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School’s Back – Preparing for the return of students and staff
Following the Department of Education’s announcement that all schools will resume onsite 
learning and teaching, we are busy planning to welcome our VCE students back on campus from 
Tuesday 26 May, and Years 7 to 10 from Tuesday 9 June.  It will be wonderful to have our students 
and staff return. We are at our best as a school community when we are all onsite learning together 
and providing great opportunities both in and out of the classroom. Working onsite over the past 
six weeks I have dearly missed the sounds of laughter, peer interactions and conversations that 
mark daily life for students and staff at Balwyn High School.  

Most certainly the period of Remote and Flexible Learning has tested all schools. I could not be 
more proud of how we have worked with staff to support students throughout this period, and how 
students have responded. Students have developed strong skills in independent learning, team 
collaboration and time management. Equally they have looked at innovative ways to demonstrate 
their learning and use the flexibility of our model to connect with peers in study groups, design 
great activities and support others through our clubs and committees. Two fantastic examples of 
this are the SPECTRUM’s video celebration of this year’s International Day Against Homophobia, 
Biphobia, Intersexism & Transphobia (IDAHOBIT), that featured many students and staff and which 
was shared with the school community last Sunday, and the Interact Club’s ‘Spreading Positivity’ 
campaign to brighten communities with messages of hope and support.  

The decisions to alter the start and end times of our school day and the staggered recess and 
lunch breaks have been made to support student and staff health and wellbeing. We have been 
working strategically with Balwyn North Primary School to manage foot and car traffic on Buchanan 
Avenue, and I thank Erika Bienert and her team for their support.  

2020 Virtual Tour and Information Showcase 
Our annual Discovery Night is a wonderful evening that showcases our wonderful school as well 
as to provide the opportunity for prospective families to hear from key speakers in the formal 
presentations. This year we were not able to hold Discovery Night given the current restrictions. 

I extend my sincere appreciation to Bernadette Clayton (Acting Assistant Principal/Director of 
Community Engagement), Rein Kivivali and Mark Curnow (AV Services Team) for their production 
of an exceptional Virtual Tour that takes the place of Discovery Night. The Virtual Tour has been 
uploaded to our website this week. Thank you also to Andy Smith (Middle School), Hamish 
Anderson (Student Services), Bernadette (Music), Rob Handreck (Sport) and our School Captains 
– Ned Lindenmayer and Julia Goh who joined me for the project and for their superb contributions 
to the information embedded in the video. 

We are confident that interested families will value this presentation to gain such a detailed insight 
into the opportunities, programs, vision and values that mark our fantastic school community. For 
our current community members it should serve as another reason why we are all looking forward 
to returning to onsite learning from next week.

Deborah Harman
Principal
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Assistant Principal

Bernadette Clayton
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Return to school
Our community would be aware that based on the advice of the Victorian Chief Health Officer 
there will be a staged return to school for Victorian Students. VCE students will be commencing 
on Tuesday 26 May with the remainder of our students returning on Tuesday 9 June 2020.  

Whilst the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has advised that venue 
density and physical distancing rules are not appropriate or practical within school environments, 
Balwyn High School is implementing a range of strategies to enhance our hygiene practices and 
cleaning and encourage physical distancing.  

Additional cleaning and hygiene arrangments
Extended and increased cleaning arrangements have been introduced throughout the school 
and will continue. This involves progressive cleaning throughout the day to ensure that risks 
of transmission are reduced for high-touch services. There will be continued provision of hand 
sanitiser that will be available for students and staff. In addition, all members of our community 
are encouraged to bring their own hand sanitiser. Staff and students are permitted to wear face 
masks should that make them feel more comfortable.  

Introduction of staggered commencment, dismissal, recess and lunch times
From 9 June, we will be implementing a staggered timetable incoporating different commencment 
and dismissal times for Middle and Senior School students as well as staggered recess and 
lunch breaks. The purpose of staggering lunch and recess is to reduce mixing of year levels 
and reduce congestion in staff rooms. The commencement and dismissal times have been 
coordinated with Balwyn North Primary School and we ask parents to avoid or minimise time in 
or around the school grounds including in Buchanan Avenue.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Bernadette Clayton
Assistant Principals
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Year 10 Course Counselling
With Year 10 students continuing the flexible remote learning program, course counselling has 
been occurring online this semester. Many Year 10 students have already been thinking about 
future careers and pathways and have gathered information on potential tertiary courses and VCE 
subjects. Making good pathways and careers decisions require gathering information broadly 
and starting thinking about it early. For this reason, students have been provided with information 
from VTAC as well as VCE subject offerings at Balwyn High School in order to start planning their 
road through VCE and tertiary courses. Students were asked to complete a Continuous Course 
Counselling Compass survey on their future aspirations. The data collected will now be used by 
the Year 10 team to design future programs and support students who need to. 

