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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Back to Remote Learning for all of our Students and Staff
Following three weeks on campus for our VCE students and our staff, last week’s declaration of a 
State of Disaster by the Victorian Government, has seen us return to full Remote Learning for all of 
our 2200 students and staff.  Most certainly we are confident that students will continue to be fully 
supported by our teaching staff, the Sub-School and Student Services Teams, and our fantastic 
student leaders.

Last Friday’s announcement by James Merlino, Minister for Education, regarding special 
educational consideration for every Year 12 student will provide some certainty and relief for our 
Class of 2020. However we are fully cognisant that the continuing disruptions and changes will 
have caused significant anxiety for many students. We are committed to supporting our VCE 
students over the coming weeks and months ahead of their final examinations. Most certainly all 
students are encouraged to keep connected with their peers, teachers and their SLWMs, as well 
as accessing the  advice and strategies offered by our Student Services Team regularly posted on 
Compass NewsFeed and in this and upcoming editions of the Lion.

Our Class of 2020 is a fantastic cohort and I am confident that they will enjoy great success 
this year with their final results. In many ways their success will be even more meaningful given 
COVID-19, and I will look forward to sharing this with our school community at the end of the year.

Celebrating Term 3’s Pillar of Learning – General Assemblies 
‘Ability is what you are capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do.  Attitude determines 
how well you do it’.

Our General Assemblies are part of the fabric of our school, a significant contributor to our culture 
of excellence. We believe that it is essential for our students and staff to pause each term to reflect 
on the power of our Pillars of Learning, all four which guide and reflect the vision for the outcomes 
we want for every Balwyn High School learner.  Last week we presented our second online General 
Assembly for our school community – celebrating this term’s Pillar of Learning – Learning to Do.

As part of my Principal’s address I lamented the dire impact of COVID-19 on our annual activities:

This year this has been all been turned on its head. The COVID-19 environment in which we have 
been plunged has had a profound impact on each and every one of us, and undermined the 
landmark activities and events that we no longer are able to participate in as a school community.  
But rather than look to what we have lost, I have been inspired by the resilience, creativity, 
collaboration and positivity that has marked our student body and staff. We could not have 
predicted just how truly appropriate our school theme for 2020 – Creativity, Integrity, Persistence - 
was to be when I announced it at Presentation Night at Hamer Hall in December last year.

Onsite activities have been replaced by innovative, virtual celebrations, competitions and 
collaborations. You have learnt to participate respectfully and intentionally in WebEx classes and 
meetings, online forums and interactive Class OneNotes. You have learnt to consolidate your 
skills and knowledge with feedback delivered through Microsoft Forms, padlets, exit tickets and 
other digital applications. Above all your flexibility, adaptability, agility and positive mindsets have 
allowed you to achieve in ways that might not have been even thought of prior to this year of 
coronavirus.

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Indeed I believe that Learning to Do takes courage, commitment, resilience and focus, and 
remaining true to ourselves.  We can sometimes think that we risk ridicule if we don’t learn quickly 
enough or the same way that others do. Some individuals just get it – others don’t. What is 
important is that we continue to strive for our goals, we are committed to achieving and mastering 
them, we acknowledge those who help us along the way and ignore those who don’t believe in us 
or try and undermine our efforts. 

As Principal, I am proud that the learning of doing is supported and encouraged at Balwyn High 
School as well, if not better, than in any other school community.

Following my address we enjoyed a magnificent video presentation of the transformation of our 
B and C Wings and the A Wing refurbishment.  It was a stunning reminder of how we have again 
achieved first class facilities for our students and staff. Rein Kivivali, our Learning Environments 
Manager, is to be congratulated on the video which included time lapse recording of the demolition 
and rebuild.  

Thank you also to our student leaders for their truly inspirational speeches in the assemblies 
– School Captains and Vice Captains – Ned, Julia, Leroy and Piper - and our SRC Presidents – 
Reuben and Kerry, and to our VCE Music students – Ryan, Emily and Sammy - who presented 
superb performances on the trombone, flute and clarinet.

These online events have served to keep our traditions alive as well as keep our school community 
connected.  Thank you again to Bernadette Clayton, Director of Music and Community Engagement 
for her ongoing work to achieve both of these goals.

