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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Welcome back to a very different Term Two
I hope students, staff, their families and friends are all staying safe and well during these uncertain 
and challenging times, and I welcome our newest community members to Balwyn High School.  
Following my long service, leave I returned to work during the holiday break to liaise with the       
Regional Office, and to work my Assistant Principals and the Leadership Team to finalise our    
preparations for this term of Remote and Flexible Learning. As one of the largest secondary 
schools in Victoria, it was essential that from the first day of term we had processes and platforms 
ready for all of our 2190 students and 200 staff.  I could not be more proud of the diligence and 
commitment of our teachers to adjust to these new forms of instruction and to our students for 
adapting so quickly to the new expectations of learning.

The COVID-19 crisis has had a devastating impact on the world’s health systems and                          
economies, as well as our everyday lives. At our school level this has meant that we have had to 
cancel highly anticipated tours, excursions, learning area activities, concerts and competitions. 
I know students and their families will be disappointed. We can only hope that next term allows 
us to plan and offer some of these activities again given the importance and significance of our   
wonderful co-curricular programs for student development and social engagement.

Our VCE students most certainly face a disrupted and dislocated year but I am confident that they 
will be superbly supported throughout by our Senior School and Student Services Teams as well 
as their classroom teachers. We will be guided throughout by the Department of Education acting 
upon the advice of the Chief Medical Officer, but we are committed to ensuring that the quality 
of education continues to be of the highest standard for those learning remotely or onsite. When 
restrictions are eased we will look to the Class of 2020 being reunited and empowered.

We are indeed fortunate to enjoy a highly collaborative student and staff learning culture at Balwyn 
High School, with a focus on building student autonomy, confidence and resilience. Mirrored in 
our theme for 2020 of Creativity, Integrity, Persistence, this will be most certainly tested over the 
next 11 weeks, but as we continue to monitor, adapt and reset the Remote Learning space I know 
that we will have many stories of success to share. I look forward to providing these in upcoming 
editions.

Congratulations Josie Millard – New Principal of Kew High School

On behalf of the school community, I congratulate Josie Millard on her recent appointment 
as the new Principal of Kew High School following a statewide selection process. This is a                             
marvellous achievement for Josie and we are all incredibly proud of her given Kew’s standing in 
the educational system. We are very much looking forward to continuing to work closely with her 
as part of the Riversdale Network of Schools and to forging an even stronger relationship between 
our two schools.

Josie leaves our school community after 15 years of outstanding service. Josie began here in 
2006 and quickly established herself as an superb Physical Education and Health teacher as well 
as being responsible for the introduction of the Rowing program across the school. Many students 
have benefitted from this program, and as late as the last week of Term 1 Josie was supporting our 
Rowing teams in the State Schools Regatta on the Barwon River where we enjoyed considerable 
success.

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Josie moved quickly into positions of responsibility, firstly as a Student Learning and                               
Wellbeing Manager, then as the SRC Liaison, before assuming Leading Teacher portfolios as the                    
Directors of Senior School and then Middle School. Following Karen Harris’ promotion to the                              
Principal of Brunswick Secondary College position, Josie was appointed as Assistant Principal in 
2016. During that time she also completed her Master of Instructional Leadership in 2015 at the                         
University of Melbourne, and willingly and generously shared the learning from this experience 
with the various committees and teams she worked with.

In her recent farewell to staff, Josie reflected on her time at Balwyn:

I have said at various times over the past fifteen years, that one of the reasons that Balwyn High 
School is such a great place, is because it truly values learning and innovation. You can have an 
idea at Balwyn High School and this community allows you to think out loud, to speak and consider 
and to learn, without prejudice. This school enables everyone to grow. Whilst I have taken the 
opportunity to learn outside the school environment, it is what I have learned within the school that 
has had the greatest influence on me. By participating in the Leadership Development Program 
over many years; through the support of exceptional mentors on a daily basis; by contributing 
to and listening in a range of committees; and in the opportunities to hold a range of positions; 
I have learned and grown every day. I would credit this school, and Deborah in particular, with                    
my capability to take this step. I truly appreciate this and will always be grateful to have been  so  
fortunate to have worked here. I sincerely hope that I will, in turn, be able to provide a similarly 
stimulating environment for others in the future.

Josie is an exceptional educational leader who is universally admired for her intelligence,                  
expertise, work ethic and ability to develop quality relationships with our colleagues, our students, 
their families and the wider educational community.  She has been a trusted confidant, a fantastic 
role model and a wonderful member of my Principal Team. We wish her all the very best in this new 
stage of her already impressive career.

