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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Student Leadership and the Principal’s Breakfast
This morning I had the privilege of hosting our 12th Principal’s Breakfast to celebrate our leadership, 
and particularly student leadership and voice at Balwyn High School. In attendance were our Year 
12 Student Leaders, Years 7-11 Level Captains, many parents, our Leading Teachers, Learning 
Specialists and staff who act as liaison teachers for the various student committees. It was a 
wonderful occasion that focused on our 2020 theme – ‘Creativity, Integrity, and Persistence’. The 
reflections of the important role of leaders and the increasing focus on young voices in today’s 
world was particularly poignant. 

These significant events are only successful due to the support of our committed staff and I thank 
Bernadette Clayton, Kristy Wilson, Rein Kivivali, and Tracey Launder for their contributions as well 
as Louise Noonan and the SRC for their support.

An important vehicle for student voice is the Principal’s Advisory Group which is now complete 
with the recent selection of our Year 7 Level Captains. Congratulations to Samaira Maheshwari 
and Fergus Yim who will be excellent representatives of their peers and will add valuable insights 
to our monthly meetings with the other Level Captains, School and Vice Captains and our two 
SRC Presidents.

Global Learning Awards for International Students – Student Finalists
Each year international students at Balwyn High School are strongly encouraged by our ISP 
coordinator, Grace Yin, to submit entries for these prestigious awards that are sponsored by the 
International Division of the Department of Education and Training. Over the past eight years our 
students have enjoyed considerable success – including the International Student Ambassador 
of the Year on multiple occasions. A gallery of framed citations hung in the corridor outside the 
International Centre and will take pride of place when our new International Centre opens during 
Semester two.

Recently we were notified that three of our students are finalists for this year’s Awards with 
congratulations to:

•	 Tina Tang – finalist for the Year 11 Academic Excellence and Student Leadership Awards
•	 Catherine Wu – finalist for the Year 12 Academic Excellence, Community Engagement and 

Student Leadership Awards
•	 Anna Jin – finalist for the Year 11 Academic Excellence and Community Engagement 

Awards.
Singing Bowl Media will again visit the school in coming weeks and film the students over two 
days and interview me. I wish to acknowledge the planning and organisation of Grace Yin and 
Bernadette Clayton who will work closely with the film crew to ensure that the students significant 
contributions will be highlighted – both within the school and their inspiring work with community 
organisations.

The Global Learning Awards ceremony will be held later in the year. We wish Tina, Catherine, and 
Anna all the best for the awards and for their university and Year 12 studies this year.

School Council Elections 
Nominations have closed for membership of our School Council and details in relation to the 
election process will be available to parents via Newsfeed in coming days. I am particularly 
encouraged by the large number of students who have nominated to participate on School 
Council and be representatives of their peers and look forward to our student body also taking 
part in this democratic process.   

Andrew Corr
Acting Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Acting Assistant Principal

Don’t Be Away – It’s not OK
Attendance at school is a vital factor in determining outcomes.  Missing school can have a major 
impact on a student’s future and in fact a student who misses one day a fortnight will miss four 
full weeks by the end of the year. By the end of Year 10 nearly half a year of schooling will be 
missed which not only makes it difficult to grasp key concepts taught but also effects preparation 
for VCE.

There is no safe number of days for missing school – each day a student misses puts them 
behind and absences can affect their educational outcomes. Being absent can be a source of 
anxiety for the student.

It should be noted that students who miss CATs/SACs/SATs due to absences not approved by 
the school (e.g. family holidays) will not have these tasks graded.  Students are still expected to 
complete the task upon their return in order to assess their learning progression. For Years 7 – 10 
subjects, a Victorian Curriculum judgement will be made.

Coming to school every day is crucial, but if for any reason your child must miss school, parents 
can ensure their son/daughter does not fall behind by:

•	 checking Compass;
•	 urging them to speak with their classroom teacher and find out what work they need to 

do to keep up; 
•	 developing an absence learning plan with their teachers and ensuring they complete the 

plan; and
•	 promptly approving any absences for your son/daughter through Compass.
•	 remember, every period counts and every day counts.

