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The Deborah Harman Centre for Learning
On behalf of the Balwyn High School Council, I am delighted to take this opportunity to assume 
the Principal’s Perspective in The Lion for this week.   

The story begins a year ago with Deborah’s invitation to the school community to suggest names 
for the new senior school buildings under construction at that time. It was an inclusive gesture to 
involve the school community in celebration of a major achievement that was realising an entirely 
self-funded project made possible by the generosity of school families past and present and our 
international student program.

Deborah invited all in our community, parents, staff and students alike, to think creatively, to 
consider recognition of past and present members of the school community, or perhaps a concept 
name that spoke to the values or aspirations of the school. For many years the school has had 
fitting examples of both that do just that.  

Our community responded with scores of entries that asked us to recognise worthy contributors, 
to aspire to high achievement or to celebrate our values and diversity.

School Council embarked on an orderly adjudication, which thoughtfully considered and 
evaluated the entries to agreed criteria. First whittling away to arrive at a shortlist of 11; after further 
deliberation we had four and, with a final vote of the Council, at last one.

This part of the story ends with a fitting tribute to Deborah, who has spent much of her time as 
Principal paying tribute to others.  To name a few examples, we can reflect on her advocacy of 
the Raelene Curwood Wellbeing Centre, or the Robert Handreck Sports Field or her personal 
tribute last March to her predecessor, Bruce Armstrong on his retirement from the Department of 
Education.

Deborah has served Balwyn High School since 2006 and as Principal since 2008.  That alone is 
worthy enough of our thanks. But it is her leadership and vision for the academic, the co-curricular 
and the wellbeing programs of the school that has guided balanced growth and development 
of the school community, and which has established Balwyn High School as the benchmark of 
state-education.

B-Wing is now graced with a new name: The Deborah Harman Centre for Learning. The story will 
continue with C-Wing.

Grant Roberts
President

Balwyn High School Council

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Assistant Principals’  Report 
2021 Laptop Program 

Balwyn High School has had a student laptop program for the past 22 years. Over this time, the 
laptops have gone through dramatic changes in price, weight, capability and warranty and of 
course they have become an indispensable component of a student’s education. This year’s 
laptop is the Lenovo Yoga L390. Balwyn High School has two, three-year programs: Years 7 – 9 
and Years 10 – 12.

At the end of last week, the tender process for our 2021 laptop program closed and the decision 
for next year’s laptop will be made in the next couple of weeks. 

Any prospective 2021 Year 7 parents and 2021 Year 10 parents who are thinking of buying a 
laptop in readiness for next year should wait until they see the program’s virtual information 
presentation early next term. This will explain the details and benefits of the school’s laptop 
program including the announcement of the 2021 model and its attractive pricing. Parents will be 
notified through Compass when this presentation is available.

The remote learning experience this year has highlighted the need to have a reliable and capable 
laptop. It has also demonstrated the benefit of having onsite technical assistance which our 
dedicated Tech Support team has continued to provide during the periods of remote learning.

Return to page 1
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Assistant Principals’  Report

Reporting to Middle School Parents

As has been mentioned in earlier editions of the Lion, the school is currently in the process of 
reviewing the way we assess student learning and report to parents in the Middle School. We 
are moving away from using Common Assessment Tasks as the primary piece of work against 
which a curriculum judgement is made and moving towards a place were all tasks that students 
complete can be used as evidence of their learning. We are also considering a change in the 
contents of teacher comments so that such comments support both the teacher and student to 
know how to continue to make progress with their learning.

As with all changes made at the school, this change is based on evidence regarding best 
practice. Parent and student representatives on School Council were given an opportunity at the 
most recent meeting to comment on how they believe this research applies to the Balwyn High 
School context. Such feedback will ensure that we continue to meet the needs of all stakeholders 
in our community.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr and Tegan Kuckey
Assistant Principals

Subject Selection

Over the past couple of weeks staff and students have been busy undertaking the process 
of subject selection for 2021. Balwyn High School is committed to supporting families with 
this process and we are proud that all students were given the opportunity for one on one 
conversations with experienced staff as well as access to a qualified careers counsellor to guide 
them through this process. We thank all of the staff and families who have actively engaged with 
this process. 

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Subject Selection
The process of Subject Selection for 2021 took place over the last two weeks. The choices that 
the students make at this point in their secondary education can have a great influence on their 
future education and many factors are being considered during the process. Such factors include 
career aspirations, aptitude and interest, and tertiary course prerequisites as well as creating a 
program which allows for flexibility in future choice. We acknowledge the support which parents 
and guardians of Year 10 and Year 11 students have provided to their sons/daughters during this 
process.

VCE Assessments
The Senior School students have developed undeniable skills in organising their work and 
studying with agency during the period of remote learning. The assessment process has also 
been adapted to accommodate for the circumstances. SACs for Unit 2 subjects occur during 
class time and are implemented remotely via secure online platforms. The protocols for remote 
SACs have been communicated to all students and parents and we ask that they familiarise 
themselves with these protocols.

