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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Term 1 2020
Even though it is only March, 2020 has already presented some significant challenges to us all. 
We commenced our year in the aftermath of the often tragic experiences of the bushfires and more 
recently have been confronted by the challenges of Coronavirus. Our Term One Pillar of Learning 
‘Learning to Live Together’ has perhaps never been more appropriate. 

Balwyn High School is a very special community and the warmth, compassion and generosity 
that has been exhibited by our students during this time has been quite inspiring to me. Whilst 
the remainder of 2020 will no doubt continue to present challenges, I remain certain that our 
students could not be in a better environment to be guided and supported. Our teachers have 
been committed to ensuring that our students’ continuity of learning is supported in the event that 
we are required to transition to remote learning.  

The end of term does come quickly as we look back on the commencement of a year filled with 
many positive highlights including; sporting achievements, musical celebration and academic 
effort. This year the holiday break provides us all with a particularly important time to spend with 
our loved ones. I would like to thank and acknowledge all of the members of our community who 
have contributed so much to the school over the past term. I certainly wish all staff, students and 
their families a safe and relaxing holiday break. I especially wish to thank our school community 
for the wonderful way in which our new students and staff have been welcomed and supported as 
they have made their transition into Balwyn High School.

School Council Update
In updating the Balwyn High School community on our recent School Council election process, 
I will say that we have been heartened by the number of parents and students who have actively 
engaged in the process. Our students have been remarkable in their enthusiasm for the democratic 
processes with a significant number voting as well as nominating as candidates. In addition, we 
were thrilled by the number of School Council parent nominees and the subsequent number of 
parents who participated in the voting. I certainly feel that the enthusiastic participation is a very 
healthy sign for the school.     

Andrew Corr
Acting Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Josie Millard
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Acting Assistant Principal

Verna Woods – 2020 Boroondara Volunteer of the Year
General assemblies are held each term and the theme of the assemblies is based on the relevant 
pillar of learning for that term. Our Term 1 general assemblies were held on Thursday 5 March 
and the pillar of learning for this term is Learning to Live Together. Three assemblies were held 
– one for each of Years 7 and 8, Years 9 and 10 and Years 11 and 12. At the Years 11 and 12 
general assembly, Verna Woods was recognised for being the successful recipient on the 2020 
Boroondara Volunteer of the Year award. Verna achieved this award for her 38 years of service 
managing the Chaplaincy Second Hand Book Sale at Balwyn High School. Many students and 
parents will have met Verna through using the valuable service of being able to buy and sell 
second hand books at the school. Verna, through the school’s Chaplaincy Committee, set up 
the book sale service 38 years ago and its fundraising has assisted the school in maintaining 
the services of a chaplain. Verna is also a parent of former Balwyn High School students. The 
Mayor of Boroondara, Cynthia Watson (also a parent of former Balwyn High School students) 
spoke about the value and benefits of volunteering in the community and also commended 
Verna on her wonderful service. Verna spoke to the students about the history of the Second 
Hand Book Sale, about the how she has met so many people through working at the school, and 
how much she has enjoyed her voluntary work. After the assembly Jeff Lampard, the school’s 
chaplain, organised a morning tea for Verna, Cr Watson and some of the book shop volunteers. 
Congratulations Verna and thank you for your service to the Balwyn Chaplaincy Committee and 
Balwyn High School.

Term 1 Progress Reports 
Balwyn High School undertakes a comprehensive reporting policy throughout the year with the 
publishing of progress reports in Terms 1 and 3 and semester reports at the end of Semesters 1 
and 2. Learning Tasks comments are also available to students and parents through Compass 
during term.  

Jeff Lampard (Chaplain), Cr Cynthia Watson, (Mayor of Boroondara), Verna Woods 
and Andrew Corr
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Term 1 Progress Reports have been available to students and parents through Compass from 
4.00 pm Thursday 12 March, 2020. Please access these reports as soon as possible along with 
the explanatory rubric which is available through Compass Community/School Documentation/
Whole School Policies. This report is designed to prompt discussion about future learning goals.

Change to winter uniform – no change to our uniform culture
Thank you to parents for their support in ensuring students have worn the correct summer 
uniform during Term 1. Please note the following information for the changeover from the summer 
uniform to the winter uniform:  

•	 Due to the variability of the weather, either summer or winter uniform may be worn for the 
first two weeks of Term 2 – from Tuesday 14 April to Friday 24 April 2020

•	 Students must not mix the summer uniform and winter uniform during these two weeks; 
•	 Winter uniform must be worn from Monday 27 April 2020 
•	 The winter uniform is outlined on Compass – Community/School Documentation/Whole 

School Policies
The transition from summer uniform to winter uniform raises the following key points that students, 
parents and teachers need to work together on to maintain the uniform culture at Balwyn High 
School:

•	 Shirts - students wear long sleeved shirts which must be tucked in. Shirts must be able 
to be done up at the top button and sleeves are to be rolled down.