Deborah Harman
Principal

Josie Millard

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Bernadette Clayton
Acting Assistant Principal

We are very much looking forward to the return of our students in the not too distant future.  
Whilst the teaching and learning program is being conducted remotely by teachers and 
students, the facilities team are continuing to oversee the redevelopment of the VCE Precinct.  
Although the 24 new classrooms in B and C block have been wonderful additions for our senior 
classes, the area will be further enhanced by the new locker area for our Year 12 students which 
will be available to students upon their return to school and by the completion of our new VCE 
Centre. Fortunately progress on the VCE centre is continuing and we look forward to our VCE 
students having access to this facility early in Semester 2. 

Return to page 1
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ANZAC DAY 25 April
As we know Anzac stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps.The troops in those 
forces became known as Anzacs, and the pride in the name endures to this day. The                                          
General assemblies for Term 2 were scheduled for this week. During these assemblies we have 
always honoured Anzac Day and for this term we will record a tribute through ClickView on 
Thursday April 23. The tribute will include messages from Deborah Harman and David Nichols, 
and performances of the Last Post by Ingrida Darzins (Year 12) and Abide with Me by the Senior               
Concert Choir. A Compass News Feed notice has been sent to students and parents to access 
the assembly throughout the day.

“LEST WE FORGET”

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Bernadette Clayton
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Flexible Remote Learning in Senior School
After a brilliant Term 1, the students have now returned and transitioned towards our Remote 
Learning Program. More than ever, this will be an opportunity to put in practice our Pillar of   
Learning for Term 2: ‘Learning to Think, Know and Understand’. The importance of this term’s  
Pillar of Learning relies on the belief that effective learning occurs when one is able to learn 
through personal reflection and deep comprehension of new concepts. It also advocates for a 
genuine love of learning. The flexibility of our Remote Learning Program has meant that students 
have been able to develop agency in their learning while being accompanied by their teachers. 
In order to support this model, we have been pleased with the trialling of video conferencing in 
some VCE classes this week and we look forward to introduce it more broadly. 

As students continue to learn remotely, it will be essential to maintain and consolidate a healthy 
lifestyle and sustainable study habits. Strategies include:

• Having a regular sleep pattern, healthy eating and physical activity

• Maintaining a study space at home which promotes productiveness

• Using a daily timetable to plan study days and wellbeing breaks

• Maintaining communication with teachers and peers

The documents ‘Balwyn High School Flexible Online Learning Schedule’ and ‘Staying well and 
learning at home’, supplied earlier to students and parents, are comprehensive resources to use 
during this time.

VCE Timetable Updates

On 15 April, the Victorian Government communicated updates on the VCE examination               
timetable based on the advice given by the Chief Health Officer. The following adjustments were 
announced:

• The General Achievement Test (GAT) will move from June to October or November 2020

• End-of-year exams will be postponed until at least December 2020

• School-based assessment tasks will be reduced where possible to relieve some pressure 
on students as they move to remote and flexible learning arrangements

The VCAA has been regularly publishing updates via their website and communicating with 
schools about changes to curriculum delivery. Balwyn High School will continue to communicate 
these changes to students and parents as they are being published.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Adjusting to a New Learning Environment
There is no question, our learning landscape has changed dramatically this term.  As everyone 
in the school community takes their time to adjust to our remote learning environment students, 
parents and teachers alike – it has been encouraging to hear the stories of families who are 
making the very best of a difficult situation. 

As we progress deeper into this term, we will find further adjustments will be necessary to our 
program. One important thing we should be aware of in these early stages: learning for most 
Middle School students will be slower when compared to the classroom experience and we 
should be moderating our expectations accordingly. While some parents and students have 
been in touch with their concerns that there is not enough work, the majority of communictions 
I have received have been about managing the workload, with some students staying up late 
to complete their tasks. Teachers and teaching teams are trying their hardest to find the sweet 
spot when designing their online lessons, but the simple fact is, not all students work at the 
same pace and the current program makes it hard for teachers to respond to student needs in 
as timely a fashion as they would in the classroom. 

In the situations where students are feeling overwhelmed it is critical they communicate any 
problems they are experiencing to their teachers so appropriate support can be discussed. This 
week, trials of video conferencing commenced with the plan for all classes across the school to 
have access to at least one, video conference lesson for each of their subjects. In the meatime, 
teachers will continue to seek and respond to feedback about their lessons to ensure everyone 
can stay connected with the curriculum. As for those students who are not finding they have 
enough work you are encouraged to contact your teacher and request some additional tasks. 
There is also a great opportunity to dig deeper into the tasks you have been set. Are there 
other ways to get to the same end-point? There often are. How would you evaluate the different 
approaches for achieving the same end goal? Which one suits your learning style best? At this 
time, a meta-cognitive approach may provide just the sort of stimulation you need.