VCE Unit 4 students have returned to on-site assessments. The first round of SACs occurred 
on Friday 21 August with a large proportion of the cohort being involved. As the students were 
able to see each other again, there was a genuine feeling of commitment and collective support. 
Students approached their assessments with renewed enthusiasm and motivation. They are to 
be congratulated for it.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Middle School Report
As we near the end of Week 7, it is appropriate to stop and take stock of the great adjustments and 
achievements made by our Middle School students this term. While changes to our remote and 
flexible learning model have led to more frequent contact with teachers and more manageable 
workloads overall, there is no question that the vast majority of students have put their heads 
down on got on with the business of learning. It takes significant inner drive and organisational 
skills to remain engaged and productive when working from home. We should congratulate 
students for taking ownership of their learning in this way. Parents, too, deserve our thanks for 
providing that essential support at home. We know a lot of you are working hard to keep your 
sons and daughters connected and accountable with their studies. This is the time when the 
value of our learning community is most obvious. The likelihood is that we will be continuing 
remote and flexible learning until the end of term, but we are in the home straight now. Keep 
making those contributions in your WebEx lessons. Keep asking questions. Keep reaching out 
when you need a hand. This is a tough period, no doubt, but we will come out stronger on the 
other side.

Over the last few weeks, Year 8 and Year 9 students have entered their subject preferences 
for 2021. As the Year 10 course is a much more complicated puzzle, with elective choices in 
all subjects, we held short WebEx subject interviews with nearly all Year 9 students to discuss 
their pathway. In many cases, parents were able to join those calls and, we hope you agree 
the discussions were worthwhile and rewarding. It can be difficult, sometimes, for 15-year-old 
students to know where their pathway may lead them, but never before have students had 
access to such a wealth of information: subject handbooks, video previews of elective offerings, 
one-on-one consultations with teachers and personalised careers reports. I very much enjoyed 
my conversations with a number of students about their pathways; their hopes and dreams. It is a 
privileged position we have that affords us an opportunity to be a part of the planning in a young 
person’s future. We only have a few loose ends to tidy up, at the moment, and soon the herculean 
task of constructing the 2021 timetable will commence. For now, thank you to all the students, 
parents and teachers who committed their time to the subject selection process. 

Andy Smith 
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn Student Services News

A Thought from Student Services

Image source: reachout.org

A guide to dealing with constant change during COVID-19
From the moment when COVID-19 entered our lives, we’ve had to learn to deal with change, as 
each stage of the pandemic has changed the way we live, work and socialise. While it’s normal 
to feel frustrated and unsettled by all this uncertainty, there are ways you can equip yourself while 
dealing with life changes.

Much of the anxiety during COVID-19 comes from the reality that many decisions are out of our 
control. Feeling like we’re not in control of our own path is pretty unsettling, but figuring out 
precisely what you can and can’t do will help you to maintain a sense of stability and reduce any 
fear or anxiety.

Focus on what you can control:
•	 Try making a list of what’s worrying you (such as you fears). You can then start to figure 

out ways to address these problems (problem solve). By coming up with solutions for 
any fears you have, you’ll take back your decision-making power.

•	 Set yourself mini-tasks each week to strengthen your self-control. The key to building 
self-control is to use small victories to work up to bigger wins. Start with a manageable 
goal and build on that, day by day, week by week.

•	 Practise gratitude. However small, there is always something to be grateful for. Try and 
write 1-3 different ideas down each day. 

•	 Keep in contact with your friends. Laughing is also a sure-fire way to feel more positive 
when the going gets tough. Start a LOLS-Only WhatsApp thread with friends, dedicated 
to swapping funny videos or memes.

•	 Practising positive self-talk can also be a big help. Each week, write down one thing you 
like about yourself. At the end of every month, you’ll then have a little list that proves 
you’re a legend. Ultimately, the better you feel about yourself, the more likely you’ll be to 
find the good in any situation you face.

•	 Adjusting your thought patterns will do you a world of good during uncertain times. 
Having negative thoughts is normal, but sometimes the best way to deal with them is 
to put a limit on them. If you notice you’re on a slippery slope with worries, anxieties or 
fears, allow yourself only a certain amount of time each day to dwell on those thoughts.

•	 Try and not invest too much time in thinking about what hasn’t happened yet, you might 
just miss out on the moments that are right in front of you.

•	 Try meditation or mindfulness. Aim to dedicate just ten minutes a day to focusing on the 
here and now.

•	 If mindfulness isn’t your vibe, why not try to master the art of distraction, whether it’s by 
going for a run, jumping on the baking bandwagon and whipping up a cake, or meeting 
up with friend for a walk. Concentrating on these kinds of tasks will help to block out 
the noise. It’s hard to worry about the state of the world when your brain is focused on 
something in front of you!

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Source: This article was drawn from the Reach Out website (see: https://au.reachout.com/
articles/a-guide-to-dealing-with-constant-change for a copy of the original article). 

Vision and Values – Wednesday 2 September 

The annual Vision and Values night will launch at 5 pm Wednesday 2 September continuing the 
tradition of bringing the Balwyn High School community together in celebration of ‘Creativity, 
Integrity, and Persistence’. Certainly, this year’s theme resonates with the current climate and 
provides the foundations for a highly engaging presentation, led by the Student Services Team, 
including the Wellbeing Captains and Ambassadors. 