Deborah Harman
Principal

Julia Goh, Ned Lindenmayer, School Captains
Piper Louey, Leroy Floyd, Vice Captains

Reuben Iywan 
SRC President

Kerry Chen
 SRC President
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Emily Chapman

Sammy Huang

Ryan Tay
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Assistant Principals’  Report 
Translation Available on the Balwyn High School Website:  www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

The school community is reminded that a translation facility is available on the school’s website.  
This can be found on the bottom right hand corner of the home page. There are six other 
languages available other than English.

 

What is the Reporting Schedule at Balwyn High School for Semester 2, 2020?
 
Please note these important reporting dates.

Date Event

Thursday 17 September Term 3 Progress Reports

Friday 11 December Semester 2 Reports – Years 7 – 11

Mid December Distribution of the Graduation Profile to Year 12 students
 
A key feature of the school’s reporting is continuous reporting which is where Years 7  – 10 
students (and parents) receive written comments through Compass on three Common 
Assessment Tasks (CATs). The number of written comments on School Assessed Coursework 
(SACs) VCE students (and parents) receive through Compass will depend on what is prescribed 
in the particular subject’s study design. Students receive ongoing verbal and written feedback 
through their remote lessons and their assessment pieces also contain written comments. 

Using Compass
Compass is the school’s learning management system and provides parents with an 
comprehensive snapshot of their son/daughter’s education at Balwyn High School, including My 
News, attendance data, semester reports, learning task feedback, course information, paying for 
excursions and the like. Parents are urged to check their Compass account at least once a week.  
Parents must always ensure their contact details are current and can do this by clicking on Tools 
 Update My Details.

Return to page 1
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Return to Remote Learning
Whilst we are now in the position that all our year levels have returned to remote learning, we are 
certainly grateful that our VCE students were able to have several weeks of on-site instruction and 
were able to experience our incredible new VCE Centre. The opening of the VCE Centre marks 
the conclusion of the significant redevelopment of B Wing and the Senior School precinct and 
has been the culmination of a great deal of work. In particular, our Facilities Manager Maggie 
Bozinis and her team are to be congratulated for overseeing this significant construction program 
whilst at the same time ensuring that the impact on the ongoing teaching and learning program 
was minimised.    

Even though staff and students are now working off campus, it is important that our connection 
to the school remains. A terrific example of that was the Term 3 General Assemblies which 
were conducted remotely. In addition, the process of students selecting 2021 subjects is well 
underway with students and parents engaging with the course counselling through online video 
conferencing with staff.  Whilst we all hope that we will return to a campus-based school program 
as soon as possible, in the interim we are committed to providing as many opportunities to 
continue to engage with the regular school program as possible.    

Return to page 1
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David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principal

Year 9 Subject Selections and Morrisby Careers Guidance 
Earlier this week we held our Year 9 Subject Selection appointments via WebEx. Students, as a 
result of their Morrisby Career Analysis Report and ‘unpacking’ interview with careers counsellors, 
had thought very carefully about the subjects they want to study in Year 10. Melina Kalupahana 
(Year 9) commented that even though she knew she enjoyed Science, Maths and English and 
was strong in these subjects, the detailed explanation in her Morrisby Report provided her with the 
evidence she needed to pursue these subjects as she moved into senior school. She also plans 
to use the information in her Morrisby Report to assist her to choose subjects in future years and 
as she moves into university. Nina Angelkovik (Year 9) really appreciated the opportunity to speak 
to a professional careers counsellor who took her through the countless possible professions 
that were based on her aptitude shown in the initial test. She found out that she is better suited to 
an occupation that associates with the public but really appreciated that the careers counsellor 
emphasized the importance of maintaining a diverse range of options, so as not to become 
close-minded about the future. 

Learning to Do
The General Assemblies at the end of last week provided an important moment of reflection for 
our students. They listened to speeches from the Principal and their senior student leaders as 
well as listening to impressive musical performances from their peers. Whilst we are not currently 
in a position to physically come together as a school community for such assemblies, that they 
continue in a virtual form is important. We know that these virtual assemblies have a significant 
impact on our students for they tell us as much. Many students commented after the assemblies 
that they felt a genuine sense of motivation to persist, even under the challenging circumstances 
they face each day. Many other messages also rang true to our students, including those below. 

•	 Don’t waste time on social media and instead take the time to check up on your family 
and friends

•	 Use your free time productively to take up a new hobby
•	 Try new things, even if you don’t think you’re that good at them
•	 In these times you might be far away from people physically but you don’t need to be far 

away socially
•	 Focus on the things that you can control
•	 Seek advice and support in times of need
•	 Following can be an act of leadership 

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

We have now reached the middle of Term 3 in a year like no other.

