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Student Commitment – On and Offsite
Term 3 is always another very busy term at Balwyn High School with senior students completing 
much of their coursework before examinations next term and for the career/course counselling 
and subject selection processes that will unfold over coming weeks.  

Our onsite VCE students have been exceptionally purposeful, collaborative and determined. The 
VCE centre is the new hub of the school and is being used brilliantly by students from before 
to after school.  Individual study, study groups and consultations with SLWMs and Erin Shale 
(Careers), are common sights and we could not be more delighted with the way students have 
embraced and appreciated their new environs.

Our second iteration of Remote and Flexible Learning began last week for our Years 7-10 students. 
Feedback received from staff, students and parents has provided strong endorsement of our 
approaches that have been informed by our experiences last term. Our students have been 
committed, engaged and have stayed strongly connected with their teachers and peers.  But we 
have missed our students onsite. We are hopeful that the current dire circumstances that Victoria 
finds itself with COVID-19 improves quickly, so that we might welcome our students back to the 
campus so that we can be a whole school community again.

Planning for 2021 - Leading Teacher Appointments
After three years as our outstanding Director of Student Services, Hamish Anderson will move to 
the role of Director of Middle School next year.  I wish to congratulate Hamish on his successful 
application to this critically important role on behalf of our school community, and thank him for his 
fantastic commitment to the students, staff and families of Balwyn High School. I also pay tribute 
to the wonderful leadership of Andy Smith who has held the Middle School role for the past three 
years.  Andy is stepping back from this position to work more closely with staff around curriculum 
design and assessment.

Chris Cafiso, Learning Specialist and Assistant Director of Student Services,  has been appointed 
to the newly developed portfolio as Director of Physical, Sport and Outdoor Education and will 
also take up his new role in the new year.  This is a very exciting time for our staff and students 
but does mark the end of Rob Handreck’s fantastic 22 Years as the Director of Sport and Sport 
Education.  Rob’s passion and commitment was formally and publicly recognised with the naming 
of our sports field in 2015. Rob will maintain a role in working with students, student coaches and 
staff in interschool sport competitions and representation next year.

Hamish, Andy and Chris all began their leadership development as part of my Leadership 
Development Program which I have run since 2009, and they have previously taken up 
opportunities in student management and curriculum leadership prior to stepping up to these 
very senior roles in the school.

Balwyn High School champions building the leadership capacity of both staff and students and I 
am delighted that so many community members vie for the highly coveted roles that are available 
as part of our leadership profiles.  

I will look forward to further 2021 selection processes this term for the Director of English and 
Literacy, two Learning Specialist positions, as well as two new Heads of Wellbeing (Middle and 
Senior School) who will take over from Hamish’s Director of Student Services position. We will 
then move to appoint our 12 Student Learning and Wellbeing Managers as well as a number of 
other leadership positions that will reflect the impressive distributed leadership profile that I have 
championed with the Principal Team. 

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Before the end of term, Louise Noonan, Director of Student Leadership and Voice, and I will 
commence the exciting processes for the selection of our student leaders for 2021 and I fully 
anticipate that again this year we will have hundreds of students applying for the various year level 
positions.

Leadership is alive and well at Balwyn High School and the school is the richer for it. Most certainly 
our school theme this year embodies the attributes needed for aspirant and incumbent leaders 
– ‘Creativity, Integrity, Persistence’. I will keep the school community updated as more of our 
appointments are made in our upcoming newsletters.

Deborah Harman
Principal

Andrew Smith Hamish Anderson Rob Handreck Chris Cafiso
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principal

Use of ICT during Flexible and Remote Learning Period
As outlined in previous communications, both in the last edition of the Lion as well as in posts 
to students and parents on News Feed, students are required to sign in to each of their daily 
lessons at least once using the WebEx platform. This attendance serves a number of purposes. 
Firstly, it allows teachers to mark attendance. Secondly, and more importantly, it allows students 
and teachers to maintain a sense of community; whilst this is a virtual community, it is as close 
as we can possible get at this time to the sense of community we work to build every day during 
onsite learning. This sense of community is built through respectful interactions, both about the 
skills and content being explored and learned as well as through the wellbeing activities that take 
place during the lessons. So many of our teachers and students report that being able to see the 
faces of those in their classes lifts their spirits and makes them feel more connected, hence the 
importance of students having their cameras on. 

