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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Coming to the end of a very unusual, but inspiring, term
With one week to go to conclude Term 2, I wish to congratulate and thank our school community 
for how well we have traversed the past 11 weeks – firstly via Remote and Flexible Learning -  and 
then during this second half of term for the highly successful transition back to classes onsite.

Our school theme for 2020 – Creativity, Integrity, Persistence – could not be more reflective of the 
contributions and actions of our students, teaching and Educational Support staff.  We have seen 
wonderful examples of innovative projects, teamwork, competitions, and inspiring peer classroom 
and committee group activities.  We have rejoiced at some of the collaborative efforts that have 
been recorded and available for all of our school community via ClickView and our Lion newsletters. 
These have ranged from those that celebrated and raised awareness of key social events and 
issues, as well as delightful musical items – the ‘Best of Autumn Concerts’ and ‘Somewhere over 
the Rainbow’, to encouraging wellbeing strategies and actions aimed at supporting all of our 
students from our Student Services and Subschool teams. Our wonderful student leaders have 
been incredibly active throughout and their welcome back messages to students and staff have 
effectively enabled the transition to classes and life on campus – for all 2400 of us.

Our Class of 2020 students are now assured of the VCAA pathway to their final examinations 
in November. This will bring much confidence as our teaching teams adapt to the reduced Unit 
4 curriculum, and we build upon the skills our students have developed in transitioning firstly 
to learning from home, and for the past four weeks, back in the classrooms with their peers. I 
am thrilled that upon their return on Monday 13 July, they will be able to access our fantastic 
new VCE Centre along with Julien Escurat, Director of Senior School, Eliza Broadbent, Assistant 
Director, our Year 12 Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers, Paul Gear and Ally Cerni, and 
Careers/Pathways Leader, Erin Shale. Our Year 12 students may have missed some important 
‘rites of passage’ events over this semester courtesy of COVID-19, but they will be the inaugural 
occupants of the Centre and I am delighted for them.

Alongside the stunning VCE Centre, the rest of the upper A Wing refurbishment will be completed 
over the holiday break. The expanded International Centre, new staff and student toilets, three 
Strategy Rooms and our long awaited Professional Learning Centre will perfectly complement our 
magnificent new B and C Wings. This refurbishment project, at a cost of $1.5million, has also been 
funded entirely from our own financial reserves, with no government monies. I remain indebted to 
School Council for their approval to commission this project, and thank sincerely our parent body 
for their contributions to our Building, Library and Building Maintenance Funds over many years, 
and our International Student program for its significant financial assistance.

The term has presented challenges to all school leadership teams and school communities. I 
am extremely fortunate to have had the incredible support of my Principal Team – David Nichols, 
Andrew Corr, Bernadette Clayton, and for the past six weeks – Hamish Anderson and Julien 
Escurat as we have navigated the impact of the pandemic, the anxieties of community members, 
the Department of Education’s directives, and the advice of the Chief Medical Officers. We have 
learnt much from these challenges and we will return in Term 3 refreshed and ready to support our 
students, staff and parents for another successful and event-filled term. I wish everyone a safe, 
relaxing and enjoyable holiday break.
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Community Grant – Josh Frydenberg, Member for Kooyong
Earlier this year we applied for one of the Community Grants sponsored by Josh Frydenberg, 
Federal Member for Kooyong. Having successfully fulfilled the criteria, we were given $10,000, and 
we have used this to install three recreational table tennis tables along the southern concourse of 
the DeZign building.  We are hoping that students utilise these tables at recess and lunchtimes, as 
well as part of their Sport Ed classes.  

Josh Frydenberg has been a strong supporter of Balwyn High School, awarding two VCE students 
annually with the Kooyong Prize, and enabling student leadership projects in conjunction with 
the Boroondara Youth Foundation. Last year, Oscar Reid, School Captain, used funding to raise 
awareness amongst his peers of the importance of engaging in the political process. This year, 
Alyssa Wong and Maya Charles Sedergreen have used their funding to develop the community 
garden under ‘Project Green Thumb’ adjacent to the Raelene Curwood Wellbeing Centre. 

We thank Josh for these Grants and we look forward to nominating this year’s recipients of the 
Kooyong Prize that will be awarded in December.

Thank you Balwyn High School Facilities Team
We are incredibly fortunate to have such an expert and dedicated Facilities Team and I thank them 
sincerely for their work to enhance and maintain our magnificent school environment. Visitors to 
the school often comment on our outstanding facilities and resources – certainly not the norm 
in many government schools. Our ongoing investment in, and maintenance of, these facilities is 
critical for the optimal use by our students and staff.

Last week the Facilities Team installed the table tennis tables and as I was walking back to my office 
after admiring them, I asked my Facilities Manager, Maggie Bozinis, to compile a list of projects 
that have been completed over the term. My intention was to share this with School Council at 
our June meeting. After receiving the list I decided to share it with our school community via this 
newsletter given its scope and impact. I trust you are as impressed as I was.