•	 Ties - are worn by all students and the tie is to be worn properly to the collar. 
•	 Skirts - the summer dress is replaced by the winter skirt and must not be rolled or hitched 

up. Only wear black tights can be worn with the winter dress - socks are not permitted. 
•	 Trousers/Shorts – students may wear either long pinhead grey school trousers or the 

school’s grey shorts.
•	 Blazers - unlike Term 1, the blazer must be worn to and from school as the outer garment 

from Tuesday 14 April. Green school jumpers can be worn under the blazer but not as the 
outer garment to and from school.

•	 Shoes - same as for summer, black Oxford style shoes or T Bar sandals.
•	 Socks - black socks are worn with the long pinhead grey school trousers or long grey 

walk-socks with the school shorts.
•	 Scarves - a navy blue scarf may be worn only with the winter uniform.

A change from summer uniform to winter uniform brings no change to our strong culture of 
correctly wearing uniform.  Wearing the winter uniform means ensuring top buttons on shirts are 
buttoned up and ties are worn in the correct position to the collar. The shirt must be the correct 
size.
Parents are requested to ensure their son/daughter has the correct winter uniform ready for 
Monday 27 April 2020 and that their son/daughter leaves for school each day wearing their 
blazer, an appropriate sized shirt with top button on their shirt buttoned up and with the school 
tie in the correct position to the collar. All members of the school community have a responsibility 
to maintain the Balwyn High School culture of always wearing the school uniform correctly.  Let’s 
continue to have uniform Uniform.

Professional Learning Day – Tuesday 5 March
Glen Pearsall was once again the guest presenter at the staff professional development day 
held on Friday 13 March. Glen first presented at Balwyn High School last year and at this year’s 
session he continued his work on how to formatively assess students, how to lead productive 
discussion as well as demonstrating a range of question and answer techniques.  His content 
and strategies, along with his engaging presentation style, ensured a most productive session.  

Return to page 1
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Glen was a teacher at Eltham High School and board member of the Victorian Curriculum 
Assessment Authority.He is the author of the bestselling And Gladly Teach, Classroom 
Dynamics and co-author of Literature for Life and Work Right. His book Fast and Effective 
Assessment: How to reduce your workload and improve student learning has been published 
internationally by ASCD. He is also co-creator of Toon Teach, an animated series on classroom 
management.

Working throughout Australia as an educational consultant,Glen specialises in engaging 
instructional practice, assessment and workload reduction for teachers.He is a Cambridge 
Education associate, a master class presenter for TTA and has a long association with the 
Teacher Learning Network and a wide range of teacher unions. Glen has a particular interest in 
the work of graduate and pre-service teachers and has worked as a seminar leader and research 
fellow at the Centre for Youth Research. 

Glen presented to the teaching staff during the morning session, and during the afternoon 
session staff worked in their learning areas developing curriculum and assessment resources 
particularly for the Middle School. 

David Nichols, Josie Millard, Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Much information about pathways has been provided to students and families via the Tutorial 
Programs and Information Nights. As Term 1 draws to a close and the holidays are approaching, 
now is a fantastic opportunity for students to find out more about what they would like to do after 
high school and for parents to support them in their thinking.

Accessing Information from the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre
The VTAC website https://www.vtac.edu.au/ offers very comprehensive information on pathways 
and is an excellent place to start searching. It has a Course Search function in which students can 
find information relevant to each course, including career opportunities, fees, ATAR requirements 
and admission criteria. The VTAC website also has links to upcoming events such as open days 
and information evenings organised by tertiary institutions.

Students and parents may refer to the publication section http://www.vtac.edu.au/publications/ 
for guides which are tailored to Year 10 and VCE students, helping them to evaluate their strengths 
and interests, setting short-term and long-term goals, researching and selecting courses. The list 
of Prerequisites for 2021 and 2022 is also available in that section.

Year 10 Pathways
With the fully elective curriculum at Year 10, students have been able to try a broader range of 
new subjects while specialising themselves before they start VCE. This reinforces the importance 
of starting to think about post-school pathways as early as possible, and the Year 10 programs 
occurring between June and August have been designed for this purpose. Students are currently 
finalising arrangements for Work Experience and many of them have already secured placements 
in areas in which they aspire as a career. Work Experience is anticipated to offer students a 
genuine insight in a professional domain of interest. Following from Work Experience, the Year 
10 Careers Expo will take place in July, with displays from many different tertiary education 
providers. Students will be able to gather information and ask questions. It is important that 
students have reflected on pathways and careers by the time they complete their Year 11 Course 
Selection in August in order to make well-informed choices.