 
Throughout the presentation we will acknowledge the 
achievements and leadership of members of the Balwyn 
High School community in 2020 through COVID-19 and the 
remote learning period. Moreover, reflections from the wider 
community around the opportunities sought through the 
unprecedented year, will form the basis of a discussion around 
vulnerability, growth mindset and positive wellbeing. 

Guest speaker, positive psychology researcher, author, 
organisational leader, coach and critical friend of Balwyn High 
School, Dr. Paige Williams will also present on the positive    
impact of understanding fragility and vulnerabilities in order to 
seek opportunities in the current climate. 

Dr. Sophie Johnstone 
Balwyn High School

Psychologist

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Visual Arts Learning Area

Students across all year levels are continuing to create some fantastic works of art during remote 
learning. 

The Year 7 Art students have been working on a CAT focused on experimentation with a range of 
sculptural materials and techniques. They have also studied a variety of sculptors, both traditional 
and contemporary, and analysed their artworks. The students have participated in a series of 
workshops including creating nests, paper weavings, and cardboard attachment techniques. 
Thank you to parents and guardians for assisting students in gathering these materials from 
around the house (often from the recycling bin or pantry). We have received many creative 
responses to these tasks, with great use of problem solving and innovation. The students have 
now designed, created a prototype, and refined their final sculpture, which will be a celebration 
and culmination of all they have learnt during this unit of work. 

The Year 8 Art students have been learning about the various art styles and movements throughout 
Modernism, with a particular focus on Impressionism, Neo-Impressionism, Cubism, Surrealism, 
and Pop Art. They have been responding to artworks and writing visual analyses of artworks 
across these styles and engaging in a range of activities to improve their written and visual literacy. 
In these workshops they have also created their own imaginative renditions of each of these art 
styles. The students are now going to be drafting, evaluating and developing their design and 
creating their final artwork in the art style of their choice. After exposure to so many different styles 
of art, it is wonderful for the students to have agency to select their favourite art style.  

Jovanna Adi
Year 7

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


9
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 13 28 AUGUST 2020

News

The Year 10 Photography students have been learning the foundations of digital photography 
including key terminology, how to analyse photographic works, how to compose an image 
using compositional techniques, and how to use Photoshop to edit images. The students have 
participated in a creatively challenging scavenger hunt activity, taking photographs around their 
house or local area. They have practiced planning a photoshoot, taking a photoshoot and editing 
the photographs. The students have now chosen a theme for the final photo shoot and have 
found a range of inspiration exploring the ideas of lockdown or ‘iso’, nature or urban life, identity, 
or emotions. They will now be planning their final photo shoot based on the ideas they have 
developed before taking the shoot and editing their final photographs. We cannot wait to see how 
their final photographs turn out.

 

Gwyneth Lee
Year 10

Maya Gale
Year 10

Mariam Ashraf
Year 10

Selina Chong
Year 8

Lola Tsekrekos
Year 8

Vicky Chen
Year 8

Olivia Cooke
Visual Arts Teacher

Return to page 1
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News
Update from Humanities
Our students continue to show remarkable resilience and perseverance in the work they 
undertake in their Humanities subjects. In Years 7  –  9, most of our students are undertaking 
work in Geography. Some Year 9 students completed this study in semester 1 and are now 
studying History. 

Year 7 students have been discovering ‘liveabilty’ and are now able to discuss many features 
that make a place desirable to live in as well as ways to measure it. One of the things they found 
particularly interesting was the negative correlation between quality of life and happiness. 

They have theorised that in countries with a high quality of life, people’s expectations of happiness 
are higher which can lead to discontent. We reflected on how people with so much less are able 
to find happiness in simple pleasures. A valuable message for us all in these times!

Year 9 students have been learning 
about the geography and tourism and 
economics and business in tandem. 
This integration is an effective way of 
bringing learning to life and enabling 
students to engage in authentic tasks 
with application to the world outside 
of school. They are beginning to work 
with spatial technologies such as this 
cruise ship tracker 
which enables them to 
see, in real time, where 
ships and other sea-
vessels are around the 
world and many more 
details about them. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities

Return to page 1
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Congratulations to all Students who participated in the National History Challenge!

While we have been in remote and flexible learning, young historians of Balwyn High School 
have been researching, citing, writing and filming for the National History Challenge. 
Congratulations to all students involved. You have exemplified ‘creativity, integrity and 
persistence’ (Balywn High School theme for 2020) and resilience as you have tackled this 
challenge remotely, addressing the topical theme of Contested Histories

A screenshot of Chloe Lee’s video exploring the contested history of the treatment of 
Indigenous Australians. 

An exploration of the memory and history of Anne Boleyn (student requested to remain 
anonymous) 

 

Jane Gibson 
Assistant Director of English and Humanities 

Return to page 1
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Careers Faculty News
Interstate study – Pros, Cons and FAQs

Despite our changed world due to Covid-19, I am happy to continue recommending interstate 
study as a wonderful option for students. 

Studying interstate at the tertiary level is becoming increasingly popular with Australian teenagers.  
Because some students and parents are hesitant about this option, here are a few thoughts that 
may help.