Heading towards the end of Term 1
Students have already completed six weeks of classes, and assessments are now underway.  As 
the end of Term 1 approaches, students will find the quantity of work will increase with new topics, 
new skills and assessment occurring in all subjects.  As the pace of learning increases, it is vital 
for students to be organised, know when work is due and to keep up to date.  Being organised is 
not only a life-long skill, it is also assists in reducing potential anxiety.  If you son/daughter would 
like assistance with improving their organisational skills, in particular in creating a home study 
plan, please see the relevant Student and Learning Wellbeing Manager or the Student Wellbeing 
Team.  

Parents can assist their son/daughter’s productivity by monitoring their usage levels of computers, 
mobile phones and television keeping in mind that a healthy lifestyle and a work/leisure balance 
should be promoted.  

Parent Student Teacher Conferences
Parents are invited to make appointments to discuss their child’s learning at the upcoming Balwyn 
High School Parent/Student/Teacher (PST) Conferences. Conferencing together with teachers 
about progression is one of the most important aspects of the feedback loop in learning. By 
attending the conferences, families are creating an environment and a conversation at home 
which supports learning. 

PST Conferences are being held on Tuesday 24 March 2020 from 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm and then 
from 5:45 pm – 8:00 pm. The normal school day is replaced by these conferences and students 
are expected to attend the conferences with their parents in lieu of their classes on this day. The 
school has deliberately chosen to conduct the first PST Conferences late in Term 1. The reason 
for the early scheduling of these conferences is that we wish ensure that parents have the earliest 
opportunity to meet their child’s teachers and discuss their learning progress. It is hoped through 
this process that parents will be best placed to engage in their child’s learning.

Return to page 1
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Assistant Principals’  Report Cont.

Bookings opened to parents through the Parent Portal at 5:00 pm on Wednesday 5 March 2020. 
They will remain open until 5:00 pm on Monday 23 March 2020. Students are required to wear 
their school uniform to the parent student teacher conferences.

Families who require interpreters should indicate their language preference at the time they make 
the appointment. This service is provided free of charge. 

David Nichols, Josie Millard, Tegan Knuckey
 Assistant Principals

Setting Learning Goals
The Balwyn High School Shared Learning Norm that is most readily recalled by our students is 
"We view mistakes as learning opportunities". Over the last few years when the students have set 
learning goals based on the Learning Norms, many of them have chosen to focus on this one. 
Because it is something they have focused on, it is something they have gotten better at. That 
is how goal setting works - when we focus on everything, we improve at nothing, but when we 
have a laser sharp focus on something, we get better at that thing. In order to support your child's 
setting of their learning goals over the next couple of weeks, have a conversation with them about 
where their strengths and weaknesses are and therefore what their laser sharp focus can be on. 
And then check in with them about it each week and give them an opportunity to transfer those 
skills to the home environment. After all, the purpose of learning knowledge and skills at school 
is that students are able to transfer it to other areas of their lives. 

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Parent Information Nights
The Year 12, Year 11 and Year 10 Parent Information Nights took place in the last three weeks and 
the Senior School would like to thank the many parents who attended and took the opportunity 
to meet our team. Assistant Director of Senior School Eliza Broadbent and Student Learning 
and Wellbeing Managers Ally Cerni, Paul Gear, Amy Lawson, Michael Trytell, Elizabeth Kurien 
and Bruce McLaverty gave information about the successful completion of Year 10 and the 
VCE, explained the terminology and assessment procedures in Senior School and stressed 
the importance of good communication between students, parents and teachers. The evenings 
provided suggestions for the emotional and wellbeing support of students as they continue 
their journey towards VCE. The presentation slides for these three Information Nights are now 
available via Compass NewsFeed.

VCE Assessments
The first round of VCE assessments, usually referred to as SAC (School-Assessed Coursework) 
has now begun. A schedule of your son/daughter’s assessments can be found via the Learning 
Tasks tab on Compass. We strongly encourage that parents remain informed of upcoming 
assessments for their son/daughter and regularly consult the feedback provided by teachers. 
Discussing this feedback with your son/daughter is a powerful way to help them reflect on their 
learning.

