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Welcome to Term 3 – And the Challenges continue
2020 continues to challenge us as we navigate the insidious Coronavirus and a ‘second spike’ 
that has affected Victoria in recent weeks. I sincerely trust that all of community members were 
able to enjoy some relaxation and good times with family and friends over the recent holiday break 
before Melbourne was plunged into lockdown again last Thursday.

As we have watched the daily media conferences from the Premier and the Chief Medical Officer, 
it has been obvious that we are far from defeating the threat of COVID-19. The implications of this 
have meant that we have returned to a very different term to what we envisaged when we left on 
holidays on Friday 26 June. With our VCE students attending onsite for their classes from Monday, 
being temperature checked daily, and with our Years 7 - 10 students on an extended holiday break 
this week, and to return to Remote Learning until at least 19 August, each and every community 
member will need to play their part to keep everyone safe, connected, positive and successful 
over the next 10 weeks.  

We have learnt much from our experiences from last term. Our planning this week for our VCE 
students, and for Remote Learning, has been informed from the feedback we received from 
students, staff and parents and I am confident that we will again provide a rigorous and rich learning 
program for all year levels. I thank our exceptional teaching staff for the care and dedication they 
have shown to ensure that students’ learning and wellbeing will continue to be prioritised over this 
period.

Term 3’s Pillar of Learning is ‘Learning to Do’. No matter what transpires in terms of onsite 
attendance, or large numbers of students learning from home, we will again look to innovative 
ways to celebrate, reflect and demonstrate this Pillar with a series of virtual and onsite events, 
competitions and activities that connect our community. Our wonderful students deserve nothing 
less.

A Wing Reopening – Wonderful facilities for our students and staff
We are absolutely delighted with the end result of the A Wing Refurbishment that opened on 
Monday for students and staff. Following on from the stunning B and C Wing rebuild, this $1.5 
million project was also entirely funded from our own financial reserves. I wish to especially 
acknowledge the outstanding work and support of my Facilities Committee – Andy Corr, Maggie 
Bozinis and Chris Greig - and our fantastic School Council as we managed and completed the 
project. Given the state of finances in many government schools, this significant investment for our 
school community is a marvellous outcome.

•	 The new VCE Centre will accommodate Julien Escurat (Director of Senior School), Liz 
Broadbent (Assistant Director), Will Hilder (Senior School Administrative Assistant), the 
VCE SLWMs – Paul Gear, Ally Cerni, Michael Trytell and Amy Lawson - as well as the 
Careers Hub with Erin Shale and Gemma Slussareff.  It is a fantastic space for our Year 12 
students who thoroughly deserve some good news this year. This will be complemented 
by a VCE Silent Study Room in the old B19 classroom.

•	 Grace Yin, Sharon Mu and the International Students have now been provided with an 
enhanced Centre as well as a dedicated office and meeting area. We are especially thrilled 
for Grace given the success of our International Program and the huge financial input that 
this program has provided to benefit all students and staff.

•	 The old VCE Centre will now be known as the Centre for Professional Learning and I will 
proudly host a range of school visits, meetings, PD and forums in this superb space.  

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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•	 Adjacent to the Centre are three Strategy Rooms which will be multi-purpose. As well as 
the old Careers Office, these rooms will be used when we host external PD opportunities 
as break-out areas, but will be booked for small group meetings and team planning.  

•	 New student and staff amenities have also been provided as well as the recarpeting of the 
area immediately in front of the Library.

The project was brilliantly scoped by Brand Architects, program managed by Sensum, with works 
completed by Ayjay Constructions. I could not be more proud of these facilities for our students 
and staff.   

School Council – Naming of B and C Wings
At the June School Council meeting, Grant Roberts, School Council President, outlined the next 
stage of the process, including the significant criteria, for the naming of our new buildings. A 
subcommittee has been formed – President, Vice-President (Wendy Kessler), Treasurer (Chris 
Divitcos) and an additional Parent Representative (Annette Subhani). They will shortlist from the 62 
entries I received at the end of last year and present their recommendations to Council in August.  

The official opening of the named buildings will hopefully occur by early next term. Although it 
has been an entirely self-funded project, there will be significant interest from both Region and the 
Department of Education to attend the ceremony so we will be in communication to coordinate 
our preferred dates.  It promises to be a highlight of an otherwise very challenging year.

Deborah Harman
Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principal

Accessing VCE Semester 1 reports 
Years 7 – 10 parents were able to access their son/daughter’s Semester 1 report through 
Compass from 4.00 pm Thursday 25 June, 2020. 

VCE reports will be available through Compass from 4 pm Friday 17 July.

Semester 1’s VCE reports are different to previous year’s reports.  Due to remote learning, last 
semester’s school assessed coursework will not be scored and only graded as Satisfactory, Not 
Satisfactory or Not Assessed. If a learning task undertaken during Term 1 or at the end of Term 
2 (i.e. while students attended school) was scored, relevant information can be found in the 
Learning Task on Compass. 