Ex-students who have studied interstate have loved the exciting new environment. They grow up 
far more quickly than students living at home during post-secondary studies. They develop great 
independence and acquire life skills that equip them for future challenges and help them stand 
out in graduate interviews. They compete very successfully for the best graduate employment 
positions available. 

There are few negatives apart from the increased cost of rental accommodation and other living 
expenses. However, many scholarships are available for students studying interstate. Students 
can also continue to work part time while living interstate.

Here are some of the most frequent questions I am asked…

Is it hard for students to make friends interstate? 
Interestingly, students who study interstate often make friends more quickly than peers who 
remain in their own state. There is a great community feeling among students who live away from 
home and universities really look after interstate students. Some provide free tutors or mentors 
if students need them and organise social activities to help students form friendships and settle 
into their studies away from home.

How hard is it to find accommodation? How much does it cost?
It is not difficult at all to find good accommodation. University websites have a lot of information 
about accommodation and support for interstate applicants. Costs vary according to whether 
students want their own room, a shared room, are happy to do their own cooking (self-catered) or 
want meals provided. Students can live on campus or off campus. Off campus accommodation is 
generally cheaper and universities have options they can recommend as safe for young people. 
It is advisable to investigate and sometimes pre-book accommodation even before students 
receive an offer into an interstate university. Deposits are generally very low and most are 
refundable if a student does not receive an offer into the university. 

When students study interstate, can they still access financial support from the 
government?
Yes. Students who study interstate can access CSP (Commonwealth Supported Place) places. 
They may also be eligible for some additional living away from home allowance from the 
government.

Return to page 1
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What happens if a student is unhappy studying away from home?
Students should simultaneously apply for courses in Victoria as well as interstate. They can then 
defer the place offered here and take up the interstate offer. They can then return home if they are 
very unhappy and take up the deferred place here. They will generally have to wait until the next 
semester or sometimes the next year, but the course will be waiting for them. 

Are students safe if they stay on campus in another state?
There has been concerning press about hazing rituals at some halls of residence in many 
universities around Australia. However, media coverage of this should increase the likelihood 
that these archaic rituals will be less frequent – hopefully eradicated entirely. All universities want 
to protect their students. Reputations depend on this. Before choosing accommodation on or off 
campus, thoroughly investigate all options. Universities should be happy to answer questions 
about security in halls of residence.

Can students who study interstate easily find part-time work?

All university students, whether they study in their own state or interstate, should have part-time 
employment. Apart from helping to support themselves, they acquire priceless life and career/
employment skills that will help them gain quality graduate employment. Universities in all states 
offer students support in finding part-time employment.

Finally…
If you have any other questions, do not hesitate to contact any university around 
Australia. All universities want their students to be happy and to succeed 
– especially those who are visitors from interstate. I am also happy to provide 
feedback on specific universities around Australia. 

Erin Shale
Careers Learning Area      

Cooking at Home for Food Studies

Once again, the students at Balwyn High School have met the challenges of completing their 
practical activities for Food Studies with a great attitude. The Food Studies team are in awe 
of the abilities of our students to produce food to such a high standard. They have worked to 
create products suitable for a range of design briefs including cooking a traditional Australian 
damper, making a healthy snack, creating an Italian inspired meal as well as our new Year 8 
students who have been creating scones. The Food Studies team would like to thank all those 
families who have assisted in helping their children develop their practical skills 
in this unique situation and we hope that they have enjoyed the delectable treats 
they have created. We are also impressed with the students who have not had 
the opportunity to cook from home but who have also demonstrated sound 
understanding of food preparation and presentation principles by completing the 
weekly alternative cooking tasks.

Nicole Adderley

Return to page 1
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SRC Relections
This year has shown that a global pandemic comes with its unique challenges, but also, more 
importantly, how well we can adapt to change. Although currently the world seems dark and 
gloomy and we have been unable to live the lifestyles we’re accustomed to, it has also brought 
with it new opportunities! 

Sure, you might be used to living a fast-paced life, but now is a great time to embrace the possibility 
of slowing down. You might find that you have time to do things you’ve previously put off. If you feel 
like it, why not introduce a creative outlet to your life. Take up new hobbies. Taking up something 
that requires your unbroken attention can make the hours fly by without you realising. These 
hobbies that you pick up to distract yourself with have the fantastic possibility to turn into life-long 
skills! 

If you don’t feel creative, that’s okay. Why not set yourself goals for the day or week, such as 
finishing off that book you put down a while ago or helping to make dinner with your family 

Here’s how the SRC has spent their time at home:

This year I have chosen to centre more importance and time on my meals now that I have the 
chance. I have especially enjoyed making breakfast. When school is on, I wouldn’t have much 
time to eat in the morning, so I would rush it. Food can be so enjoyable and cathartic to prepare 
when time is taken to create the meal. I now often bake goods such as muffins or crumpets for 
my breakfast because I have the time to have something fresh and homemade, and I get so much 
joy out of eating good food. ~ Lucy Coburn, SRC Executive 2020

While this year has not been what I expected, it has taught me a valuable lesson about adapting to 
change. Remote learning lends itself to a less active lifestyle. Following the first remote learning, I 
have been trying to get outside during recess and lunchtimes, just to shoot a basketball or go for 
a walk or run. This bit of exercise has helped with my concentration in lessons and made remote 
learning feel more ‘normal’. ~ Steph Manton, SRC Executive 2020

Return to page 1
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Monday 3 August marked the last day that the Year 12s 
would be together in face-to-face learning for a while, 
right before we headed back to remote learning. Amongst 
frequent SACs and an increase in COVID-19 cases, there 
was a sense of uncertainty of what our final days of school 
would hold. For Year 12s, the final cycle of school events 
marks many ‘last times’ and it became clear that the days 
that we were able to spend together were numbered.

