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End of Term 3 and looking forward to better times for Victoria
As the term draws to a close next week, I would like to acknowledge the work and commitment of 
our students, staff and families throughout the most demanding of times. As a school community 
we have been extremely fortunate not to have been adversely affected by COVID-19 with a 
subsequent closure of our campus. My sympathies are extended to those schools who have 
suffered significant and ongoing disruptions. I sincerely hope that the worst of the crisis is behind 
us and we can look to more positive and certain times ahead.

At Balwyn High School we are renowned for encouraging our students to balance their academic 
studies with the myriad of extra-curricular opportunities, all of which are provided to extend, inspire, 
challenge and develop their skills and talents. This goal, during this term, has been seriously 
challenged given our Years 7 - 10 students have been learning remotely for the past nine weeks, 
and with our VCE students only onsite for the first three weeks and then intermittedly for their 
essential assessments.

It has been fantastic, however, to see how innovative our clubs, committees, music, sport, 
debating, community service and peer mentoring programs have been throughout the Melbourne 
Stages 3 and 4 lockdowns. Students have been creative, flexible and adaptable and have been 
championed by our wonderful teachers. Students have created ‘thank you’ videos for our staff in 
appreciation of their extraordinary efforts throughout Remote Learning. I too thank our fantastic 
staff who are committed to best instructional practice, and who have initiated and overseen 
wonderful extra-curricular opportunities, often in addition to their teaching responsibilities. Thank 
you also to our superb ES staff who have provided significant support to enable programs to keep 
running and some students supervised onsite.

Our highly successful recent Vision and Values Evening, the magnificent Strings Students’ 
rendition of Ave Maria, and our Best of Winter Concerts have all served to keep our community 
connected and inspired. We should be rightly proud of the calibre of our leadership teams, staff 
and students who have fully embraced the opportunities to shine and celebrate this term’s Pillar 
of Learning – Learning To Do.  

We are now currently looking to our traditional term four major events – Graduation Night, Grade 6 
Orientation Day and Presentation Night – to end this year of COVID on a high. We are determined 
to suitably recognise the achievements and outstanding contributions of so many in our school 
community in a year like no other. With Bernadette Clayton, our marvellous Director of Music and 
Community Engagement overseeing these events, I know that we will achieve just that.

Our Year 12 students have been incredibly resilient and focussed this year and I am so proud 
of them. They have been led brilliantly by the ‘Executive Student Leadership Team’ – Ned, Julia, 
Leroy, Piper, Reuben and Kerry, and supported by our superb Senior School Team – Julien Escurat, 
Eliza Broadbent, Paul Gear and Ally Cerni. The upcoming holiday break for these students will be 
interspersed with online Revision Lectures and Practice Examinations to support their studies 
prior to the end of year examinations in November. The GAT, traditionally held in June, will take 
also place in the first week of next term. I am confident that our students will make the most of the 
opportunities provided for them to fully prepare themselves for the final weeks of their schooling 
at Balwyn High School and to leave a powerful legacy for those students who will follow behind 
them.
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Balwyn High School Represented at State Schools Spectacular – again!
The annual Spectacular arena event attracts over 10,000 audience members at Rod Laver 
Arena to showcase the best talent in Victorian Government Schools. This year the event will be 
replaced with a made-for-TV show.  Performers will be pre-recorded virtually from their homes in 
adherence to COVID-19 health guidelines and restrictions. The individual performances are being 
technically combined into a new-look show for a television broadcast.

Congratulations to Nenah Jones of Year 9 who has been chosen as a major vocal contributor to 
the Spectacular. Nenah is one of our most talented vocal students and was a standout with her 
rendition of ‘This Time’ as part of our 2019 Presentation Night finale. We wish Nenah all the very 
best for her part in the Spectacular and look forward to seeing her performance later in the year 
when it is broadcast on Channel 7.

Deborah Harman
Principal
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Assistant Principals’  Report 
Term 3 Progress Reports
Balwyn High School’s third stage of reporting to students and parents involves all students 
receiving a progress report through Compass which will be available from 4.00 pm Thursday 17 
September, 2020. This end-of-term progress report provides useful feedback for students when 
aiming to achieve their best outcomes in Term 4. The fourth and final stage of reporting for 2020 
will occur when the Semester 2 reports are released on Friday 11 December, 2020.  

Uniform – Change to Summer Uniform 
From Monday 7 September, students attending onsite assessment sessions for Unit 4 subjects 
may wear either the winter uniform or the summer uniform until the end of term. During these 
final two weeks, students are not to mix parts of the winter and summer uniforms and regardless 
of which uniform they choose to wear, it must be worn correctly. The blazer is still worn as the 
outer garment to and from school (not the green jumper) with the summer uniform. When a 
Term 4 return-to-school date is determined by the government, all students will wear full summer 
uniform. Your continued assistance ensures the school’s culture of always having uniform 
Uniform is maintained.

Victorian High Ability Program
83 of our Years 7 and 8 students have been selected to take part in the Victorian High Ability 
Program. The program focuses on tasks that stimulate students’ critical thinking, problem solving 
and creativity – enriching their understanding of English and mathematics. The program will not 
focus on accelerating students through core Victorian Curriculum content. Students are selected 
based on their NAPLAN scores and 2019 teacher judgements. For those Year 7 students who 
have not been selected for Term 4 2020, there remains a further four opportunities to be selected 
in 2021. 

