity across our curriculum, utilising Compass in innovative ways, and using data to continue 
to improve the teaching and learning at Balwyn.

The Department of Education and Training introduced the Learning Specialist role for “highly 
skilled teachers who want to stay in the classroom and work with other teachers to improve their 
practice”. One of the primary roles of the Learning Specialists is to mentor and coach teachers. 
Even our Leading Teachers will be involved in this coaching.

The Instructional Coaching that has taken place in the last two years has resulted in excellent 
outcomes for both staff and students and we are excited about the opportunities that having even 
more Learning Specialists provides. See below for photos and the names of our 2020 team. 

Jennifer Jones, Acting Director of Pedagogy (and Learning Specialist from Term 2)

2020 Learning Specialist Team

News

Amanda Clarke
Curriculum/STEAM

Graham Preston
Learning Interventions

Chris Cafiso
Student Physical Health & 

Wellbeing

Jennifer Jones
Creativity across the 

Curriculum

Katie Jones
Learning Interventions

Michael Adams
Learning Analytics

Return to page 1
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Student Leadership 2020
The year 2020 may have only just started for Years 7 to 12  but our first few weeks of school have 
been nothing short of exciting! For the Year 7 students joining Balwyn High School, Welcome 
Night kicked off their high school journey with a bang, with a sausage sizzle and each club being 
represented at the Expo to the accompaniment of the Intersection Stage Band. 

Welcome Night was filled with community, bonding and a strong focus on the many clubs we 
have at Balwyn High School. These clubs will help our new students to cement their sense of 
belonging in the Balwyn High School Community over the next five years.

For the Year 12 students, the commencement of Term 1 saw students celebrate their time at 
Balwyn High School whilst looking forward to a busy and fruitful final year. Through the Year 12 
Induction Day, Honour Roll assembly, and Swimming carnival, nothing has been accentuated 
more than the spirit of togetherness in our year level and the strong bond that has continued to 
grow and develop from our first times stepping foot in Balwyn High School. 

As School Captains, we have had firsthand experience with the other 2020 Student Leaders, 
across all year levels, and engaging with them all has been a phenomenal experience. Each 
person brings with them skills which are wholly unique to them, and it has been inspiring to see 
how every leader hits the ground running, whilst looking to make improvements in an ambitious 
yet pragmatic way.  

Seeing the way in which all cohorts have been fundamentally driven by a sense of community 
and a grounding in Balwyn High School’s values. Commitments to the ideas of gratitude, service 
and responsibility run deep within every year level across the school, so to lead such a strong 
student body has kindled a sense of humility and pride. We cannot wait to see what the rest of 
the year brings for our school, and are even more excited to see what incredible feats the Class 
of 2020 achieves in their final year of High School.

Louise Noonan
Director of Student Voice\Leadership

Paul Jones
Classroom & 

Instrumental Music

Rikki Toet
Digital Learning 

Applications

Sheena Yaremko
Compass Innovations

News

Return to page 1
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Humanities Education Perfect Video Making Competition
Education Perfect has announced their inaugural Humanities video making competition for 
students from Years 7 to 10. The competition runs from Monday 10 February to Friday 13 March. 

The video task:
Students are required to create a 1-2 minute video that answers the question ‘Why is it important 
for you to study Humanities?’. They can work individually or in groups of up to five and use the 
specific subject area in their question instead of ‘Humanities’; answering the question ‘Why is it 
important for you to study History OR Geography OR Civics and Citizenship OR Economics and 
Business?’ 

There are some suggested ‘Inspiration Lessons’ in the Humanities Video Competition lesson 
folder.

Prizes:
•	 1st overall: $250 GiftPay voucher
•	 1st in each age group category: $50 GiftPay voucher
•	 Participation prize: 2 x $50 Pizza Party Vouchers - all entries will go into a raffle to win a 

pizza party for their class

The Humanities Team hopes to see a wide range of our students showcasing their creativity and 
critical thinking skills with a dazzling array of entries. 