VCE Scores
The VCE students have shown much interest in finding out more on how scores are calculated 
by VCAA and VTAC. Every score that is obtained in a Unit 3/4 study during the year, as part of 
coursework, is submitted to VCAA and moderated. In moderating those internal scores, VCAA 
heavily considers how students perform, as a cohort, in their end of year examinations. For 
this reason, students should view each assessment throughout the year as opportunities to 
progress in order to maximise their performance at the end of the year. Besides, the students 
should consider the importance of the collective performance in the process of moderation and 
therefore support each other in their learning. Further information is available on how to calculate 
a study score via the VCAA website https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-faqs/Pages/
current-students.aspx and how to calculate an ATAR via the VTAC website http://www.vtac.edu.
au/files/pdf/publications/

abcofscaling.pdf.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

While we face some challenging times, it is reassuring to know that our magnificent school 
community stands resolute. Our strong school culture, underpinned by our shared visions and 
values keeps me optimistic about our collective ability to adapt to change. We still have a lot to 
celebrate and a lot to look forward, not the least being our commitment to ensuring all students 
are able to progress their learning over the coming months. As I write this, I can hear the excited 
hubbub from a Project Rockit session that is running next door. Each year, Project Rockit runs an 
important, interactive lesson for our Year 7 students concerning bullying and what can be done 
to stamp it out. In their sessions, they speak about ‘Upstanders’ – students who can stand up 
for their peers who may be experiencing tough times. They talk about what it means to be an 
‘Upstander’ and what students can do to show their support of their peers. This can be as simple 
as reporting their concerns to someone who can do something about it. Students discuss what 
to say and do in a particular situation to remove a friend from an unpleasant experience. I urge 
parents of Year 7 students to ask their sons and daughters what they got out of the Project Rockit 
session. These conversations need to happen in many different places, including at home. 

Last Thursday, I had the great pleasure of attending our first official music event for the year – the 
Gala Soiree. This showcase of some of the top musical talent at Balwyn High School serves to 
highlight what an outstanding music program we all enjoy here and how lucky we are to see and 
hear students in a completely different context to the classroom. On a recent school tour, I had 
the opportunity to sing the praises of Bernadette Clayton and our dedicated music staff and it was 
later that same day that I had my tribute affirmed. The connections we can make through music 
are difficult to sum up in in words. The collective joy the audience felt on the night was unique to 
any other event or student achievement and would not have been possible without the hard work 
of our amazing students, the care and patience of our staff and the ongoing encouragement of 
parents and guardians. 

In whatever way the next few weeks and months play out, I know we will all look back and be 
proud of the way we have conducted ourselves. 

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn News

Help someone you know
When someone you care about isn’t acting the way they normally do, it’s hard to know what to 
say. You may want to help them, but perhaps you don’t know how. Here’s some advice on how 
to start these conversations and what to look for. Also, don’t forget that everyone’s different and 
what may work for one person may not be helpful for another.

Supporting a friend to get help
If you are worried about a friend, it’s important to encourage them to seek support. Recommend 
they go and visit a local doctor/GP  or if they’re not comfortable with speaking to someone face-
to-face, there are online and email counselling services 

Be careful not to force the issue or put too much pressure on them – it could put them off getting 
help. Remain supportive by offering help and suggestions when asked.

It can be difficult to know what to say or what to do when a friend needs support. Here are some 
helpful tips and strategies.

LOOK out for the signs
Sometimes it can be hard to know if your friend is going through a rough patch or whether there 
might be something more serious going on like anxiety or depression. You might notice that they 
are not hanging out with their friends as much anymore or are always tired and feeling down. 
They might be snappier or perhaps look a mess. When you notice these changes, check in with 
your friend to see if they’re OK. 

LISTEN to your friend’s experiences
Sitting and quietly listening is the next step. Don’t rush to offer advice. Let them know you are 
there for them and that you want to help where you can. If they don’t want to talk about it, respect 
that. Let them know you are worried and that you are happy to listen when they want to talk, or 
suggest other people. By listening and responding in a non-judgmental and reassuring manner, 
you are helping in a major way. 

TALK about what’s going on
Knowing what to say can sometimes be difficult. You might not be sure how to start a conversation 
with them, or you might be worried about saying the wrong thing. You could say things like “I’ve 
noticed that you seem a bit down lately”, or perhaps, “You seem like you are really down, and 
not yourself, I really want to help you. Is there anything I can do?” Showing that you are willing 
to listen to what is going on can be really supportive for your friend. You don’t need to have all 
the answers.

http://
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SEEK help together
Encourage your friend to get some support. They might want to start by talking with their family 
about has been going on or they may prefer to talk with someone that they do not know, like 
a doctor, health professional, or school counsellor. You could start by attending the Wellbeing 
House at school or help them to find and arrange an appointment with a health professional. 
If they don’t feel comfortable with the first health professional, then you could help them find 
another. 