With the introduction of new restriction to face the pandemic, the VCE students have now returned 
to remote learning. Again, Balwyn High School has adapted its processes to ensure all students 
continue to receive the best learning opportunities. Students are able to access lesson plans and 
resources online and classes are run via video conferences. Online assessments have also been 
introduced.

In a year which has already seen many changes, the students have faced unpredictability with 
resourcefulness, resilience and, more than ever, they have remained supportive of each other. 
They have learnt to adapt to this new situation and we are confident that they are well equipped 
and organised to continue their learning. 

2021 Subject Selection
On Wednesday 29 July 2020, the Year 11 cohort participated in the annual Careers Day which 
was adapted this year via virtual platforms. It gave students the opportunity to explore career 
options and aspirations for the future.

During Periods 1 and 2, students were supported by their teachers in conducting research related 
to tertiary pathways and institutions. Students were also able to source information on specific 
careers as well as employability skills, interviews and resume writing. The day continued with a 
video workshop during Period 3 with tips and tricks on how to write a resume.

The Year 11 students have now selected their subject preferences for 2021 and these are currently 
under review. The process of Subject Selection continues with Year 10 students due to enter their 
subject preferences by 16 August.

VTAC Applications
The VTAC applications are now open and all Year 12 students should complete these before 
30 September. The process includes the creation of a VTAC account and applications for 
tertiary courses, SEAS and scholarships. In completing their application, students may enter 
up to eight tertiary courses in order of preference and remain able to change their preference 
order after the application has been submitted. Once VCE results and ATARs are released on 
30 December, students will still be able to change their preferences before tertiary course offers 
are communicated to them via their VTAC account and emails. All required information on this 
process can be found on the VTAC website.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Middle School Report
Now that we have a few weeks of remote learning completed for Term 3 we are starting to hear 
back from different student groups (Principal’s Advisory Group, SRC, Tutorial Captains) about 
the impact of our move to a synchronous model. It appears that the majority of students are in 
favour of the more frequent contact with their teachers and fewer overall tasks to complete per 
subject per week. We are in the process of responding to some more specific feedback about 
the WebEx sessions to ensure teachers and students are using the time optimally. However, 
there is no question we have benefitted from completing a round of remote learning in Term 
2. In particular, students are valuing the short, value-add explanations of the daily tasks and 
the opportunities for smaller break out groups to work with their peers and ask questions of 
their teachers. We will keep monitoring student progress, wellbeing and concerns to ensure the 
learning stays engaging and challenging.

This week, Year 9 students submitted their subject preferences for 2021 and most participated in 
short subject selection interviews to discuss their choices. This has been an ideal time to check 
in with students (and parents) to discuss their pathway and answer any specific queries about 
the subjects on offer in Year 10. In lieu of the subject expos and parent information evenings we 
would normally run, a range of digital and virtual resources were provided through Compass 
to assist students in their choices. Current Year 8 students are benefiting from those resources 
this week as they work towards entering their Year 9 subjects by Sunday 16 August. This is an 
exciting time for all, including teachers, who will be able to start building timetables for 2021 
based on student preferences. 

In other news, we are in the process of preparing virtual resources to replace primary school 
visits that would normally run this term. The primary school visits are an important component of 
our transition program that provide Grade 6 students with their first experience of student life at 
Balwyn High School. In place of our scavenger hunt, we will be putting up links to our sensational 
Virtual School Tour, created for Discovery Night this year. In addition, our current Year 7 leaders 
will be preparing short videos introducing some of the key aspects of high school life at Balwyn 
High School. While it is substitute for being here, we are sure these virtual resources will help our 
next cohort of Year 7 students in 2021 start that important process of transition.

Andy Smith 
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Staying in Control of Your Mindset

Now that we are several weeks 
into the term, and having returned 
to remote learning, it’s more 
important than ever to check in 
on our wellbeing with self-care 
strategies.

With so much to process inside 
and outside the classroom, it’s not 
uncommon to feel daunted about 
everything that is happening 
around us. It can be helpful to take 
stock of your environment and 
appreciate what you can control 
and what you cannot control. For 
example, as the image suggests, 
we might not be able to control 
how long lockdown will take, but 
we can focus on taking time out 
from the 24 hour news cycle.  