Good luck to all entrants!
Dani Cantor

Director of Humanities

News

The Balwyn High School Environment Committee is Back and Making a Fesh Start in 
2020! 
We are a highly motivated student group that seeks to monitor, analyse and improve the 
school environment, as well as supporting non-government organisations to promote initiatives 
worldwide. 

The Environment Committee has a goal this year of implementing sustainable projects in and 
around the school. We aim to introduce an efficient co-mingled recycling program for staff and 
students, continue to promote sustainable practices in the canteen (e.g. bamboo cutlery) and, of 
course, raising awareness and money for charities that support environmental causes. 

During the swimming carnival, we implemented a rubbish exchange system where students 
swap soft plastic and co-mingled recycling for lollies, as well as multiple choice quizzes on 
environmental subjects. This aims to promote positive recycling habits and seek to educate 
students on what can and cannot be recycled.  

This year, we are also teaming up to instigate a Gardening Club, which is seeking to take full 
advantage of the established garden beds adjacent to the House. 

We want to hear your opinions and ideas for us to develop and execute simple and pragmatic 
solutions to environment issues and concerns at Balwyn High School. 

If you are interested in joining the committee, please fill in our short application form by clicking 
(or copying) this link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfKaR6GI1pYjb5EAddDBBhk4NUqs2mm8Cvg9R1Qzh_5
al6bQ/viewform?usp=pp_url

We meet with our ambassadors every Thursday lunchtime in the lower X-Block.
Anton Zangl and Caitlin Au

Environment Captains 

Return to page 1
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Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Do you have uniform items at home you no longer wear?
Bring them in and we will sell them for you.
Students can also buy pre-loved items and save.

Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm.

We are situated in the canteen. Look for the signs. A map is on the school website.

We accept cash, cheques and through Square we accept credit cards, EFTPOS and ApplePay 
(2.0% surcharge on Square transactions).

Hundreds of items for sale and stock changes weekly.

Our shop is the only authorised outlet for the sale and purchase of second-hand uniforms within 
the school. Monies raised support the employment of the Chaplain for Balwyn High School as 
well as other approved Chaplaincy Support Group projects. 

Remember if bringing in a uniform to sell allow enough time for volunteers to check your items 
for suitability. A ‘Seller Sheet’, is available on the website and is to accompany any uniform items 
you wish to sell. Click on ‘Chaplaincy’ under the ‘Our Community’ tab and follow the links to 
Second-Hand Uniforms. 

Hot Topics 
Currently for sale are; blazers, jumpers, shirts, shorts, dresses, trousers, skirts, socks, scarves, 
ties, school bags, and sports uniforms. 

NEW - Handmade memory cushions now available. Great to get signed or to pin badges on. 
Prices range from $30-$40. Limited stock available so get in quickly. 

Purchase your Year 12 jumpers and ties now before the winter rush.

Plenty of spray jackets and rugby tops are available to purchase before cooler weather.

WANTED – Do you have sports shorts or sports caps you no longer wear? We have people 
wanting to purchase these items.

We require volunteers at various times throughout the school year. If you are able to help, even for 
an hour, we would love to hear from you. Consider being included on our volunteer mailing list. 
Contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Thank you to the parents who have already contacted us with offers of assistance.

 Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School

News

Boys Summer Uniform Blazer Girls Summer Uniform

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Instrumental Music Lessons
All students learning an instrument at school will have commenced their lessons and in particular 
the Year 7 students over the last week. We wish all students every success on their chosen 
instrument and it is important to maintain the regular practice and attend the ensemble rehearsals.

Students are to check their lesson times on Compass and if there are any queries students 
should report to the music centre office.

Year 7 students who are just beginning on their instrument will be placed into the Training Band 
Ensemble/ A Strings which  commences later this term. Good luck to all our new instrumental 
music students we look forward to hearing them all grow and develop over the year.