Amongst this uncertainty and in the spirit of the school 
theme ‘Creativity, Integrity, Persistence’, the Year 12 
Student Leadership Team organised a small celebration 
during the day. Students and staff took the opportunity to 
write messages to each other in the Year 12 Courtyard, 
spreading positivity and hope amongst the cohort. Inside 
the Year 12 Study Centre, the Year 12 Student Leadership 

team organised decorations and 
music and organised a screening 
of the highlights packages from 
Year 7 onwards, a refreshing reminder of how much each of us have grown 
over the last few years, developing as 
individuals and a community. It was 
nice to be able to spend our final days 
of face-to-face learning, together as a 
Year 12 family and we look forward to 
seeing the family together when we 
return for our final weeks of school.

Last week marked the first time that any Year 12s had stepped onto campus in 
almost a month, and for students on site, the atmosphere 
was buzzing with excitement. The challenges of social 
isolation were always going to be present during this 
second round of home learning, however the ability to 
complete SACs on campus has relieved us of the stresses 
that online assessments were likely to produce during 
our Year 12. A by-product of this has been the renewed 
opportunity for brief, socially-distant reunions within the 
cohort, enabling us to feel just that little bit more connected 
during these strange times. We are particularly grateful for 
the way staff have accommodated the shift back to home-
learning, making the 
whole process as 
seamless as it can 
be. Assessments 

may be limited but the interconnectedness of our cohort 
has adapted Our days are broken up by regular calls from 
close friends and a newfound appreciation for nature and 
the outdoors. 

Rueben Iywan,
SRC President

Piper Louey
School

 Vice-Captain

Ned Lindenmayer
School Captain

Leroy Floyd
Vice School 

Captain

Return to page 1
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music

“With music, one’s whole future life is brightened. This is such a treasure in life that it helps us 
over many troubles and difficulties. Music is nourishment, a comforting elixir. Music multiplies all 
that is beautiful and of value in life.” – Zoltan Kodaly 

Over the last few weeks our VCE Units 3/4 Music Performance and Music Investigation students 
have reflected on their choice of instrument and the impact of completing VCE music.

Alfie Walker Music Captain and David Wang Year 12  have reflected on their experiences.

A Reflection on Drumming and VCE Music.
I began learning the drums when I was 11 years old, so around seven years ago, but ever since 
I was a kid I was banging on pots and pans with a passion. I had decided to do VCE Music back 
in Year seven after a drummer I knew  said he was doing it, and being an impressionable 12 year 
old who was in awe of the older kids, I made the decision then and there. 

Of course, I actually had no idea what ‘VCE’ even meant at the time, and had very little 
understanding of what the subject entailed. My decision, however, turned out to be a good 
one, and I took Music Performance Units 1/2 in Year 10, with it quickly becoming my favourite 
subject. I continued on to do Music Performance Units 3/4 in Year 11, and I am now taking Music 
Investigations Units 3/4 in Year 12. The awesome thing about taking a VCE Music subject is that 
it allows me to dedicate time to playing my instrument even in the madness of Year 12.

This year, in VCE Music Investigations, I have been studying one of the great drummers, Steve 
Gadd, and in doing so I have come to understand just how important rhythm is. While in many 
cases, the melody of a song is the most noticeable thing, the drums and rhythm section are the 
engine of the music. Rhythm is what makes you want to dance, it’s what gives life to harmony 
and melody. The reason I love drumming so much is because it is more than just an auditory 
experience, it’s a physical one; not just for the performer, but for the audience too. Moving your 
body to a beat, be it tapping your feet or dancing, is ingrained into our nature, we’ve been doing 
it for thousands of years, and because of this it is a source of joy that knows no barriers. 

To quote my dad, Bryan: “it’s very hard to jump up and down without smiling”.

Studying rhythm and drumming in VCE Music has helped me to realise just how true that is.

Alfie Walker 
Year 12

http://
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Music

Reflection on Marimba/Keyboard Percussion
When I was four years old, I started to learn piano. At 
that time, I was not very interested in music. I was very 
uncomfortable at being limited to designated pieces. After 
a period of time, I gradually began to be interested in music 
and made my first composition, which was impossible on  
piano. In 2015, I went to USA for a year, and I decided to join 
the marching band. But this is when the problem arose – I 
realized that the piano is not a band or orchestral instrument. 
Then, someone in the drumline suggested  to me to play the  
marimba. I agreed because  the marimba is very similar to 
the piano. This is how everything started. I played marimba 
in the drumline front ensemble while not losing my main 
focus on piano. Later, I discovered the Blue Devils Drum 
and Bugle Corps, and I am heavily motivated and inspired 
by them. Because of this, I decided to practice keyboard 
percussion and increase my skills. When it came to VCE 
Music, I had to make another decision between piano and 

keyboard percussion. I chose keyboard percussion for the following reasons:

•	 Piano is not a band or orchestra instrument, but with keyboard percussion, I am able to 
be in a much wider range of ensembles.