I take great heart in the stories of students taking the initiative to keep in contact with their 
peers during this period of isolation. More and more students are taking it upon themselves to       
connect with their peers during class time to recreate some of that collaborative classroom 
experience. The inclusion of video conference lessons run by teachers in the immediate future 
will certainly provide a point of contact and allow teachers to address queries and concerns, 
but this will not replace some of the strong social bonds students are forging in their own way 
using different technologies. 

By the time the next issue of the Lion is published there will be likely a whole host of changes to 
discuss as our remote learning program continues to evolve. Nevertheless, for now, if we adopt 
the assumption that everyone is trying their very best to make this difficult situation work, we 
should have a lot more success stories to share.

Look after yourselves. Eat well. Take regular breaks. Practice regular mindfulness activities. 
I look forward to Middle School students coming out the other side of this experience with a 
whole new suite of skills and a renewed appreciation for their magnificent school community.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

 

Return to page 1
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Everyday Wellbeing Student Services News

A Thought from Student Services

While students and staff are working from home, it’s important to make sure you are looking 
after your mental health. Here are five areas you can focus on to improve your mental health 
while staying home. 

Be Well at Balwyn

Connect

Healthy relationships and feeling connected are key to feeling well. Put time and energy into 
developing good relationships with family, friends, colleagues and neighbours. 

Strategies: Have a tea or coffee over Zoom, join an online club, group, or association, hang out 
with a friend using FaceTime or Netflix Party, send a letter or email to someone you miss, enjoy 
the company of friends or family, accept online invitations from your friends, let grudges go.

Be Active

Being active and taking care of your body will help you take care of your mental health.          
Exercise can reduce stress, boost your energy and strengthen your immune system. 

Strategies: Play a sport, run, lift, jump, throw (a Frisbee, a ball or even a javelin), dance (like no 
one’s looking), ride a bike, walk, garden, stretch, or take the stairs.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Take notice

Our lives are busy, so we sometimes need reminding to take notice. When you notice what’s 
going on inside you, and what’s going on around you, you can make choices that will meet 
your needs reduce stress. Reflecting on your experiences will help you appreciate what matters 
to you.

Strategies: Take time to really enjoy your food, pay attention to your breath, notice when   
something good happens to you, observe when something’s beautiful, be aware of your 
thoughts and what you tell yourself, be curious, try meditation, keep a journal or write a blog.

Keep on learning

Learning new things can foster your self-confidence, and give you a sense of well-being and 
through learning, we can change the way we think about ourselves and the world. 

Strategies: Try something you’ve never tried, go back to something that you liked before, sign 
up for a course, learn an instrument, experiment with cooking, try a hobby you’ve always meant 
to, give yourself a challenge, check out how to do just about anything on YouTube.

Give

Seeing yourself, and your well-being as linked to your community can be incredibly rewarding, 
and can give your brain a boost. It’s also important to give to yourself. This is sometimes called 
“self-care.” Set aside time for yourself and to do the things that make you feel well.

Strategies: Do something nice for a friend, family member or neighbour, thank someone, smile 
(it’s contagious), when studying: take breaks, go for a walk, get a good night’s sleep, go out 
in nature, join an online peer support group, take a break from social media, laugh hard and 
often.

Adapted from https://mentalhealthweek.ca/strategies-for-well-being/

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Balwyn High School’s Zine: Showcasing Balwyn High’s Creativity
Our school community is incredibility creative and the first edition of our school zine for 2020 
contains examples of creativity from a range of subjects – be it in English, Art, Music, Theatre 
Studies or Humanities – as well as examples of creativity from beyond our classrooms. There 
are pieces, for example, that students in Comic Club have submitted (such as the artwork that 
is featured on the cover of this edition). There are also pieces by students who are not affiliated 
to any art club at school but who were motivated to get involved because the opportunity to be 
creative. 

The first edition will be shared with the school community via Compass Newsfeed, as will the 
subsequent editions, all of which have the theme of Creativity. Students have already submit-
ted work for the second edition and students and staff are invited to continue to send students’ 
work to me over Term 2 so that we can continue to inspire each other and celebrate the creatiity 
of the Balwyn High School community. 

Jennifer Jones
Learning Specialist – Creativity Across The Curriculum  

Return to page 1
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Term 1 Art Society Reflection 
Art Society is a Visual Arts club which aims to build team work and develop valuable skills that 
can be used in or out of school pertaining to all year levels through workshops and activities. 

We began this year with an origami and modular origami workshops where students could 
work on paper cranes individually, or contribute to an origami icosahedron through folding 
units. 