Return to school for VCE students
After six weeks of remote learning, the Year 11 and 12 students return to face-to-face learning on 
26 May. We could not be prouder of how VCE students have engaged with the flexible remote 
learning program. They have adapted to the situation in order to develop abilities in organising 
their studies independently and taking agency for their learning. It is important that all VCE 
students review the learning tasks which have been assigned during the remote learning period 
and ensure that they are up to date as we now approach the completion dates for Unit 1 and Unit 
3. VCE Unit 2 starts on 9 June and VCE Unit 3 starts on 14 July.

Year 12 Commemorative Garments
Orders for the Year 12 Commemorative Garments are now open. These garments are a single 
release only for the Balwyn High School Class of 2020. A hooded jumper and a varsity jacket are 
available for purchase for respective costs of $74 and $89 on the following link:

https://shop.reformclothing.com/join/7h6763 

Students will need to select their size and type their name to be printed on the garment. Sample 
sizes will be available at school from next week for students to check. Orders must be completed 
before 14 June 2020. It has been a tradition that the Year 12 students receive their Commemorative 
Garments on the last week of Term 3 as they celebrate the completion of Year 12 and enter their 
final preparation to the End of Year Examination period.  

Julien Escurt
Director of Senior School
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

As we near the end of Week 6 of our remote learning program, we inevitably turn our attention 
towards a welcome return to face-to-face classes on 9 June. While our effort and engagement 
with the remote program will need to sustain us for a few more weeks, there is no doubt the 
resumption of face-to-face classes will be a relief for many of us. From the hard working students 
who have had to adapt to the significant challenges of remote learning, to the parents and 
teachers who have ably supported them along the way – the collective excitement of a return to 
school is palpable. Certainly, there will be some members of our community anxious about this 
next stage, but we are supremely confident we will be able to maintain a robust and stimulating 
learning experience for all of our students in a safe and accessible fashion. 

There is no question, the most powerful learning occurs in the classroom. We have had to 
adjust to doing everything more slowly through the remote program. The quick and instant 
feedback a student might receive in class to move them past an obstacle has been missing. So 
too has been the more immediate assessment of student progress that occurs through class 
discussions. With all that said, there are definitely some silver linings that have appeared through 
the implementation of our remote learning program. Our necessary reliance on technology has 
reinforced new and efficient ways to structure lessons, run activities and collect evidence of 
student work. Teachers have been fast-tracked through professional development to support 
the remote learning program that will have lasting effects well beyond its conclusion. We have 
learned a lot about communicating with each other and those good lessons will carry us forward 
for the remainder of the year. 

In challenging times, you learn a lot about people, and I am so pleased with the resilience, 
innovation and empathy that has been on display across the school community. Recently I had 
the pleasure of attending a student-run SRC meeting via video conferencing. The Director of 
Senior School, Mr Escurat, and I have benefited enormously from the feedback provided by 
students about their learning experiences. As a sign of their great state of wellbeing, the most 
recent meeting started with a group dance-off, led by our SRC President, Reuben Iywan. It was a 
great circuit breaker to see students and staff alike dancing to ‘5, 6, 7, 8’ by Steps before we got 
down to the business of hearing compliments and concerns. This morning I was made aware of 
‘thank you’ letters, written by Year 7 students to be given to Health Care workers. A lovely gesture 
and a great indication that even our youngest students are aware of the great sacrifice made by 
others to keep us safe. Students have been connecting with each other in so many different ways 
over the last month, providing support and camaraderie where needed. Teachers have been 
responding to countless emails to ensure students are able to continue their learning in the best 
way possible. Parents have been understanding and gracious in their communication with the 
school, recognising that everyone is doing their best under difficult circumstances. Times like this 
draw people even closer and just crystallise what a great learning community we have.

While a return to face-to-face teaching is just around the corner, we must recognise we are still a 
long way from “business as usual”. But, I have no doubt we will all take on the challenges of this 
next stage with the same vigour and consideration that has got us this far. 

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School
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With the recent news regarding a return to face-to-face learning in the coming weeks. I thought 
it would be important to provide some strategies and suggestions on how you can make the 
transition as smooth as possible. 

The biggest changes (and challenges) in the coming weeks will be to your routines. Whether this 
be sleep, eating patterns, use of technology or where/when you complete your work. Here are 
some tips that hopefully help you: 

To get better/more sleep
•	 Keep your bed for sleeping only! Try not to watch movies/tv shows or go on your phone/

tablet when in bed. This helps your body make a connection between bed and sleep. 
•	 Do not go on your phone: If you are lying in bed and still can’t sleep, get up and do 

something boring, like reading a book or text you are not interested in. 
•	 If you still can’t sleep because things are swimming around in your head, write them 

down on a notebook or paper
•	 Sleep apps, there are some great apps that can literally talk you to sleep. Some that I 

have used are ‘Smiling Minds’ and ‘Buddhify’. 
To manage expectations

•	 Own your stress – it is ok to feel stressed. The important part is to recognise you are 
stressed and ask yourself “What is the best thing to do right now to look after my 
wellbeing?”