Year 10 Work Experience

Year 10 students should now be approaching businesses to organise their Work Experience. 
Students will undertake Work Experience from 22 to 26 June. If your son or daughter is finding 
it difficult to organise a placement, they should speak with their Tutorial Teacher to assist them 
with some ideas or advice on how to best approach businesses. Tutorial Teachers are now in the 
process of collecting Work Experience Arrangement Forms from their students and any student 
who has not returned it yet should do so at their earliest convenience.

Attendance Requirements in Senior School

Ongoing attendance to every class is one of the essential factors for academic success as it 
allows students to engage into deep and meaningful discussions with their peers, allowing them 
to extend their learning. It also allows teachers to monitor progress and therefore to regularly 
adjust their instructions and provide immediate feedback to each student. Based on this precept 
and the attendance policy outlined by VCAA, Balwyn High School has established a 90% 
attendance requirement for students in each subject and VCE Unit. Students who know that 
they will have approved absences for reasons such as illness or school events should carefully 
monitor their overall attendance rate through Compass. Failure to achieve a 90% attendance 
rate for each subject could jeopardise satisfactory completion for that subject and unit. More 
information on the VCE attendance requirement can be found in the VCE Student Handbook 
available on Compass.

Year 10 students are also required to attend 90% of classes in order to successfully complete the 
requirements of Year 10. In order to support the work of the Senior School team in monitoring 
attendance, parents should ensure that they ‘approve’ legitimate student absences through the 
Compass.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


6
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 3 6 MARCHISSUE 3  6 MARCHISSUE 3  6 MARCH

Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

After our Director of Student Leadership and Voice received nearly 100 applications from our 
Year 7 cohort, Ms Noonan along with Acting Principal Mr Corr were able to construct a short-
list and interview 12 fitting candidates for leadership positions at Balwyn High School. I am 
pleased to welcome to the Middle School student leadership team our Year 7 captains for 2020:

Fergus Yim
Year 7 Captain

Samaira Maheshwari
Year 7 Captain

Congratulations should also go to Audrey Harding, Lara Simonetta, Connor Bretmaisser, Sara 
Salem, Gilbert O’Shaughnessy, Nethmi Sumanasekara, Andrew Tang and Thavinsa Rathnayake 
who were elected to the Student Representative Council (SRC). The SRC play a very impor-
tant role at our school.  Apart from their work organising and running big events like Carni-
val Day, the SRC are the voice of their respective cohorts, feeding back to the Principal and 
other members of the leadership team reports on what is working well and areas of concern. 
Through the efforts of the SRC we have seen a number of changes to teaching and learning that 
have positively impacted on student learning outcomes. We have also seen changes to policy, 
including the school uniform that have been warmly received by students and parents alike.

Student voice is an extremely important component of any successful school and we are proud 
that students not only have a voice in their education at Balwyn High School but that their voice 
contributes to meaningful changes to the quality of life of all members of the school community.

There are a number of exciting events on the horizon, including our much-anticipated Gala Soiree 
on Thursday 12 March. This is the first of a number of concerts throughout the year that remind us 
of the strength of our co-curricular programs. At the Gala Soiree, you can expect to hear a selection 
of pieces showcasing the depth and breadth of the music program. Make sure you do not miss 
this opportunity. We also have the start of an exciting period for Year 9 students approaching as the 
plans for their careers assessment begin to unfold. All Year 9 students will benefit from a free careers 
assessment that will provide them with a highly individualised report on their strengths, interests, 
potential subjects to pursue in senior school and beyond, and potential career pathways to explore. 
This information will be extremely valuable when we approach subject selections for 2021 in Term 3.

For now, though, we head towards the tail end of Term 1 with a number of assessment tasks in full 
flow and Parent Student Teacher Conferences rapidly approaching. More exciting times ahead.