The people and places that can help include:
•	 Family
•	 Trusted friends
•	 Student Services at school
•	 School teachers 
•	 beyondblue, 1300 22 4636,  https://www.beyondblue.org.au/
•	 headspace and other young mental health services, https://headspace.org.au/
•	 Kids Helpline, 1800 55 1800, https://kidshelpline.com.au/
•	 Lifeline, 13 11 14, https://www.lifeline.org.au/
•	 ReachOut, reachout.com

You could also try downloading the new “The Check-in” app. Youthbeyondblue and Melbourne 
app developers Two Bulls, with the support of the Vodafone Foundation, have created The 
Check-in app. 

Who’s it for?
Anyone who wants to check in with a friend but is concerned about saying the wrong thing or 
making the situation worse.

How’s it work?
The app takes you through four steps, super easy and super quick, getting you to think about 
where you might check in, what you might say and how might you support your friend. There is 
also a section showing you things to consider, such as what if my friend denies there is a problem 
or what if I say something silly.

After you have had your conversation you can go back into the app and rate how it went. The app 
will then give you advice on the next steps.

There’s also links to where you can get support and tips from young people.

Where do you get it?
Download the free app from the Apple Store or Google Play.

The information in this article was sourced from Beyond Blue. For more information about how to 
support a friend, visit: https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/help-someone-you-know/supporting-
a-friend

http://
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SRC Training Day
On Thursday 12 March the SRC undertook their annual 
training day, led by the SRC Captains Reuben Iywan and 
Kerry Chen. This day was a wonderful opportunity for 
students to collaborate, build relationships and develop 
their skill base. The SRC look forward to representing and 
supporting you for the upcoming year ahead. 

Rachelle Heath and Amee Duncan  
SRC Coordinators

Student feedback for the day:
SRC Training Day was an extremely rewarding experience for me. Not only did I have the 
opportunity to interact with other SRC members in different ways by participating in team activities 
together, but it was also inspiring to see their passion to contribute to the school, hoping to 
improve the school life of their fellow students. Team spirit arose as team tasks such as making 
a team chant, making a rainbow of items and taking photos with different SRC members allowed 
us to bond strongly.

We had a guest speaker Ben Brislin and his session with us was very valuable. He split us into 
four groups and tasked us to reconstruct an abstract image, with each group completing a 
quarter of the image. However, the members of the team were split into three roles, sighter, 
communicator and drawer. Though it was confusing and chaotic at first, we 
managed to successfully reproduce an almost identical replica of the original 
image. Reflecting on the activity, we were reminded of the importance of 
communication and teamwork.

Throughout the day it was very heart-warming to see people writing notes 
of encouragements and compliments into everyone’s bags of goodness. We 
finished the SRC Training Day with the traditional dance competition. Everyone 
had fun creating their dance routine and watching other groups perform. SRC 
Training Day is a memorable and unforgettable day for me. 

Janet Tse
Year 12

SRC Training Day was a chance for the members of the SRC to strengthen our bonds between 
each other and to experience new opportunities that would help in our future lives and leadership. 
After splitting into our teams we were treated to a guest speaker from the Australian Senate 
named Jess Walsh. She was an incredible speaker who commanded the room with a powerful 
speech about the difference that we can make as student leaders and how 
it is our responsibility to uphold the rights and opinions of our peers. The 
opportunity to take advice from a national level leader is one we will never 
forget. 

But it wasn’t just the senator who showed leadership on the day, the teams 
that had been created led by the SRC executives all showed leadership 
by relentlessly vying for the top position which created an unforgettable 
atmosphere of competition and excitement. SRC Training Day was a great 
chance for us, as a student body to bond, have fun together and even learn 
a thing or two.

Oliver Whitten-Ooi
Year 9

Return to page 1
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Careers
The Balwyn High School graduating students from 2019 have now all been placed in courses 
and other pathways of their choice.  We wish every student the very best for a bright and happy 
future. In my role as Careers Counsellor, I have seen many students over the years. Those who 
typically experience the greatest personal happiness and academic success are those who work 
with determination to achieve their dreams. 

We were delighted with the hard work and dedication our Year 12 students displayed last year and 
look forward to seeing their many successes as they move into further study and employment.  
It really is true that hard work can help us make possible those dreams we were almost afraid of 
dreaming. So my first message to our graduating students is to continue to set goals and never 
give up. Ex-students are always welcome to contact me for further advice in the future.  

So where are the graduates of 2019?
Once again, it is with great pride that I can report that all students who wanted to pursue TAFE or 
university study have now been placed in courses. Some students chose to pursue employment 
and may return at any point for advice on returning to studies should they decide to do so.