At this moment, there is no escaping the use of technology to keep our community 
connected and learning. Conversations are taking place each day between teachers and 
the leadership team about the importance of supporting students to use their devices in a 
respectful, purposeful and responsible manner and we encourage parents to also have these 
conversations. The ICT Acceptable Usage Policy is signed by all students on enrolment 
and this policy is accessible by both students and parents through Compass. Parents are 
encouraged to use this document as a basis for conversations about the everlasting nature 
of digital footprints and the development of the skills needed in order for our students to be 
responsible digital learners.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals

Update COVID-19 Precautions
It certainly is a challenging time in all schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic and Balwyn High 
School is no different. Nonetheless, staff and students are to be commended in the manner 
in which they are conducting themselves. The temperature checks each morning are being 
completed in an orderly and cooperative manner and students have been excellent in complying 
with the mandatory wearing of facemasks. Staff and students are working in the classrooms 
and yard to implement as much social distancing as possible.  We are also continuing with 
additional cleaning and sanitising around the school as well ensuring the availability of sanitister 
in classrooms.    

We are aware that in cases where schools have had to close this has been done at extremely 
short notice and access to the site has been unavailable for some days. For that reason our 
teachers and students are being encouraged to take their learning and teaching materials home 
at this time and only bring what they require each day.     

We will continue to provide timely information to our community via Newsfeed should there be 
any updates to the current situation.  

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Year 10 Virtual Careers Expo
On Thursday 23 July, Year 10 students participated in the Virtual Careers Expo which provided 
an opportunity to further engage with tertiary courses, career pathways and employment skills. 
This event marked an important stage in the process of subject selection which started with 
the Course Counselling survey completed by all students. Many thanks must go to Erin Shale, 
Elizabeth Kurien, Bruce McLaverty, Eliza Broadbent and Rein Kivivali for their work in arranging 
this wonderful opportunity online. The Year 10 Information Video, which outlines the process of 
Subject Selection, is also now available for parents and students.

All students who will be in Senior School next year should now consult the 2021 Senior School 
Subject Handbook with their parents before they finalise their subject preferences in August. The 
handbook provides an outline of the Subject Selection process and information on all Year 10 
and VCE subjects offered at Balwyn High School in 2021.

The Monash Scholars Program
Each year, Monash University selects high achieving secondary school students to participate 
in the Monash Scholars Program. The program offers to selected students an opportunity to 
engage in a range of activities and events which will develop their insight on university life, define 
personal aspirations, build network and enhance skills. 

Monash Scholars partner schools are generally eligible for up to three places in the program and 
we are pleased that five students from Balwyn High School were selected to join the Class of 
2020-2022. We congratulate Parnia Shaban, Tarrant Bettiol, Levin Kunniardy, Hendrick Lin and 
Nathan Lee from Year 10 and SEAL 1 as the successful applicants.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

We have a week of remote learning under our belts for Term 3 and the reports coming back from 
the SRC are that students have adapted well to more frequent WebEx lessons and less frequent 
Compass learning tasks. Students are to be congratulated for making these adjustments. There 
is no question that a synchronous model with a greater adherence to the Compass timetable 
will benefit the majority of Middle School students. While some definitely preferred having more 
control over their day (with later starts if they chose), the increased contact with teachers and 
the consequential management of workload is a worthwhile trade off. Teachers are working hard 
in their teams to deliver stimulating, largely self-contained units of work that make use of online 
tools like Microsoft Forms, Education Perfect, Stile, Padlet and more. Our focus this term is on 
providing students with a greater amount of meaningful feedback on their progress. In some 
cases, this will involve individual, personalised comments from teachers, class-room discussion 
of model answers or structured exercises requiring student self-reflection on their work and a 
determination on where to next.