Students will participate in one virtual class per week over a 10-week period. Students will also 
engage with learning materials using the web based, Learning Management System, Virtual 
School Victoria Online. Teachers who have been specifically trained for this role will run classes 
each week, engaging students through a range of virtual strategies using Cisco WebEx. Teachers 
will also engage with students via forums, quizzes and blogs at Virtual School Victoria Online.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principals

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principal

On Site Year 12 Assessments
Over the past few weeks, clarification provided by the Department of Education and Training 
(DET) has allowed us to undertake our essential Unit 3 & 4 Assessments on campus. This has 
been a tremendous relief to our Year 12 students who can be confident that they can undertake 
their assessments in examination like conditions and in an appropriate assessment environment. 
This is also providing students with confidence in the consistency and fairness of assessment 
conditions as well as the opportunity to prepare for the upcoming VCE external examinations.  
All assessments have been undertaken in conditions conducive to a COVID-19 safe environment 
including significantly reduced numbers of students in the examination rooms, temperature 
checking and the compulsory wearing of masks. We thank all of the staff who have been 
supporting this process and acknowledge the students who have demonstrated commendable 
resilience and dedication to their studies.  

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Year 12 – Approaching the Final Examinations
Year 12 students are to remember how much influence they hold over their final results as they 
enter these final weeks before examinations. If this time is used carefully and productively, 
students may make a significant impact on their final examination result.

All students will be emailed an Examination Revision Planner for each of their Units 3 & 4 subjects. 
The intention of this planner is to direct study time during the holidays and ensure that all aspects 
of each subject are covered. Students in previous years have commented on how invaluable this 
tool has been in supporting them through their examination preparation.

Many students will also form online study groups over the holidays. This is an extremely effective 
way of learning. Students are able to ask questions in a safe and supportive environment as well 
as challenge each other to think deeply and broadly, making connections that they are unable 
to on their own.

VCE Units 3 & 4 Revision Program
In addition to the ongoing support students receive from their teachers, they have the opportunity 
to participate in the VCE Units 3 & 4 Revision Program. This year has seen many changes and 
the schedule of the Revision Program has been adjusted to allow students to focus on all school-
based assessments while being given sufficient time to prepare for their VCE Examinations. 
A combination of lectures and practice examinations will be held in September and October. 
Revision lectures are conducted by lecturers external to Balwyn High School and provide 
an overview of the course content as well as information on examination techniques and the 
examination format. This year, all revision lectures will be held via video conference. Bookings via 
Compass for the English Practice Examinations are open until 13 September and for the Revision 
Lectures in a range of subjects until 14 September.

VCE Ignition Program
A vital part of the preparation for VCE is the Ignition Program which occurs at the end of November/
early December. During the Ignition Program, students will actually complete the first week of 
their VCE. Knowledge and skills will be developed which will enable students to undertake the 
preparation work necessary for the best start to their VCE years. The learning content of these 
lessons will not be repeated in 2021.

It is most important that all students access the Ignition Program. Students should not arrange to 
leave school for holidays prior to completing the Ignition Program. The Ignition Program will take 
place from Monday 23 to Friday 27 November for VCE Unit 3 and from Monday 30 November to 
Friday 4 December for VCE Unit 1. 

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

NEV Region Student Leaders’ Forum
On Tuesday I September we participated in our second Student Leadership forum run by NEV 
(North Eastern Victorian) Region and the DET (Department Education Training). Much like the first, 
this gave us a unique opportunity to not only share the innovative programs and concepts that 
we have developed during home-learning to engage the cohort socially as well as academically, 
but also gave us profound insight into possible ventures that we ought to make ourselves. 

By connecting hundreds of Leaders from around the Region to each other, DET enabled a 
new level to take place, fostering greater creativity and critical construction of potential ideas. 
Furthermore, by listening to each and every one of our concerns, the DET allowed us to feel 
engaged in a fresh way with what can often seem like a monolithic structure dictating from above, 
giving us a renewed sense of belief in the capacity of such an institution. 

This was underpinned by a talk given to us by VCAA Chair and sportsman Chris Wardlaw, who 
gave us fascinating insight into his perspective on the nature of our final year at high school while 
instilling in us a greater sense of motivation to push through the last stretch. 

Return to page 1
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Senior School Report
Almost all of the strategies came from the two of us in our break out room, and thus these 
suggestions are reinforcements of the good work Balwyn High School has already been doing to 
support the students. However, some departments may be implementing them more frequently, 
and thus the next step may be to promote widespread adoption of them across the school.
We would like to thank Ms Harman and Balwyn High School for giving us this unique opportunity, 
we look forward to being able to participate in future forums.

Ned Lindenmayer and Julia Goh
School Captains

Effective Strategies in home learning:
•	 Taking time away from the screen
•	 Running activities to meet with each other

  - Podcasts with the coordinators and teacher bantering

•	 Exercise together through apps
  - Strava

•	 Pastoral group
  - Teachers ensure to focus on mental health and wellbeing
  - Send a question regarding wellbeing and students answer
  - Teachers able to view and check up on students if necessary

Balwyn Student Leadership initiatives discussed:
•	 Study groups

  - Informally organised in some instances
  - Virtual Study Centre

•	 Buddy program
  - Connecting Year 12s to Year 7s who may feel detached from the School  
    Community
  - Further details TBC

•	 Open and accessible resources portal
  - Available since Iso 1.0; Year 12 Students can access support from other  
    students (who have completed their subject last year) and written resources

Strategies Schools, teachers and the region can do to support student learning
•	 More resources available universally
•	 Break out rooms with teachers

    - Students are more likely to engage in small groups

•	 Q and A live documents
  - We suggested this one and it is modelled well by the biology Q and A live  
    document 

•	 Teachers allow students to collaborate and discuss instead of only teacher talking when 
beginning new concepts in class

New websites created as a result of the last forum we attended:
•	 They have created a website dedicated to encouraging mental health and wellbeing, 

with regular seminars being held. The next upcoming one is on friday 1 pm - 1:30 pm: 
Exploring common Thinking Traps that can lead to negative patterns of thinking and 
learning practical strategies to manage them: https://sites.google.com/education.vic.
gov.au/nevr-year12/webinars