Here are a few interesting facts:
•	 335 students completed Year 12 at Balwyn High School in 2019
•	 179 students were offered their first preference through the VTAC system.
•	 81% received one of their top 3 preferences.
•	 The most popular vocational areas chosen were Science (20%), Health Science careers 

(18%), Commerce (17%), Arts (11%), Computing (10%), Engineering (9%) and Art and 
Design (8%). 

•	 We can celebrate the high number of our students – both male and female – who are 
going into STEM careers (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.

•	 Students with the highest ATARs in the school displayed great maturity in not blindly 
enrolling in the so-called ‘best’ institutions unless they were very well acquainted with 
course content and institution support and unique enrichment aspects of chosen 
courses. Apart from The University of Melbourne and Monash University, some of our 
highest achievers confidently and wisely chose courses at La Trobe, Swinburne, Deakin, 
RMIT and other tertiary institutions.

•	 The most popular destination of choice was the University of Melbourne (86 students), 
followed by Monash (78 students), La Trobe (35 students), RMIT (37 students in the 
university sector and 15 students in RMIT TAFE pathway courses), Deakin (32 students) 
and Swinburne (21 students). Importantly, all institutions have particular strengths and 
students are encouraged to thoroughly investigate every institution before making any 
choice.

•	 I work hard to ensure that our students are very familiar with the best pathways from TAFE 
to university. A high number of students chose great TAFE pathway courses at RMIT, 
Swinburne and other TAFE institutes knowing that they will receive attractive credit into 
university courses.

What trends can be seen in the tertiary sector?
1. All universities are working hard to attract students (customers) and are adding some 

fantastic incentives into courses. Students should be aware of aspects such as study 
tours, integrated workplace learning, paid internships and scholarships.  Just one 
example of this are the degrees tagged ‘professional’ at Swinburne university. Offered 
in Arts, Engineering, Business Information Technology, Accounting and Business 
Information Technology, Health Science, Business, Media and Communication and 
Science, students will have a guaranteed 12 months paid professional work experience. 
Students will be paid the award rate for the industry they are working in. Many students 
are being paid in excess of $50,000 in their year of work. Importantly, the experience 
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is worth far more than the salary paid as students become far more employable. Not 
surprisingly, some of our graduates who have ATAR scores in the high 90s are selecting 
these professional courses at Swinburne.

2. Our students are very well informed about pathways from TAFE institutes to higher 
education and these pathways are constantly improving. The high number of our students 
choosing RMIT TAFE as a way to move on to university study is a good example of this. 
All students need to know that starting a great TAFE course which leads on to a university 
course (with credit) is far better than starting a university course which a student is not 
greatly interested in. 

3. All universities – both in Victoria and interstate – are looking at ways to reward students 
who have extracurricular involvement, leadership skills, voluntary work or impressive life 
experience. While the ATAR will always be an important consideration when selecting 
students, it is important that students recognise the importance of being involved 
in enrichment activities and leadership. In addition to being able to write a Personal 
Statement to course selection staff while in Year 12, students will be eligible for many 
attractive scholarships being developed.

4. An increasing number of students Australia-wide are deciding to take a GAP Year after 
completing Year 12. These students typically defer the course they have been offered 
and then spend a year living life to the full. It is imperative that students do indeed use the 
year well. Daytime TV can be very uninspiring and a year is far too precious to waste. It 
could be an opportunity to work part time or full time, complete some short courses, gain 
qualifications as a barista, investigate voluntary work options and even fit in some travel. 
All of this helps students grow as people, broaden their horizons and develop priceless 
interpersonal, social and emotional skills.

5. Most students complete some time studying overseas as part of their TAFE or tertiary 
studies in Australia. Every TAFE and every university has an amazing array of partner 
institutions scattered all over the world. Students can study in an overseas institution 
while gaining course cred toward their Australian course. Students should have a part 
time employment to help cover some of the associated costs. Students generally go 
overseas for several weeks or months in the second year of their TAFE or university 
studies.

Our new Year 12 students are working hard and enthusiastically investigating options for the 
future. I look forward to helping them identify exciting courses and careers over the year.

Erin Shale 

Careers Counsellor 

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Bookshop News
Greetings from the Second Hand Bookshop. As at the end of February, the Second Hand 
Bookshop sold a little over 1,000 books and we sincerely thank those who have contributed by 
either submitting and/or buying books. Cheques, amount to nearly $19,000) are currently being 
delivered to over 300 sellers.

Selling and purchasing books from the Second Hand Bookshop is an amazing way to recycle and 
also for families to save money.  Proceeds help to raise much needed funds to keep a Chaplain 
at Balwyn High School which is integral, in it is distinctive way, to the well-being program of the 
school.

Help contribute to the recycling of books and this important initiative by contacting the Second 
Hand Bookshop at balwynbooks@gmail.com or for more information visit www.balwynbooks.
blogspot.com.au. 