Andy Smith

Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Teaching young people skills such as active listening, self-awareness and empathy can equip 
them to succeed both academically and socially. Emotional intelligence can be said to cover 
five main areas: self-awareness, emotional control/self-regulation, self-motivation, empathy and 
relationship/social skills. It is important for good communication with others, and is therefore 
a gateway to better learning, friendships, academic success and employment. Skills such as 
these developed in our formative years at school often provide the foundation for future habits 
later on in life. 

So where do we start? See the tips below for young people and parents:

Tips for young people:

Understanding yourself is an excellent place to start when working on emotional intelligence.

Set a reminder on your phone for different points in the day to check in with yourself. Take a 
few deep breaths and make a note of what you’re feeling. After a few rounds of this, you’ll find 
yourself getting in touch with your different emotions.

Realising what sets you off can also help increase emotional intelligence. Next time you notice 
yourself becoming upset by something – an unflattering picture someone posts of you online, a 
poorly worded text from a friend – focus on responding rather than reacting. Step away, collect 
your thoughts and return with a considered response. You'll be amazed at how a little patience 
can increase your empathy for others.

Tips for parents:

You can help your child learn the skills of emotional intelligence by:

Regulating unpleasant emotions, by helping them reframe a situation to see a broader 
perspective, and avoid jumping to a negative conclusion right away.

Helping them be assertive and express difficult emotions. A good approach to teach them is the 
'XYZ technique'. That is, ‘I feel X when you do Y in situation Z’. This avoids starting with ‘You’, 
which can incite defensiveness and make the recipient less open to hearing what they have to 
say.

Be Well at Balwyn Student Services News
A thought from Student Services

http://
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https://ahealthyview.com/ 


ISSUE 3  6 MARCH

Student Services

Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 

8
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Helping your child learn how to stay cool in challenging situations and manage stress.

Source: This article was drawn from the Reach Out website (see: https://au.reachout.com/ 
and https://parents.au.reachout.com/) and The Guardian (see: https://www.theguardian.com/
teacher-network/2017/nov/03/emotional-intelligence-why-it-matters-and-how-to-teach-it). See 
the websites for the full articles. 

Student Services Captains and Ambassadors 
For the first time in Balwyn High School history we have announced student captains and 
ambassadors representing wellbeing across Years 7-12. Congratulations to the following 
students who are representing each year level.

Senior School Wellbeing Captain: Adelle Karkar 

Year 12 Wellbeing Ambassadors: Hannah De Silva and Lidiya Ramkumar

Year 11 Wellbeing Ambassadors:  Aryamaan Tulsyan, Isabelle Oh and William Sanford-Morgan

Year 10 Wellbeing Ambassadors: Ella Scott and Grace Lin

Middle School Wellbeing Captain: Himalaya Joshi

Year 9 Wellbeing Ambassadors: Margaret Obolenski and Lucy Mackie

Year 8 Wellbeing Ambassadors: Shriya Samireddy and Eddy Guo

Year 7 Wellbeing Ambassadors: Blake Ashdown-Moore, Ariel Ling and Ivy Hu

International Women’s Day
International Women’s Day is on Sunday 8 March.

An equal world is an enabled world.

Individually, we're all responsible for our own thoughts and actions - all day, every day.

We can actively choose to challenge stereotypes, fight bias, broaden perceptions, improve 
situations and celebrate women's achievements.

Collectively, each one of us can help create a gender equal world.

Inspired by the hashtag for 2020 #eachforequal, Balwyn High School students 
engaged in a range of activities that aimed to promote awareness around 
equality in Australia. 

We are so honoured to have many wonderful female role-models in our community 
across a diverse range of leadership, curriculum areas and professions, which all 
contribute to the success of Balwyn High School and beyond. 

     Dr. Sophie Johnstone
Psychologist

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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News
Year 12 University Immersion Program 
On Tuesday 18 February, the Year 12 cohort were invited to four Universities across Melbourne 
for the flagship “University Immersion Program”, with resounding success. The day began in 
a unique way, with each student making their own way to the university which they had been 
allocated based on their preferences. It gave students an insight into the trek which they may be 
making on a near-daily basis in the not-so-distant future. 