•	 Another website has also been created and dedicated to students, explaining information 
relevant to the process to gain entry to universities and how adjustments are being 
applied: https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/nevr-year12/home?authuser=0

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

One week to go in a term dominated by remote and flexible learning. A term that has tested our 
resilience and shown many of us what we can achieve when pushed into unfamiliar territory. 
I have the pleasure of teaching the “bookends” as I call them – a delightful Year 7 Art class 
and an equally wonderful Year 12 Psychology class. In Psychology, we are completing our 
mental health unit and discussing the characteristics that are supportive of good mental health. 
In Psychology, resilience is distinguished from other concepts such as ‘mental toughness’ or 
‘invulnerability’ with reference to certain key qualities: the ability to achieve positive results in 
adverse situations and the ability to function competently in stressful situations. These qualities 
have been clearly evident across the Middle School cohort this term, but not everyone has fared 
so well. Therefore, the timing and focus of our recent Vision and Values night, hosted by our 
Director of Student Services and his team was perfect for reminding us we are not doing this 
alone. I was so impressed with the tone and structure of the evening; the empathy mixed with 
practical suggestions for dealing with adversity. Moreover, I was delighted with the contributions 
made by our Middle School Wellbeing ambassadors Blake and Shriya, and our Middle School 
Wellbeing captain Himalaya Joshi. They all spoke so well and managed to put into words a 
lot of our own thoughts and experiences this term. Whether you are surviving or thriving at the 
moment, know you are a part of a great school community that looks after its own. 

A number of adjustments have been made to countless programs this year, and this includes 
our primary school visits – an important part of our transition program that prepares Grade 6 
students for the move to high school. This year, as we have been unable to invite primary school 
students to visit us, we have decided to take a virtual visit to the primary schools. Our Assistant 
Director of Middle School, Katrina Douras and our fabulous Year 7 SLWMs, Deanna Pattieson 
and Emily Burke have been working with our current Year 7 leaders to craft welcome messages 
that include insights to life at Balwyn High School. Combined with a virtual tour of the school, we 
hope these messages, soon to be delivered to network primary schools, will give members of the 
2021 Year 7 cohort a tantalising taste of the great joys that await them once they join our vibrant 
and supportive school community.

Next term sees our attention turn to the process of recruiting our 2021 student leaders. Important 
information about the leadership recruitment process will be delivered to all students, early in 
Term 4 with students soon after asked to submit applications for 2021 leadership positions. Keep 
your eyes on News Feed for more updates on this process over the coming weeks.

In the meantime, enjoy your two-week break in the best way you can. Recharge those batteries 
and we will keep our fingers crossed for a return to the classroom sooner rather than later.

Andy Smith 
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn News

Vision and Values
Our Vision and Values presentation closes 
before the end of term. If you have yet to see 
the important messages delivered by our 
Student Services Team, Wellbeing Captains 
& Ambassadors, and Key Note speakers 
including Principal Ms. Harman and Dr. Paige 
Williams, we recommend you take the time to 
access the video via the link on News Feed. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
the creation of the presentation The Creative 
Challenge: Leading and Learning Together.

RU OK Day – Thursday 10 September
R U OK?’s vision is a world where we’re all connected 
and protected from negative mental health, impacting 
our livelihood. Their mission is to inspire and empower 
everyone to meaningfully connect with people around 
them and support anyone struggling with life.

This R U OK? Day, the Student Wellbeing Captains and 
Ambassadors will release a short presentation outlining 
every day strategies we can implement to foster a positive 
mindset and wellbeing, in case someone you ask is not 
feeling ok. 

It’s important what when we’re asking someone if they’re okay, we are in good frame of mind. 
Ask yourself the following:

•	 Am I ready to authentically ask? Am I in a good headspace?
•	 Am I prepared for what the response could be? Do I understand that you can’t ‘fix’ 

someone’s problems?
•	 Have I figured out the right time and place to have this conversation? 

Worried about a friend or family member or needing some extra support yourself? Speak up and 
let someone know! Some great support avenues you can access include:

•	 Speaking with trusted friends and family members
•	 Connecting with your SLWMs or someone at Student Services
•	 Headspace - https://www.eheadspace.org.au/ or call 1800 650 890 (Online and phone 

support and useful resources)
•	 Kids Helpline - https://kidshelpline.com.au/ or call 1800 551 800 (Online and phone 

support and useful resources)
•	 BeyondBlue - https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/ or call 1300 224 636 (Online and 

phone support and useful resources)
 

We all need to look out for one another so let’s start by simply asking ‘Are you OK?

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://www.eheadspace.org.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/
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Tips on how to ask:

Hamish Anderson
Director of Student Services 

 

Ask R U OK?
•	 Be relaxed, friendly and concerned in 

your approach. 
•	 Help them open up by asking 

questions like “How are you going?” 
or “What’s been happening?”  

•	 Mention specific things that have 
made you concerned for them, like 
“You seem less chatty than usual. How 
are you going?” 

If they don’t want to talk, don’t criticise 
them:

•	 Tell them you’re still concerned about 
changes in their behaviour and you 
care about them. 

•	 Avoid a confrontation. 
•	 You could say: “Please call me if you 

ever want to chat” or “Is there someone 
else you’d rather talk to?”

Listen with an Open Mind
•	 Take what they say seriously 

and don’t interrupt or rush the 
conversation.

•	 Don’t judge their experiences or 
reactions but acknowledge that 
things seem tough for them.

•	 If they need time to think, sit 
patiently with the silence.

•	 Encourage them to explain: “How 
are you feeling about that?” or 
“How long have you felt that way?”

•	 Show that you’ve listened by 
repeating back what you’ve heard 
(in your own words) and ask if you 
have understood them properly. 