A component of the school’s VCE semester report is an assessment of a student’s ‘Approaches 
to Learning’. For Semester 1’s report, an extra ‘Approaches to Learning’ section has been 
added to assess learning while students were in the remote learning phase. An explanatory 
rubric to the ‘Approaches to Learning’ assessments is available on Compass/Community/School 
Documentation/Whole School Policies.

If any parent is unable to access their Compass account, please contact the Registrar on 9862 4106. 

NAIDOC Week

In 2019, the final professional learning day for staff was held on Monday 4 November. For most 
of that day, all staff participated in a CUST session. CUST stands for Cultural Understanding and 
Safety Training. The CUST session was delivered by Alice Young, a Koorie Engagement Support 
Officer from the Koorie Engagement Unit (Department of Education – North Eastern Victorian 
Region); Aunty Irene, an Elder; and Chris Hume. CUST training as outlined in the Marrung 10 
Year Plan (2016 -2026) is a method to assist educators and schools with helpful information to 
provide a clearer understanding on the cultural issues and boundaries that affect Koorie learners 
attending mainstream services. One of the main aims of CUST is to make sure schools are 
culturally safe and inclusive for Koorie learners and families in the future.

A major task instigated at our CUST planning day last year was to create a Cultural Inclusion Plan 
which outlined a calendar of both curriculum and co-curricular activities. This was completed 
earlier this year with the assistance of the Heads of Learning and other specific staff. One of the 
notable events on the calendar is NAIDOC Week (National Aborigines and Islanders Observance 
Committee) which was to be celebrated this week. However, with the current lockdown restrictions, 
this has been postponed to 8 – 15 November.

Return to page 1
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Subject Selection
With the majority of our students participating in remote learning during much of Term 3, we will 
be implementing innovative strategies to ensure that students and parents are able to complete 
the subject selection process with as much information as possible. Whilst the subject selection 
process itself is able to be completed online, it is important that student and parents access all 
of the supporting information.       

This year we will be replacing our information evenings with online resources including video 
resources to support the handbooks for Senior and Middle School. All students will be provided 
with an opportunity to meet with a course counselor and discuss their 2021 subjects. We always 
encourage students to select subjects that they enjoy, they are good at and assist with their post-
secondary school pathways. 

Flexible and Remote Learning Arrangements for Years 7 - 10 students
Teaching teams have used this week to prepare a high quality program and we have made some 
small changes based on feedback from all members of the community regarding our Term 2 
program. Students can expect to touch base with their teachers at least one time in the lesson, 
if not twice, and students will submit at least one piece of work per subject each week. We know 
that our community is ready to meet the challenges that come with learning remotely. Using the 
wellbeing strategies that were provided by Student Services in Term 2, and will continued to be 
provided this term, can help to maximise student learning in these times; research shows that 
there is a strong link between learning and wellbeing.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Term 3 is an exciting and busy time of the school year for Senior School students. Year 10 students 
start their Semester 2 elective subjects while VCE students consolidate Unit 2 and 4. While the 
current restrictions have affected some of our school events, the students have responded well to 
the adaptations implemented by the school, such as the virtual assemblies at the end of last term. 
In Term 3, we will continue with a number of initiatives to maintain co-curricular events which are 
pivotal to the students’ learning and sense of connectedness. In particular, the process of Course 
Counselling, leading up to students selecting their 2021 subjects, will continue next week with 
virtual versions of the Year 10 Careers Expo and the Year 11 Careers Day.

2021 Subject Selection Program
The process of Subject Selection for 2021 has commenced for Senior School students. The 
choices that students make at this point in their secondary education can have a great influence 
on their future education and many factors should be considered during the process. Such 
factors include career aspirations, aptitude and interest, Year 12 subject and tertiary course 
prerequisites as well as creating a program which allows for flexibility in future choice. During 
this time of decision making, it is important that students discuss their aspirations with parents.

Before selecting their 2021 subjects, it is essential that students gather as much information as 
possible on subjects on offer in order to make the best possible decisions. All subjects offered 
at Balwyn High School are described in the Senior School Handbook which is now available on 
Compass. Students are also recommended to access VCE Study Designs which are available 
for every VCE study on the VCAA website and the list of tertiary prerequisites available on the 
VTAC website. 

Following from the Course Counselling of Year 10 and Year 11 students which started in Term 
2, students will be required to select their 2021 subjects via an online portal in August. They will 
then need to print a hard copy of their selections, which will be signed by their parent/guardian. 

Year 11 students will participate in the Year 11 Careers Day on Wednesday 29 July. This event 
will give students the opportunity to research university and career pathways as well as develop 
their skills in resume writing and interviewing. The Year 11 Careers Day is designed to assist them 
in making Year 12 subject choices with a greater understanding of the requirements of future 
careers and tertiary course prerequisites.