Completed work and projects overseen by the Team:

•	 Replaced 6 outdoor basketball backboards & rings
•	 Installed balance of electronic locks to student lockers (2290 in total)
•	 Repaired/fixed all known roof leaks
•	 Rearranged all outdoor seating and secured to ground
•	 Repaired and painted picnic tables
•	 Extensive mulching and pruning 
•	 Removal of hired facilities (P5-P8) – decanting, electrical, carpets etc
•	 Refit of furniture to A3/4/5 & 6
•	 Restoration of Tony Frizza Sports Centre carpark
•	 Installation of fencing around rear of new Year 12 locker bays
•	 Installation of fencing between A2 & A3
•	 Resurfacing of Tony Frizza Sports Centre floors
•	 All electrical boards in the school are now updated and compliant 
•	 All emergency and exit lighting (except DeZign exit lights) are now all LED
•	 Installed LED lighting to Administration area
•	 Recarpeting of the Administration area
•	 Staff movements to offices completed due to social distancing requirements
•	 Replacement of skylights on Tony Frizza Sports Centre roof

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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•	 Purchase of replacement couches for the Administration visitor area (delivery due mid 
July)

•	 Changing of locks for electronic entry in B & C Wings
•	 Preparing school for return of staff and students with purchasing of sanitisers and other 

protective measures
•	 COVID-19 signage throughout school and on perimeter fences
•	 Built awning over entry to Raelene Curwood Wellbeing Centre studio
•	 Secured embankment around Assessment Centre 
•	 Planted and mulching of area around the David McGrail Theatre
•	 Redirected run off of water from multi court south of E Wing
•	 Repaired toilet cistern leaks
•	 Replaced ZIP tap in Music Learning Area kitchen
•	 Repairs to gas heater in Music
•	 Relocation of cameras to ensure locker bay coverage
•	 Plaster repairs (including painting)
•	 Installed skirting in F01
•	 Planting in staff courtyard & around B & C wing stairs
•	 Built & installed shelving for F05
•	 Installation of tactile matting and painting of landing south of AM Rogers Hall corridor
•	 Install replacement air conditioner/heater in B37
•	 Installation of bin/stands and seating in Year 12 locker bay area
•	 Removal of all temporary air conditioners from staff room & Library
•	 Updating of School Visitor maps 
•	 Updating of school evacuation maps (now installed in all rooms).  
•	 Purchasing of furniture for our new VCE Centre and International Student Centre which are 

due to open from day one next term
•	 Installation of the three ‘recreational’ table tennis tables on the southern concourse of 

DeZign

Thank you team!

Deborah Harman
Principal

Maggie Bozinis

Alex Bozinis

Neale Adams
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Bernadette Clayton
Acting Assistant Principal

Accessing Years 7 – 10 Semester 1 reports 
Years 7 – 10 parents are reminded they can access their son/daughter’s Semester 1 report 
through Compass from 4.00 pm Thursday 25 June, 2020. 

This semester’s reports will be different to previous reports.  Due to remote learning, the common 
assessment tasks undertaken this semester will not be scored and only graded as Satisfactory, 
Not Satisfactory or Not Assessed. If a learning task undertaken during Term 1 or at the end of 
Term 2 (i.e. while students attended school) was scored, relevant information can be found in 
the Learning Task on Compass. Victorian Curriculum progression points will be reported this 
semester. 

A component of the school’s semester report is an assessment of a student’s ‘Approaches 
to Learning’. For this semester’s report, an extra ‘Approaches to Learning’ section has been 
added to assess learning while students were in the remote learning phase. An explanatory 
rubric to the ‘Approaches to Learning’ assessments is available on Compass/Community/School 
Documentation/Whole School Policies.

VCE reports will be available through Compass from 4 pm Friday 17 July.

If any parent is unable to access their Compass account, please contact the Registrar on 9862 4106. 

Return to School Arrangements.  
With our Middle School Students returning to on site learning last week we continue to implement 
a range of procedures to reduce the possibility of COVID 19 infection. Central to this has been 
the implementation of a staggered timetable incorporating staged commencement and dismissal 
times as well as separate recess and lunch breaks for our Middle and Senior School students.  
This timetable will be implemented for the remainder of Term 2 and then be reviewed in light of 
the most recent advice prior to the commencement of Term 3.     

Central to keeping our community safe is the reinforcement of appropriate hygiene practices 
which parents are encouraged to discuss with their children. Students should not be sharing 
food, they should be regularly washing their hands and using the hand sanitiser that is available 
in all rooms.  In addition students and staff should not be attending school should they be feeling 
unwell.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Bernadette Clayton
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Semester 1 is coming to an end and the Senior School students can enjoy a well-deserved 
holiday. With all students having now resumed to face-to-face learning, it is now time to pause 
and look back at the achievements of the last few months. The students are encouraged to use 
their break to reflect on the past semester and set some new goals for the second half of the year. 
In particular, the VCE Unit 2 and Unit 4 students must complete the required holiday homework 
in order to consolidate their learning. The Year 12 students should use their break to review what 
they have learnt so far and continue to prepare for the VCAA Examinations in November, which 
will require to recall knowledge and skills of what they have learnt across the whole year. The 
beginning of Term 3 will see a number of important events such as the Year 10 Virtual Careers 
Expo 23 July, the Year 11 Careers Day 29 July and the VCE Unit 3 Assessment Period, 15 - 17 
July.