Encourage Action
•	 Ask: “What have you done in the past 

to manage similar situations?”
•	 Ask: “How would you like me to 

support you?”
•	 Ask: “What’s something you can do for 

yourself right now? Something that’s 
enjoyable or relaxing?”

•	 You could say: “When I was going 
through a difficult time, I tried this... 
You might find it useful too.”

•	 If they’ve been feeling really down for 
more than 2 weeks, encourage them 
to see a health professional. You could 
say, “It might be useful to link in with 
someone who can support you. I’m 
happy to assist you to find the right 
person to talk to.”

•	 Be positive about the role of 
professionals in getting through tough 
times. 

Check In
•	 Pop a reminder in your diary to call 

them in a couple of weeks. If they’re 
really struggling, follow up with 
them sooner.

•	 You could say: “I’ve been thinking 
of you and wanted to know how 
you’ve been going since we last 
chatted.”

•	 Ask if they’ve found a better way to 
manage the situation. If they haven’t 
done anything, don’t judge them. 
They might just need someone to 
listen to them for the moment.

•	 Stay in touch and be there for them. 
Genuine care and concern can 
make a real difference.

If They Need Expert Help
Some conversations are too big for family and friends to take on alone. If someone’s been 
really low for more than 2 weeks - or is at risk - please contact a professional as soon as you 
can.

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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News

Library Support for R U OK Day and Wellbeing         
The Library continues to provide support for our wellbeing. Borrowing eBooks has never been 
more popular – whether it is to escape into another world, or find advice and support.  Instructions 
on how to do this from the Balwyn High School Library are on the Library SharePoint site (a 
favourite on compass).  Some recommendations include:

                           

Compiled by Mrs Mel Gutterson

The Student Librarians share the books they have enjoyed reading more than once – reading a 
favourite can be a great comfort, as can reading with a loved animal.

Meththa – Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J.K.Rowling

Vanessa – A ghost in my suitcase by Gabrielle Wang

Caitlin – One of us is lying by Karen K.McManus

Karthik – The Once series by Morris Gleitman

Jessica – Wonder by R.J.Palacio, The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Return to page 1
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News

by

Katrina Dawson   
Head of Library

Return to page 1
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During remote learning, both earlier in the year and in Term 3, our students have remained 
connected, and they have supported each other and the community in a range of ways. Many of 
our student led clubs and committees continued to meet via WebEx and they have been creative 
in ways to keep their clubs active. Student leaders regularly provided updates 
for The Lion so the school community could see and read about what they have 
been doing. I have been inspired by these wonderful young people, and I am 
so proud of how they have been there for each other and the wider community. 
In this edition, we have reports from students who have organized and run 
some of these events from debating to running to community care to the first 
live Balwyn High Shool Q & A.

Louise Noonan
Director of Student Leadership/Voice  

Interact Committee – Connecting With The Community
Due to COVID-19, everyone is limited in the things that we are able to do. The most vulnerable 
people in this pandemic are our aged care residents and the elderly so Interact are running a 
program for students across the school to write letters to aged care residents 
at Eva Tilley Aged Care Home in Balwyn North. This is an exciting way for all of 
us to interact with members of our local community and bring some happiness 
to their lives in this isolating time. We would love to hear about their rich life 
experiences that we can all learn from.

Maria Freesz and Fearghas Bennett, our President and Vice-President, will post 
updates via News Feed so the school community can get involved if interested.

Chamindri Kadigamuwa, 
Year 11 

Student and Marketing Director of Interact
Year 11 Students – Virtual Q & A
There is no doubt that COVID-19 and remote learning has placed numerous question marks at 
the end of a lot of our plans. However, despite the discouragement of physical social interactions, 
the school community has been more connected than ever before. One of the many ways we’ve 
been able to maintain our interactions is through the WebEx Q & A Panel Initiative. Where each 
week, we have a panel of five guests, ranging from teachers to Year 12 student leaders who 
answer a range of questions and discuss a wide variety of topics. Covering all sorts of discussion 
on VCE, well-being, experience in university and moving from Middle to Senior school. Students 
have been able to directly ask questions to the panel through the use of Microsoft Forms, before 
then listening to the discussion through WebEx. 

These sessions have not only allowed students to get to know their teachers and 
leaders but also clear up any concerns they may be having during this hectic 
time of the year, where students are in the process of subject selection and 
putting in university courses etc. It has been an incredibly beneficial initiative 
that has helped us all stay connected during our time at home. Finally, I would 
like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Ms Noonan, Ms Duncan and Ms 
Heath for their help and the support this initiative has received from teachers 
and students, it is greatly appreciated! 

Udeni Undugodage 
Year 11 

Return to page 1
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Virtual Running Club
Running Club hasn’t been able to run as per usual. To maintain the community spirit, Ryan Tay 
(Sport Captain) and I have been posting regular activities each week titled, ‘Remote Running 
Club’. On Mondays, we send out workout sessions via email. These sessions 
range from short or long distance running to workouts which focus on key muscle 
groups integral to running. Our aim for these ‘Remote Running Club’ sessions 
is to provide teachers and students with quick exercises options to fit into their 
school or work schedules, as well as to alleviate stress during these unusual 
circumstances. To continue staying connected whilst in lockdown, we will also 
be setting up a group on the exercise tracking app called Strava for Balwyn High 
School, where people can see other people’s running progress each week.

Andrea Kew 
Year 12

Running Club Co-ordinator

Debating
The Debaters Association of Victoria (DAV) competition has provided the opportunity to 
cooperate with teachers and teammates to explore the intricacies of relevant issues. The shift to 
online debating has re-shaped the traditional sense of public speaking. Despite the changes, we 
have consistently been able to engage in high quality and thought-provoking debates. There has 
also been a true display of camaraderie and excellent sportsmanship from all teams. 