The Year 9 into 10 subject selection process takes on a different look and feel this year. In lieu 
of assemblies, parent information evenings and subject expos outlining the structure of the 
Year 10 course we have provided detailed information via News Feed followed up by a guided 
presentation for Year 9 students in their tutorial classes this week. Students will need to enter 
their subject preferences for 2021 no later than 10 pm Sunday 9 August. Students will be sent 
a subject selection interview time for Monday 10 to Wednesday 12 August to be conducted via 
WebEx with senior members of the teaching and leadership teams. In that time, we will have an 
opportunity to discuss pathways and the impact of the Morrisby Career Assessment Report on 
subject choices for 2021. Parents are encouraged to join us for these interviews.

In Week 6, our current Year 8 students will make their subject choices for Year 9 in 2021. 
Information about the structure of the Year 9 course will be sent out later this week. Year 9 is 
the first year students have some real choice in their subjects with up to four different electives 
making up their subject selections for the year. We look forward to providing more information 
about these options and the discussions to follow.

Finally, it was very nice recently to see a large number of Middle School students coming in to 
collect books and other materials from their lockers. Everyone seemed in great spirits and should 
be congratulated on the calm and orderly way they went about their business. We still have a 
number of resources for some students to pick up for particular elective subjects. In some cases, 
teachers have gone to the trouble of creating lovely little packs with materials (paintbrushes, 
paints, paper) or workbooks with activities. If you have been contacted by your teacher to pick 
up a pack, and you have not done so already, you can come any day between 1 pm - 3 pm via 
reception to collect your resources.

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn – A Message from Student Services

Mental Toughness through COVID-19
Being stuck in lockdown can drain your energy, so it’s 
more important than ever that you keep your mental 
health top-of-mind. 

Here are six things you can personally check on a 
weekly basis and track on this easy-to-use template, 
so over time you can determine when and how you 
can take action for your wellbeing.

1. Feelings 
Set an alarm on your phone, or a reminder in your 
calendar, so at a set time each week you can quickly 
do a check-in on how good you feel on a scale from 
0 to 10 around your mental fitness. 
It’s normal for these scores to go up and down, but if 
you notice the scores remain very low, then it’s time to prioritise your mental health.

2. Body
Notice any tension in your body, like tight shoulders, chest, or jaw? You might be feeling stressed.  
Other signs include dryness of the mouth, difficulty breathing, and a racing heart. Keep hydrated, 
find opportunities for exercise (consider reviewing the Balwyn High School of Wellness videos on 
ClickView) and maintain healthy eating habits.

3. Sleep
If you’re constantly struggling to get to sleep, waking up in the night or earlier than usual, and 
finding it difficult to get back to sleep, these are signs your mind is unable to switch off and relax. 
Set a routine leading up to sleep, this could include: having a warm shower, camomile tea, or 
reading. If you struggle to get to sleep in 20 minutes, perhaps engage in stream of consciousness 
writing. Speak with Mr. Anderson should you need more support around sleep.

4. Thoughts
Are you always worrying about the worst-case scenarios? Wondering if things will ever get better 
or if you will be able to cope? 

Focusing on these kind of ‘what if’ scenarios can be unhelpful. Try to limit them as much as 
possible by reviewing growth mindset strategies. Instead of saying ‘I can’t do this’, try saying ‘I 
can’t do this… yet’.

5. Reactions/behaviour
Every day brings challenges; How we deal with them, shows how we’re coping. If you find yourself 
frequently snapping at those you love, finding it extremely difficult to focus, or always depending 
on things like food to cope, it is time to prioritise your mental wellbeing. Review the self-care 
strategies we promote at school. Prioritising your own self-care, particularly during challenging 
times will improve your mental fitness and capacity to support others.

6. Check-in buddy
Remember that you’re in physical isolation, not social isolation! Choose a check-in buddy, such 
as a friend, partner, or colleague, who you can keep in touch with online. Schedule in some 
online socialising to catch up on what’s been happening, and encourage each other to be honest 
about how you’re coping. 