•	 Keyboard percussion is very similar to piano, so it is very easy for me to transfer from 
piano to keyboard percussion. It is also easy to begin but hard to master.

•	 Piano is heavily competitive, and it is one of the instruments that most people play.
•	 Keyboard percussion is  not a  very common instrument, and it is very important for more 

people to understand keyboard percussion.
•	 With keyboard percussion being much less competitive, it is much more helpful for future 

auditions and competitions.
I am passionate about the marimba and love playing and working with the ensembles on my 
instrument.

David Wang 
Year 12 

We wish all our Year 12 students every success as they move closer to their final performance 
examinations in Term 4.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

2020 

YEAR 12 MUSIC STUDENTS’ PRESENTATION

BE
ST

 O
F 

SE
RI

ES

We are pleased to present the best of series of the Winter Concerts over the last four years.

The Year 12 students who have committed and been so dedicated to the instrumental/ensemble 
program will be acknowledged in these concerts.

The best of series of the Winter Concerts will be available week 8 of this term.

http://
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Making Meaning with Maths
2020 Education Perfect Mathematics Championships (Years 7 - 10)
The 2020 Education Perfect Mathematics Championships is a seven-day online competition 
celebrating learning and achievement in Maths. In 2019, there were 250 000 competitors, 78 000 
000 questions answered and 9000 certificates awarded. This year the organisers are targeting 
one million students.

The championships will be held from between the 1 and 8 September. This competition motivates 
students to achieve their best in a fun environment. The questions are based on the Australian 
Mathematics curriculum and serve the purpose of revising and reinforcing maths concepts and 
skills; as well as challenging students with their problem solving abilities.  Prizes, vouchers and 
certificates are awarded to outstanding students.

There is no cost for entering this competition. To enrol, go to:

https://help.educationperfect.com/article/779-student-tips-for-ep-maths-championships

For information, including rules, go to:

https://help.educationperfect.com/article/396-education-perfect-world-series-rules

Let the championships begin!

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://help.educationperfect.com/article/779-student-tips-for-ep-maths-championships
https://help.educationperfect.com/article/396-education-perfect-world-series-rules
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Mathematics/Science
Spotlight in Science

Reflections Year 7
Science this year has been a weird but fun experience for me. There were a lot of ups and downs 
on my journey to where I am today. I have come so far with my knowledge of science all thanks 
to Miss Hu 🙂. From figuring out how to use a Bunsen burner to learning about different types of 
forces, it seems to me that I have a lot more to learn about science, but it would 
be worth it. The past two and half terms have been a BLAST and, in two years’ 
time my sister would be experiencing the same enjoyment that I have felt since 
the start of this year. When I leave high school, I will always remember all the 
great science teachers that have taught me everything that I would probably 
know at that point in time. Overall, the two and a half terms of this year have 
been an outstanding experience for me. Best of wishes to the students of next 
year who will hopefully enjoy science as much as me.

Lucas Huynh 
Year 7

So far this year we have learnt lots of things; this has included getting a Bunsen burner licence, 
learning about tidal waves and how the orbit affects seasons as well as grouping animals in 
a way I thought was never possible. However, this year the main negative is being at home in 
remote learning. It has made this year a whole more challenging because our 
connection with the school, teachers and friends have been tough. Luckily we 
have had an AMAZING teacher (Miss Hu) who has somehow found a way to 
keep us interested by creating the question of the day and learning science in 
a fun, exciting and enjoyable way. Hopefully the year in science will become 
more enjoyable than it already is, when we are back at school and learn as a 
class again. Overall this year has been a rollercoaster of a ride but there has 
been way more ups than downs. 

Jack Grybas 
Year 7

We created this poster together with our friends Eugene and Nicholas during the classification 
unit!

http://
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Mathematics/Science
In Year 7 Science this semester we have been learning about forces and their 
effect on us and the objects around us. We have discovered friction and air 
resistance and how they work on slowing things down and how gravity works 
to keep us grounded. Using programs such as stile and Education Perfect we 
have also learnt about balanced and unbalanced forces and planetarium orbits 
through stimulations. Did you know that any type of force is just a push or a 
pull?

Alison Winstanley 
Year 7

Year 8
I have been enjoying the challenges and tasks throughout remote learning in Science, we have 
learnt a wide spread of new and knowledgeable information which will prepare me for the work 
approaching in my later years at Balwyn High School. During remote learning 
I’ve learnt new concepts and ideas and have extended my knowledge doing 
extra tasks to get a better understanding of the material. Remote learning has 
been a unique and different experience, I have taken away lots during these 
times and improved my skills, knowledge and pushing myself to try new and 
exciting things. During Science we have been focusing on pre-Chemistry 
related unit and have overcome challenges and new ideas, to conclude remote 
learning has been a good experience this term in Science.