From this competition, we have been able to adapt to the online debating program, equipping us 
with valuable IT literacy skills. These new implications have also caused the debating program 
to cut down the number of teams eligible to progress to the finals phase, across all three levels. 
As a result, this increased our competitive spirits, making the DAV competition an extremely 
adrenaline-fuelled intellectual journey with greater rewards. 

Year 10 STEP Leader
The Year 7 students have had an anything but a normal year so far. As everyone knows, Year 
7 is tricky enough without a global pandemic, but our Year 7 students have had so many 
more challenges come their way in 2020. Yet they still stay so resilient. That is when our STEP 
Coordinator, Ms. Noonan, and amazing STEP Leaders come in to do our magic! During remote 
learning, we have tried our best to give some comfort and happiness to the 
Year 7 students. We have made videos sharing advice about how to cope; and 
written notes filled with comfort and reassurance. In Week 9, the STEP Leaders 
decided to surprise our Year 7 students in creating ‘Virtual STEP Visits’ over 
WebEx, where we played fun games and had a great time. Despite the rainy 
days ahead, we hope that through this we have brought a little bit of sunshine 
to the Year 7 students in their first, very unusual introduction to High School.

Isabel Aliano
Year 10 STEP Leader
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Balwyn High School has reached new successes this season, as all five of our teams have won 
sixteen out of the nineteen rounds. Furthermore, two of our five teams have secured a highly 
coveted position in the quarterfinals by winning all their debating rounds. This means that two of 
our five teams are considered one of the top eight best debating teams in Victoria.  

On Sunday 30 August, D Grade Balwyn High School team two competed against Ivanhoe Girls’ 
Grammar School team one in the octo-finals. Our team had the negative side for the topic ‘that 
we should adopt an opt-out system for organ donation.’ The debate itself was extremely intense 
with both sides locked in earnest attack and rebuttal. Ultimately, our side managed to edge past 
to win by one point. This decision came at the narrowest of margins with the debate decided 
by a sole argument in our favour. C Grade Balwyn High School team two competed against 
Melbourne Grammar School team three in the octo-finals. As the affirmative team, we were able 
to begin the debate around the topic ‘that schools should prioritise vocational skills’. We quickly 
delved into fierce discussion, logical reasoning and creatively thought of rebuttals. As a result, 
Balwyn High School won with a strong three-point lead.

Whilst remote debating has naturally had its challenges, debates such as these nevertheless 
continue to inspire the thrill of the contest. The DAV competition has genuinely broadened the 
horizons of our understanding and outlook on society. We have all been able to walk away from 
each debate with more confidence and a wealth of knowledge because the experience has been 
extremely rewarding and enriching. We congratulate all teams for unlocking new personal and 
team achievements throughout the course of the DAV competition!

Isabelle Oh Year 11 and Dan Stavretis Year 9
Both Isabelle and Dan are student leaders as well as valued members of our debating  team

Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series (VCES)
The Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series (VCES) is a key initiative of the newly stablished 
Student Excellence Program that will provide enrichment opportunities across the curriculum to 
extend high-ability students from prep to Year 12 in Victorian government schools.

The series of excursions and incursions will include activities across all areas of the Victorian 
curriculum, and will be delivered face-to-face and virtually by education partners such as 
universities, arts organisations, science bodies, teacher professional associations, Tech Schools, 
and Maths and Science Centres.

While students will be nominated by their teachers to attend activities that take place during 
school hours, parents can enrol their child directly in many programs being held after school 
hours and during school holidays. For more information, please visit:

https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/eventhub/channels/VCES

The first two groups of selected Balwyn High School students attended the following VCES 
activities over the past two weeks:

•	 Ocean Sustainability - Bio-Plastics: Asiya Al-Qureshi (9S), Sarah Haines (9S), Himalaya 
Joshi (9S), Melina Kalupahana (9S), Sharmaine Koh (9S), Angelina Kwok (9S), Weilena 
Liu (9S), Kai Yi Ong (9S), and Dan Stavretis (9S).

•	 Discovering Theatre with the Melbourne Theatre Company (MTC): Rebecca Furness 
(10D), Ava Arnold (10A), Madeline D’Alessandro (10C) and Tommy Harvey (10E).

Hernan Alonso
High Ability Practice Leader
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Students Reflections

Ocean Sustainability: Bio-plastics
Two weeks ago, I was lucky enough to be able to participate in a VCES course: Bio-plastics. I 
was amazed to find that I could create a safe, floppy and rubbery plastic out of three ingestible 
ingredients. Why does this matter? Well, did you know that one garbage truck worth of plastic 
is dumped in the ocean every minute? Every minute! That is 1,440 garbage trucks of plastic a 
day, and 525,600 garbage trucks of plastic a year! Yuck! This plastic makes our oceans sick, 
unattractive and kills sea animals. We then eat produce that comes from the ocean and this is 
how we end up ingesting the toxins from plastics. So, bio-plastics are important to help reduce the 
amount of poison in our environment and food chain. In the lesson, we tested 
the bio-plastic’s durability in different household materials. I used vinegar, 
dish-washing liquid, brandy and water. I found that over the course of two 
hours, there was not much change in the bio-plastic soaked in water and dish-
washing liquid. The sample soaked in vinegar swelled and softened further 
while the sample in the brandy, coloured and hardened. I found this activity 
very enjoyable, and I learnt a lot from it. By the way, the three ingredients to 
make the bio-plastics were... water, gelatine powder and glycerine.