Gala Soiree Thursday 12 March
The Gala Soiree on Thursday 12 March is the opening of our music calendar for the year and 
will be held in the David McGrail commencing at 7.00 pm. This is a night not to be missed and 
this year we will feature students from Years 7- 12 performing a wide range of musical styles. 
We will also be featuring an alumni performance for our VCE Group Performance 2019 Blue and 
Green, who gained outstanding results in their VCE music performance. This night is always 
an outstanding musical event and tickets are available online through TryBooking. Please book 
early to avoid disappointment.

A Wonderful Celebration of our Musical Talent at Balwyn High School!
Ensemble Rehearsals
A reminder to students and parents that it is a requirement of students who learn at Balwyn 
High School they are required to be part of the ensemble program. The ensemble timetable is 
included in the newsletter and attendance is vital for all rehearsals. Students who do not attend 
could forfeit their place in the program. The ensembles provide the link between the instrumental 
lessons and the concert band/ string ensembles/vocal programs. The students gain further skills 
and development in these areas and gain invaluable performance skills within the ensemble 
program.

Congratulations to Emily Chapman
Emily has been awarded the Leslie Barklamb flute award. This award has been established 
in honour of Leslie Barklamb in acknowledgement of his contribution to the Australian Music 
Examinations Board. It is offered to a candidate aged 23 years or under who demonstrates 
exceptional performance skills in an Associate Flute examination and who satisfies the additional 
theory requirements.

Congratulations to Emily on this prestigious award.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

Calendar of Events

TERM 1
Thursday 12 March
Gala Soiree
 
TERM 2
Tuesday 21 April
Autumn Concerts 1 & 2

Thursday 23 April
Autumn Concerts 3 & 4

Friday 1 - Sunday 3 May
Generations in Jazz

Monday 11 May
Senior Vocal Soiree

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Increasing your Child’s Maths Achievement
Jo Bowler, the CEO of Stanford University’s youcubed offers the following 12 ideas to increase 
your child’s maths achievement.
1. Never praise children by telling them they are “smart”.

2. Never share stories of maths failure or even dislike.

3. Always praise mistakes and say that you are really pleased that your child is making them.

4. Encourage students to work on problems that are challenging for them, so that they can 
make mistakes.

5. When you work with children, do not lead them through step by step, as this takes away 
important learning opportunities from them.

6. Encourage drawing whenever you can.

7. Encourage students to make sense of maths at all times.

8. Encourage students to think flexibly about numbers.

9. Never time children or encourage faster work.

10. When children answer questions and get them wrong, try and find the logic in their answers.

11. Give children maths puzzles.

12. Play games.

More details can be found at: https://www.youcubed.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/12-Steps-
to-unlock-your-students-math-achievement.pdf

A starting point could be the thinking creatively problem below.
Thinking creatively
You have a 3 litre jug and a 5 litre jug. You need to measure out exactly 7 litres of water. How can 
you do it?

Solution to Thinking creatively Edition 1
The symbols represent the numbers ! = 2  E = 1  B = 7  9 = 8  5 = 4

Spotlight in Science
Science in 2020 is off to an amazing start with practical activities and investigations being 
undertaken by all year levels. In 2020, we will be shining a spotlight on a difference science 
subject in each edition on the Lion, to showcase the amazing work of our students and staff. 

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science

Year 9 Science
In Year 9 science, we have started the interesting topic of atoms and elements. So far, we have 
covered the history of atoms and the slow discovery of them, how they are configured inside of 
each element and what they are made of. We have 
also learnt about where they are on the periodic 
table and why they are organised the way they 
are. So far, we have had a practical experiment 
where we have been investigating how electrons 
from different elements interact with flame. We are 
currently looking forward to learning more about 
electricity as we think it will be interesting to learn 
about. 