Year 10 Virtual Careers Expo
During Tutorial lessons in Week 10 and 11, students undertake Careers Workshops. The 
workshops will assist students to create long-term goals and select subjects to support their 
tertiary choices. Students are encouraged to speak to their parent/guardian about their research 
in to subject options. In August, students will be required to complete an online selection form to 
confirm their subject choices.     

Unit 3 Assessment Week and Commencement of Unit 4
We would like to congratulate our students for their hard work and dedication in preparing for their 
assessments during Assessment Week. You have demonstrated resilience and are passionate 
about making the most of all learning opportunities. Unit 3 assessments will conclude with the 
Assessment Period 15 - 17 July.

With the commencement of Unit 4, comes the opportunity to reflect on your learning throughout 
Unit 3. For the remainder of the term and on the holidays, it would be very beneficial to collate all 
of your summary notes, cue cards and revision notes in preparation for the external examinations 
in November. Further to this, regularly reviewing your summary notes throughout Unit 4 will assist 
you in recalling the key knowledge and skills later in the year.  

Eliza Broadbent 
Acting Director of Senior School 

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

What a difference the return of middle school students has made to the energy of the school. It 
is easy to forget what a living and breathing school of over 2000 students is like until you have 
everyone back in class where they belong. Any apprehension about how the restart would look 
and feel was quickly behind us. Smiling reunions were evident in all corners of the school as 
students shared their own remote-learning stories and agreed in general that seeing each other 
in person beats video conferencing without trouble. In our first week, we have had to adjust 
to staggered timetables and social distancing but spirits have been high and the work in the 
classrooms has been meaningful. Certainly, our emphasis for the remainder of this term is on 
finding a comfortable rhythm in the classroom and making whatever adjustments are necessary 
to set ourselves up for a great start to Term 3. 

Over the last few weeks, Year 9 students have partaken in interviews to unpack their Morrisby 
Careers Assessment reports. These individualised reports have provided students with important 
information about their strengths, interests, and subjects in their pathway that will complement 
potential careers or plans for tertiary study. These reports are an important puzzle piece to have 
in place as we head into subject selections next term. Having some clarity on their pathway is 
all the more important as Year 9 students head into a fully elective curriculum in Year 10. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Gemma Slussareff and John Noonan for their outstanding 
organisation and implementation of the Morrisby testing and interview schedules. 

At the end of last year, we forecast some changes to our Middle School Assessment Policy with a 
decision to shift our focus from assessment of achievement to assessment of learning progress. 
An important first step in our plans was the removal of performance grades at Year 7 and Year 8, 
with an emphasis placed on accurate teacher judgements of students’ placement on the various 
Victorian Curriculum continua. Work continues on our policy over the remainder of this year to 
address a number of key areas:

•	 To shift the focus from summative assessment to a continuous practice of assessing 
formatively 

•	 To shift the focus of reporting from achievement to learning progress 
•	 To reduce an over-emphasis placed on Common Assessment Tasks 
•	 To have a clearer understanding of student’s placement along various VC continua 
•	 To be able to clearly articulate and plan to meet the learning needs of students to progress 

to the next level.
We look forward to providing more updates on our proposed changes to the Middle School 
Assessment Policy as we move into second semester. 

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn Student Services News

Congratulations on your transition back to 
school

On behalf of the Student Services team we 
want to recognise the positive transition 
students and families have made back to 
face-to-face learning. With students being 
away from campus for just over nine weeks, 
their return has certainly reenergised and 
reignited the heart of what make’s Balwyn 
High School such a wonderful community. 

Students returned to school with a short 
wellbeing program targeted at: growth mind-
set, flexible thinking and silver linings as a 
result of the remote learning experience. 
VCE students engaged in a wellbeing 
assembly and provided a resource study 
pack including: pens and pencils, stress ball, pencil case and a clear water bottle that can be 
taken into exams. 

As we continue with the theme ‘over the rainbow’, I want to take the time to recognise the 
significant work of the student wellbeing captains and ambassadors and the Student Services 
Team who supported the community so graciously and effectively during the remote learning 
period. 

Hamish Anderson 
Director of Student Services  

Enjoy Life. Enjoy School. Laugh Lots.
Laughter is the best medicine – So they say! 

It is fun to share a good laugh, but did you know it can actually improve your health?

Humour strengthens your immune system, boosts your mood, diminishes pain and protects you 
from the damaging effects of stress. Nothing works faster or more dependably to bring your mind 
and body back into balance than a good laugh.