This term, Year 12 students will begin the selection of their Victorian Tertiary Admissions Council 
(VTAC) preferences. Applications on the VTAC website will open on Monday 3 August. 

Further details specific to each year level will be communicated via Newsfeed and emails. We 
encourage all students and families to check these regularly and to seek advice early if any 
questions arise.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

The last weeks of Term 2 were a welcome reunion for a number of students (and teachers). 
That coupled with a few weeks of school holidays hopefully has steeled our resolve for another 
bout of flexible and remote learning. There is no question, we would prefer to be back in the 
classroom but we have the benefits of having been through this alternative approach to teaching 
and learning before. We can reflect on what worked well for us and what adjustments need to be 
made to move from surviving to thriving.

This time, all teachers are on site with easy access to resources, classrooms and teaching teams. 
This affords us the opportunity to move to a synchronous teaching model that will see all lessons 
start in WebEx. Teacher will use this time to mark the roll, explain the learning intentions and 
success criteria for the lesson and set some achievable goals for students to complete over 
the next 45 minutes. At this time, students will go off to complete their tasks with most teachers 
checking back in at the end of the lesson for a plenary session. This will be a time to review 
the learning intentions and success criteria, go through model answers, participate in a short 
class discussion and/or complete exit tickets or short reflections on the learning. This ‘top and 
tail’ approach to each lesson will give students the structure, instructions and feedback they 
need and will avoid the situation of students having to work late into the day to meet their work 
requirements. In addition, students will only be required to submit one piece of work per subject, 
per week and can expect some sort of feedback to help them track their own progress. 

These changes along with the more frequent contact with teachers should result in students feeling 
a greater connection with their learning. A synchronous model, along with an understanding 
that everything takes longer to complete when doing it remotely should ensure a manageable 
workload for all students.

Term 3 is our ‘Learning to do’ term. This pillar of learning focuses on exercising autonomy, valuing 
initiative and resourcefulness and encouraging flexibility, adaptability and resilience. There is no 
greater opportunity to develop and reflect on these values than now. As we did in Term 2, we will 
come out of this next period of flexible and remote learning having grown in some way – and we 
will do so by leaning on each other, approaching our challenges with optimism and taking the 
time to be kind to ourselves.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Middle School SLWMS

Deanna Pattieson

Year 7

Emily Bourke

Year 7

Gareth Evans

Year 8

Rosie Hilder

Year 8

Kathryn Ballintine

Year 9

Nam Nguyen

Year 9

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn News

Being positive about the future - A Thought from Student Services
Throughout Term 3, students and their 
families across Years 8  to 12 will be involved 
in subject selection for 2021 and discussions 
on post-school pathways. This is a time of 
significant conversations, decision-making 
and, for some people, worry about the 
future.

Goal setting is an important skill for all of 
us to practise and refine as we grow and 
experience changes and challenges in 
our lives. We encourage all students to 
remember that there are so many different 

ways to achieve your goals, and so many pathways to take you there. Sometimes, obstacles or 
setbacks to goals may provide an opening to a different path or a new direction (beyondblue, 
2018).

While it is important to make considered and well-researched decisions about subject choices 
or post-school pathways, it is equally important to focus on the journey and the skills you are 
developing through your everyday learning and interactions with people around you.

We really encourage you to pay attention and give priority to the following ‘senses’ during this 
time of choice and thinking about the future – they may help you to build confidence in your 
decision-making, and build trust in the future you are creating for yourself!

•	 Sense of self-worth: Understand your qualities, your strengths, and your personal 
attributes. Recognise that you are valuable because you are you; you are unique, and 
there is no one else like you in the world. Encourage yourself to try new things, to meet 
new people, and to really enjoy life. Support you to get through tough situations, and to 
pick yourself up and try again if things don’t work out as you’d hoped.

•	 Sense of control: Believe you have the skills and ability to cope with changes and 
challenges. This helps us to manage impulsive responses and feelings of frustration, 
anger, stress and anxiety.

•	 Sense of belonging: Working out where and with whom you feel valued, needed, and 
accepted; feeling that our beliefs are valid and that our efforts are worthwhile.

•	 Sense of purpose: Being shaped by things you believe in and value – your own personal 
code of behaviour. A sense of purpose helps you live by those values, whether it is being 
a good friend, helping others, keeping healthy, improving your community, looking after 
your family or travelling the world. This can change as you grow older, as you learn new 
things about the world and about yourself, and as you meet new people and experience 
new things. What is important is being able to identify the things that matter to you.

•	 Sense of future: Your vision about times to come. It motivates you to set goals, make 
plans, and look ahead with hopefulness. A sense of future gives us motivation to 
undertake less pleasant tasks now in order to enjoy greater rewards in times to come. 
And it helps us to remain hopeful, even in the face of unexpected challenges.

•	 Sense of humour: Your ability to understand and enjoy amusement, and to make others 
smile and laugh. It is also your ability to see the lighter side of situations and of yourself. 
In short, it’s your ability to experience and share joy and laughter in a positive way.