•	 Stay in your lane – everyone responds and acts differently to different situations, so don’t 
focus on what everyone else is doing. Aim to control what you are doing and what you 
can do. 

•	 Practise gratitude and random acts of kindness – doing something nice for someone else 
makes two people happy. Spread kindness. Say thank you. 

•	 Stay connected and seek support – we are all in this together, it is important to let people 
in and stay connected with peers and family. People want to help! 

To maintain healthy habits
•	 Set an alarm: School will be starting and finishing at a set time. So, it is crucial that 

you start waking up at a 
reasonable time.

•	 Eat healthy foods: I know 
it sounds basic but eat 
breakfast and try to 
have food at recess and  
lunchtime. This will help 
make the transition back to 
regular classes smoother. 
After all, there are no fridges 
in the classrooms (except 
for Food Studies!) 

Hopefully, there is at least one 
strategy that you think will help you 
make a transition back into ‘normal’ 
schooling. Please remember, you 
are not alone! Everyone is going 
through the same thing. Everyone 
is trying their best. Your Health and 
Wellbeing is number 1!

Student Services Team

http://
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Times are strange right now, let’s admit it. We are schooling from home, which can be a rewarding 
as well as a challenging situation for many. We are without the friendships and connections we 
would engage with on a daily basis. This can be hard, no one is denying it. To struggle right now 
is understandable, so please know that there are people you can always reach out to, whether 
that be your parents, friends or student services.

Something we have all had to do is adapt to online learning, which is a rocky situation across 
all cohorts as there are people who thrive in these conditions and people who don’t. As such, 
it is important to understand your way of learning. By this, I mean, do you learn better visually, 
through reading, engaged with discussions and conversations with others, or independently. 
Next, think of ways you can enhance your learning experience. For example, if you learn better in 
a group, then seek out others and work together.

With difficulty comes stress, panic and worry. It is easy to feel overburdened and unmotivated 
in these weird times, but engaging in a healthy lifestyle and wellbeing can drastically change 
your perceived work ethic. A way to do this is to remove distractions when working and ensure 
you take regular breaks. For example, you can set your phone to ‘focus mode’ which will block 
all notifications to help you concentrate on your work. When taking breaks, it is important to 
consider doing a task and just not mindlessly scroll through TikTok. 

I’d like to end with a small message, please look out for one another. Check in on your mates 
and see how they’re doing. Check in with yourself and asses your state of mind. Also, check 
in with your teachers by sending them a quick email because they too, are dealing with these 
circumstances.

Stay safe and warm!
Thanks,

Adelle Karkar
Wellbeing Captain

http://
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News
News from Humanities
As remote learning continues, the Humanities team continue to deliver engaging curriculum that 
enables students to connect with the world around them as well as each other. 

Our Year 7 students continue their exploration of Ancient Egypt, including an exploration of an 
Mummy through an online interactive. They are also exploring ethical ideas and how concepts of 
right and wrong change over time as beliefs and values change by considering whether, in the 
modern world, we should bury all our possessions with us as they did in Ancient Egypt. 

Year 8 students are exploring the Black Death. Did you know that during the Black Death, a 
town called Eyam limited the spread of the plague by closing its borders and practising social 
distancing. Geraldine Brooks wrote a wonderful fictionalised version of this history called The 
Year of Wonders, which we highly recommend.   

Rob Hulls, former Victorian Attorney General, is now working as the Director of RMITs Centre 
for Innovative Justice. Our Year 11 Australian and Global Politics students are eagerly looking 
forward to participating in a video conferenced incursion with him. Rob will be discussing his 
career and deepening student understanding of liberalism, constitutionalism and the roles and 
function of interest groups in Australian politics. 

Year 12 History students have been peer teaching. Jessica Wong created an amazing visual 
presentation to teach her class mates image annotation in their exploration of the League of 
Nations in Russia. 

Most of all, the Humanities teachers are looking forward to being in the classroom with our 
wonderful students again in a few short weeks. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities

Return to page 1
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News
Student Leadership and Voice
During this time of remote learning, our student leaders have still remained active within the school 
community, just in a different context. Their passion for student voice has 
meant that Balwyn High School staff know how students are coping and 
adapting to learning in a very different environment. And they have been 
very respectful when suggesting how we can make our online lessons even 
more beneficial for their academic progress but also with regard to their 
wellbeing. On top of this, ours students have stayed connected with each 
other and continue promote the community spirit the school is renowned 
for. A few of our student leaders and staff program coordinators have 
provided us with some of the things they have been doing over the weeks 
to keep connected and support wellbeing. It’s great to read how committed 
everyone has been to their roles in these uncertain times!