Jasper Ellerbeck, Mason Rizzo, Alexander Webb (Year 9)

http://
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events
Tuesday 25 February
Intermediate Round Robin

Wednesday 18 March
Year 7 Round Robin

Friday 20 March
House Athletics Carnival
(held at Box Hill Athletics 
Track)

House Swimming Carvinal: 4 On The Trot To Windsor!
A little drizzle early in the day and then some warm and humid conditions when the sun 
appeared, did not hamper the swim program or the enthusiasm of those students and staff who 
engaged themselves in various activities across the pool site. The House Swimming Carnival last 
Wednesday was a great opportunity for students and staff to socialize and get involved to make 
the day a success. Well done to all house teachers and captains who worked hard to ensure as 
many students as possible supported their house and each other to compete in the pool. House 
teachers and captains and the Sport Department would love to see more students who can swim 
a bit, join in and have a go to support their House and have some fun as well. 

There was lots of colour as usual, some fantastic swimming on show and lots of students leading 
and getting involved in the other support activities around the pool. The aquathons were again 
popular and provided an opportunity for ‘runners’ to support their team in this Run/Swim team 
event.

At the end of the day (after a slow start) it was yet again Gold! Congratulations to Windsor who 
won the House Swimming Cup for the fourth year running this year by an even larger margin. 
The other three Houses were closely matched a few more swimmers competing can make all the 
difference as everyone who swims gains points for their House.

Final scores were:

Windsor 742

Churchill 566

Strathmore 561

Edinburgh 523

Congratulations to the Age Group Swimming Champions. These are based on the number of 
points gained in individual events.

13Yr Female Champion Nadia Marikar  Strathmore

13Yr Male Champion Blake Ashdown-Moore Strathmore

14Yr Female Champion Arabella Lesmana Churchill

14Yr Male Champion Junsen (Evan) Shi Strathmore

15Yr Female Champion Sharna McClure  Strathmore

15Yr Male Champion Allan Liang  Windsor

16Yr Female Champion Michelle Zhang  Windsor

16Yr Male Champion Jacques Wessels  Windsor

17Yr Female Champion Parnia Shaban  Strathmore

17Yr Male Champion Junah McCook  Windsor

20Yr Female Champion Helena Bassett  Churchill

20Yr Male Champion Stuart Lumpreiks  Churchill

http://
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F 15Yr                4 X 50m Relay                          Edinburgh EDIN                                   2:23.20

Old Record: 2:27.93 Edinburgh (EDIN 2013)

M 16Yr               4 X 50m Relay                         Windsor WIND                                     1:57.80

Old Record: 2:03.54 CHUR (CHUR 2012)

F 17Yr               4 X 50m Relay                           Strathmore STRA                                  2:19.31

Old Record: 2:20.31 CHURCHILL (CHUR 2002)

F 15Yr              50m Freestyle                            MCCLURE, Sharna S STRA                   29.62

Old Record: 30.23 SHABAN, Parnia P (STRA 2018)

F 17Yr              50m Freestyle                             SHABAN, Parnia P STRA                     29.95 
(Equalled)

Old Record: 29.95 MARSHA JACOBS (CHUR 1997)

F 14Yr             50m Breaststroke                       LESMANA, Arabella A CHUR              41.21

Old Record: 42.89 MCINNES, Claire C (STRA 2015)

M 13Yr           50m Butterfly                               ASHDOWN-MOORE, Blake B STRA   33.18

Old Record: 35.45 JASINGHE, Kiran (STRA 2010)

M 14Yr            50m Butterfly                              SHI, Junsen E STRA                               30.91

Old Record: 31.01 JOSHUA ALATI (CHURCHILL 2004)

F 17Yr             50m Butterfly                               SHABAN, Parnia P STRA                      31.37

Old Record: 32.85 BELL, Christina C (STRA 2016)

F 15Yr              50m Backstroke                          MCCLURE, Sharna S STRA                   34.86

Old Record: 36.18 SHABAN, Parnia P (STRA 2018)

M 16Yr             50m Backstroke                         WESSELS, Jacques J WIND                 31.70

Old Record: 32.69 HAWKING, Jason (WIND 2008)

F 17Yr              50m Backstroke                          SHABAN, Parnia P STRA                     35.28