For more information about the benefits of these senses, or how to strengthen them, visit https://
www.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-places/secondary-schools-and-tertiary/senseability/download-
sensibility

Student Services Team

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Proposed Cost Changes For Some Tertiary Courses
Education Minister Dan Tehan recently announced that the cost of some tertiary courses may 
change for 2021. Courses in areas such as Maths, Agriculture, Teaching, Nursing, Engineering 
and English may fall while the cost of courses including Arts/Humanities, Law and Commerce 
may rise. There has been the expected flurry of media responses to this announcement and this 
will undoubtedly continue. Understandably, students are already asking for advice about these 
proposed changes.  

2020 has been a challenging year for our students and they have risen to this challenge and 
made us proud of them.  It is important that we continue to support them and encourage them 
to put these proposed changes to university fees into perspective and to forge on undeterred. 
In essence, even if the proposed cost changes go ahead, students should not change career 
direction based upon financial incentives or disincentives. With the HECS scheme, the cost of a 
tertiary course does not have to be upfront. Students can defer this until they secure employment 
and their earnings reach $46,620.  At this point, they start repaying their HECS debt via PAYG with 
a small percentage of each salary being deducted to pay back the HECS loan. Over their working 
life, the proposed cost increase is negligible. However, if students 
sacrifice a preferred course because of the higher cost of this course, 
they actually short-change themselves. This is a very high price to 
pay.  

The main message students need to hear is that they should continue 
to follow their hearts in choosing courses and careers and not be 
swayed by cost. “Do what you love and success will follow. If you 
are passionate about your course, you will love your time in tertiary 
studies and you will find your way into a rewarding career.” 

The Advantages of Students Having Part-Time Work

Successfully landing a part-time job can be a transformational experience for teenagers. Earning 
some money and feeling a sense of achievement in even landing a job can be a wonderful 
experience for a young person. However, there are many more advantages to consider.

                                  

1. Finding part time work is not easy: Teenagers often have to apply for ten or more jobs 
before they are successful and we need to tell them that this is okay. Students learn 
how important determination and persistence are. They also realise that having an up-
to-date Resume really is important as well as knowing how to face up to what can be 
a formal interview. Most applications require students to list referees. It is interesting to 
see students starting to think about which family friend, teacher or SLWM would be able 
to recommend them and speak about their qualities and skills. Already students have 
gained enormously from the process of starting to find part-time work.

Return to page 1
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2. Increased maturity and interpersonal skills - In most work situations, young people are 

trusted to carry out duties and they quickly learn how great it feels to earn real trust. This 
is a wonderful self-esteem booster. Working also involves being able to get along with 
other people and clients who can at times be quite difficult. This can be a completely new 
learning experience for teenagers and can help them begin to think about other people 
and their unique experiences. For example, students who have worked or volunteered in 
Opportunity Shops have spoken passionately about how life-changing it is to meet less 
privileged people. They have a deeper appreciation of what life has already given them 
as well as a stronger social conscience.

3. An opportunity to make new friends - Having friends outside school is another 
confidence boost for teenagers but can also be a great buffer if there is a falling out with 
friends at school. Once again, teenagers also learn how to get along with peers from very 
different backgrounds and circumstances.

4. Time Out from study - Having a job to go to is a great stress reliever. Students can enjoy 
the challenge and fun at work and forget about studies for a while. This can be a time to 
unwind and recharge energy for studies. Even students in the final years at school can 
benefit from having this ‘Time Out’. However, it is important that students do not work too 
many hours. It would be counterproductive if work meant that studies suffered.  

5. Greater independence - Working helps young people become more independent. If 
possible, teenagers should travel to work and home independently. Being responsible for 
getting ready, dressing appropriately and getting to work on time are valuable lessons.

6. Learn the value of money - Nothing helps teenagers appreciate the value of money 
more than working for it themselves. Suddenly they understand why parents were so 
upset when that new school blazer was lost.

7. Gain a Resume highlight  - A part-time job is gold on a Resume. It instantly puts students 
in a special category because future employers and tertiary staff know much is gained 
from working.

8. Insights into career - Part-time work can help students discover their dream career. It 
can also help them eliminate a career or realise the importance of finishing school so that 
they can get a better job. 

9. Learn great new skills - Working helps young people acquire invaluable new skills such 
as how to make coffee, telephone technique, teamwork skills, interpersonal skills, time 
management and punctuality.

10. Develop better communication ability - Working almost always involves speaking to 
adults as well as same-age peers. Many young people are great communicators around 
their friends, but find it difficult to hold a conversation with adults. Working helps teenagers 
overcome this hurdle and helps them perform much better in future interviews.

Finally…

Working helps young people grow up in many ways. Rather than having a sheltered view of the 
world, they meet people from all walks of life and interact with other young people from different 
backgrounds and experiences. They learn to appreciate what they have been given as well as the 
advantages they can gain from putting a greater effort into studies. 