Louise Noonan
Director of Student Leadership/Voice

Running Club 

With social distancing in place for the past few months, the running club community has kept in 
touch with each other by setting up a remote running club. Since early Term 2, we have sent out 
a weekly email that includes challenges or sessions for people to try out, as well as an additional 
“bonus challenge”. It has been terrific to receive responses and videos from students taking part 
in the remote sessions – we are grateful to have such a positive reaction.

Studying all day prompts the need for fresh air. It helps to get up and move about when we have 
been indoors for most of the day. Incorporating some variety into how we exercise is one way; 
mixing in different sessions such as a rotation between workouts, perhaps calling friends using 
Zoom or Skype to virtually work out together. Or, even just simply going out for a jog, after staying 
indoors the entire day. Although it’s great to have your own personal goals, exercise can be a 
great way to connect with others as well. If the running club isn’t your style, why not challenge a 
bunch of friends to get active along with you? Above all, keeping it interesting is what will keep 
you motivated – there’s physical and mental benefits, too. 

Andrea Kew and Ryan Tay
Year 12 Students and Running Club Organiser

Ryan is also a Sport Captain

Return to page 1
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House Captains
The House Captains have been busy over the last couple of weeks creating some exciting 
challenges and competitions for students to participate in this term, such as 
baking and Kahoots! The first year group challenge will take place in Week 6. 

WebEx meetings have also been held to help us all stay connected, which 
involved completing riddles and brainstorming ideas for competitions.  

All students should be really proud of the way that they have embraced 
working together online and for their active participation in coming up with 
ways to keep our school community connected. 

Dusanka Devic
House Program Coordinator

Interact Committee:
The Interact Committee sent out a challenge via Newsfeed to raise the morale in our community 
by Spreading Positivity. We encouraged staff and students to grab a piece of paper, some pens 
or chalk and write a positive message on their footpath or driveway or hang it in a visible window 
so that people walking past can see. There is another project on the cards for our teachers but 
we are keeping that a secret for now. 

Maria Freesz and Fearghas Bennett
Interact President and Vice President

Student Wellbeing Committee
As a student leader it has remained a priority for the school community to stay together and act 
as one. As a Wellbeing Ambassador of two years, I know how important it is to stay in contact 
with your loved ones and friends. It is even more important while we’re in a 
pandemic and completing remote learning. 

It has been amazing to have access to online WebEx classes where we can 
see and collaborate with our classmates. It has kept everyone’s spirits up, 
since we can still see each other and still have that feeling that we were in 
class. I know, however, that it will be a huge relief for everyone when school 
returns full time!

The Wellbeing team has had numerous meetings, brainstorming ways that 
we can help support students struggling to get back into routine, following 
the rules and regulations. We’ve also looked at how we can support students with the return to 
school as every student reacts differently. 

Ella Scott
Year 10 Wellbeing Ambassador

News
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STEP Program
The STEP program is a fun, interactive program to help the Year 7s transition into high school. 
Normally, the Year 10 STEP Leaders would visit the Year 7s in class, see how they are doing, ask 
them questions, do Kahoots, and play games. However, due to the remote 
learning situation we have had to improvise. So we created a Q&A type 
task, then sent it to the Year 7s with answers. My group decided to do it 
in the format of a video, so each of us recorded our parts, answering two 
questions each. We answered questions such as “What is our daily iso-
routine?”, “What do you do in your spare time?” and much more. We put 
all our clips into one video and sent it to our STEP class to enjoy. It was a 
lot of fun to make and Year 7 enjoyed seeing what we were getting up to. 
I can’t wait to see my STEP class when school returns, and I’m sure every 
other STEP leader is too.

Tarrant Bettiol
Year 10 STEP Leader

Student Representative Council
During the remote-learning period, it was essential that the SRC maintained the function and 
procedures which were an integral part of its ability in fulfilling its role as an advocacy of student 
voice and representation. Meetings, occurring weekly and fortnightly for the executive and group 
teams respectively, allowed feedback on the new learning systems to be provided to the teacher 
body, which were later implemented for the betterment of the student body. Through the mutual 
cooperation of student leaders, liaison teachers and the student body, the essential medium of 
student voice was maintained, even when the norm of face-to-face interaction was impossible to 
achieve. 

The SRC Presidents, determined to ensure that when the inevitable return to school occurred, 
organised a series of ‘sprints’ designed to complete the planning and preparation of school 
events - which contribute significantly to the open and friendly culture of Balwyn High School - 
were completed. These ‘sprints’ allowed the SRC to maintain focus and developed a sense of 
excitement for the coming return and the chance to portray all the hard work happening ‘behind 
the scenes’ for the enjoyment of the student body.