Sarah Haines
Year 9

Discovering Theatre with the MTC
Last week students in Years 9 and 10 from schools across Melbourne had the opportunity to 
attend a virtual Discovering Theatre Seminar with the Melbourne Theatre Company. This was a 
great experience for students studying theatre to enhance their knowledge and skills. During the 
workshop we were able to explore Dan Giovannoni’s play SLAP. BANG. KISS through various 
creative and analysis tasks. We read excerpts of the script, analysed the script, made predictions 
about what we would see on stage, and developed new writing skills through professional theatre 
practice. It was great to be able to work with MTC, as well as other students 
from all around Melbourne and share our different thoughts and ideas with 
each other. This seminar was very worthwhile and has taught me and hopefully 
other’s new techniques which can be used beyond the virtual learning lesson. 
I have gained a lot of new knowledge and I know it will support my future 
learning and theatre work. This was an amazing opportunity for all the students 
who attended, and I am very thankful to have been given this experience!

Ava Arnold
Year 10
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Careers Learning Area News 

Frequently Asked Careers Questions from our students
Here are some of the most FAQs from our students and some thoughts to reassure 
students and parents.

1. I have heard that a double degree is too much work?  Is it double the work?
First of all, double degrees are great only if students are interested in both. But a double 
degree is not double the work. In essence, students complete approximately three 
quarters of each of the degrees. They do not complete electives from either. Therefore, 
while there is more work than that involved in a single degree, there is plenty of time for 
students to enjoy a social life, work part time and do well academically. All degrees give 

students a lot of free time.

2. Will I really get a decent job if I don’t attend The University of Melbourne or Monash 
University?
Yes. Great academic results from any university combined with a great Resume showing evidence 
of life and employment skills will set students up for a successful life.

3. What happens if I get into a university course I don’t like?
Students should immediately contact the head of their course and the Careers Centre at their 
university. Students are also welcome to contact me and I will offer timely advice. Every university 
will try to help students identify another course they may enjoy and sometimes students can 
transfer into this quite quickly or at midyear. Occasionally students may have to defer for the 
year and re-apply through VTAC in September for another course. The best advice is to do a 
lot of thinking and research to avoid this situation. Students should research course content on 
institution websites and speak to me so that I can offer them insights into courses and career 
outcomes.

4. How do majors work?
A course may offer 20 majors. These are like Year 12 studies.  BHS may offer 30 3/4 studies but 
students only choose 5. From 20 majors, students generally choose 2. They can then complete 
some units from other majors offered over the length of their degree. A student who majors in 
Accounting and Marketing (Commerce or Business degree) may want to be an accountant or to 
work in marketing. A student who majors in psychology and criminology (Arts degree) may aspire 
to be a psychologist.

5. Do all courses offer work experience?
No. However, most universities are striving to do this. Some courses have a year of paid work 
experience (Professional degrees at Swinburne University) while other courses only have a month 
or two or work experience. Work Experience is important and may prompt students to choose 
courses that include extensive W/E opportunities.  

Final thoughts…
No question is silly. Students should research carefully and see me if they have any questions 
about possible courses and careers. I recommend that students read the Careers Newsletters as 
these often contain information students are seeking.

Erin Shale
Careers Learning Area
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Balwyn High School 2020 Art Show
This year has been full of surprises, and not all of them welcome.

There will be no Art Show opening night next term, however the Visual Arts Learning Area is 
committed to the celebration of our students’ creativity and persistence.

Next Term We Will Be Unveiling An Art Show Like You Have Not Seen Before At Balwyn High 
School

We look forward to sharing more details soon!

Ramona Tilley
Director of Visual Arts

Year 7 Sculpture
Year 7 Students are continuing to create fantastic works of art during remote learning. After 
studying a wide variety of contemporary and traditional sculptors, they have been working on a 
CAT focussed on experimenting with a range of sculptural materials and techniques. Workshops 
in nest-making, paper weaving, and cardboard attachment techniques have furthered their skills. 
Students have displayed great creativity, innovation, and problem-solving in the development of 
the final sculptures you see here. Special thanks to all parents and guardians who assisted in 
gathering materials from the house to produce these wonderful works!

Olivia Cooke
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News from Humanities

Learning Remotely and Collaboratively in VCE
Our dedicated and persistent VCE students are still collaborating effectively to support their 
own and each other’s learning. In Unit 4 Economics, students have used a collaborative word 
document to respond to a question and also to review the work of another student. As a reviewer, 
they were required to identify strengths and areas for improvement. The students reported that 
having another student give them feedback combined with being able to see other students’ 
responses allowed them to focus on what they needed to improve on.

Thank you to Anna Jin, Lisa Yamamoto, Nathan Howlett and Sean Tan for sharing these examples 
of your work. 

Question 1: Outline how increased government investment 
in education and training can increase the nation’s 
productive capacity. 3 marks

Reviewer: Anna

Strengths:

•	 Clear definition of 
government investment 
in education and training

•	 Detailed explanation 
of the implication of an 
increase in government 
spending

AOI:

•	 Try to link the effects on 
labour to the productivity

•	 Try to add examples into 
your response

Response: Lisa

Government investment in education and training is used 
to cultivate skills, productivity and creativity in Australia’s 
labour resources. An increase in this improves the quality of 
our labour resources, makes individuals more employable 
and eases skill shortages. Therefore, it can increase the 
nation’s productive capacity as labour resources are being 
used more efficiently.

Question 3: Using one example, outline how the government 
can use the budget to encourage private sector research 
and development (R&D) in an effort to boost aggregate 
supply. 3 marks

Reviewer: Nathan

Strengths:

Really strong definition of 
research and development (R&D) 
at the start of your response. 
Good use of economic language 
and terms. Response targets 
and responds to the question 
effectively.

Areas of improvement:

Not really an area of improvement, 
just questioning the inclusion 
of such as long example as the 
question is only worth 3 marks.