Return to page 1
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Importantly, being able to self-manage, make new friends and communicate 
with a wide range of people increases young people’s chances of transitioning 
successfully into tertiary studies. They have the maturity, independence and 
interpersonal skills required to adjust to the new demands of the tertiary 
environment. Part-time work clearly gives young people far more than pocket 
money. The life and employment skills they gain as well as higher levels of 
social and emotional intelligence are priceless. 

Erin Shale
Careers Learning Area  

Interschool Debating Online Success
Balwyn High School teams of Years 11, 10 and 9 students have successfully competed in online 
interschool debates. In the last two weeks of Term 2, Balwyn High School was represented by four 
teams -  Nicole Lim, Anika Guladi and Angelina Kwok; and  Zac Miritis, Derrick Ch’ng and Vrishin 
Gandhi at Year 9; Isabelle Oh, Sarah Zhang and Sujay Sharma at Year 10; and by Julian De 
Marco, Lucy Bui and Aadil Sajid Bavakunji at Year 11.  Our debaters competed against teams from 
Melbourne Grammar School, Strathcona Baptist Girls Grammar, and two teams from Northcote 
High School.  The quality of the debates was exceptional – the work of talented and committed 
debaters in all four schools – and it was satisfying to see three of the debates awarded to Balwyn 
High School. We are very proud of all our students and give special congratulations to Zac Miritis 
and Julian De Marco who were judged best speakers.  
In fact, every debater in each school did well. They had to master presenting their ideas to the 
camera and engage, and respond to, their remote audience. Our teams chose to debate between 
4.00 pm  and 5.00 pm from school rather than from home. Each event went so smoothly. So the 
interschool debating program will continue – especially now that we know we have confidently 
managed the technology. So onwards! 

Michael McNamara
Jan Stent

CSEF
Parents may now be eligible for CSEF payments, extended to 24 July 2020

due to a change in circumstances. 
The applicant must be one of the following:

1. A parent/carer (of the relevant student) who is:
• on the first day of Term 1 or the first day of Term 2 an eligible beneficiary of either a 

Centrelink Health Care Card or a Pensioner Concession Card; or
•     an eligible beneficiary of a Veterans Affairs Gold Card;

2. A temporary foster carer; or
3. The parent/carer of a student who is 16 years or older and who holds a valid 

concession card 
(such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability Support Pension Card).
The parent/carer must submit an application to the school before the 24 July 2020. 

Provided the above conditions are satisfied, the amount payable is:
•     $125 for Primary school students.

•     $225 for Secondary school students.

If you would like to apply for 2020 please email the school balwynhs@
balwynhs.vic.edu.au and we 

will email you the application form.

Return to page 1
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Our School Zine - A reflection of our school community’s creativity 
Some assume that a school like Balwyn High School is not creative. This could not be further 
than the truth. One could point out the hundreds of students involved in the arts at our school; 
those who learn a musical instrument, sing or do subjects such as Art, Photography, Media, 
Drama or Creative Writing; those involved in clubs such as the Comic Club and Art Society; and 
the many students who compete in music, dance and writing competitions. And, if one looks 
beyond traditionally ‘arty’ subjects, clubs and competitions, it soon becomes clear that there is 
creativity happening right across our school. 

When I recently asked my Year 7 English class about 
their favourite creative moment this year, they selected 
moments not only from Art, Music and English, but also 
examples from their Physical Education, Tutorial and 
Science lessons, as the following response illustrates: 

“There was this one moment in Term 1 where I used 
creative thinking to solve a problem. We had to 
separate salt and sand when they were mixed together. 
I was thinking about the problem and realised I could 
look at it from a different perspective. My group and I 
ended up mixing the salt and sand into water. The salt 
then dissolved into the water, so when we drained the 
water we were left with sand. To get the salt from the 
water, we put a Bunsen burner under it and evaporated 
the water so we were left with salt. It was creative 
because we challenged ourselves and thought about 
the problem in a different way.”

Some of my Year 7 students have contributed to the 
second edition of the zine, as have students from across 
not only Year 7, but also every year level. Students have sent in astrophotography, poetry, digital 
art, sculptures, short stories and much more. Some of their pieces are responses to COVID-19 
they have created at home and some are responses to school activities created while students 
were learning remotely last term. Also, for the first time, this edition contains contributions from 
teachers.

The second edition of our Zine will be shared with the school community today via Compass 
Newsfeed and this eclectic edition, although it contains only a small sample of work from across 
our large school, beautifully reflects both the diversity and creativity of our community.

Jen Jones
 Director of Pedagogy and Learning Specialist 
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News
News from Humanities
University Fee Structure Proposal

As you may be aware, the Federal Government has proposed changes to HECS fee structures 
to courses. This includes large fee increases in the Creative Arts, Law, Economics, Management, 
Commerce, Humanities, Society and Culture, Communications and Behavioural Sciences. Under 
this proposal, courses in Engineering, Science, Maths, IT, Architecture, Allied Health, Agriculture, 
Teaching, Clinical Psychology, English, Nursing and Languages would be reduced. 