Try it; it’s fun, it’s free and it’s easy to use

Laughing is infectious. When we hear someone having a great big belly laugh or chuckle we can 
help but feel happy. We tend to smile and laugh when we see something amusing or hear and 
good story but laughter needs practice. If you at home on your own try a forced unnatural belly 
laugh and see how you feel after it. It is as beneficial as a natural, instantaneous 
laugh. Feel the brain’s happy juices (Endorphins, Serotonin and Dopamine) 
being spread throughout your body. You feel better after a good laugh. 
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/mental-health/laughter-is-the-best-
medicine.htm

Jeff Lampard
Chaplain

 

http://
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The Importance of Students having a great Resume

        

It is a very good idea for all students right from Year 7 to start generating a Resume. Resumes will 
be required for all of the following:

•	 Work Experience in Year 10
•	 Part-time employment through high school and into the future
•	 Scholarships and direct applications into many courses at university and TAFE
•	 Applications for leadership positions both at school and at the tertiary level
•	 Voluntary work placements
•	 Industry placements and global study tours at university and TAFE

 
A Resume is an important record of each student’s major achievements, skills and qualities.
Each year students can continue to add new achievements and life experience to their Resume 
so that when they need a professional Resume, most of the hard work has already been done.  
Each year the Resume will look increasingly more impressive as new achievements, awards and 
experience are added.

There are many Resume templates available. Students simply need to find one that appeals to 
them. Here is a link to some great templates:  youthcentral.vic.gov.au

In this website, students can look under ‘Jobs and Careers’ to find ‘Applying for a job’.  There are 
some great sample Resume templates here for students.

Some tips for a great Resume
•	 Always be honest with everything recorded. Falsifying or greatly exaggerating a skill, 

particular achievement or award is never acceptable. Honesty is essential not because of 
the risk of being caught but because it is the right thing to do.  If students are caught out 
– and there is a high chance they will – they will certainly not be getting that scholarship, 
that place in the course or that part time job. They will also not be relaxed during the 
interview as they will be worried about their deception being discovered. Honesty really 
is the best policy at all times and in all situations.

•	 A great Resume should have no spelling or grammatical errors. Students should ask 
parents/guardians to proof read their Resume before they send it out.

•	 A Resume should not be too lengthy.  Essential information and achievements should 
be outlined concisely.  People are busy and need to be able to see strengths and 
achievements quickly rather than having to read a lengthy document. Research shows 
that most people initially spend little more than six seconds looking at a Resume. So 
students have to grab the attention of a reader very quickly.

Return to page 1
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•	 If students list qualities or skills, they should always give brief examples of how they have 

developed these.
•	 Referees are people who can be contacted to speak on behalf of students and to 

recommend them.  Students should always make sure they ask someone before listing 
them as a referee. They should also ensure that contact details for referees are accurate.

•	 Students should also double check that their own contact details are accurate. An incorrect 
phone number or email address could mean that they miss out on being interviewed.

•	 Students need to think carefully about how professional their email address will look 
to prospective employers or university selection staff.  Adamthepsycho@gmail.com is 
probably not an address that will impress tertiary staff who are selecting students for 
Medicine, Law or any course for that matter. Students need an email address that won’t 
embarrass them or give a bad impression.

•	 Students should consider adding a photo to their Resume. This is becoming increasingly 
more popular.  But they must make sure it is a professional photo and presents them in 
a good light.  It is not advisable to be wearing a clown suit or to have gothic makeup. A 
professional looking photo is always best. 

How can parents help?
It is easy for students to forget or overlook important achievements, qualities or skills that other 
people see in them. Encourage your teenagers to ask friends, family members, teachers and 
other trusted contacts to tell them what they see as their major…

•	 Strengths
•	 Qualities
•	 Achievements
•	 Skills 

Once students get started, generating their Resume and keeping it up to date is a great feeling. 
It boosts self-esteem and students are ready to impress with a really professional Resume 
whenever they need it. Parents can encourage their teenagers by reminding them to update their 
Resume at least twice a year. It is easy for students to forget about an award they received in a 
previous year if this isn’t documented.  
Do check that your teenager has a personal email address that isn’t confronting or silly. First 
impressions are important.

Parents can also help teenagers by talking showing them recent Resumes they have used 
at work. Above all, parents can help enormously by encouraging their teenagers to seize all 
opportunities to live life to the full. Students develop invaluable skills and qualities by participating 
in opportunities available in and out of school. Some students apply for a leadership position 
at school three years in a row before they are successful. They may apply for four part-time 
jobs before they are successful. Going through the process of preparing for the interviews is a 
wonderful learning experience in itself.  Students gain experience in approaching and handling 
a professional interview and gain greater confidence each time they put themselves out there.
Parents can also encourage their teenagers to consider finding a part-time job. While it is 
important that students do not work too many hours in a part-time job while in high school, the 
self-confidence they acquire from working is priceless. They acquire countless personal, life and 
employability skills.  And these all look fantastic on that Resume.