This information was developed by the Black Dog Institute. There are a number of great 
resources on the website to support families and staff during remote learning and COVID-19.
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/news/your-personal-mental-health-check-in-for-lockdown/

Hamish Anderson 
Director of Student Services 

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Your-personal-mental-health-check-in.pdf
https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/news/your-personal-mental-health-check-in-for-lockdown/
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Library News
Have you seen the Library SharePoint page and Catalogue page lately? Both have been refreshed 
with new inspiration about fiction and research resources.  As always, there is access to online 
resources and a reminder about how to borrow eBooks. If you prefer books to eBooks and you 
are learning remotely, we are trialing a Click and Collect Service where you can request books 
and collect them at school. This has been very successful so far.

1. Reserve books through the Library Catalogue at home using the same process as usual. 
Normal limits apply (10 fiction, 5 non-fiction, 2 magazines).

2. Wait until you receive an email, then come to reception between 3.00 pm and 3.30 pm 
Monday to Thursday.

3. Tell reception that you are here to collect library books and they will ring the Library.  
Library staff will then deliver the books to you at reception.  You can return books at the 
same time.

4. You can keep the book for the length of remote learning – there is no need to make a 
special visit to return it. 

5. You can email librarysupport@balwynhs.vic.edu.au with queries

You can catch up on Library news each week by reading Fact and Fiction – the Library newsletter 
which is added to Compass News Feed on Mondays.

Student Librarian News 

During our short time at school last term, the Student Librarians came 
together and did a photo-shoot for Naidoc Week. Despite Naidoc Week being 
postponed, we found ways to show what Naidoc Week is and how important it 
is in the Library using books. I had an enjoyable time finally meeting the Student 
Librarians and learning new things about each other. Meththa Sumanesakara 
and I will be training the Student Librarians so you will have the best experience 
in Library when we return.

Vanessa Feng
Student Librarian Leader,

Year 10

Return to page 1
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Careers Faculty News
What are you going to be when you grow up?

Most adults will recall facing this question many times when they were children and teenagers. 
Our current students tell me that they still face this question from well-meaning parents/guardians, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and family friends. Many students talk about feeling anxious if they 
cannot provide a ready answer and are often under the impression that all other students can. 
The truth is that many students are in the undecided ‘boat’ and that is perfectly okay.  

          

Importantly, more than ever before, this is a question that students can justify not answering with 
any specific career…

A mature and nifty answer could be something like… “I’m still keeping my options open. There 
are so many fantastic careers to consider. And there are so many new and exciting careers we 
have never heard of are appearing every year…”

Held at the Swiss town of Davos this January 2020, ‘Davos’ was an invitation-only conference and 
the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) annual meeting for billionaires and business and political 
world leaders. An important focus of the forum was on employment, employability skills and 
careers of the future. ‘Here’s what you need to know about the future of work’ is a fascinating read 
and it can easily be found through Google. 

The findings of this conference are interesting. Yes, there will be rising automation and many 
careers will be replaced by state-of-the-art robotics and technology. However, while many careers 
will cease to exist, twice as many careers will emerge as those that may disappear. Now that is 
great news. Understandably, many of the new emerging careers have not yet even been named. 
Clearly, our students can confidently use internationally recognized reports such as this recent 
WEF report to justify not wanting to nominate any specific career/s at this point in their lives. 
There are simply too many exciting and evolving possibilities to make a choice at this point.  

An Additional reason to keep options open

Some students are happy to nominate a career they want to enter and this is great. However, I 
continue to encourage these students to keep researching emerging courses and careers. Keep 
other options open.  Keep an eye on emerging careers. To do otherwise, could result in students 
overlooking careers that may suit them even more than those they have already chosen. 

Help. I am interested in science, commerce, law and education…

Students with a broad range of interests can take heart. No, there is not the option of completing 
a triple degree. This is not an unusual careers question. (We do have incredible interesting 
students at this school.) So how can we solve this problem?  There are many ways to proceed.