Response: Sean

Research and development refer to the time, money and 
labour to discover new ways of improving products and 
efficiency of the business and the physical implementation 
of it. The government can use budget outlays, in forms of 
cash payments and tax incentives to reduce the cost of 
R&D for companies, thus encouraging them to do so. This 
would lead to an increase in efficiency and the lowering 
of the cost of production, boosting aggregate supply. An 
example would be $480m in funding for the research into 
type 1 diabetes, traumatic brain injury, tuberculosis and 
genomics. This funding would reduce the cost and boost 
research which would increases the likelihood of finding 
effective treatment/medicine, thus boosting the supply of 
these potential treatment. 

Anna Jin

Lisa Yamamoto

Nathan Howlett

Sean Tan
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Global Youth Affairs Forum
On the 28 September, I attended the UN Youth Victoria’s Global Affairs Forum. It was a fantastic 
opportunity to hear from speakers such as Bob Carr, Yasmin Poole and Billi 
McCarthy-Price about their experience in the field of international affairs. They 
gave insightful suggestions on how to get a foot in the door in a popular field, 
along with discussing relevant world matters such as climate change and the 
rise of China as a global super power. Later we heard from a range of universities 
and what they offer in different courses. The forum also gave delegates the 
opportunity to discuss interests with likeminded people. Overall, the forum was 
a great opportunity to hear from experienced professionals and exposed me to 
the range of pathways I could follow after graduating.  

Hilary Macrae
Year 11

Saving Planet Earth Reflection
This term in Saving Planet Earth we learnt about Population Growth and Urban Sprawl, 20-Minute 
Neighbourhoods, Sustainable Development Goals, and sustainable ideas and urban designs. 
For our CAT we were required to remodel our neighbourhood into a sustainable community that 
incorporated multiple social, environmental and economical features to ensure that residents live 
in a safe, healthy, inclusive and vibrant community. Sustainability has been a topic that I have 
been interested in for a very long time, but to actually apply these new innovations and idea in 
a practical sense has been challenging for me. Studying this unit has greatly 
deepened my knowledge and helped me learn new skills about why it is crucial 
to protect our planet, and how simple steps such as showering for a minute 
less, has such a great impact on our long journey to protecting this world. 
Remote learning has definitely had its own obstacles, however I believe that this 
task worked extremely well for me in this setting as it was very flexible and I was 
able to focus better on my work. Our teachers also provided us with extremely 
helpful resources that have expanded our knowledge on this topic and helped 
us gain a greater understanding about how to save our planet, earth.

Anika Rakesh 
Year 10

Reflections on Remote Learning
Years 7 and 10 students have been reflecting on the learning experiences in Humanities classes. 
They acknowledge that there are many challenges including procrastinating, difficulties with 
getting out of bed maintaining motivation and the mental drain of heavily screen focussed days. 
However, they have also impressed their teachers with their creativity, integrity and persistence 
as they continue to strive for excellence. 

Some of the things that they have found to have improved their learning in Stage 4 lockdown 
include:

•	 The one learning task each week and that we have a WebEx every lesson so that we can 
ask our teachers questions face to face. (Alexander Boyd, Year 7)

•	 It is easy to ask questions as we have a WebEx every session (Sriram Pidatala, Year 7)
•	 Well this term it is a bit easier since we are going on WebEx so we can always ask for help 

if we need instead of all the emails, and there isn’t a lot work that is making people feel 
stress. (George Bochrinis, Year 7)

•	 I enjoy the structure of the lessons, I find them to be thought provoking and informative. 
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(Year 10, Rights and Freedoms)
•	 I think the current structure is good and the activities also encourage me to join in the 

class learning. (Year 10, Rights and Freedoms)
•	 They’ve been relatively good, a balance of explaining and independent learning. (Year 

10, Rights and Freedoms).
•	 The workload is a lot more manageable and there is less stress overall. (Year 10, Rights 

and Freedoms)

Some of the strategies students are using to manage their wellbeing and learning include:

•	 I am taking more breaks throughout the day instead of not having any breaks and 
finishing early (Alicia Yeung, Year 7)

•	 I feel that I am very organised and I have a routine that works for me (Janavi Sivanesan, 
Year 7)

•	 I feel more prepared for online learning, I can create a schedule that works for me and 
helps me complete tasks online. (Year 10, Rights and Freedoms)

•	 I think I am comping with remote learning extremely well because I am just enjoying the 
process and treating this as a new experience in life.(Year 10, Rights and Freedoms)

•	 I think during the second remote learning, I join the class prepared as well as on time. I 
also try to answer the question that are given in WebEx lesson well. (Year 10, Rights and 
Freedoms)

Perhaps some of these ideas and strategies may prove useful to other students. 
The last word, which the Humanities team heartily agrees with, goes to Abtin 
Askari Year 7. 

“Hands down, humanities is the most engaging class.”

Indigenous Literacy Day 
Wednesday September 2 was Indigenous Literacy Day. The purpose of the day is to promote the 
Indigenous Literacy Foundation’s vision to lift literacy levels in remote Indigenous communities. 
If you would like to help there are several ways you can become involved:

•	 Donate. Just $25 can purchase 3 culturally relevant books for remote communities
•	 Fundraise on Everyday Hero or Go Fundraise
•	 Become a partner – this can be as simple as adding an ILF link to your website or social 

media
For more information, visit the ILF website at https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/

Image source: https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities 
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Year 11 Health and Human Development
At the start of Term 3 students had the exciting opportunity to engage in the baby simulator project 
as part of their studies in relation to considerations in becoming a parent. Students took a baby for a 
period of two nights and had to ensure the baby was well looked after and had their needs met while 
in their care. Students also learnt about prenatal development and had the opportunity to engage 
in hands on activities such as making models of the developing foetus in the womb, using play 
doh. We look forward to continuing the project, should students return to onsite learning next term.  