Erin Shale 
Careers Learning Area

        

Return to page 1
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News from Humanities
Education Perfect Humanities Championships
It is time for the annual Education Perfect Humanities Championship. We achieved some excellent 
results in last year’s Championships and we need your help to improve on them this year. 

Entry is free and you earn points for yourself and Balwyn High School by learning and revising 
curriculum content. 

Students complete any Humanities and Social Sciences resources and activity on EP to earn 
points towards the competition. This includes Geography, Geography Skills, History, History 
Skills, Economics and Business, and for students in Australia - Civics and Citizenship. This also 
includes all our new resources such as our World War I, World War II and Industrial revolution 
Units. By learning and revising curriculum-aligned content on EP students amass points and 
prizes will be awarded for students with the most points. 

The EP Humanities Championships begin 16 June 4 pm AEST, and end 23 June 4 pm AEST.

To access the competition, simply login to Education Perfect while the competition is running, 
Click on the Competitions tab in the Student Zone, choose the EP Humanities Championships 
and click on compete.

Return to page 1
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 National Blood Donor Week 2020 – Thank You Presentation

The Balwyn High School Lifeblood Team is a true representation of generosity and selflessness 
to helping save the life of others. 

Last year, almost 1.5 million blood donations were given. To celebrate our Lifeblood Team’s 
efforts, the Blood Bank are inviting members to a virtual ‘thank you’ presentation during National 
Blood Donor Week (14 – 20 June).  

If you would like to join the Balwyn High School Lifeblood Team, simply follow these instructions. 
All members of the Balwyn High School community are welcome.  

Date: Thursday 18 June
Time: 11.00 am – 11.30 am

Join: Next Thursday at 11am, please click HERE to join our Microsoft Teams live virtual 
presentation

Content: Inspirational video stories, “Convalescent Plasma” explained and learn about Blood 
Drives and Challenges 

RSVP: No need to RSVP, simply click on the link below when it’s time to join. Feel free to share 
this link with members from your team or colleagues who are considering joining and BYO a 
cuppa and bikkies!

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities

Return to page 1
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Enter The Natonal History Challenge!
The National History Challenge is a research-based competition for students. It gives students a 
chance to be a historian, researching world history, examining Australia’s past, investigating their 
community or exploring their own roots. The 2020 theme is Contested Histories. 
Figure depicts contested histories - the invasion vs colonisation debate of Australia

To enter you need to create a submission about the theme and how it relates to History. You could 
create an essay, a 3D model or another creative format. The choice is yours!  

You could win: 

•	 Up to $1000 in prize money
•	 Travel and Accommodation to a National Presentation in Canberra

Open to all Year levels. Please feel free to explore the website below to find out more as ask 
your History teacher. If you would like to enter please email jgi@balwynhs.vic.edu.au first to 
register your interest. Expressions of interest must be submitted by the 31 July. Website - http://
historychallenge.org.au/contest-information/teachers-how-to-enter/

Jane Gibson 
Assistant Director of English and Humanities 

Return to page 1
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2020 ICAS Competitions
Balwyn High School is again running the International Competitions and Assessments for Schools 
(ICAS) competitions for students in Years 7 - 10. ICAS Assessments are online assessments, 
designed to recognise and reward academic excellence. The assessments are based on the 
curricula for the relevant year. Students are asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated and 
thorough level of learning. 

This year ICAS is offering the following competitions and students can participate in as many as 
they desire:

• Science

• Digital Technologies

• English

• Mathematics

• Spelling (Year 7 only) 

These tests provide an opportunity for students to gain valuable experience in an individual 
setting. All students will receive a Certificate of Achievement for their student portfolio. Participating 
students will be required to solve a set of problems.

Due to staff availability and current social distancing requirements, each test will have a maximum 
number of students that can participate. Competition dates, payment details and maximum 
numbers of participants will be confirmed shortly and advertised via Compass New Feed.

We hope to see you there!

Mr Carswell, Ms Cheng, Ms Chua & Mr Lee
ICAS Competition Organisers

CSEF
Parents may now be eligible for CSEF payments in Term 2 due to a change in circumstances.  
The applicant must be one of the following:

1. A parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is: 
• on the first day of Term 1 or the first day of Term 2 an eligible beneficiary of either a 

Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
• an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card; 

2. A temporary foster carer; or
3. The parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid 

concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support 
Pension Card).

The parent/carer must submit an application to the school prior to the end of Term 2.

Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable is:
• $125 for Primary school students.
• $225 for Secondary school students.

If you would like to apply for 2020 please email the school balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 
and we will email you the application form.

Return to page 1
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Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News
Special opening Thursday 25 June 3.15 – 5.00pm

Only clothes for sale to be dropped off this day. No items for sale.
We are situated in the Canteen in the Science block. Look for the signs.