After arriving at the university, we were given an introductory presentation about the courses 
offered, what “university life” is like and the clubs/societies that students can be involved in. The 
presenters from each university gave a compelling insight into the workings of tertiary education 
and scholarships that students can apply for throughout this year. The program gave us the 
opportunity to consider whether that university was the right choice to achieve our future career 
aspirations and furthermore, whether the university we explored on the day was to be the one we 
would seek to attend (as the end of our time in secondary education draws closer).

Once the presentation concluded, we engaged in a Q&A panel of three current university 
students.They gave us an overview of the course they are studying and an insight into their 
personal experience and challenges they have conquered. Following this was an opportunity 
to ask them questions about their experience. This was an invaluable part of the day, as we 
were able to hear a student’s perspective, whilst giving us the opportunity to understand what 
university life is really like. 

For the final session, we were broken up into groups based on courses we were interested in, 
and were given a tour of the campus by the current students. The hosts explained the history of 
the university, and showed us important faculty buildings and social areas around the campus.

We’d like to thank Balwyn High School and the staff who accompanied us for providing this 
unique opportunity. Specifically, we would like to thank Ms 
Broadbent for her hard work in putting this program together. 
Moreover, we would like to thank the University of Melbourne, 
Monash University, RMIT University and Swinburne University 
of Technology students and staff for giving us their time and 
giving us a strong insight into tertiary education and the 
options available to us next year and beyond. 

Ned Lindenmayer and Nikita Triferis 

Return to page 1
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News from Humanities
The Humanities Learning Area is off to a fabulous start to 2020 with a range of extra-curricular 
activities on offer that enable our students to demonstrate their creativity and critical thinking 
skills, as well as compete with other students across the nation. 

Current opportunities on offer are:

Humanities Education Perfect Video Making Competition for students in Years 7 -10. The 
competition runs until Friday 13 March. 

The video task: students, individually or in groups of up to five, are required to create a 1-2 minute 
video that answers the question ‘Why is it important for you to study Humanities?’.

Be subject specific about History OR Geography OR Civics and Citizenship OR Economics and 
Business. 

Prizes include: $250 GiftPay voucher, $50 GiftPay voucher, $50 Pizza Party Vouchers

Australian Geography Competition for all students runs on Thursday 26 March at lunchtime. 
Entry is $4.50 per students and entries close strictly today, Friday 6 March. We had a record 
number of entrants last year and amazing results with two Year 11 students achieving results in 
the top 1% of their year level nationally. We cannot wait to see what this year will bring!

Australian History Competition for students in Years 7 – 10. Expressions of interest should be 
emailed to Ms. Gibson, jgi@balwynhs.vic.edu.au by 13 March. The competition will run at school 
on 5 June. Students will have 45 minutes to complete 50 multiple choice questions from the 
Australian Curriculum. Entry is $8 per student. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities

My Career Insights - for all Year 9 Students 
Initiated and funded by the Department of Education, in response to education reviews and 
recommendations, My Careers Insights has been designed to complement and add value to 
the careers program at Balwyn High School. Through their participation in this program, Year 9 
students will have the opportunity to engage in activities that will assist them in making better 
choices about subject selection, and future education and career pathways. 

As part of the My Career Insights program, Year 9 students will be invited to:

• Complete a Morrisby Online career diagnostic assessment - a series of online questions 
and quizzes. This will run during school hours on Wednesday 25 March.

• Review a Morrisby Profile Report showing the results from the questions and quizzes, 
and possible jobs that match their abilities, interests and personality.

• Engage in a 30 minute meeting with an accredited career practitioner, to review the 
Profile Report and discuss short-term specific subject choices, as well as training, higher 
education and employment pathways and options. Parents/carers are also welcome to 
attend the meeting that will occur towards the end of Term 2.

Prior to the commencement of this program parents/carers must provide consent through the 
Compass Event, Year 9 – My Careers Insights, by Thursday 19 March. 

More information will be provided to Year 9 Students through Compass Newsfeed, during Tutorial 
lessons and at year level assemblies. I look forward to supporting all Year 9 students through the 
stages of this exciting program.