On 4 March, we ran a collage activity where images from old magazines 
and books were used to create two compositions of warm and cool colours. 
Through this workshop, we able to encourage students to repurpose old 
magazines to not only make wonderful art but also to be more aware of     
opportunities to reuse and recycle materials for making art. 

The classic and beloved Bob Ross made a return as we painted along to 
‘Towering Peaks’ from his show ‘The Joy of Painting’ with acrylic paints in 
our third activity. With many CATs and SACs being untaken, we prepared this 
event to allow fellow students a space to relax and relieve stress by painting 
to the calm narration of Bob Ross while also socialising with friends over their 
creations. 

Finally, the popular badge making workshop was held on 18 March where 
students were able to design and assemble their very own badges.

We were so pleased by the attendance and the love for art shown by all    
tendees this term. A big thank you to everyone. Stay safe and keep creating! 

See you next term! 
Calvin Lo and Marrisa Tuangthong

Visual Art Captains 

CSEF
Parents may now be eligible for CSEF payments in Term 2 due to a change in circumstances.  
The applicant must be one of the following:

1. A parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is: 
• on the first day of Term 1 or the first day of Term 2 an eligible beneficiary of either a 

Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
• an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; 

2. A temporary foster carer; or
3. The parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid 

concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support 
Pension Card).

The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of Term 2.

Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable is:
• $125 for Primary school students.
• $225 for Secondary school students.

If you would like to apply for 2020 please email the school balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au and 
we will email you the application form.

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

Calendar of Events

Welcome back to Term 2 and hope all families have had the time to enjoy the term break during 
these challenging times.

As we have moved to remote learning this term it is very important all students keep up with 
their practice routine and communicate with their teachers weekly.

There are set Learning Tasks for both instrumental and ensemble areas and it is very encouring 
students are working towards improving their instrumental skills in all areas.

On Compass News feed there was information published in relation to both Instrumental and 
Ensemble rehearsals. Please find below the details which were outlined for students and      
parents.

• Instrumental lessons and Ensemble rehearsals will still appear on Compass schedules. 
Students are expected to log on to Compass and access the content, feedback and 
learning tasks on that day. Regular practice should still be completed outside of these 
lessons and rehearsals to support student progress.  

• Details of the weekly content will appear as a Learning Task requiring a submission. 
Student attendance will be marked based on the submission of these Learning Tasks by 
the due date and time.

• If students need clarification on tasks or content, they are encouraged to contact their 
instrumental teacher or ensemble director. 

Autumn Concerts

This week the Autumn Concerts were scheduled for our students  to perform for their first     
concert for the year. Due to the current situation  we are pleased to announce the best of 
series of  the Autumn Concerts from 2016 – 2019. This will provide our school community the          
opportunity to hear a range of ensembles from Junior through to Senior perform, we  are sure 
you will all enjoy these concerts.

The concerts will be found on Clickview through Compass.

We look forward to hearing all our ensembles perform at the Winter Concerts during Term 3.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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A reflection from one of our Music Captains Sammy Huang:

As we all know, due to the current pandemic, the Victorian government has felt it necessary to 
implement stage 3 restrictions in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19. This has meant that 
schools have been temporarily closed and the vast majority of students are now to continue 
their studies from home. As a Year 12 music student, this has meant that I am now unable to 
participate in playing in an ensemble setting, as well as becoming limited in finding performance 
opportunities, both of which help to further develop my playing skills. Because of this, it has 
been even more important for me to maintain a steady practice schedule in order to preserve 
a level of playing that is equivalent to that of when I still had these ensemble and performance 
opportunities.  
Personally, the biggest challenge I face is staying motivated to practice all my pieces              
and repertoire and so, in an effort to stay motivated, I have been trying to find ways  to peak 
my  interest in my instrument. Because of this, I have enjoyed some new kinds of music, new 
techniques and new skills on my instrument that I hadn’t thought to or found the time to explore 
previously. Things like experimenting with extended techniques, listening to and learning solo 
repertoire that is well beyond my normal level of playing, and finding duets to play where I      
can record and accompany myself have all been new and exciting ways for me to get to know 
my instrument better. 

We wish all our students and families the very best during these challenging times.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

Sammy Huang
2020 Gala Soiree

Music

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Welcome back to a very different Term 2. This term, the Mathematics and Science Learning 
Areas will be utilising various resources to ensure that students are engaging in a wide range of 
learning activities. 

Two of the main resources that students will be utilising will be Stile and Education Perfect. 