Return to page 1
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Law and education can be completed as graduate courses after students complete one or two 
undergraduate degrees. (Many universities offer double degrees in science and commerce.) 
Student interested in science, commerce, law and education have an enormous range of 
possible career outcomes. Often they are unaware that many of these careers exist until half way 
through their undergraduate course/s or after a number of years in the workforce. For example, a 
student may eventually work as a genetic counsellor (A Master of Genetic Counselling is offered 
at the University of Melbourne), an actuary (after completing this major in commerce) or a lawyer 
specializing in medical law and medical litigation (after completing a Master of Health and Medical 
Law - offered at the University of Melbourne). The options are endless. 

Help. I like commerce but I don’t have a career in mind… 

This is a perfectly normal situation and again students should not be concerned. The same 
applies to students interested only in science, or only in arts with no specific career in mind. If 
students research major studies offered in a degree, they will enjoy it. As they sample majors and 
electives during the course, they will generally come across an area they fall in love with and a 
career or range of careers will materialize. Students may discover a love of microbiology in the 
second year of a science degree or a love of agricultural economics in third year commerce. 
Large degrees such as commerce, science, arts and information technology have many career 
outcomes and this is a positive aspect for students to remember.

Help. I want to be an ‘X’ but there are very few, if any jobs at the moment…

I have several fantastic Year 11 and 12 students in this exact situation. They have their hearts set 
on becoming commercial pilots. Yes, Covid-19 has radically altered current career prospects in 
the aviation industry, but this will not last forever. There are many highly experienced pilots who 
are approaching retirement age or who may elect to retire early due to the current situation in 
this industry. 

Above all, however, when students are passionate about a certain career, they will excel and have 
the determination and work ethic required to successfully land one of the few jobs available. 
This may initially require them to work in more remote areas of Australia or even to gain entry-
level employment overseas. Passion, hard work and determination can work miracles and 
students should not discard careers they would love because employment in these areas is 
competitive. I have known ex-students who have worked in Queensland as pilots, in the UK as 
interior designers, and in Asia as architects and lawyers because employment at the time of 
their graduation was difficult to obtain. All loved their time working interstate and internationally, 
and after gaining invaluable work and life experience, had multiple job offers in Melbourne and 
Australia-wide upon their return.      

Final advice…

Young people should not feel pressured to decide on a particular career at 
this early stage in their education. They should look optimistically at the 
many exciting opportunities already available while keeping an eye on newly 
emerging careers. Above all, they should follow their hearts and choose a 
course and career that genuinely interests them. To borrow from the Marie 
Kondo approach, they should keep what brings them joy!

Erin Shale
Careers Learning Area

Return to page 1
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News from Humanities
A Reflection on Learning – Year 9 Dollars and Sense
Balwyn High School provides students with the opportunity to study different electives for Year 
9. This gives students an insight into the subject and helps by giving them an introduction to 
VCE pathways. Choosing Dollars and Sense as one of my electives has helped me form a new 
understanding of the subject and has influenced me to study the commerce subjects in the 
future. Learning about Dollars and Sense is imperative because it allows us to learn fundamental 
life skills. In Dollars and Sense, we are given an induction into accounting which is an essential 
life skill because by managing your assets, you can preclude a financial crisis. 
Also, while learning about business management, students are taught about 
managing back accounts by playing interactive games that are enjoyable and 
educational. Furthermore, dollars and sense can open your pathway to VCE 
Commerce subjects while teaching you about real life situations that might 
challenge you in the future.

Himanshi Singh 
Year 9

Return to page 1
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VCE History Student Revision Lectures

The HTAV VCE History Examination Revision Student Lectures will be delivered as an online 
event this year making them even more accessible to all Victorian students and teachers 
whether located in metropolitan or regional areas. 
 
When: Sunday 6 September 2020
Where: ONLINE from the comfort of your own home
Registrations Close Monday 31 August 2020

Registration is available at https://www.htav.asn.au/eventsplus/event/student-lectures-
2020-revolutions

Modern History Seminars VCE Student Revision Day will be conducted via zoom on Sunday 
30 August from 9.30 am  –  2.30 pm. $35 including pdf notes. Register at www.moernhistory 
seminars.com

9.30 – 10.30 The Causes of Revolution 1896 – 1905 Special attention paid to Trotsky. 