Gemma Slussareff
Year 7-10 Careers Counsellor

News
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A Taste of Tertiary Life - The Academy of Accredited SEAL Schools (TAASS) Discovery 
Day 
Below are the reflections of a group of Year 9 SEAL students who took part in TAASS’ annual 
Discovery Day event at Melbourne University. 

On Monday 17 February, four students from the Year Nine SEAL class had the opportunity to 
attend the TAASS Discovery Day at the University of Melbourne. The Discovery Day was an 
opportunity for students from SEAL schools around Melbourne to explore Melbourne University 
and get a taste of university life. It was a highly enjoyable and rewarding day for us all.

The day commenced with a tour of the university led by a current student. The tour allowed us 
to explore the amazing facilities and buildings of the university, as well as gain an insight into 
university life from our warm and friendly guide. We all agree that our highlight of the tour was 
seeing the spectacular architecture of the Melbourne School of Design.

Following the tour, we had the opportunity to participate in one of two mock lectures and some 
of us chose to attend a lecture on political philosophy and freedom of speech with an Arts 
professor of the university. The lecture allowed us to apply the philosopher John Mill’s principles 
on freedom of speech to current contentious issues, notably the case of Israel Folau. The lecture 
was highly engaging and stimulated our minds, and was highly rewarding for those considering 
taking Arts subjects at university.

After a lunch break on the beautiful South Lawn, we finished off the day doing fun activities 
with current medical and dentistry students. They included Medical Pictionary, how to treat a 
snakebite and the importance of brushing your teeth. We were also given the option to ask the 
students questions. And thus, our wonderful day at Melbourne University was concluded.

Khoi Vu, Elaine Tian, Vanessa Zhang and Dan Stavretis (Year 9)

Return to page 1
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11 OES Coastal camp 2020 - Monday 24 to Wednesday 26 February
Students studying VCE Outdoor Environmental Studies have returned 
from a coastal investigation camp down along Geelong to Lorne and then 
inland to Ballarat. They were looking at the historical relationships with the 
environment including the indigenous, gold rush, and nation building time 
periods. Below are some student reflections from the camp.

Phoebe Crawford
Outdoor Education Coordinator

On the first day, we went to explore the Wool Museum and some exhibitions. We travelled back 
into the late 1800’s industrialisation period and found out all of the processes and steps of 
making wool into what we use it for today. At the museum, we also visited a ‘photographer of the 
year’ exhibition, each individual photo had an extraordinary story behind it. 

Narana creations was the next stop, this taught us all about the indigenous lifestyle before 
European settlement. There was an extremely interesting presentation about all of the tools and 
practices that the Indigenous Australians used, including the development of the boomerang. 
Then, after the presentation, we got to try some of the ‘bush tucker’ that was eaten by the 
Watharung people thousands of years ago. The ‘bush tucker’ consisted of Emu, Kangaroo, 
bread and a local fish. They also had sauces that were made from the local plants that tasted 
just as good as the meats. 

At the start of the second day, we all woke up bright and early and went for a surf which was a 
little small, however, it was still loads of fun to spend two hours surfing with mates. 

On the final day: Sovereign Hill was definitely one of the highlights of the trip as we travelled 
back in time to the Gold Rush era of Australia in the 1800s. When we arrived, all of the staff 
were dressed up in the clothes from the time period and helped us all feel 
as though we had gone back into the past. The first thing on the agenda 
was going to the river and learning how to sift for gold, however, none of 
us were lucky enough to hit the jackpot. We then went on a mine tour. This 
was probably the highlight of the day as we travelled deep underground 
into an old gold mine. In the mine, we learnt how they use to mine for gold 
and actually got to see some of the gold in the wall. After lunch, we went to 
a classroom and taught all about the use of the land during all of the stages 
of Australia’s history before and after the European settlement in 1770.

Oscar Lynch (Year 11)     
The OES coastal camp was a great opportunity for me to learn more about the relationships that 
were held by people in different time periods such as aboriginals, early settlers and the gold 
rush and how these people and events shaped and changed the land. As well as learning about 
our countries history we got to participate in activities such as surf lessons and learning to throw 
boomerangs. We also visited Bells Beach which is place I have always wanted to go and I got to 
conquer my fear while walking through an underground mine shaft.