Araya Burnside 
Year 8

During term three, the Year 8’s investigated the topic of elements and compounds. Although 
we were studying remotely, we were able to understand the concepts behind the periodic table, 
atom structures and molecular models. We investigated different atom structures such as lattices 
and identified the different parts of atoms and how they chemically bond with each other to make 
compounds. We also had the opportunity to analyse a pre-recorded experiment that involved 
burning magnesium to create a new compound.  

Learning remotely has been a challenging. However, we were able to learn from 
our previous experience in Term 2. Given the amount of time spent at home, we 
have become adept at motivating ourselves and scheduling time to get things 
done. Overall, remote learning has been remarkable experience and we have 
been learned a lot about ourselves and what we’re capable of.

Ranisha Devadason 
Year 8

Year 9
Throughout Term 2, we have covered ecosystems, electricity and chemical reactions. With little 
to none prior knowledge about these topics, I believe I have learnt a lot about them so far. The 
units included a lot of information about the topics, which could be overwhelming at first, but 
there were many interactive activities that helped students have a better understanding of the 
topics. For example, I enjoyed experimenting different things in the pHet website, which allowed 
us to create simulations of circuits throughout the electricity unit. I believe this 
was a good thing to include in the lessons because many students are visual 
learners, meaning that the website would have been beneficial for them. I also 
enjoyed the chemical reactions unit, as we learned about different types of 
chemical reactions like combustion and corrosion. I found it interesting when we 
were balancing chemical equations; I was able to understand it quite well from 
the start. Although confusing and challenging at times, sometimes because of 
remote learning and others because of work, I was able to overcome that with 
the assistance of my friends and teacher. 

Terry Yu
Year 9

http://
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Mathematics/Science

This semester has been tough for all. School has given me something to do. In Science this 
semester we have been working on chemical reactions and only recently 
started on The nervous system. The chemical reactions unit was quite 
difficult to learn over remote learning because of the amount of content we 
had to learn and the language included. Having a WebEx call for each of 
these lessons made things a lot easier as it motivated me to attempt the 
work to the best of my ability. My favourite part of Science this semester has 
been the Education Perfect tasks because it tests me on my knowledge and 
it’s convenient. Overall, Science has been running quite smoothly from my 
perspective as a student.

Piera Dialectos 
Year 9

Years 11 and 12 Chemistry
VCE students experienced classical ‘wet chemistry’ during the early weeks of Term 3. The 
development of practical investigation skills, like volumetric and gravimetric analysis, is a 
significant component of the VCE Chemistry Study Design.

Thinking creatively
You have 14 brown socks, 14 blue socks and 14 black socks in your sock drawer. How many 
socks must you remove (without looking to be sure) to have a matched pair?

Edition 12 Solution
According to this function, the number of cases for day 159, assuming no Stage 3 and 4 restriction, 
was 2607. Modelling by Melbourne’s Burnett Institute predicted an even greater number of cases.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-04/melbournes-coronavirus-lockdown-worth-it-burnet-institute-data/12521434
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SPORT
‘Spot The Landing!’
Like so much in our lives, Sport this year has been, and still is ‘Up in the air’. The Sport Team at 
Balwyn High School has ‘spotted the landing’ so many times since late March, only to have the 
floor shift again. 

Rebekah Chen (Year 12 and Senior International Level gymnast) spends a good deal of her time 
‘up in the air’ and knows the importance of practice and preparation to ensure that her landing 
is perfect. Spot the landing place early and make it stick! Thankfully for Rebekah, the apparatus, 
mat or floor does not move, and years of practice and technique adjustment ensure that the 
landing sticks. 

Can you ‘Spot the Landing’ for Sport this year? 

Let’s have another go, the following is our best shot and hope at this, however the ‘floor’ is not 
yet in place!

•	 No Sport at all in Term 3 (definite)
•	 No Region and State Championships in any Sport for 2020 (definite)
•	 No Division Athletics Championships (definite)
•	 If we return to onsite learning and if we are permitted to run excursions in Term 4, perhaps 

we will have time to run some Division competitions. The Year 7 Summer Sport Round 
Robin which was postponed in Term 1, is still scheduled to run on Wednesday 14  

October. Teams were selected in Term 1 and hopefully will be good to go. This will give 
Year 7 students at least some Interschool competition at Division Level.

•	 It may be possible to run a mix of other sports at different levels as well Year 7- Inters. 
Perhaps Gala Days across multiple Sports might work. We will see if…. and when…..!

•	 If we are not permitted to run excursions and are back to onsite learning, then we will 
do our best to organise some Intra-school Sporting Competitions. This may be House, 
Tutorial Group, Level or…….

http://
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In the meantime whilst you are in ISO there are a number of virtual sporting events and challenges 
that you can do for free.

•	 Virtual Chess: 15 of our Chess players are currently playing virtual chess in an Interschool 
Competition.