Also within your control is the 
ability to adopt a growth mindset and finding ways to show gratitude from day to day. A growth 
mindset is linked with higher motivation, lower stress and anxiety and improved relationships – All 
things that we could benefit from in the current situation. Take five minutes out of your day and 
ask yourselves the following questions: 

•	 What made you think hard today? 
•	 How did you tackle it and what would you do differently next time? 
•	 Did you ask for help when you needed it? 
•	 How will you challenge yourself today?

Do this daily and when you take a step back, you might surprise yourself with how you are doing. 

Gratitude is about being thankful and showing appreciation for kindness. There are so many 
ways you can express your gratitude, including: 

•	 Sending a text message or email to someone thanking them for being there for you. 
•	 Picking up the phone and calling a friend you’ve not connected with in a while. 
•	 Help out around the house without being asked or without expecting anything in return. 
•	 At the dinner table, tell a family member how grateful you are for them (give an specific 

example)
•	 Keep a gratitude journal and every day, write down up to three good things that have 

happened to you

The big-take away here is that by celebrating the small wins we have and finding things to be 
grateful for in your life, you can shift your mindset in a more positive direction. And hopefully, find 
it easier to feel in control.  

Stay safe. 

Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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News
News from Humanities
Enhancing Learning in year 9 Geography
The Humanities Learning Area is continuing to focus on delivering engaging curriculum that 
meets the needs of every one of our students. We do not believe that remote learning can prevent 
us from achieving this. 

In Year 9 Geography, we have trialled a shift from the Must/Could/Should learning activity 
structure that we have used in many of our lessons to the model used by Maths – Core/Engage/
Extend. In this model, students are presented with three different ways of learning content with 
each option designed to meet different levels of confidence and ability within the knowledge and 
skills we are exploring. As always, we have sought expert advice – that of our students - to assess 
the effectiveness of this change. Here is some of the feedback we have received:

I really like whole Core/Engage/Extend concept because it allows us to work at our 
preferred level and challenge ourselves where necessary. This is better than the 
Must/Could/Should because it gives us the opportunity to complete an amount of 
work at our level without overextending the work load. 

Piera Dialectos 
Year 9

I believe that the Core/Engage/Extend activity is a great model, as it allows us work at our own pace 
and choose work we believe will challenge us or are interested in doing. Compared to the Must/
Could/Should model, I think that the Core/Engage/Extend one is better, because it doesn’t pile 
work upon work, instead it lets us do work without having to do work that we are already familiar 
with. Which allows us to manage time better. I read through the different levels and 
see which one I am comfortable with, and maybe even try to challenge myself. 
Although most of the time I know what I want to choose, sometimes guidance 
from a teacher in selecting the best level for me could also be helpful, because 
sometimes I’m not sure if one level would be too easy or too hard for myself, so 
having a teacher’s guidance would be beneficial for my personal learning. 

Terry Yu 
Year 9

Victory in the Pacific Day
Saturday 15 August, marks Japan’s unconditional surrender to the allies and the official 
acknowledgement of the end of World War II. On this day in 1945, Ben Chifley, Prime Minister, 
announced that the war was over. On this day in 2020, we reflect and commemorate the role 
that Australia played to end the war in the Pacific region 75 years ago. We commemorate those 

who fought for our country and the sacrifices made 
by them and their families. 

In some ways, the significance of this reflection is 
even more poignant this year as we are at war with 
an invisible enemy, COVID-19. We too are asked to 
sacrifice some freedoms and liberties that we have 
been able to take for granted until now, in part due 
to the sacrifices of our armed forces in World War II. 

Although we are currently in Stage 4 lockdown, we 
can still engage in active commemoration. Some 
suggested activities are available on the Victorian 
Government website. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities

Return to page 1
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Thankful Thursday Origami
During this unusual year of 2020, it is important to make the most of times when we are altogether.  
It is important to celebrate challenges we have overcome and to recognise our successes. It is 
important to take a moment to reflect and recognise how fortunate we are to have such care and 
support of people around us, whether it is support from those in your family, your teachers, or 
those such as frontline workers helping to keep our community safe.  