However, these feats could not have been accomplished without the assistance of the liaison 
and wider teacher group, who provided us with the support needed to continue our work and 
an open mind to listen and implement compliments and concerns from the leadership and wider 
student body.  

The SRC found many ways to keep our meetings entertaining even though we were stuck 
within the four walls around our rooms. During last Tuesday’s group meeting, we had asked the 
members of SRC to dress up in a quick costume which was a sensational way to boost morale. 
This little touch to the meeting had put a smile on all of our faces. Although we had less than a 
week to pull together a costume, it was nice to see that most of the SRC team had participated 
by dressing up. There were a myriad of different outfits such as fun sunglasses, a cute beanie, 
different hats and much more. This was one of the amazing ideas which made it interesting to 
attend these meetings. 

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


11
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 7  22 MAY 2020

News
Having the SRC Zoom meetings has been a great way to reconnect with others and has been 
giving us a chance to see our fellow members and liaison teacher’s faces and hear their voices. 
Another way we have been lifting each other’s spirits and having fun is through our weekly 
dances. We have been starting our meetings by showing off our dance skills with a different 
dance each meeting. The very first dance we did was the Nutbush, while the latest dance we did 
was to ‘5, 6, 7, 8’. While dancing may not be all of our fortes, it is great way for us all to let loose, 
do some physical activity, laugh and relax. The level of enthusiasm and how it engages everyone 
is really what makes it so enjoyable and helps build our comradery with each other. 

Abigail Ferreira, Emmanouil Vourvahakis and Fiona Lim
Year 12 SRC Executive Members

Return to page 1
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Food Studies
The students of Balwyn High School have met the challenge of remote learning for Food Studies 
producing some of the most wonderful examples off food products for their families. The students 
have worked using the Design Process to create products suitable for a range of design briefs 
including using only 4 ingredients, cooking a sweet treat and making a healthy dinner for their 
family. 

Nicole Adderley
Head of Food Studies

Return to page 1
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News

CSEF
Parents may now be eligible for CSEF payments in Term 2 due to a change in circumstances.  
The applicant must be one of the following:

1. A parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is: 
• on the first day of Term 1 or the first day of Term 2 an eligible beneficiary of either 

a Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
• an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; 

2. A temporary foster carer; or
3. The parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid 

concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support 
Pension Card).

The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of Term 2.

Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable is:
• $125 for Primary school students.
• $225 for Secondary school students.

If you would like to apply for 2020 please email the school balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 
and we will email you the application form.

Return to page 1
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English Competitions 2020 are back!!!!

Competition 1: VATE Stories for Strange Times 

Students and teachers are invited to write and submit a short story inspired by the theme Stories 
for Strange Times. There are three categories available in the competition: 

Years 7 - 8 students | Years 9 - 10 students | Teachers
Entries of no more than 1000 words are due Monday 1 June 2020 and should be emailed to 
education@vate.org.au. An application form to accompany each short story entry will be available 
shortly. If interested, email Mr Carswell for an entry form: ccr@balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Competition 2: Boroondara Young Writers’ 
Categories for prose and poetry. Open to young people who live, work or study in Boroondara. 
Winners to be published. Entries close by 5 pm 28 August 2020. More information 
and the complete terms and conditions: www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/literary-awards 

Year 7, 8 and 9. 
Prose length between 500 and 900 words. 

Poetry length must be less than 200 lines 

Prose 1st place: $450, 2nd place: $300, 3rd place: $150 

Poetry 1st place: $450, 2nd place: $300, 3rd place: $150

Year 10, 11 and 12. 
Prose length between 900 and 1,300 words. 

Poetry length must be less than 200 lines. 

Prose 1st place: $600, 2nd place: $400, 3rd place: $200 

Poetry 1st place: $600, 2nd place: $400, 

3rd place: $200

Return to page 1
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Library News
The Library never closed at Balwyn High School, despite a lack of access to the physical space.  
Borrowing of eBooks has skyrocketed since our physical closure, and it is great to see such 
an enthusiasm to read for fun. The new Wellbeing collection has been very popular – there are 
over 300 titles of both fiction and non-fiction that cover teenage anxiety, depression, examination 
stress, sleep problems, sports competition pressures, PTSD, bullying, eating disorders, grief… 
and a whole lot more. Audio books are another way to access some of these titles.

Our Student Librarian leader Vanessa Feng, has reflected on her experiences on reading in 
isolation.

“Based on my experiences in isolation, I have found it fun to enjoy a 
book or few in my spare time as going on eBooks on the Balwyn High 
School website was so easy as there was a range of books to read. On 
the other hand, I have found not being in the library is a bit lonely as 
I can’t sit with my friends and talk about the latest books and see the 
range of books that we can borrow on shelves. As I am Student Library 
Leader at Balwyn High School, I think I’m lucky to experience unusual 
circumstances like this that most likely future Leaders might not get to 
experience. When we get to go back to school, I am looking forward 
to fulfilling my duty as a Library Leader in the actual library”.