Old Record: 36.46 LEE, Wen Yi (CHUR 2005)

F 20Yr               100m Freestyle                           SHABAN, Parnia P STRA                    1:04.16

Old Record: 1:04.66 SHABAN, Parnia P (STRA 2019)

In a super display, 13 records were broken on the day. Congratulations to Parnia Shaban who set 
4 new marks, Sharna McClure (2) and Jacques Wessels, Arabella Lesmana, Evan Shi and Blake 
Ashdown-Moore  (1 each).
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On the basis of the event results, the school team is formed for the Boroondara Division 
Championships which will be held at the Balwyn Pool on Tuesday 10th March. We can enter 
two competitors in each event (1st & 2nd places) so there is opportunity for more swimmers to 
compete at this higher level of competition. If there were any students who missed competing at 
the House Carnival for some reason and they would like to be considered for the school team, 
they should see me.  I wish the team well. Parents are most welcome to come and support their 
swimmers and our team.

House Athletics Time is Almost Here!
The House Athletics Carnival will be held in Week 8 of this term on Friday 20 March  at Hagenauers 
Reserve: Box Hill Athletics Track, Elgar Rd Box Hill.

This is an all school event.

Students are to make their own way to and from the reserve. Elgar Road and Belmore Road are 
well serviced by buses. If parents are transporting students, consider your drop off and pick up 
area carefully to avoid the congestion around the venue.

Parents are most welcome come along and watch the competition on the day. 

All events will be conducted on the day. It is necessary to run trials for many of the events as 
not everyone can compete on the day. Trials will start at school next week and will continue until 
Week 8 at lunchtimes, after school or before school. I encourage everyone to get involved. If you 
want to test yourself and have some track and field fun, come on down and trial to see if you can 
represent your House. 

Windsor dominated all 3 sport House Competitions in 2019 and have just won the Swimming 
Cup in 2020. Who can snatch the Athletics Cup from their grip in 2020?

Athletics Cup
Keep Us Updated Please!
We have many talented sportspeople in the school, with some competing at State, National and 
International level. Please keep me or the Sport Office updated on your successes- we would 
love to share your news with the school community. Your efforts and achievements can be a real 
inspiration for others.

1954 Churchill 1985 Edinburgh 2004 Edinburgh

1955 Churchill 1986 Windsor 2005 Edinburgh

1956 Churchill 1987 Strathmore 2006 Edinburgh

1957 Churchill 1988 Edinburgh 2007 Edinburgh

1958 Churchill 1989 Edinburgh 2008 Edinburgh

1959 Churchill 1990 Edinburgh 2009 Edinburgh

1960 Churchill 1991 Edinburgh 2010 Edinburgh

1961 Strathmore 1992 Strathmore 2011 Edinburgh

1962 Edinburgh 1993 Churchill 2012 Edinburgh

1963 Edinburgh 1994 Churchill 2013 Edinburgh

1964 Edinburgh 1995 Edinburgh 2014 Edinburgh

1965 Edinburgh  1996 Churchill 2015 Edinburgh

1966 Edinburgh 1997 Churchill 2016 Churchill

1967 Edinburgh 1998 Churchill 2017 Edinburgh

1968 Strathmore 1999 Churchill 2018 Windsor

1969 Edinburgh 2000 Churchill 2019 Windsor

1982 Windsor 2001 Churchill 2020 ?

1983 Windsor 2002 Windsor

1984 Edinburgh 2003 Strathmore
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Sport Girls A Boys A Girls B Boys B Girls C Boys C

BaseBall

Won

Cricket

Won
Runners 

Up

VolleyBall

Placed Placed Placed Won

Tennis

Placed Won Placed Placed

Interschool Sports Results
Senior Round Robin - Friday 14 February

Senior Boys Volleyball B Team

Senior Boys Tennis A Team
Senior Boys Tennis B Team Senior Boys Tennis C Team

Senior Boys Volleyball Team Senior Girls Tennis Team

Rob Handreck 
Director of Sport and Sports Education
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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