•	 Virtual Track and Field: School Sport Victoria (SSV) has launched the Virtual Track 
and Field. Virtual Track and Field offers a selected number of disciplines. Inspired by 
Olympians, Team Vic Alumni and SSV Ambassadors. Enter one event or all of them. 
When you enter be sure to click on Balwyn High School

                 -  Combined event:100m sprint, standing long jump, tennis ball shotput and 800m run. 
                -  Sprints: (60m, 80m, 100m, 200m, 400m) 
                -  Run or walk: (800m, 1500m) 
                -  Jumps: (standing long jump and standing triple jump) 
                -  Throw: (tennis ball shotput)

•	 Virtual Challenges: SSV Virtual Challenges, have you got what it takes? This is your 
time to shine, show these great athletes that you are up to the challenge. There are eight 
challenges for you at present: https://www.ssv.vic.edu.au/Pages/SSVVirtualChallenges.
aspx 

•	 Melbourne Victory Competition. You could win either a Signed Melbourne Victory Jersey 
or a Signed Melbourne Victory Football. To enter the competition simply try one or both of 
the SSV virtual challenges (above) marked with an asterisk (**) and then post a video of 
yourself giving it a try on your Instagram news feed. 

•	 The Physical Education and Sport Education staff keep posting activities and virtual 
challenges in their lesson plans as well. These are great for fitness, fun and for the mind. 
I am sure that there are lots more great challenges or activities that you do or have tried 
at this time. Please let us know of any that you recommend. 

•	 Have you walked (mask on) or ran or cycled every street within five kilometres of your 
house? Many people have!

So you see, there is bit to do when you really have nowhere to go. It’s not real sport but it keeps 
the fires of competition burning! We will do our best to keep your sporting hopes and dreams 
alive as we set up for Term 4 2020 and certainly as we set our sporting calendars for 2021. We 
hope it will be a full on sporting year and that the floor does not keep moving as we spot a 
landing!

Keeping The Dream Alive
At our school we have many very talented sportspeople who have strong dreams and work 
amazingly hard over a long period of time to achieve them. The physical and emotional demands 
of trying to achieve your dream are often very high. This is apart from the social and economic 
costs to parents in particular who support our young hopefuls on their journey.

Some of you play high level underage local Sport and make representative, school sport 
representative, state or national teams. Some of you venture overseas for a while for coaching, 
training or competition to improve your skills and gain vital experience as you seek to be your 
very best in the sport or discipline you love.

SPORT

http://
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The Peios Brothers Dream
A few of you move overseas permanently in your quest to be a professional in your sport. The 
Peios brothers, Olivier and Emile have done just that. They now reside in Belgium and are making 
their dream of being professional football (soccer) players come true. 

In 2017 when he was in Year 7 Olivier was the recipient of a SSV ‘Sporting Blue’ award for 
Football. He was nominated by the North Balwyn Primary School and was obviously a very 
talented player. Approximately two years ago he moved to Belgium to develop his talent and to 
pursue his dream. Olivier is currently playing at the highest level of underage soccer so the reality 
of the dream appears close.

Olivier’s older brother Emile who plays for the Melbourne City FC NPL U20, decided to stay at 
Balwyn High School to finish his Year 12 studies. Last week he moved to Belgium to rejoin his 
family and also to follow his passion and dream. The following is part of a lovely email Emile has 
just sent to me.

From Emile Peios, Belguim
I have been very busy adjusting to the new lifestyle whilst still completing online school. (Unit 4 
studies with teachers at Balwyn High School)

I am currently not at a club, my agent has trials organised for me ranging from first division Belgian 
clubs all the way down to third. I will start trailing on Monday I have not been able to as far because 
I had to get tested for COVID-19. 

As a soccer player, it is well known that Europe is your best chance to make it as a professional 
for numerous reasons, but mostly because of the vast amount of opportunities that European 
soccer clubs present. To put it into perspective, here in Australia there is 1 professional soccer 
league with 12 clubs, whereas in Belgium there are 2 professional soccer leagues with 20 teams 
in each. The bordering countries France, Germany and the Netherlands combined have another 
8 professional football leagues. 

http://
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My first goal always has been to sign a professional footballing contract with a club. It is an 
extremely hard goal which comes with a huge reward as well obviously. I am extremely happy at 
the moment to be here in Europe trying to achieve my goal which I have worked so hard for all 
my life. 

I also understand how important school is and would never put soccer above it. My plan was 
always to complete my schooling here (at Balwyn High School) and then go. My brothers are 
attending school here and are really enjoying it as well. 

My move here has been really enjoyable because I have already got family here, and I was also 
welcomed by my brothers and mum who I have not seen for more than a year and a half. The 
language is the biggest barrier I am faced with because it makes it a lot harder, however my 
brothers both picked up the language in a year, so knowing that makes me feel better. 

Leaving my friends and family behind in Australia was extremely tough. Every day I miss them, 
but through the motivation I have to achieve my goal, I can see past missing them and I don’t let 
it affect me. 

Kind regards,

Emile Peios

Thankyou Emile and Olivier for your contribution to our school soccer teams while you were with 
us. We hope that you can indeed live your dreams of becoming professional soccer players in 
Belgium and maybe being in the national team one day. 

To all of you aspiring sports stars out there, I encourage you to dare to dream, work hard and 
smart and follow your passion as far as you can. We would love to hear and share your stories 
as well. 

In the meantime, the Sport Team here at Balwyn High School will do all we can to support your 
school sport dreams of playing with your ‘mates’, having fun and representing the school. 

As always we live in hope! 

Stay well, stay safe and stay fit!

Rob Handreck
Director of Sport
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