The rationale is to encourage students to enrol in courses where employment is expected to 
grow. OECD research disagrees with this stance. The OECD Future of Education and Skills 
2030 research identifies three transformative competencies in education for future employment: 
creating new value, reconciling tensions and dilemmas, and taking responsibility. Their key 
points state:

•	 “Students need to acquire three transformative competencies to help shape the future we 
want: creating new value, reconciling tensions and dilemmas, and taking responsibility.

•	 When students create new value, they ask questions, collaborate with others and try 
to think “outside the box” in order to find innovative solutions. This blends a sense of 
purpose with critical thinking and creativity.

•	 In an interdependent world, students need to be able to balance contradictory or 
seemingly incompatible logics and demands, and become comfortable with complexity 
and ambiguity. This requires empathy and respect. 

•	 Students who have the capacity to take responsibility for their actions have a strong moral 
compass that allows for considered reflection, working with others and respecting the 
planet.” (Source: http://www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/teaching-and-learning/
learning/transformative-competencies/)

It is through studying the Humanities that students acquire these transformative competencies. 

Furthermore, as reported by The Age, June 20, 2020: 

“The Academy of Social Sciences in Australia calculates that two in three CEOs of ASX200 listed 
companies have a degree in the humanities, as do 62 per cent of government senior executives 
and 66 percent of Federal Parliamentarians….Yet it can be hard to forecast where jobs will come 
from. A similar study for the previous five-year period found no difference in employment growth 
between STEM and non-STEM.

What is certain is that the critical thinking, awareness of social 
complexity and communication skills which are honed by 
humanities subjects are vital in life…The value of humanities 
is however not just about some fluffy concept of personal 
growth. In a modern economy where services dominate 
employment, humanities skills are needed in marketing, 
justice, management, health delivery, government and 
entertainment.”

As our students learn in Civics and Citizenship from Year 7, 
this is merely a proposal; it cannot take effect without passing 
through both the House of Representatives and the Senate. 
We do not anticipate that the proposal will be passed.

Image courtesy of Parliamentary Education Office (peo.gov.
au)
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A reflection from our Ned Lindenmayer, School Captain 2020

“Over my time at Balwyn High School, I’ve engaged with a variety of 
different subject areas. Initially, in Years 7 and 8, I proudly called myself 
a ‘science student’, focusing on mathematics and scientific subjects as I 
found them to the most interesting. However, as I began to engage with 
the expansive and interesting world of humanities, I became drawn to - a 
pattern which has continued all throughout my high school experience. 
Even now, five out of my seven VCE subjects fall under the umbrella 
of humanities - with the other two being English subjects that assist in 
constructing arguments. As a result, the recent increase in the cost of 
humanities degree has been particularly frustrating to see. The foundation of a civilised society is 
the pursuit of not just empirical knowledge, but of a profound understanding of societal concepts 
which inadvertently influence every aspect of life. The study of sociology, political science and 
philosophy give us the capacity to see where our prejudices impact the pursuit of knowledge and 
where we can improve as a society. Humanities is more than just an intellectual indulgence, it is 
the very crux of what makes society consciousness and thoughtful.”

Education Perfect Humanities Championships
It was wonderful to see so many students from Years 7 – 10 enthusiastically take part in the 
Education Perfect Humanities Championships.

We have built on last year’s success to achieve even greater results this year. Balwyn High School 
came second out of all Victorian schools in the 1001 – 2500 students category and fourth overall 
in the State. We achieved fifth place globally for schools in the 1001 – 2500 students category, 
eighth overall in Australia and sixteenth overall, globally. 

We are particularly proud of our individual award winners.

. 

Elite Award and came 38th globally
Jun Chen

Year 7

Gold Award and came 89th globally
Jaiden Chow

Year 7

Silver Award and came 186th globally
Antonio Barraco

Year 7
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Congratulations to all students who have worked so hard on building their skills and knowledge 
in Humanities over this period. 

Parliament Prize

Students are invited to submit a video of a 90-second statement they would make to Parliament 
if they were a Member of Parliament. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to share their 
opinion about issues that affect our community.  

What is a Member’s Statement?

During sitting weeks, Members of Parliament get the opportunity to make statements on matters 
of interest and concern to them. Often that includes matters arising in their electorates that they 
wish to bring to the attention of Parliament. The maximum time allowed for such statements is 90 
seconds per member. You can see what members speak about during Members’ Statements by 
looking at Hansard, which is the record of what is said in Parliament.

Entries are now open for the 2020 Parliament Prize competition for Victorian school students in 
Years 7 to 12. Students who wish to enter can submit their video via the website, where there is 
more information about the competition and the entry terms and conditions. 

Visit https://vicparl.news/ParlPrize. 