If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact either Ann Davey or Verna 
Woods on 0400962365
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Balwyn North Primary School Visit
On Monday 2 March, four Year 8 leaders had the opportunity to attend the 
Balwyn North Primary School assembly and present the newly appointed 
Year 6 leaders with their badges. We had the opportunity to each share 
briefly about our experience in leadership and the ways in which we have 
benefited from it. We were able to encourage the new leaders about the 
importance of student voice and demonstrate how leadership can be a fun 
and a worthwhile journey. It was great to see how the student voice was 
being encouraged at the primary school and to be a part of it.

Ranisha Devadason Yr 8

Along with my peers, it was a privilege to share our messages to the younger 
grades, reminiscent of when we were in their place only a few years ago. I 
believe that student leadership holds such importance, as it is the integral 
driving force and vision of a team. It was almost nostalgic, being in Primary 
School again, remembering seeing older students commending you on 
your own success, especially knowing that they were the role models all 
the students looked up to. Being given the opportunity to be one of those 
leaders returning to congratulate a new generation of School Captains was 
undoubtedly an honour. It was inspiring to return a place possessing so 
many memories and seeing the growth of other students, observing the 
different year levels finally become the leaders of the school. 

Vanessa Tran Yr 8

It was a blast getting to see Balwyn North Primary Sschool again as a 
former student. Seeing my former school brought back many memories of 
experience there, an experience which changed myself to become a part of 
the Balwyn Community. I saw this sense of community in the young leaders 
of Balwyn North Primary School when presenting the new leaders with their 
badges and it was delightful seeing their enthusiasm and excitement of 
being awarded their badge. This just goes to show the fact that their positive 
attitude applies to the fact they are leaders and maybe one day they may be 
a part of Balwyn High School.

Melvin Lee Yr 8

Return to page 1
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News

Year 7-11 Tie PE Summer with Rugby Top PE Jacket

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Purchase Your Winter Uniforms Now
Only one more day left to shop this term - Thursday 26 March
We are situated in the canteen in the science block. Look for the signs.
Open Thursdays during school terms, 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm.

STEP 1 Check if your long sleeve shirt, trousers and/or skirt still fit     
 (Don’t leave it until the last minute.)
STEP 2  If they don’t fit bring them in and we will sell them for you. Make sure they are clean  
 and tidy. You will receive up to 70% of the sale price.
STEP 3  Buy uniforms the next size up from us and save $

Hot topics
Second-Hand Uniform Shop Winter Sale - Purchase any two pairs of grey trousers, two winter 
skirts or one winter skirt and one pair of trousers and receive a free green tie, (Items must be 
purchased in the one transaction and purchasers will choose from a selected group of ties). This 
offer is available for the remainder of Term 1 and Term 2. 

Purchase your Year 12 jumpers and ties now before they are gone.

Full details are on the school website. Click on ‘Chaplaincy’ under the ‘Our Community’ tab and 
follow the links to Second-Hand Uniforms. For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 
or at secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Don’t forget
SELLING - We can sell your outgrown uniform items for you. Wash or dry clean your items. A 
bit of TLC will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. No torn or damaged items please. A 
‘Seller Sheet’, available on the website, is to accompany any uniform items you wish to sell. We 
sell everything from small items like sports caps and scarves right up to blazers. You receive up 
to 70% of the sale price when your items are sold.

BUYING - Hundreds of items for sale and stock changes weekly. We accept cash, cheques or 
through Square we accept credit cards, EFTPOS and ApplePay (2.0% surcharge on Square 
transactions). Changerooms are available for your convenience. 

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School 

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Gala Soiree
On Thursday 12 March the Music calendar opened with the Gala Soiree in the David McGrail 
Theatre. This is a wonderful event and showcases a range of our finest musicians. The audience 
was certainly treated to an evening of outstanding music from students across Years 8- 12.

Congratulations to all our students who performed at the Gala Soiree and many thanks to all the 
parents and staff who supported the evening.

Many thanks to our Parents and Friends of Music who work so hard behind the scenes to assist 
us with our events and for the catering for this special event.

Training Concert Band/A Strings
It has been wonderful to see the first rehearsals of our Training Concert Band and A Strings. 
The ensemble rehearsals are so important in the development of the students’ performance and 
ensemble skills. We look forward to hearing these groups perform for the Winter Concerts in 
Term 3.

We wish all our music students a relaxing and safe holiday and look forward to a great Term 2.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Girls and STEAM
Jodie Altmann, Principal Engineer with GHD, says “There has never been a better window of time 
or place to be a woman in a STEM career…

“Science, technology, engineering and mathematics need our best and brightest, across gender, 
to solve the biggest problems we have—climate change, virus vaccines, and infrastructure to 
support a growing population”.