Thank you to the school community for your support and patience during the last few weeks. The 
shop will be open Thursday 25 June from 3.15 pm to 5.00 pm solely for you to drop off freshly 
laundered clothes you wish to sell. Clothes will not be available to purchase on this day.

When bringing in clothes to sell on 25 June we ask that you please note the following;

1. Clothes need to be freshly laundered (in the last two weeks) and cleanly presented. A bit 
of TLC will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. We accept everything from small 
items like sports caps and scarves right up to blazers. You receive up to 70% of the sale 
price when your items are sold.

2. We will not accept clothes that are torn, stained or damaged. Any items unfit for sale will 
be disposed of. We also reserve the right to refuse any clothes unfit for handling.

3. A fully completed Seller Sheet (in this newsletter) must accompany items left for sale. This 
sheet and more details on selling clothes are on the school website. Click on ‘Chaplaincy’ 
under the ‘Our Community’ tab and follow the links to Second-Hand Uniforms.

Limited numbers of customers will be allowed in the canteen building at any one time. Entry will 
be from the north side of the canteen. There may be some delays and we ask that customers be 
patient as we adhere to the social distancing rules. The shop is run solely by unpaid volunteers 
who are going out of their way, during these difficult times, to provide you with this service.

Please do not come in if sick. Think of what is in the best interests of the entire school community. 
It would also be appreciated if only one person brings in clothes to sell.

Our shop will re-open in Term 3 for the purchase of uniforms. Updates will be posted on Compass.

Be careful when choosing uniforms as we cannot offer any refund or exchange on purchases. We 
accept cash, cheques or through Square we accept credit cards, EFTPOS and ApplePay (2.0% 
surcharge on Square transactions). Contactless transactions are preferred at this time.

For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.
vic.edu.au 

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School 

Return to page 1
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Date:

Bank name: Student ID (if applicable):

BSB: Account Number:
Postal address for cheque/statement

Postcode:
Email address (that will continue to be active even after student leaves the school): Phone:

Terms and conditions Uniform item/s
Blazer
Summer dress

Winter skirt
Grey Shorts

The Chaplaincy Uniform Shop supports you by selling your
uniform & forwarding you 70% of the proceeds. The Chaplaincy
Uniform Shop sells all items on commission of 30%.
If a cheque is issued a $2 administration charge applies.
Our preferred method of payment to you is direct debit. 
Payments are issued in February and July.
WE WILL NOT ACCEPT; Grey School 

 Anything with the old logo or not part of the uniform Trousers
 Items that are dirty, torn, have holes or stains White shirt with
 Blazers that have not been dry cleaned crest (short sleeve)

($15 will be charged if an item needs to be dry-cleaned, an White long-sleeved
extra 10% commission will be charged if mending is required) shirt
Uniform items may only be received at the shop during sale Green Jumper
hours and all items must be approved by a staff member of Navy VCE jumper
the shop. Pricing of the items is totally at the discretion of Green tie
the staff. Staff will price the uniform depending on the Navy VCE tie
quality so a little TLC at home may give you a better price. School bag
The shop staff will make every effort to ensure uniform PE sports shorts
items are protected from loss or damage. The shop accepts 
no liability for any theft, loss or destruction of, or damage PE sports polo
to the uniform items during the period that those items are
in its possession. PE tracksuit pants
You are welcome to reclaim your items at any time if unsold.
Items that are not sold after two years are donated to charity. PE spray jacket
By depositing your uniform for sale you accept the terms PE rugby top

and conditions of sale itemised above. PE sports cap
Personal information included on this form is securely Navy scarf
stored and will only be used for correspondence regarding Other
sale or collection of second-hand goods. Personal 
information for seller payments may be verified with BHS.
Signature of seller: Any queries please contact Andrea Vorlicek on

0408 178 341 or email 
secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au

CodeQty

Name as it appears on your bank account:

BHS CHAPLAINCY SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP SELLER SHEET

Size/s

__ __ __ - __ __ __ 

Office
Use Only

Return to page 1
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Year 12 Theatre Studies: The Laramie Project
Mr. Bartalotta’s Year 12 Theatre Studies class has been working extremely hard over the last two 
terms to present their senior play, The Laramie Project a moving and poignant real life story that 
addresses the brutal murder of openly gay teenager Matthew Shepard, 21, in the small town of 
Laramie, Wyoming, an incident that sparked national debate back in 1998. This play fulfils the 
students Unit 3 studies as they interpret a script during the three stages of production, planning, 
development and presentation. This SAC is worth 60% of their grade for Unit 3, so you can 
imagine the level of commitment these students have undertaken. 

Not only this, but the class led by their two directors Lilabelle Darvall and Matthew Robertson-
Cachia were then tasked with the difficult challenge of the current global pandemic and had to 
adapt the work they were doing to stage the play and turn it into a feature film. This meant that 
the students filmed monologues at home and for the three weeks before everyone returned to 
school, the students all got together in the David McGrail Theatre as well as the media room 
theatrette to use the green screen. They then edited the scenes they filmed at home. 