Education Perfect
Education Perfect is a powerful online learning platform that Balwyn High School has been    
using and enjoying within their curriculum for some time now. Education Perfect has been 
shown to magnify the value of a teacher in the classroom, improve learning outcomes and 
increase student engagement across multiple curriculum areas.

The program helps all aspects of students’ learning and also offers teachers many tools to track 
their students’ progress and manage their students’ learning. As an added bonus, the program 
also allows parents/guardians to be informed about their children’s learning and can send 
emails to parents/guardians informing them when their child has been set a homework task.

You are welcome to visit this website for more information: epforlearning.com

Stile
Stile blends interactive science lessons, science news stories and hands-on investigations to 
empower students to observe, think, write, and argue like real scientists and engineers.

Parents are encouraged to log in with their students to see what they’re working on. While there 
is no dedicated parent portal available in Stile, parents will be able to see and discuss with the 
student everything that they are able to see including marks and feedback left by teachers.

You are welcome to visit this website for more information: https://stileeducation.com/

Thinking creatively

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://epforlearning.com/
https://stileeducation.com/
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Mathematics/Science

Solution Edition 4
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Calendar of Events

Sport 2020 ‘The Could-A-Beens’

It is very rough when you or your team have a shot at winning the next level of competition, 
but then it doesn’t happen. Oh, what could have been! So many Region and State titles were 
possible in our dreams and plans, and then the floor drops away. I feel for the individuals and 
teams who are winners, but will not progress. 

Senior Girls Cricket had made it to the second regional round and the Senior Boys Tennis, Inter 
Girls Tennis and Inter Boys Tennis were all about to play off for the Eastern Region Metropolitan 
Championship. Tough luck: dream that you are the winners!

Our amazing swimmers will also miss their shot at Region glory. The individuals and 13 relay 
teams would have been a force to be reckoned with, backing up their dominant Regional      
performance of 2019.

Our Senior Boys Baseball won Division without playing a game and now have no games at 
Region either.

Our Year 7 teams who were set to play at Division may yet do so in Term 4 - fingers crossed.

We remain hopeful that some of our summer sport winners may be able to play later in the 
years at Regional level.

We postponed our House Athletics Carnival and at this stage are uncertain if, and when we 
can reschedule this fantastic event. Division Athletics is still on our schedule for Term 3 so we 
remain optimistic.

School Sport Victoria has cancelled all Interschool Sport in Term 2 at Division, Region and 
State levels. This unfortunately means no Badminton, Netball, Football (soccer) AFL and Senior 
Hockey & Basketball and Cross Country at Division Level. 

All Senior Sport has also been cancelled for the year- sorry Year 12’s in your final secondary 
year. I know you love your sport!

The Balwyn High School Sport Office will keep monitoring the situation and adjust our program 
to get our students involved as soon as we safely can. We are dependent on the government 
directives and also on the seasons and ground and venue availability. 

Below is the latest news on school sport in Victoria from the SSV website. Please visit this for 
sport updates and lots of links to fantastic activities and ways to keep healthy and fit at home 
and in isolation.

We live in hope! In the meantime please plan to stay safe, stay healthy and stay fit!

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Interschool Sport Update From School Sport Victoria

https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/NEWSCoronavirusandschoolsport.aspx 

School Sport Victoria advises that no inter-school sporting events and competitions will 
run in Term 2.

Where possible, events will be postponed rather than cancelled altogether.

Some inter-school sporting events and competitions have been cancelled and will not run 
in 2020. These include:

• Local district or division events which cannot be rescheduled to later in the year. 
This may be due to the seasonality of the sport, access to venues or availability of 
schools to participate. Your school will be aware of the details for these events so 
we encourage you to contact your School Sport Coordinator.

• Senior team sports (Year 11/12), as many of these are due to be run over Term 2 
and 3 will not be rescheduled.

Further advice regarding the status of other events will be provided prior to Term 3, with 
updates on the status of individual events on the events page of this website.
We encourage you to check out these ways to remain active and practice your sport 
skills during this time. 

Please continue to keep updated through your school and by checking School Sport 
Victoria communication via our website (www.ssv.vic.edu.au), Facebook (School Sport 
Victoria) and Twitter (@SchoolSportVic).
Team Vic

There will be no Team Vic teams for 2020. School Sport Australia has announced that all 
Championships for 2020 are cancelled.

School Sport Victoria has communicated with those who have registered for Team Vic, to 
provide an update and advice on aspects such as refunds.

We encourage students to check out these ways to remain active and practice your sport 
skills during this time. This information includes messages from SSV Ambassadors, 
including elite athletes, who are sharing their ways to keep training over this period.

Sport

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Senior Girls Cricket Team

Senior Boys Tennis A Team

Sport
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