On the last Thursday of Term 2, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 were invited 
by their SLWMs to participate in a lunchtime Thankful Thursday activity.  The 
task was to create some origami and to think about things, people, events 
we were thankful for throughout Term 2. Many students followed the origami 
designs provided, while others demonstrated particular expertise and made 
impressive creations of their own. Students wrote words of thanks on their 
origami and took time to reflect on things they are grateful for. It was a lovely 
way to celebrate the end of term. 

Deanna Pattieson
 on behalf of Middle School SLWMs

Thankful Thursday Sudent Reflection
You may have walked down the hallways of Middle School near the SLWM 
offices, and have seen the fabulous colourful origami creations that brighten up 
the area. Students made these origami creations during Thursday lunchtime on 
a Thankful Thursday at the end of last term. This was a mindful activity that many 
Middle School students, STEP Leaders and some teachers took part in. One 
origami looks good alone, but all of them look better together (teamwork makes 
a dream work). When we all return to school and we walk down that hallway, 
remember to take a moment to look at those wonderful creations.

Vandita Singh 
Year 7

Return to page 1
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News
The Environment Committee 

The Environment Committee is committed to reducing the environmental impact and footprint 
of the Balwyn High School community and to improving the environmental habits of the school. 
The committee works to improve environmental awareness in the school and wider community. 
Despite interruptions to on-site attendance and social distancing procedures, the Environment 
Committee, and it’s ambassadors across all year levels, is still active. The dedicated captains, 
Caitlin Au and Anton Zangl, have been working hard to keep the committee active in 2020 
including providing at-home environmental challenge tasks and setting the course for initiatives 
to be underway when students return to school. 

Causal For a Cause Day (Term 2)
In Term 2, the Environment Committee organised a Causal for a Cause day to raise awareness and 
donations towards the Great Barrier Reef Foundation. The Great Barrier Reef is a natural wonder 
and a UNESCO World Heritage site located in the Coral Sea, off the east coast of Queensland. 
A reef system spanning over 300,000km2, it is home to thousands of marine species, including 
whales, dolphins, fish, turtles, molluscs et cetera. However, the 2019 Outlook Report reveals that 
there are currently 45 threats to the Great Barrier Reef, the greatest threats being climate change 
and human activity. Thus, donating to this foundation is crucial to help fund restoration projects, 
protect the reef and biodiversity from further damage and raise awareness on what we can do to 
help. Thank you for all the support as we managed to raise over a thousand dollars in donations!

Coming up...
Looking forward, the Environmental Committee is hoping to set up a trial RedCycle program 
in the senior school area at the start of Term 4. This initiative will allow students to recycle soft 
plastics, which is a type of plastic that cannot be recycled using regular kerbside bins. Other 
school’s success stories have resulted in 35 to 40 percent of school waste going to recycling 
instead of contributing to landfill waste. For more information, check out the RedCycle website 
at https://www.redcycle.net.au/.

Caitlin Au and Anton Zangl
Environmental Captains

Return to page 1
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Middle School Captains
The transition back to remote learning has seen the Middle School cohort adapt and, with the 
support of staff and our peers, still succeed under these new circumstances. The use of WebEx 
classes every period and a new learning task model has been a positive and successful change 
to remote learning in which students have embraced with enthusiasm. As students, have entered 
this second period of remote learning with the prior knowledge and experience from the previous 
occasion, enabling us to work more efficiently and suited to our own learning styles. This new 
system has seen an increase in interaction and unity felt by both the staff and students within 
these unprecedented times. A consequence of the recent lockdown is a feeling of isolation, a 
discomfort accentuated further by an absence of communication, in both schooling and in our 
day-to-day life. However, in the wake of our new protocols for online education, we are now 
seeing familiar faces more and more, helping us feel a greater connection. This connectedness 
translates to a feeling of community and union culminating in a more user-friendly remote learning 
experience; an experience that will continue to be refined in the coming weeks. 

Eliza Huynh and Zachary Miritis
Middle School Captains

Year 8 School Captains
Last week the Tutorial captains, SLWM’s, Chloe and I gathered to talk about how our year level 
could improve our connectedness, social bonds and well-being during this time. Class Tutorial 
captains were asked to suggest and explain their own ideas of fun activities that could be done at 
home, which they had discussed between each other in the week before. After we had completed 
listening to everyone, our SLWM’s put together a Microsoft Form, in which all the ideas discussed 
were listed. The result was an overwhelming support for Kahoots and quizzes. The SLWM’s are 
working on a way to get everyone in the Kahoot.