Vanessa Feng
Librarian Leader

Here are some examples of what some of the student librarians and staff have been 
reading

Title Author Description in < 5 terms

Vanessa Feng 10C Tokyo Ghoul series Sui Ishida dark fantasy, mystery, suspense, graphic 
novel

Tara Louey 8B Saving the World and 
Other Extreme Sports – 
Maximum Ride #3

James Patterson Action, family, sticking together, romance, 
having a home

Caitlin Chen 7F Divergent Veronica Roth finding who you are, war, initiation 

Jessica Lee 7S The Book Thief Markus Zusak friendship, intriguing, heart wrenching, 
tear jerking, gripping.

Sienna Feng 7D Whisper Lynette Noni Plot twists, quick to surprise, heartwarming

Sairah Varghese 7E Harry Potter and the 
Half Blood Prince

Fantasy, action, mystery, adventure, 
inexplicable

Mrs Smith Warrior Brothers Keith Fennell True story, war, friendship, gripping, 
devastating

Ms Dawson Eleanor and Park Rainbow Rowell Love story, moving, family, different 
perspectives

Return to page 1
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Year 7 – 10 English: Online Incursion with Penni Russon, author of The Endsister
This term our Year 7 English students have been reading The Endister in English. We were so 
lucky to have the author Penni Russon agree to conduct an online incursion for our Year 7s to 
answer their questions about the book. To facilitate this, Year 7s posted their questions to an 
online platform and collaborated with their peers. Questions ranged from ‘Are you going to write 
a sequel?’ to ‘When was an early experience when you learned language had power?’

We submitted the questions to Penni and within hours she responded via a video recording for 
our Year 7s to watch in their classes. This online engagement shows great understanding of the 
text, authorial intent and a commitment to learning beyond the classroom. 

We applaud our Year 7s for such resilience and positivity this term. You have showed an unwavering 
commitment to the pillar of learning for Term 2 – Learning to think, know and understand. We 
cannot wait to see you all in person very soon. 

Ms Gibson
Assistant Director of English and Humanities 

Other library services that students and staff have been accessing online include

•	 The Age, The Financial Review and The Sydney Morning Herald
•	 Britannica – an encyclopaedia
•	 Echo – an analysis of media issues
•	 Issues in Society – information on a large range of current issues
•	 Gale Literature Resource Centre – a database
•	 Weblinks – a data base
•	 KYD – Kill your Darlings book reviews and more
•	 Research support – guidelines and links to useful websites

The Library staff has been very busy researching and adding eResources in the last few weeks. 
The Library Newsletter called Fact and Fiction, posted weekly on Compass, will continue to 
provide an overview of these in coming weeks.  We are very excited about the return of students 
and staff to the Library soon.

Katrina Dawson
Head of Library

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Congratulations to our music captains: Ella Evans, Sammy Huang, Aaron See and Alfie Walker 
for their second Music Newsletter to the music students. The newsletter has been wonderful 
in connecting with the music students during this remote learning period. It has given tips on 
getting motivated  with practice and providing listening links for the students to  broaden their 
listening experiences  and also to simply unwind with  over the course of the week. Leroy Floyd  
School Vice Captain provided a segment on improvised Music for the Music Newsletter, please 
see the section below

Improvised music – what is it, and why would i listen to it? BY LEROY FLOYD
‘It’s more like breathing, a natural, freer time’         - Ornette Coleman (pictured)

“Ornette at Prince Street” Ed Blackwell, Dewey Redman, Ornette Coleman, Charlie Haden

‘Free jazz’, or improvised music, is a hard style to pin down, but at its core it is a shift away from 
composition and the restrictions it imposed. This style of music emerged in the late 1950s as a 
divergence from the restrictive chordal/scalic nature of jazz at the time. This  was led by Ornette 
Coleman, emerging in the late 1950s as an eccentric, plastic-alto-sax-playing bandleader and 
composer. Early albums like Something Else!!!! (1958) and The Shape Of Jazz To Come (1959) provide 
a good example of this style’s development. My favourite tunes from these are: 

Lonely Woman, The Blessing and The Face Of The Bass.