There are cash prizes available for students and schools. Entries are due by Friday 14 August 
2020. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities 

Bronze Award
Binuk Sathurusinghe

Year 7

Bronze Award
Jun Im
Year 7

Bronze Award
Karthik Vallamsetty

Year 7

Bronze Award
Aleez Lakhani

Year 7

Bronze Award 
Ming Zhang

Year 7

Credit Award
Alexander Joseph

Year 7
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Diary Extract
The following extract from Margaret Mary Lineen’s diary reminds me that fire and disease haunt 
our history; that family and friends help us to endure; that we are innovative and resilient; and that 
there is always reason to be thankful. Margaret was 14 years old in 1919.

“My Irish uncle Mick and auntie Bridge…took me back to Melbourne…St Kilda…. This was 1919 
and the Spanish Flu, was raging in Melbourne. The Exhibition building and many big buildings 
were being used as hospitals & we wore a piece of wet blanket wet with formaline over nose 
and mouth when we went out. News then broke that Melbourne was to be quarantined – a wire 
(arrived) from Jack Lineen (my dad) that he would meet the Forrest train on Monday – (and to) 
have me on it. 

“Mick (my brother) met me at Forrest… (and) meant to board me at the hotel close by. No way 
would they take anyone coming from Melbourne, so Jack (my dad) got busy – forked branches 
for legs – sapling sides and a mattress of chaff bags and I was comfortable and happy with them. 

“Our next move was out to Mc Namara’s house next door to Jack’s (dad’s) original home while 
we worked every day at preparing it for the family’s return after 14 years in Killarney. 

“February 19 a great fire some distance away. …they were away for hours (and) came back with 
the news the house + all were burnt. We went up as the wind was blowing the fire further on and 
saw all they had saved stacked on the burnt out area – the sitting room suite and his clover seed! 
I remember the cooked plums in the tree. 

“About nine p.m. the wind changed suddenly and it was rushing our way – (we) gathered a 
few things… (and with a) wet blanket over our nose plus mouth as a shed near the track was 
burning…dad opened the big gate slapped the two horses & said “Save yourselves”. Mick (my 
brother) wasn’t with us for an anxious few minutes – he had doubled back to grab his hat – his 
first man’s hat! 

“At the bottom of the hill we Knelt by logs and said the rosary in thanksgiving then went on 
through the night. …Mick and I made dad a cup of tea while he tossed out on the grass. I thought 
his eyes were affected by the smoke but when I grew older I realised his heart was broken.”

One year later, in 1920, Margaret completed her Merit Certificate and obtained a teaching 
scholarship. After secondary school, she taught at State schools from Portland to Powlett River 
where she rode her horse Sally to school each day. She married Joe Ryan in 1940, and raised 
five children, who in turn had 14 grandchildren, including me.

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics and Science

Margaret Mary Lineen

The Lineen Family
1932
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Welcome back!
Term 3 will certainly be a different one for the music program in 2020. In the past we have    
competed in competitions, festivals and of course presented our wonderful Winter Concerts for 
the school community.
We are committed to maintaining the program through WebEx and onsite lessons whatever the 
future holds, however the main focus is for our students to be connected and to instil the passion 
and commitment to keep playing, keep practising, keep motivated to enjoy the love of learning 
and playing music.

The Music Captains over the course of Term 2 provided the school community with a Music 
Newsletter which has received wonderful feedback from students and staff.

Please find a reflection from Rugi Pillai on her instrument, the Euphonium.

The Euphonium
The euphonium - more commonly referred to as the “oh wait, isn’t that a tuba?”- is a brass instrument 
that derives its name from the Ancient Greek word ‘euphonos’, which means “sweet-voiced”. 

While it gets teased for essentially being a tuba ordered in 
size XS, the euphonium does in fact have characteristics that 
distinguishes it from the tuba. For example, the euphonium 
has half the length of tubing of a tuba, and hence sounds 
one octave higher. This means that the euphonium has a 
rich, warm tone that is not too shrill or too dark, and, for 
this reason, the euphonium is often known as the cello of 
the concert band, as euphonium players can look forward 
to playing exciting countermelodies, harmonies and more! 
Furthermore, and most importantly, the euphonium weighs 
much less than the tuba, so while you get a decent workout 
carrying it, I can guarantee that it is less of a hassle carrying 
around a euphonium than a tuba.

Below are some famous pieces which feature the euphonium:
Carnival of Venice – Niccolo Paganini (played by Steven Mead)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsLrT3qsnAg

Rhapsody for Euphonium – James Curnow (played by the Tokyo Kosei Wind 
Orchestra)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jynhJ8CHCT0

Colorado – Joseph DeLuca (played by Thomas 

Gusewelle)https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CuzEo_O-lCM 

A Strings: Term 2 rehearsal reflection 
Arriving back at school with my instrument felt comforting and reassuring 
as I would be able to see the smiling faces of my ensemble. Despite the 
different rules for our rehearsal, I was definitely able to enjoy playing with 
my cohort and listening to the harmony of our instruments. It was a new 
experience playing as a band, but it was even more memorable because 
we could understand all the social distancing rules and spread joy with our 
music. Overall, our first rehearsal was an exciting experience despite social 
distancing rules.