Their work has really paid off, as the class can now celebrate and cherish the brilliant work they 
have done. The film The Laramie Project will be available on ClickView for a limited amount 
of time from Week 11. The class, consisting of: Melina Barati, Christian Christoforou, Kate 
Cunningham, Lilabelle Darvall, Flo Harrison, Cindy, Li, Sam Nicolaou, Katelyn Quah, Rachel 
Ravi, Aryana Razdar, Matthew Robertson-Cachia and Jordan Walker all hope that you enjoy their 
filmed version of their senior play. 

Poster Design by 
Lilabelle Darvall

Return to page 1
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School Production: Legally Blonde JR
Last year, the school production team (Mr. Bartalotta, Ms. Alam, Ms. Duncan and Ms. Tunley) 
auditioned and cast 50 talented students to helm the 2020 production of Legally Blonde Jr. 
Rehearsals during Term 1 were well underway and the cast was making excellent progress. The 
cast, alongside the production team and the student production team (Kate Cunningham, Adele 
Karkar and Amalia Mylonas) were all working extremely hard during lunch times, after school and 
even some Saturdays. 

During this time, a poster competition was opened up to all students to design the poster that 
would feature all around the school with a prize being a $50 JB Hi Fi voucher. The production 
team is incredibly proud to announce that the winner of this poster is Aksithi Dayanand in Year 
11 and also a member of the cast. Congratulations Aksithi and thank you to those who entered!

Aksithi Dayanand

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

“Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”
Congratulations and thank you to the marvellous team of instrumental and ensemble conductors 
who  throughout this remote learning period were committed to connecting with the  instrumental 
music students to maintain the momentum and the high standards of excellence during these 
challenging times.

This connection was seen by a range of strategies being employed so the students were able 
to keep practising their instrumental and ensemble parts. Students were recording their music,  
completing learning tasks, listening and performing through WebEx lessons and rehearsals, 
watching videos of instruction and performance techniques through ClickView, gaining peer 
feedback, to name a few of the strategies employed during this period.

The students from all year levels are now back at school and once again the ensembles have 
needed to adopt a range of strategies to ensure best hygiene and safety practices are in place.

The ensemble rehearsals have not stopped at all during this term and the ensembles are now 
back rehearsing before and after school to prepare for our concerts in Terms 3 and 4. The 
students are so keen to perform together once more and it is fantastic to hear the ensembles 
rehearsing through the G Newitt Music Centre.

 Bravo music team!

Year 7 Instruments of the Orchestra
This term Year 7 students were asked to create an orchestral instrument as part of their unit on 
Instruments of the Orchestra. Students have shared their reflection and their creation of a musical 
instrument below.

 My inspiration for this instrument was the 
double bass. By cutting holes in the sound 
box to create vibrations in the air, along with 
making sure the strings were tight by utilising 
the bridge, I have created an instrument in 
which you can pluck the strings to make a 
loud and resonant sound. While making 
my instrument, I experimented with various 
techniques such as having contrasting 
thicknesses to the individual strings and 
creating sounds of lower and higher pitch, as 
well as using different 
materials to construct 
it. Overall, I have learnt 
a lot about how string 
instruments are built 
in order to produce 
multiple sounds.

Zenia Adnan 
Year 7

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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My instrument was inspired by a guitar and is part of the string family. It makes sound 
by plucking or strumming the rubber bands. I tuned it by changing the tightness and 
length of the rubber bands. Some things that I experimented with 
when creating my instrument were: my use of equipment, such as 
using rubber bands, cardboard box, and changing the length of the 
rubber bands to change the pitch. During this experience, I have 
learnt to use my ears to tune my instrument and how vibrations create 
sound and change pitch. It has been fun to use my instrument to sing 
along with and to use it to compose a counter melody to songs we 
have learnt in remote learning.

Asha White 
Year 7 

Music Scholarships 2021
The Music Scholarships 2021 are to be held in Term 3 with the finals scheduled for Wednesday  
26 August. This is always an exciting event and showcases our students at all levels. The details 
related to the auditions and entries have all been posted on News Feed and available through the 
Music Office. We wish all students every success for the auditions and finals.

We wish all students a safe and relaxing holiday and look forward to a wonderful term ahead of 
music making!

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

Music

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Spotlight in Science

Year 12 Biology
Year 12 Biology students have been using stopmation to share their understanding of the 
adaptive immune response. Reflecting on the activity, Serena Yang says: “Making the stop-
motion animation was an immersive experience, allowing us to visualise the mechanics of 
antigen presentation rather than reading the material from a PowerPoint or textbook. Mimicking 
the process ourselves helped to solidify my understanding of the topic.”