Ebony Beckter (Year 11)
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Students experiencing the environment with a surfing lesson in Torquay
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Students developing an appreciation for the indigenous culture at the Narana cultural centre
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News

Summer Uniform Blazer Summer Uniform

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Second-Hand Uniform Shop Winter Sale
Purchase any two pairs of grey trousers, two winter skirts or one winter skirt and one pair of 
trousers and receive a free green tie. (Items must be purchased in the one transaction and 
purchasers will choose from a selected group of ties). This offer is available for the remainder of 
Term 1 and Term 2. 

Unprecedented numbers of winter uniforms are currently available. Don’t forget that 
winter uniforms will need to be worn next term. Get in before the rush!
We accept cash, cheques or through Square we accept credit cards, EFTPOS and ApplePay 
(2.0% surcharge on Square transactions). Changerooms are available for your convenience. We 
have hundreds of items for sale and stock changes weekly. 

We are situated in the canteen. Look for the signs.

Open Thursdays, during school terms, 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm.

Recent comments from customers
“Many of the clothes for sale are like new. I even found some still with labels.”
“I wish I had come here first.”
“I didn’t realise you had so much stock.” 
“I hadn’t understood that I could sell my old uniforms through you and receive a cheque when 
they are sold.”
“I’m going to tell my friends.”
“I’ll be back again.”

Don’t forget
•	 Purchase your Year 12 jumpers and ties now before the winter rush.
•	 If you wish to sell your unwanted uniform items full details are on the school website. 

Click on ‘Chaplaincy’ under the ‘Our Community’ tab and follow the links to Second-
Hand Uniforms. A ‘Seller Sheet’, available on the website, is to accompany any uniform 
items you wish to sell. We sell everything from small items like sports caps and scarves 
right up to blazers. You receive up to 70% of the sale price when your items are sold.

•	 For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@
balwynhs.vic.edu.au 
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

TERM 1
Thursday 12 March
Gala Soiree
 
TERM 2
Tuesday 21 April
Autumn Concerts 1 & 2

Thursday 23 April
Autumn Concerts 3 & 4

Friday 1 - Sunday 3 May
Generations in Jazz

Senior Vocal Soiree -TBC

Wednesday 27 May
Never Concert - Hamer Hall

Monday 1 to 4 June
Victorian School Music Festival
String Orchestras

Monday 15 June
VCE Soiree Music Performance

Tuesday 23 June
Music Scholarships for 2021

Tuesday 23 June
AMEB Session 5 Enrolment

Gala Soiree
Gala Soiree Thursday 12 March is the opening of our music calendar for the year and will be  
held in the David McGrail Theatre  commencing at 7.00 pm. This is a night not to be  missed and 
this year we will feature students from Years 8 -12 performing a wide range of musical styles. 
We will also hear performances from our Alumni, Blue and Green VCE Combo who gained 
outstanding results in their VCE music performances in 2019. This night is always an outstanding 
musical event and tickets are available online through TryBooking. Please book early to avoid 
disappointment.

Autumn Concerts
We invite the school community to join us for the first of our seasonal concerts for 2020. Autumn 
Concerts will take place in Week 2 of Term 2 and will feature a range of large ensembles from 
across our Music Program.  

Bookings will open towards the end of term on Try Booking

Please note that refunds cannot be provided for incorrectly purchased tickets. 
Congratulations to all our students on a fine start to the year in their instrumental and ensemble 
areas.

We look forward to hearing all our ensembles at the Autumn Concerts in Term 2.