While talking with the Tutorial captains and class mates, Dheeraj and I now know that most of 
us are smoothly returning to remote learning. A lot of us are still getting used to somethings like 
working from home instead of learning at school, but the lesson plans have been really helpful; 
guiding us by telling us what we need to do and where to find the resources we need. Teachers 
have also been really helpful, by answering questions we have via WebEx and responding really 
fast to queries by email. A positive thing that is happening is we now have the opportunity to 
select electives for next year, and we are all very excited!

Finally, we hope everyone stays safe and enjoys the Year 8 competition!

Dheeraj Karthik and Chloe Collard
Year 8 Captains
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Careers Faculty News
Which university is the best?

        

Which university is the best? The answer is simple. It’s the one with the course a student will 
love. Australian universities are fantastic and all deserve consideration. Having said this, they 
are all worthy of consideration for different reasons. And the best starting point is to look at each 
student’s unique personality, needs and strengths rather than looking at institutions.

Every student is unique
Some students thrive in larger institutions while others feel lost and overwhelmed in them. Visiting 
all universities (even remotely) gives students insights into the ‘vibe’ of each institution. Some 
are more formal, some more relaxed. Students definitely feel more ‘at home’ in some institutions 
than others do. Some prefer universities with a rich array of sporting facilities and programs while 
others could not care less about sport but want a university with a wide range of study tours and 
industry-based learning opportunities.  

Degrees vary enormously from university to university 
Some universities have more commerce degrees than others or more majors in particular 
undergraduate courses. All courses have unique features and unique subjects. Students need 
to discover this by looking widely and deeply at their preferred course at every institution. 
Every commerce degree is different. Every Arts degree is different. Some include exchange 
opportunities or work experience, some don’t. Electives vary incredibly in the same major at 
various institutions. 

Feeling ‘at home’ in an institution allows students to excel academically and socially.

Here are a few questions to ask when comparing universities:

What support services are offered for students? 
What support is offered when things go pear shaped. And at some point they will. Do students wait 
for weeks to see a course adviser or a personal counsellor? If students need special consideration, 
is this handled sensitively or are rules rigid? Are lecturers approachable and supportive or more 
distant and formal? Attending Open Days gives some insight into these questions.

Return to page 1
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Are there parking options for students? What public transport is available? 

Some universities have no parking at all while others offer great options even though they may be 
a little costly. Studying a long way from home means that valuable time is taken away from study 
and a social life. However, travelling further for a fantastic course is worth every minute. 

Does this institution provide opportunities for overseas exchange? 
Some institutions have more exchange opportunities and more financial help for students 
considering overseas placements. These experiences can be the most exciting part of a student’s 
tertiary studies so they are worth checking. 

Are internships, industry projects or other workplace opportunities offered? 
These are incredibly important experiences which increase students’ enjoyment of their course 
as well as future employment prospects. Are these only available for high achievers or for all 
interested students?

Are there opportunities for leadership training? 
This is important for developing friendships as well as a wide range of skills and qualities that are 
highly desirable for future employment.  

What are university facilities like?  (Library, sporting, informal study areas, shops, green 
areas etc.) 
Again, the situation varies greatly from one university to another. It’s important that students 
feel connected to their tertiary institution. Visually appealing student spaces and warm-looking 
facilities do make a huge difference to the overall university experience for students.

What clubs and societies are available? 
A vibrant social scene is important for young people. This is where most students make friends, 
feel connected and are less likely to drop out. 

Does this university actively help graduates gain employment? 
Some institutions offer intensive units and workshops to prepare future graduates for job 
applications and interviews, others offer little support at all. Most institutions have a Careers 
Centre. Check the services offered here.

What scholarships are available at the start of courses or for graduate study?
In addition to scholarships, check whether paid internships are available. 

Finally…
Rarely will university reputation alone land students a better graduate position. Today’s employers 
consider far more than the university name on the transcript of results. However, students’ 
happiness at a particular university can dramatically affect their academic results and good 
results are always important in a competitive marketplace. So apart from the all-important task of 
comparing similar courses from institution to institution, students should ask themselves…  Do 
I feel welcome here or out of place? Can I imagine being happy here? Careful investigation and 
thought is required to identify the best university for each unique student. This is how to find the 
best university!

Erin Shale
Careers Learning Area
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Work by Our Students
Year 7 Watercolour Still Life, Term 2, 2020.