10.50 – 11.50 The Causes of the 1917 Revolution, 1906 – 1917 Emphasis on Lenin and Leninism 
and examines the pivotal role of Trotsky in organising the October uprising in Petrograd. 

12.10 – 1.00 The Consequences of Revolution, 1917 – 1927. Discusses the leadership of Trotsky, 
the contribution of Dzerzhinsky and the presentation is tied to [primary source materials on state 
terror. 

1.30 – 2.30 The Consequences of Revolution, 1921 – 1927. Includes an evaluation of the 
significance of Alexandra Kollontai. Dr Brian Brennan, the presenter is an experienced teacher 
who has taught history in high schools and lectured in history at the University of Sydney. 

NAIDOC Bolt 4 Gold

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture 
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not 
only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all walks of life. The NAIDOC Week 
theme for 2020 is ‘Always was, always will be’.

A number of students and staff kept warm in the second week of the term break by participating 
in Bolt 4 Gold, in recognition of NAIDOC week which has been postponed until November 8 – 15 
this year. 

Return to page 1
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Ryan Tan - Year 12 
Running Captain 
Completed the week 
long challenge

Melvin Lee,  Year 8 
Completed 5 x 200m 
sprints

Louise Noonan (Director of Student 
Leadership and Voice) completed a 
21.5 km run

Dani Cantor (Director of 
Humanities) completed a 
7 km run

Amee Duncan (Teacher) completed 
a 5 km run

And a big thank you to Andrea Kew and Ryan Tay (Running Captains) for your promotion and 
support of this event. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities

Participants include:

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Music Scholarships 2020
The Music scholarships 2020 auditions are to completed over the next two weeks with the finals 
to be conducted towards the end of term. This is always an exciting event and showcases our 
students at all levels. The finalists will be announced in the next Lion and we wish all our students 
every success in the audition process.

AMEB 
Congratulations to all our students who are working towards completing an AMEB examination 
later this year. These are challenging times and we are very pleased to have a large number 
of students engaged and keen to complete these examinations. It is so important students 
remain focussed and keep up their practice to ensure the skills and growth is maintained on their 
instrument. 

VCE  Unit 3/4 Music students were recently asked why they chose their instrument when 
they started  to learn  in primary school:

Double Bass
It all began when I was five years old. My older sister had just started learning the cello 
and I thought to myself, what instrument could I play to be cooler than her? It was then I 
decided to make it my goal in life to learn the coolest instrument out there, the double bass. 
Obviously, it is near impossible for a tiny five year old to play such a large instrument, so 
my mum was persistent in making me wait a couple more years and in the meantime, she 
made me learn the piano. Despite holding off on becoming cooler than my sister, my burning 
desire to play the double bass was constantly fuelled by a family friend. Every time he came 
over, he always asked the question “have you started learning the bass yet?” and on certain 
occasions when we visited him, he would give me the old bass bows of great jazz double 
bassist Barry Buckley. This has brought me to where I am today having competed unit 3/ 4 
music performance and currently undergoing Unit 3/4 music investigation. Choosing to do 
Music as a VCE subject was easy for me as someday I wish to have a career as a double 
bassist. It is a very demanding subject but if you put the hard work in you will achieve the 
results you wish to achieve. 