Congratulations to Jamie Miles 
Jamie has recently had a piece he composed now 
published, this is an amazing achievement and we 
congratulate Jamie and wish him every success 
.Please see the message below from Jamie on his 
published work:

“I am pleased to inform you that my “Suite for Solo 
Viola” that I completed last year has now been 
published on “Sheet Music Plus Press (SMP Press)! I 
began writing this in early 2017 and completed 
it last year, with the premiere occurring on “In 
Performance” 3MBS in December of last year. I 
would like to especially thank Mr. Woliansky for the 
time he put into helping me learn my own piece “
Here is the link to the digital download/purchase: https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/suite-for-
solo-viola-2019-digital-sheet-music/21765391

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://www.sheetmusicplus.com/title/suite-for-solo-viola-2019-digital-sheet-music/21765391
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Music

Junior Concert Band Ensemble Webex Rehearsal Feedback
The ensembles have been working hard to maintain the practice and ensemble skills over the 
course of the term. The students have responded very well to the Webex sessions and many 
thanks to all our conductors who have worked tirelessly to ensure all rehearsals have been 
productive and an excellent method of connecting with the students. Students from the Junior 
Concert Band have provided feedback on the rehearsals:

“I thought that this new platform is helpful for band as we are able to ask questions easily and 
productively. It helps us keep up to date and is a nice way to all connect while we are not at 
school at this time. I would say though it is still harder to practice without the band but there is 
nothing we can really do about it”. 

“The WebEx for junior concert band was pretty good. I was very grateful that I didn’t have to show 
my face because I had just woke up. It also good because it explained some things that I didn’t 
understand.”

“The WebEx we had was great as we got to see each other again. I really think that keeping the 
chat function on is great as we can send messages to you privately and also, we can ask and 
answer questions. It was fun to be as a band once more and the whole experience was great. I 
really enjoyed the WebEx.”

“The first Junior Band WebEx was a lot clearer than just having to read the learning task, because 
Ms Ondaatje was able to answer questions and explain in front of the band members more 
clearly. In addition, band members were able to share their strategy on how to record them 
playing the instrument with the music being played at the same time. I think that was helpful. 
Overall, the WebEx meeting was a very helpful way of everyone meeting up.”

Thank you to all our students and staff for all their work and support during the remote learning 
period. We look forward to returning to school for our students to once again perform, compose 
and enjoy all music experiences in the classroom, instrumental and ensemble programs.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

http://
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Spotlight in Science - Constructing Understanding
What do a snow leopard conservation campaign, a wind turbine and a performance of Ode to 
Joy have in common?

These activities share a theme of learning as personal sense making. Of learning as iterative, 
channelling prior knowledge. They involve students drawing their own conclusions through 
experimentation and creation. And of teaching as facilitating, coaching learners to achieve their 
own goals.

In Year 7 Science, students like Marianna Freesz are campaigning to protect endangered animals.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

As well as threats to the Snow Leopard, Marianna has considered their place in the food web and 
the impact of their loss to other plants and animals as part of an unscored CAT aligned with Zoos 
Victoria Fighting Extinction program.

http://
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Mathematics/Science
In Year 8 Science, students are investigating the relationship between the frequency or pitch of 
sound and the length of a vibrating air column by construction pan-pipes. Student dining table 
performances of Ode to joy, When the saints go marching in, and more are the final element of 
an unscored CAT with a design and construct STEAM focus. This has been possible because 
technicians like Ms Avery have been able to film and stream experiments from Balwyn High 
School labs.

Year 9 Science, students like Nina Angelkovic, Eric Qiu and Justin Ng have designed and 
constructed wind turbines as an element of an unscored CAT with a design and construct STEAM 
focus.

Q6. If you were given unlimited resources, how could you make a better quiz board?  
Justify the use of new materials and design.

•	 I would use lighter and stronger materials. I would also use a better source of “wind” 
instead of a hairdryer.

•	 I would place the main skewer on an agnle (somewhere in between - and/)in my 
new design to force it to move upwards once the air hits it.

•	 I would also give my blades a fold in the middle so tha when air hits them it forces 
them to move upwards as well.

http://
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MAV Parent Support
As highlighted in Edition 6, the Mathematical Association of Victoria (MAV) has a parent support 
page that provides information and resources to help parents support children at home. This week, 
we feature five tips from this page to help parents make maths at home a positive experience.

THE MATHEMATICAL
ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA www.mav.vic.edu.au

LEARNING MATHS IS 
ABOUT STRATEGIES
Much of the actual maths is 
the same as what you may 
have learnt. Although learning 
maths is becoming more about 
understanding the reasoning 
and using a variety of different 

strategies to do maths. 
The strategies you 
learnt at school are still 
valid too! 
Teachers value students 
using many strategies 
to solve problems and 
develop thinking.

ASK QUESTIONS
You don’t have to know 
the answers! Nor do you 
have to know how to get 
there. Just ask questions 
and let your child think it 
through. Here are some of 
our favourites:

• What thinking did you use to 
get this far?

• What else could you try, is 
there another way?

•  What could a next step be?
• How could you find out more 

about what to do?
• Do you think others may do 

something different?

BE PERSISTENT,  
LEARN TOGETHER

Maths can be 
challenging. Rather 
than saying ‘I can’t do 
that’, or ‘It’s too hard’, 
say ‘I can’t do that yet,’ 
or ‘We will work it out 
together’. Research 
shows parental support 
is a major factor 

for student success at school. 
Celebrate achieving small steps 
in solving a problem.
Persist, be supportive and 
remember to focus on the 
thinking, not getting answers.