As in most of history, women are under-represented in STEM education and careers. However, 
unlike most of history, right now society is aware of that imbalance and is addressing it. Industries 
and governments are working to produce gender-balanced workforces—creating opportunity for 
women.

Victoria has the biggest infrastructure program in Australia—run by a government that has just 
passed the nation’s first ever Gender Equality Act. The Metro Tunnel, the West Gate Tunnel, the 
Suburban Rail Link, the North East Link, some of the biggest mega projects in our state’s history, 
are facing a shortage of engineers and an even bigger shortage of female engineers. Melbourne 
also has a booming financial technology scene and a thriving medical research sector.

As Federal Minister for Industry, Science and Technology Karen Andrew says “A workforce with 
strong science, technology, engineering and mathematics skills is essential if we’re to keep the 
Australian economy growing…

“Australia must address this (gender) inequity if we are to take full advantage of future opportunities 
provided by STEM-driven industries and a more global and digital economy”. 

The inaugural Stem Equity Monitor Summary Report 2020 shows that just 27 per cent of high 
school-aged girls aspired to a STEM-related career, compared to 42 per cent of boys. It also 
shows that only 9 per cent of women in higher education were studying STEM, compared to 35 
per cent of men. 

Discussing these findings, Minister Andrews urged parents to encourage their daughters to stick 
with their STEM studies and support them in accessing initiatives to strengthen gender equity. 
Examples of these include:

•	 Girls excelling in either the Australian Mathematics Competition or Big Science 
Competition will be invited to participate in the Curious Minds Summer Camp. 

•	 Girls applying for engineering at Deakin, Federation, RMIT, Swinburne and Victoria 
universities may apply for consideration through the Special Entry Access Scheme.

Reflecting on her engineering career, Jodie Altmann says “It’s a stimulating role delivering 
substantial public good, and one that I recommend to young women”.

Cross curricular learning in STEAM
Our Year 7 students are gaining deep knowledge through cross-curricular learning in their 
STEAM subjects. They are using their mathematical knowledge of number lines and their 
historical knowledge of time lines to practice their skills and strengthen their understanding in 
both Mathematics and Humanities. The learning resources were created through collaborative 
efforts of Humanities and Mathematics teachers. 

Students have shown fantastic progress in their learning. They are now able to draw accurately 
labelled and scaled timelines as well as interpret the information on those timelines.

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science
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Spotlight In Science
Year 12 Physics Luna Park
On Wednesday 4 March, the Year 12 Physics cohort made a visit to Luna Park as part of their third 
area of study: ‘How fast can things go?’, along with various other physics students from schools 
across the state.

The group was able to experience various rides including the Power Surge, Enterprise, Scenic 
Railway and the Pharaoh’s Curse. It was really eye opening to see the applications of the content 
we had learnt in the classroom, such as gravitational potential energy and circular motion.

It was also refreshing to press pause on what has already been a jam packed few weeks of the 
term and enjoy the day with the rest of our peers. Our experience will help us conceptualise our 
physics knowledge in preparation for our upcoming assessment. 

Maureen Ijzerman and Reuben Iywan
Year 12

http://
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Giant Paper Planes Competition
On Wednesday 11 March, the STEAM society held the giant paper plane competition. In this 
contest, students were challenged to make a giant paper plane that would fly further than the 
other entries. Congratulations to Jerry Wu and Kaden Wong who tied in first place with a brilliant 
distance of 21.4 m with Alfred Chan coming in close second with a distance of 19.5 m.

Congratulations to each student who participated in this competition. We are ecstatic at the 
success of this event and love to see the enthusiasm in the students here at Balwyn High School. 
We are looking forward to seeing all the students who are participating in upcoming STEAM 
events!

Georgia Kanellis and Selina Guo
STEAM Captains
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Tiles of fun

Place the tiles below into a 3x3 grid so that adjacent tiles show the same symbol along their 
touching edges. The tiles are all up the right way – you don’t need to rotate them. 

Hint: the top left tile is already in the correct position.

Spencer, A. (2019). NumberLand. NSW: Brio Books.

Solution Edition 3

5 + 4 + 3 + 2 + 1 = 15 handshakes

We call 15 the 5th triangular number. In general if n people shake hands, there will be n-1 triangular 
number of handshakes.

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Balwyn ‘Swimming Lions’ Roar At The Pool!
The ‘Swimming Lions’ have again retained the Division Swimming Championship. What a fantastic 
team effort it was to conquer the pool and almost double the next nearest point score. The power 
of participation, teamwork and some wonderful performances from our top swimmers, including 
some personal bests made the day a very successful one. Our swimmers should be very proud 
of their efforts and the way they conducted themselves in true ‘Lion’ spirit.

Congratulations to all competitors in winning the overall Division shield and both the Boys and 
Girls aggregates.