Ella Evans,
Year 12, Music Captain

Violin
The creation of music is an alchemy between the musician and their instrument. Through the 
wide eyes of an eight year old, music was a language so elegant and sophisticated, it was a way 
of recounting the darkest moments in life and reimagining the sweetest seconds of memory. 
Maybe it was a sign of fate, or sheer luck, but violin was never my first choice of instrument. 
I was given an ultimatum in a primary school music class, to choose between a recorder or a 
violin. Holding my first violin, a quarter sized machine-made violin, it felt right in all ways possible 

because it gave me a voice, purpose and an identity that I have carried with 
me for 8 years.
That choice was fairly simple, but its consequences had a profound impact in 
the many years since that moment. From the absolute moments of euphoric 
joy to the instances where the happiness would crack and crumble, the 
violin had always been my voice and my steady companion, and for that 
I am undoubtedly grateful for that moment of innocent choice. Choosing 
violin for VCE Music Investigation was my way of saying thank you to the 
violin and a testament to the many composers and performers who all share 
in the fulfilling purpose and identity that playing an instrument gives you. 

Alyssa Wong 
Year 11

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Music

VCE Unit 3/4  Music Investigation Soiree
The Music Investigation soiree was held last week for our students as they are working towards 
their  final practical examination in Term 4. The soiree provided the students the opportunity to gain 
feedback from music staff and also to perform in the David Mc Grail theatre under performance 
conditions. These events are so important for the VCE students in both Music Investigation and 
Music Performance to gain the performance skills and confidence as they fine tune their program.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Spotlight in Science

Big Performances in Big Science
The Big Science Competition was held early in Term 2 for students in Years 7 to 10. We 
congratulate all students who participated in this National Competition. The following students 
received outstanding results and we would like to congratulate them on their achievements. 

High Distinction is awarded to students who achieve in the top 5% of students and Distinction is 
awarded to students who achieve in the top 15% of students. 

All students who participated will receive certificates at a later date.

High Distinction Distinction

Year 7 Zenia Adnan 

Zuben Khan

Polina Li

Zhanyi Li

Jeremy Liew

Zavier Lim

Haoyu Ma

Gilbert O’Shaughnessy

Mikhael Ong

Brooklyn Ridley

Matthew Yan

Rudraksh Bhardwaj

Anne Bui

Jun Xuan Chen

Jayden Choi

Erin Glazebrook

Matthew Huang

Oscar Huang

Kent Kolady

Yufeng Li

Jingxuan Liu

Akira Mieu

Ethan Wu

Kim Yan

Oliver Yap

Year 8 Lang Deng

Allan Liang

Elizabeth Ngodinhson

Shaween Abeyratne Weerasekera

Vicky Chen

Aryan Deole

Aashish Gulwani

Calum Moloney

Jennis Mridula

Junsen Shi

Year 9 Kai Yi Ong Zenan Chen

Tzeshwen Chong

Himalaya Joshi

Johnny Lin

Oliver Whitten-Ooi

Year 10 Levin Kunniardy

Leonard Winston

Nicholas Khong

Omar Salem

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

69th Science Talent Search
The Science Talent Search (STS) is an annual, science-based competition open to Victorian 
students. Founded in 1952, it is one of the longest running programs of its type in the world. One 
of the aims of STS is to “…promote the direct involvement of the students in the processes of 
science and its communication”. Responding to the 2020 theme of Deep Blue: innovations for the 
future of our oceans, Balwyn High School Year 9 student Himalaya Joshi has produced a short 
film for the Video Production Section of the competition.

For a preview of this short film, go to https://youtu.be/rl38TthFm8s

Himalaya Joshi reflects on creating his short film
I have entered a short science film into the annual 
Victorian Science Talent Search every year for 
three years in a row now, including this year. 
What I have produced this year would truly have 
seemed impossible to me a year ago. 

As I render my film to watch it for the penultimate 
time, joy fills me.

Clicking the export button for the final time, I feel 
an uncontrollable surge of achievement, as my 
journey for producing this film comes nearly to an 
end.

These, I believe, are the most exciting and rewarding aspects of filmmaking. After writing the 
screenplay, a filmmaker’s mind is swimming with numerous ideas, which have only yet been 
visualized. A filmmaker spends weeks visualizing how a film would flow, and after penning these 
ideas on paper, he or she starts producing the film, hoping that it would turn out exactly as 
planned. Hoping that it would match the screenplay. Hoping that the screenplay written on paper 
would come to life on the screen precisely as visualized.