Students researched how different artists have represented the subject matter of still life. They 
learnt about how to draw from observation and explored techniques with watercolour paint. After 
creating a range of compositional options students selected their most successful to develop into 
a final still life watercolour painting. These finished works are currently on display on the Ground 
Floor landing in DeZign.

Tiffany Yew 
Year 7

Georgia Bell
Year 7

Neala Upton-Goh
Year 7

Anson Chang 
Year 7

Jun Chen
Year 7
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Our Music students have adapted to the challenges of remote learning and in particular we 
congratulate all our students in the ensemble program. The motivation at times can be hard to 
keep practising and working on ensemble parts however the students have risen to the challenge 
and are working well in all the ensemble areas.

Music Scholarship 2021
Over the last few week, the audition process for the Music scholarship has been underway. The 
finalists have now been selected and we are pleased to announce the finalists in each section. 
The details of the scholarship’s final performance will be announced in the next few weeks. 
Congratulations to all our finalists! 

Junior Section

Fergus Yim Flute

Carlos Wu Cello

Hannah Estores Voice

Ethan Lam Voice

Mia Alexander Saxophone

Sarah Haines Oboe

Intermediate Section

Justin Zhao Piano

Winston Leonard Bassoon

Tate Katoa Trumpet

Martin Tran Cello

Emma Vu Voice

Senior Section

Leo Zhang Piano

Jessica Xu Piano

Dan Stavretis Guitar

Jacqueline Dinh Piano

Maya Charles Sedergreen Voice

Senior Advanced Section

Nicholas Khong Piano

Emily Chapman Flute

Justus Tsai Piano

Alyssa Wong Violin

Hannah Luo Piano
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Music Captain, Aaron See reflected on why he chose to learn the Drums?
I started playing the drums when I was six years old, so a large part of the decision-making 
process was ‘wow hitting stuff looks fun’. I grew up in a pretty musical family with all my older 
siblings learning various instruments like piano, flute and guitar. This meant I was already familiar 
with the idea of practising and performing, but little me also wanted to do something a bit 
different, and that would turn out to be the drums. Another big influence I had was seeing live 
music performed by the worship band when my family would go to church on the weekends. I 
remember just being super engrossed in the loud noises coming from this giant, sparkly mess 
of an instrument. It just seemed like the best thing ever at the time, and it even came with a seat! 
This had me sold so when my parents asked if I wanted to learn an instrument at school, I did not 
hesitate to tell them I wanted to bang stuff (the drums). 

I soon became addicted to learning new beats and rhythms and loved being  exposed to music 
I had never heard before. From that point onwards, drums became a significant part of my life. I 
would play at school concerts and in bands quite consistently through both primary school and 
during my time at Balwyn High School, and this led me to meet so many awesome people and 
make some unforgettable memories. I always knew that VCE Music was something I wanted 
to do, and I finally got to complete Music Performance 3/4 Units last year as part of the Blue in 
Green combo. It just made sense to combine my existing love of music with the academic side 
of school, and that class became something I would look forward to every week. When six year 
old me picked up those drumsticks for the first time he had no idea what it would lead to, but I 
will always be grateful that he did. 

Aaron See 
Music Captain
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Sunny Li  is studying Music Investigation 3/4 Units and he reflected on singing opera :

What is opera?

‘Opera is when a guy gets stabbed in the 
back and instead of bleeding, he sings’ 
 – Ed Gardner (1905-1963)

Opera, as we know it today, is a very vague 
term used by many people when describing 
vocal music involving high resonance, rich 
tones, lots of vibrato (wobbly sounding 
notes), AND much exaggerated mouth 
shapes. However, not all pieces with those 
characteristics belong to the ‘Opera’ 
category.

Opera (Italian: work) is actually the term used 
to describe a particular kind of drama, in 
which most, if not all characters in that drama 
sing, and in which music is the dominant 
feature. Because it is a ‘drama’, an opera 
usually goes for about 3 HOURS in duration. That, of course, is A LOT of music. That is why an 
Opera is often divided into ‘arias’, which are songs for a solo voice within an Opera, and are what 
we hear most often today. I like to think of the ‘Opera’ itself as an album, and the ‘arias’ as the 
songs within it.