Concert 1: Tuesday 21 April, 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm
Junior Concert Band, Senior String Orchestra, Harmonics Choir, Encore Choir  
                            
Concert 2: Tuesday 21 April, 8 pm - 9.15 pm
Intermediate Concert Band, Newitt String Orchestra, Resonance Choir, Black Orpheus Stage 
Band
                                
Concert 3: Thursday 23 April, 6.30 pm - 7.30 pm     
Novice Concert Band, Intermezzo String Orchestra, A-Train Stage Band, Senior Concert Choir 
                               
Concert 4: Thursday 23 April, 8 pm - 9 pm                  
Symphonic Band, Junior String Orchestra, Jazz Vocal Ensemble, Intersection Stage Band

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Spotlight in science
Year 11 Psychology Brain Dissection
… the cold, hard scalpel carefully glided over the corpus callosum. The incision was precise and 
it revealed the magic in the brain. The areas of the brain were exposed and their power oozed 
out. Fascination filled the room…

This year in Psychology, I have learnt about the brain and how its different functions affect human 
behaviour. The sheep brain dissection this week was a great experience! Although the brain 
was not the most appealing to work with, it was a great way for me and my peers to revise our 
learning and create an amazing memory of Unit 1 & 2 Psychology’ I would definitely recommend 
Psychology. 

Sanya Sharma
I have learned about the parts of the brain and their specialized functions and the overarching 
nervous systems. I have learned that both the Central and Peripheral nervous systems each have 
their own roles. A highlight of this subject has been being able to apply our knowledge about the 
parts of the brain via dissection. Whilst a little unpleasant, it was good to apply the terms we have 
learned. I have also learned about brain development and the "Use it or lose it” rule for learned 
skills, which explains why I can no longer speak Italian. I'm looking forward to learning about 
brain plasticity.

Natasha Pavlovic

Thinking creatively
Six people meet for lunch. They shake everyone’s hand before sitting. How many handshakes 
occur?

Solution Edition 1
The symbols represent the numbers ! = 2  E = 1  B = 7  9 = 8  5 = 4
Solution Edition 2
Fill the 5/L jug with water. Pour 3/L this jug into the 3/L jug. Empty the 3/L jug. Pour the 2/L 
remaining in the 5/L jug into the 3/L jug and refill the 5/L jug. The two jugs now contain 7/L of 
water.
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events

Wednesday 18 March
Year 7 Round Robin

Friday 20 March
House Athletics Carnival
(held at Box Hill Athletics 
Track)

Intershool Sport Results
Intermediate Round Robin
Tuesday 25 February 2020

SPORT GIRLS
A

BOYS
A

GIRLS
B 

BOYS
B

GIRLS
C

BOYS
C

Baseball Placed

Cricket Won Placed Placed

Volleyball Placed Placed Placed Placed

Tennis Won Won Won Won Won

Softball Runners 
Up

Interschool Sport Results
Year 8 Round Robin
Thursday 20 February 2020

SPORT GIRLS
A

BOYS
A

GIRLS
B 

BOYS
B

GIRLS
C

BOYS
C

Baseball Runners 
Up

Cricket Won Runners 
Up

Placed

Softball 3rd 
Placed

Tennis Runners 
Up

Won Won Won

Basketball Runners 
Up

Runners 
Up

Placed Won
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Intermediate Girls Volleyball Team

Year 8 Girls Cricket Team

Intermediate Boys Volleyball Team

Intermediate Girls Softball Team Intermediate Girls Cricket Team

Sport
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Chess Tournament - Scotch College – Monday 2 March
The highly anticipated chess-calendar year finally commenced with the recent secondary 
tournament at Scotch College. Balwyn High School Chess club enjoyed a podium finish coming 
in at second place, with the hosts emerging as victorious. A fine effort from all our players against 
tough competition, which included last year's state champions.

On individual notes, Jesse Zafirakos obtained overall third best score (6 - 1), and Julia Hawkins 
(5 - 2) placed as the third best girl of the day. Levin Kunniardy (5.5  - 1.5), Lutjen Lee (5 - 2) and 
Winston Leonard (5 - 2) were also among our strongest performers.

We would like to thank all our competitors of the day. With a record number of ten Year 7 students 
participating, the future of our chess team is indeed looking bright. We look forward to having 
another strong showing in the next scheduled tournament at Brighton Grammar on Monday 23 
March.

Michael Opray & Cemil Ozcitti
Teachers and Chess Co-ordinators 
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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