When I wrote my screenplay, questions tugged onto my mind like spoilt children – how will I 
make 3D animations, when I’ve never made them before? Will this particular animation look 
exactly how I’ve visualized it in my editor? Most importantly, all these effects I’ve planned require 
professional software – like Adobe Premiere Pro – which I don’t even know how to use. Surely 
I’m in trouble, am I not?

As it turned out, after a week of receiving at least 50 highly-irritating ‘exporting’ and ‘rendering’ 
errors (along with all the other errors my software likes to give to constantly make the situation 
more hopeless), I finally – and surprisingly – achieved my goal! The animations I’d planned did 
not seem feasible, initially – yet, after watching dozens of YouTube tutorials and mastering Adobe 
Premiere Pro, I made them.  All the effects seemed way too beyond my scope yet, after learning 
a wealth of new skills, I made them. This film seemed impossible, yet, after pushing myself for a 
whole month, I made it.

I even probed new territories in science with this film – topics of such fascination 
I had never known of before. All of this has occurred solely due to the teachers 
who supervised me – Ms Moloney and Ms Ahmat – towards whom I don’t have 
the words to express my gratitude.

The film will be released to the community and beyond in October, this year, after 
the results of the STS come out. 

Himalaya Joshi
Year 9

Registrations for next year’s Science Talent Search open in February 2021.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://youtu.be/rl38TthFm8s


ISSUE 11 31 JULY 2020

17
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Mathematics/Science
Summary Books
Whether studying Years 7 or 10 Maths, Further or Specialist Maths, an organised summary book 
will support your learning and assessment performance in maths. Students are able to bring 
compliant summary books into many Maths assessments. For Year 12, summary book rules are 

outlined by VCAA

Tips to Turbo Charge your Summary Book

1. Organisation • Keep a dedicated summary book    
   • Use headings and sub-headings    
   • Use colour and symbols     
   • Index contents
   • Reference the Study Design

2. Content  • Use your own words
   • Use figures, graphs and tables
   • Detail calculator steps
   • Use a variety of sources of information

3. Understanding • Outline the general case of the concept
   • Describe your thinking
   • Include worked examples
   • Identify misconceptions
   • Look for links between topics

4. Literacy  • Define key terms and symbols
   • Maintain a glossary

5. Timing  • Take notes in class
   • Review and update summaries at home after class
   • Review summaries periodically in the lead up to assessments

Summary Book Examples

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Mathematics/Science

Thinking creatively

On 1 August in 1774, English chemist Joseph Priestley made a famous discovery. He aimed a 
12-inch-wide magnifying glass at a lump of mercuric oxide placed in an upside-down glass in a 
pool of mercury. Priestly described the gas produced as “…five or six times as good as common 
air” and called it “dephlogisticated air”. What had Priestley discovered?

Edition 10 Solution

2

7

1

5

46

3

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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The canteen will be open for over the 
counter service and 

online lunch ordering from 20/7/20
Register at

boccafoods.com.au
No Queues

Easy online payments
Order until 9:00am on the same day

Until further notice the canteen will not be operational after recess on Mondays and Fridays

Registering is easy. Simply go to www.boccafoods.com.au

      And complete the steps below…

1. Select “Register now” to register yourself as a parent account.
2. Complete all relevant details for yourself. This will ensure that we have a way of contacting you should it be required 

for any reason
3. Select Canteen Orders
4. Select “I am a parent”
5. Select a School
6. Select the “ADD STUDENT” 
7. Complete the details for your child, ensuring you select the correct school for your child and be sure to fill in their year 

level and class information.
8. Complete any relevant Dietary Requirements that will ensure the food provided to your child meets their specific 

needs.
9. You can add multiple children by selecting the “Add Student” button at the bottom of the screen
10. Once completed select “Save” and you are ready to begin ordering.

•	 Select the day you would like your order to arrive first.
•	 Select as many items as you wish from our extensive menu to create a healthy and interesting lunch for your child up 

to 9:00am the day it is required.
•	 Students have been given a priority line to pick up lunch orders from the canteen using their student card as 

identification.
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