Here are some well-known Opera arias:

“L’amour est un oiseau rebelle”, from (Carmen) – Georges Bizet              
 https://youtu.be/Za5V6NQDc2Y 

“Nessun Dorma”, from (Turandot) – Franco Alfano and Giacomo Puccini 
 https://youtu.be/2RdJmqLrsbo 

“Queen of the Night”, from (The Magic Flute) – W.A Mozart               
  https://youtu.be/YuBeBjqKSGQ 

“La Donna È Mobile”, from (Rigoletto) – Giuseppe Verdi                
  https://youtu.be/xCFEk6Y8TmM

Sunny Li 
Year 12 

We wish our students the very best during the remote learning weeks and we cannot wait until 
the entire school returns to fill the G Newitt Music Centre with the sounds of music once again.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Making Meaning with Maths

Crime Scene Analysis
Have you ever wondered exactly how they do it? Gathering evidence at the scene of a crime can 
assist in discovering what happened, exactly where an altercation took place and what type of 
weapon was used.

This week, the SEAL students in Year 8 applied their newly learnt trigonometric skills to analyse 
the pattern in blood spatters (artificial, of course!). They were able to identify the Point of 
Convergence by inserting lines along the long axis of each bloodstain (see diagram). Next, the 
angle of impact a blood droplet makes with the surface can be calculated, using the ‘width’ and 
‘length’ of each elliptical stain and applying the sine ratio.

These two pieces of information are combined to identify the Point of Origin, giving us information 
about where the blood droplet originated. All of this analysis can be performed using the 
fundamental trigonometric ratios of sine, cosine and tangent!

Well done to all our detectives, for developing their analytical thinking.

llustration from HowStuffWorks, How Bloodstain Pattern Analysis Works, 2008.

Ms Nicole Stephens
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Spotlight in Science
Year 11 Psychology Eye Dissection Reflections

The eye dissection was everything I expected it to be, disturbing yet insightful. Although I was 
disgusted the whole time, the dissection is a beneficial experience for my ability to consolidate 
my knowledge for Unit 2 AOS 1 Psychology. Unlike the brain dissection, where I dissected the 
brain, I stood back and watched for the eye dissection. It was implied there was less room for 
error with this dissection as each part of the eye was intricate. Despite being unsettled during the 
whole dissection, I was able to watch. This experience will strengthen my knowledge on parts of 
the eye. I am appreciative of the opportunity - although I hope to never do it again. This benefits 
my learning for AOS1 as I am able to identify and point out specific parts of the eye and be able 
to relate structure to function. We weren’t just told about the shape of the cornea, we were able 
to see it first-hand. I particularly found striking differences between the aqueous humour and 
vitreous humour which both have different colours and consistencies. This will help as I will be 
able to effectively differentiate the humours by their ‘textures’. I was able to gather this through 
watching and if I wasn’t so squeamish, I feel I would have learnt more engaging with the eye. 

Natasha Pavlovic

The eye dissection was interesting and helped me to consolidate and strengthen my knowledge 
of the structure and function of different parts of the eye. I enjoyed the eye dissection because 
it was interesting and a hands-on activity. It was what I expected it to be although I did not think 
it would be as difficult as it was to dissect the mammalian eye. This relates to visual perception, 
including the visual perception system and sensation and perception.

Gisella Tass

I enjoyed the eye dissection, because I was able to cut open the eye, with all the gross fluids. It 
was exactly what I expected it to be, except for the eye not including the cow’s eyelashes. This 
is a revision of the structure of the eye and fostered a deeper and more practical understanding 
of the eye structure.

Lucy Bui

National Science Week is Australia’s Annual Celebration of Science and Technology.
Established in 1997, National Science Week enables us to acknowledge the contributions that 
Australian scientists have made to the world of knowledge. It also aims to excite and encourage 
younger people to be fascinated by the world of science.

To celebrate National Science Week, the Science learning area will be providing interesting 
science facts, news, videos and information to the Balwyn High School community through 
Compass Newsfeed. 
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Thinking creatively

The polynomial function above describes the number of new COVID-19 cases in Victoria during 
the first 120 days of the pandemic. The variable x is the number of days since the first case.

Use this function to predict the number of cases for today (x = 159), assuming no Stage 3 and 
Stage 4 restriction.

Edition 10 Solution

Joseph Priestley had discovered oxygen.

Public health interventions

Day 16 School closes

Day 23 Stay at home

Day 66 Five guests at home

Day 85 20 guests at home

Day 93 Year 10s return to school

Day 106 Five guests at home

Day 116 Suburb lockdowns
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