SEE MATHS  
EVERYDAY
There is plenty of 
maths around you to 
develop numeracy 
skills, such as 
calculating, measuring, 
using numbers, 
interpreting data and 
graphs, recognising patterns, 
and using language to develop 
mathematical understanding. 
Ask questions about the maths 
in activities like cooking, exercise, 
sport, budgeting and shopping. 
Playing games is also a fun way to 
practice and experience maths.

STAY POSITIVE,  
KEEP CALM
Don’t pass on your baggage, this 
is not about you! Let your children 
experience maths positively, we 
need maths for everyday life, and 
maths graduates have excellent 
career opportunities. 
Don’t say ‘I was never 
good at maths’ or ‘I 
never liked maths’. 
Maths can, and should 
be, really fun!

© The Mathematical Association of Victoria 2020
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MATHS AT HOME
TOP 5 

TIPS FOR 
PARENTS

Helping your kids to 
do maths at home 
can be a positive 
experience. 

Here are our top five 
tips to help you stay 
calm and carry on!

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Numeracy
Balwyn is working to increase numeracy in all subjects to assist students in applying these skills 
in unfamiliar settings and make meaningful connections with a range of real world contexts. A 
recent focus for Year 10 Maths students were the summer bushfires:

The recent bushfire tragedies in Australia have impacted many directly and indirectly. The following 
questions are an example of how mathematics could be applied to understand the nature of the 
disasters and support emergency departments in their attempt to protect communities.

Our ongoing reliance on daily infection graphs, cumulative infection graphs, normal and log 
scales, exponential growth curves, and median days before symptoms support this emphasis.

Thinking creatively
Turn the fish around by moving only three matchsticks.

Solution to Thinking creatively Edition 6

Mercury

Mathematics/Science
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Sport Talk
‘Champing At The Bit’ 

Our Sport Captains are rearing to go and offer their thoughts and advice on the way 
forward: 

CONNOR: ‘Be grateful for the opportunities 
we are given in sport, and the joy that it brings 
us, not only personally, but the shared joy 
with friends, family and the connections we 
form through it.’

ELISABETH: ‘Keep staying active during this time 
when you might not have any organised sport on 
outside of school by getting involved in the school 
sports program, or even if it’s just something little 
like going for a walk every day with friends.’

EMMA: ‘As Albert Einstein said “In the middle of 
difficulty lies opportunity.” Therefore I encourage 
you all (Years 7-10) to sign up for a sport in Term 
3 because now is your time to show what you 
have to offer.’ 

RYAN: ‘With the lockdown reducing our daily steps, club sport and 
motivation; interschool sport is the best opportunity to get you involved 
in physical activity. There is a great selection of sports for Term 3 as well 
so don’t miss out. Running Club at school starts up again in Week 8 on 
Tuesday 2 & Thursday 4 June at 7:30 am. Come along and be exhilarated! 

http://
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Sport

Celebrating Our 2019 
State Champions!

17Yrs Boys 4 X 100M Relay Team

SSV Rowing Regatta Team

Senior Girls Squash Team

Year 7 Girls Football (Soccer) Team

Year 8 Girls Badminton Team

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 7 22 MAY 2020

26
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Sport

Sport Returns…………Stay Tuned!
I hope that you are well and have remained relatively fit in your isolation. 

With return to school dates set, the Sport Department is now setting it’s focus on what might 
happen in the last few weeks of Term 2 and in Term 3 if all goes really well. We are excited by the 
prospect of a return to some sort of normality in Sport.

We want to be ready to go, if and when Department of Education & Training, and SSV-School 
Sport Victoria tell us definitely what can happen and what is happening.

We will do our best to get teams organised and ready to play. Signups for Interschool Sport 
Teams are now open on Compass Insights for Years 7-10. 

Take care, stay fit and always live in hope!

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport

http://
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here!
Register at

boccafoods.com.au
No Queues

Easy online payments
Order until 9:00am on the same day

Registering is easy. Simply go to www.boccafoods.com.au
And complete the steps below…

1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete all relevant details for yourself. This will ensure that we have a way of contacting you should it be required 

for any reason
3. Select Canteen Orders
4. Select “I am a parent”
5. Select a School
6. Select the “ADD STUDENT” 
7. Complete the details for your child, ensuring you select the correct school for your child and be sure to fill in their year 

level and class information.
8. Complete any relevant Dietary Requirements that will ensure the food provided to your child meets their specific 

needs.
9. You can add multiple children by selecting the “Add Student” button at the bottom of the screen
10. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering.

•	 Select the day you would like your order to arrive first.
•	 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch for your child up 

to 9:00am the day it is required.
•	 Students have been given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card as 

identification.
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