A real team effort at the end of the day saw Balwyn High School win 13 of the 18 relays and further 
consolidate our lead and provide an opportunity for many swimmers to compete at the Region 
Championships when they are rescheduled. This number of relay teams winning through is a 
record for sure!

Division Swimming 2020 Team Score Summary 

1st Balwyn 1,296
2nd Kew 642
3rd Canterbury 475
4th Camberwell 364
5th Doncaster 315

Congratulations to the following students who were age group champions on the day. 9 out of 12 
possible age group champions is also a record I believe.

13 Year Female Champion Nadia Marikar

13 Year Male Champion Blake Ashdown-Moore

14 Year Male Champion Evan Shi

15 Year Female Champion Sharna McClure   

15 Year Male Champion Allan Liang

16 Year Male Champion Jacques Wessels

17 Year Female Champion Parnia Shaban 

17 Year Male Champion Devaiah Palachanda

20 Year Female Champion Helena Bassett   

Further congratulations to the following swimmers who set new Relay records in stunning fashion:

McKenzie Debono, Arabella Lesmana, Olivia Gibson and Sharna McClure set a new benchmark 
in the Female 15Yr 4 X 50 Relay of 2:09.89 beating the old record set in 2018 by 2 seconds.

Evan Shi, Ryan Nguyen, Lachlan McNeill and Justus Tsai cut 5 seconds off the 2017 record to 
post 2:00.95 in the M 14 Yr 4 X 50 Relay.

Jacques Wessels, Adryan Lim, Anthony Lee and Luke Fernando shaved half a second off the 
2012 record in the M 16 Yr 4 X 50 Relay to post 1:55.90

Best wishes for the 40 ‘Swimming Lions’ who will compete at Region.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 4   20 MARCH

24
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 4   20 MARCH

25
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Up and Running Twice A Week
It has been a great start to year for the Balwyn High School Running Club. Students and teachers 
meet before school on Tuesdays and Thursdays to improve their fitness, train for the Athletics, 
Cross Country and run in a friendly environment. (7:30 am - 8:15 am)

The club is designed to suit all, short, medium and long distance runners with sessions around the 
Robert Handreck Sports Field and Macleay Park. Apart from just running, the program involves lots 
of cross training fun activities.

We are looking forward to another successful year of Running Club. Come on down and join Ryan 
and Andrea for fun, friendship and fitness! It is a great way to start the day twice a week

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport Education
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SSV Rowing Regatta Team

SSV ROWING REGATTA
Success On The Barwon
The Balwyn High School Rowing team travelled to the picturesque Barwon River in Geelong last 
Thursday, where they competed in the School Sports Victoria Rowing Regatta. 

Students who competed at the Regatta were Isabelle Rochford, Netaanya Jiju, Jackson Morrish, 
Xavier Mackey, Thomas Pearce, Jordan Koh & Jonathan Gatsios. 

Isabelle and Netaanya won their Year 10 Double Scull and Jackson smashed his Open Single 
Scull race.  Jackson, Xavier, Thomas, Jordan & Jonathan won the Open Coxed Quad Scull.

Special mention and thank you to Ms Josie Millard who accompanied the 
students to the Regatta.  With a very early start our team left Southern Cross 
Station at 7am and arrived at the river with perfect racing conditions for the day 
ahead.

Thanks to the Hawthorn Rowing Club for facilitating the organisation of our 
squad and the transfer of boats for us to use.

Well done to all our rowers on a fantastic day at the SSV Rowing Regatta.  The 
many training sessions on the Yarra at the Hawthorn Rowing Club, before and 
after school have been worth it!

Jonathan Gatsios
Year 11
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here! 
Register at 

boccafoods.com.au 
 No Queues 

 Easy online payments 
 Low $4.00 minimum spend 

 Order until 10:00am on the same day 
 

Complete the steps below… 
1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete your details including phone number, email address and school location
3. Select the checkbox “I will l be ordering for multiple students” (Even if you will only be ordering for 1 child)
4. Complete your Child’s details ensuring you select the correct school for your child, (multiple schools can be 

entered for multiple children) and fill in their year level and class information.
5. Here you should also complete any relevant Dietary Requirements or options that will ensure the food 

provided to your child meets their specific needs.
6. If you have more than 1 child to register select “Add Student” and complete their details
7. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering

To Place Your Child’s Order

 Select “New Order”
 Select which Student you would like to order for
 Select the correct date
 And now select from the Delicious, Healthy and Nutritious options you wish for your child to receive for 

lunch.
 Complete your order by paying online 
 Now relax knowing your child will receive a Healthy Homemade lunch.

Lunch orders are focused on providing your child with a healthy and nutritious meal, just 
like you would provide at home. Snacks are still available for purchase from the canteen 
counter at Recess and Lunch.

 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch 
for your child up to 10:00am the day it is required.

 Students will be given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card
as identification.  
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