Nethmi Sumanasekara 
Year 7 

Rugi Pillai
Year 12
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AMEB Practical Examinations
Instrumental music teachers have now finalised students who will be presenting for the Australian 
Music Examinations in Term 4. The payment for these examinations needs to be finalised through 
the parent portal by Friday 24 July. We wish all students every success for these up coming 
examinations.

VCE Music Performance
Last term the VCE Music Performance Unit 3/4 class held a small soiree, these performance 
opportunities are so vitally important as the students are now working towards their final 
performances in Term 4.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Year 11 Psychology
Unit 2 – Area of study 1 What influences a person’s perception of the world? is underway. Within 
this area of study we explore the process of sensation and perception, and learn about the 
structures and associated functions of the eye. As part of this, students created a model of the 
eye, identified key structures and explained their function.

Year 10 Analytical Science
La Montagne Russe

Our Analytical Science course explored a range of ways we can apply the knowledge we have 
learnt in numerous classes throughout the past semester and nothing has made this more 
evident than the STEAM task we were given at the end of Term 2. 

After our assessments during remote learning, we came back to Analytical fresh and ready to 
start our next project, which included building, designing and learning how to analyse and make 
a roller coaster without the aid of electrical wiring or power. It was more so a task to test our 
initiative and knowledge in making something that already existed in real life but in a room like 
our classroom.

What I learnt from this magnificent task was how to think like a real engineer, whose job is to 
improve and analyse gadgets down to their fundamentals and principles. We learnt how to 
differentiate the ‘scientific method’ and the ‘engineering process’ as we have learnt both concepts 
throughout the term. Using this ‘engineering process’, we were given a worksheet to brainstorm 
our ideas, fill in our blueprints and measure our prototypes, testing our roller-coaster through 
dozens of trial runs with marble balls given to us as ‘cars’. It was enjoyable to work with our 
friends towards building our rollercoaster from scratch.

http://
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In conjunction towards testing and building our roller coaster using the materials we were given 
(retort stands, clamps, rubber wire and a cup), we also had to make an impromptu presentation 
to our teacher explaining our thought processes while making this roller coaster, 
its name, its dimensions and how fast the marble accelerated/decelerated. 
We also needed to explain why the marble moved in such a way referring to 
Newton’s laws of motion, which is a critical application skill we need to fully 
understand in order to design a functioning roller coaster, which is not only fast, 
but also safe to ride.

What a great task to wrap up Science for this semester, I hope you all enjoyed 
reading my reflection on my experience!

Nicholas Khong

Year 10

Year 7 Science
The last Science lesson for Semester 1 had all of 7S buzzing. This was understandable, as we 
were about to complete our first EVER dissection as a class! 

We entered the science lab, full of excitement and some nerves. We were ready to get started, but 
first, we had to learn the fundamentals of the anatomy of a heart. Sheep hearts have four chambers, 
just as humans do. Some aspects of a sheep heart we discovered were the 
left atrium, the right atrium, bicuspid valve, tricuspid valve and the septum. 
Then, after snapping on gloves, putting on aprons and forming groups of 
three, we were given a sheep heart. We all stared in fascination at what 
was in front of us, and soon, we were ready to create our first cut. While my 
group was exploring the parts of the heart and gawping at everything new, 
we discovered something fascinating. The heart muscles were so strong it 
took all our strength to cut through them! Overall, this heart dissection was 
a very enjoyable and enriching end-of-term activity. 

Samaira Maheshwari
Year 7
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Thinking creatively
Using numbers 1 to 7, fill in the circles so that each row of three numbers adds up to 10. Each 
number can only be used once.

Edition 9 Solution

http://
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The canteen will be open for over the 
counter service and 

online lunch ordering from 20/7/20
Register at

boccafoods.com.au
No Queues

Easy online payments
Order until 9:00am on the same day

Registering is easy. Simply go to www.boccafoods.com.au
And complete the steps below…

1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete all relevant details for yourself. This will ensure that we have a way of contacting you should it be required 

for any reason
3. Select Canteen Orders
4. Select “I am a parent”
5. Select a School
6. Select the “ADD STUDENT” 
7. Complete the details for your child, ensuring you select the correct school for your child and be sure to fill in their year 

level and class information.
8. Complete any relevant Dietary Requirements that will ensure the food provided to your child meets their specific 

needs.
9. You can add multiple children by selecting the “Add Student” button at the bottom of the screen
10. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering.

•	 Select the day you would like your order to arrive first.
•	 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch for your child up 

to 9:00am the day it is required.
•	 Students have been given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card as 

identification.
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