Year 10 Analytical Science
Year 10 Analytical Science students have been designing and constructing rollercoasters as 
part of a STEAM task. Students are using kinematics and dynamics theory to determine the 
kinetic energy of a marble from potential energy, to calculate theoretical velocity from this kinetic 
energy, and to balance centrifugal and weight forces as marbles navigate loops and spirals. 
Arthur Yeung writes “…at the top of the loop, when you are completely upside down, the gravity 
and centrifugal forces push in opposite directions with near equal force, therefore, you may feel 
almost weightless”.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

Thinking creatively

Nine matchsticks form three equal rhombuses. 

Move four matchsticks to get five equilateral triangles.

Edition 8 Solution
1. The farmer brings the goose across the river first (if he leaves the goose alone, it will 

either eat the beans or be eaten by the fox).
2. The farmer brings either the fox or the beans across and leaves the other one alone.
3. Now the farmer has two items on the other side of the river, including the goose. If he 

leaves the goose again, the same problem will occur. So, the farmer must bring the 
goose back to the other side.

4. The farmer brings the other item back (either the fox or the beans) and leaves the goose 
alone again. The fox and the beans are now on the other side of the river.

5. The farmer returns and brings the goose across the river again.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Sport

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport and Sport 
Education

Welcome Back!
Interschool Sport
It is wonderful to have our buildings and grounds full of students again, so a big sporty welcome 
back to you all. Many of you have indicated that you are keen to get back to playing sport, both 
at school and at Interschool levels. 

School Sport Victoria has only just released their updated plan for the resumption of 
School Sport. You can read about this on their website. https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/
NEWSCoronavirusandschoolsport.aspx 

At our school and Boroondara Division levels we are working out what this means for us in 
terms of what we can schedule, reschedule and facilitate. We are keen to run as many sports as 
possible and to involve as many students as possible. We recognise however that there will be 
some restrictions on team numbers and play conditions in some sports due to current Health 
considerations. 

As soon as details of the Sport competitions on offer are finalised we will inform everyone and 
swing into action. This is all depends of course on our community remaining healthy, and the 
directives of the chief Health Officer and DET. 

Jane Is Ready!
Jane Diazikis has been Sport Secretary at Balwyn High for 13 
years. She is the administrative powerhouse and the friendly, 
cheerful face in the Sport Office. You probably have received 
many communications from her regarding sport activities and 
permissions in the past. Jane loves her job and loves supporting 
the students and staff who are involved in the Interschool Sport, 
Sport Education and Physical Education programs at the school. 
She takes incredible pride in her work, whether it be in the 
production of the endless lists and forms, responding to parent 
and student enquiries, packing kits or ensuring our specialist 
uniforms make our teams look really good. Jane shares in the 
excitement, joys and disappointments of every competition 
facilitated by the Sport Office. 

Now Jane is ready to weave her magic again when the sport light goes green. We feel that this 
will be very soon, and we hope it stays green as well.  

Here is Jane in the ‘back office’ making sure the uniforms are set to go! 

Thanks Jane for making us all look good!

Sport Education and Physical Education
Sport Education and Physical Education classes have resumed under some modified conditions 
and activities that put maintaining student and staff health in clear focus. Students are very 
understanding and have embraced these changes to handling equipment and modified or 
alternate activities really well. It is great to see and hear students having fun with their friends and 
peers in a group active setting after so much time completing remote learning physical activities, 
largely in isolation.

We encourage all students to wash their hands before and after class, and especially thoroughly 
before eating, use hand sanitiser and to purchase and wear inexpensive cotton gloves when 
playing table tennis, badminton or hockey.

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Sport

House Competitions

During remote learning, students were able to involve themselves in a number of House 
competitions. These included baking challenges, running challenges and Kahoot challenges.

A big shout out to our House Captains for organising all of the challenges and for supporting 
their peers.

We had many students who got involved in the challenges. A favourite was the baking challenge 
with many students finding their creative insights and having lots of fun.

Shown below are a couple of our students baking creations.

We are very much looking forward to continuing with House Sporting competitions and other 
activities and competitions where students can have fun, show their talents and score valuable 
points for their House.

Ms Dusanka Devic
House Coordinator

http://
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Online Lunch Ordering is Here!
Register at

boccafoods.com.au
No Queues

Easy online payments
Order until 9:00am on the same day

Registering is easy. Simply go to www.boccafoods.com.au
     

     And complete the steps below…

1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete all relevant details for yourself. This will ensure that we have a way of contacting you should it be required 

for any reason
3. Select Canteen Orders
4. Select “I am a parent”
5. Select a School
6. Select the “ADD STUDENT” 
7. Complete the details for your child, ensuring you select the correct school for your child and be sure to fill in their year 

level and class information.
8. Complete any relevant Dietary Requirements that will ensure the food provided to your child meets their specific 

needs.
9. You can add multiple children by selecting the “Add Student” button at the bottom of the screen
10. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering.

•	 Select the day you would like your order to arrive first.
•	 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch for your child up 

to 9:00am the day it is required.
•	 Students have been given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card as 

identification.
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