Dusanka Devic
 on behalf of the Year 11 HHD Team

Student Reflections

Taking home the baby was an experience I won’t forget. Many of us were both excited but also 
anxious about what to expect. Taking on the responsibilities of burping, feeding, and changing 
the baby’s diapers with a key was hectic as we never knew when the baby would cry, but soon 
enough, we figured out that there was a pattern. It definitely was a struggle 
when the babies woke us up in the middle of the night crying multiple times to 
be fed or needed a diaper change. I’m sure most of us had sleepless nights. 
However, the most important lesson I took away from this experience was how 
much our own parents went through to care for us, as it was much more difficult 
physically and mentally and they couldn’t just shut us off with a key. The babies 
made us realize how much time, attention, and dedication it takes to care for a 
baby. Overall, it was a very exciting and fun experience. 

Chamindri Kadigamuwa
Year 11

Before experiencing this program, I was looking forward to having a similar experience to what it 
is like to live your everyday life with a newborn. We undertook this program for 
three days and two nights. To begin with, I was disappointed it was only such 
a small amount of time but the second the baby simulator started crying I was 
ready to give it back. During school hours, it would hardly need to be burped, 
fed, have its diaper changed or need attention but once it got to night time, and 
every 30 - 45 minutes it would cry. Overall, the experience did give me some 
insight into what it is like to be a mother, I am not looking forward to all the 
crying. Thank you to the teachers would spent the time setting this program up.  

Grace Burke
Year 11

News
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and 
Community Engagement 

Music
Winter Concerts

This week we are proud to present the Best of Series of our Winter Concerts.

During these concerts our Year 12 students will be acknowledged for all their contribution and 
dedication to the Music program. We thank our Year 12 students for their invaluable contribution 
they have given to the school community over the years.

Reflections from our VCE Music Students completing Music Performance Unit 3 & 4

When I was a toddler, I liked to cross the chopsticks and place it on my shoulder, pretending I 
was playing the violin. Maybe it was that very moment signified the fate and destined connection 
between me and the violin. When I was nine years old, like all the other kids I was obsessed 
with this Cartoon show called “Balala the Fairies”. The character that I thought was the coolest 
had a purple violin as her magic weapon and ever since then I was determined to learn the 
violin, a decision that later profoundly impacts my life path. Violin is undoubtedly a challenging 
instrument. It takes not only the patience to battle against the endless dreary practices, but also 
the resolution to not give in to turn the “dying rat” sound to a relatively decent sound that my 
grandparents wouldn’t shut their ears and complain about. Choosing Music Performance as one 
of my VCE subjects serves as a touchstone of all the devotion I’ve put in after all these years as 
well as appreciating the pure joy it brings for me. Behind every note, it is the hours of tedious 
nitpicking and mental struggle between self-defeat and self-motivation, yet at the end of the day, 
I still love playing the violin as it is forever an integral component of my life.

Jenny Lou
Year 12 

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


ISSUE 14  11 SEPTEMBER  2020

23
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

Return to page 1

Music

My music journey began at the age of five, starting with weekly piano lessons, which wound 
up continuing for the better of 11 years. Though I started playing in prep, my interest in music 
wasn’t fully realised until around Grades 5 or 6, when I started choosing the pieces I played. At 
this time, the principal at my primary school had also decided to select a few of the students 
in my year level to assemble a band, in an effort to promote music within the school. When 
the final band was  formed, we had two keyboard players and no bass, so naturally, my friend 
and I both picked up bass guitar and took turns alternating between keyboard and bass. 
With so many new and different musical pathways suddenly appearing, I wanted to take as 
many opportunities as I could to see where music would take me – I was certainly enjoying 
it, now that I was playing pieces I felt more connected to and performing with other people.  
I decided to take up the clarinet towards the end of Grade 6, mostly out of curiosity. I had never 
played a woodwind instrument before, but the notion was fascinating to me as a piano player, 
who had only ever used their hands to play their instrument. I started lessons shortly after making 
this decision and by the time high school came around, I was able to land a spot in the Novice 
Concert band by auditioning with a shaky rendition of Advance Australia Fair. My love for the 
clarinet continued to blossom as I kept playing – both my piano teacher and clarinet teacher were 
extremely supportive and nurturing in my musical development, which I greatly affiliated with my 
rapidly growing appetite for music. 

I also started playing the euphonium upon arrival at Balwyn High School, because I could not 
overlook the opportunities that Balwyn High School’s music program had to offer. Taking lessons 
for three instruments at once occupies many hours in the day; not only with the lesson, but 
with practice too, and there was honestly no better way I could think of to spend my spare 
time. Learning a new instrument is quite similar to learning a new language. You cultivate new 
information, skills and abilities and learn to communicate with a different group of people using 
that knowledge. Different instruments require a different understanding that you can only grasp 
by playing the instrument. Playing such different instruments allowed me to do this, as well as 
comprehend and continue to explore many other facets of music. Euphonium eventually led to 
trombone and playing in a stage band. Clarinet led to bass clarinet. The variety of skills I had 
learned and developed opened a multitude of doors in music that I had never thought possible 
– from playing in town halls to 10,000 seater tents, to playing three shows in Melbourne Arena. It 
even led me all the way to the USA, alongside another 47 Balwyn High School music students. 
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When VCE approached, it was a very obvious decision for me to take music as a subject. It is 
something I am very passionate about and spend a lot of my time doing.

When it came to choosing which music subject to study and which instrument I would undertake 
the subject with, I chose Music Performance – the subject I felt the most familiar with, largely due 
to its closer relation to what I had experienced in AMEB examinations. When it came to choosing 
an instrument however, the decision proved to be much more difficult. You cannot possibly ask 
a mother to pick their favourite child. In the end, I did choose to perform on the clarinet for the 
simple reason that out of all the exams I had done, I had succeeded the most on this instrument. 
This admittedly thin blanket of security was very much needed when it came to preparing for 
whirlwind that is VCE. 

I view music to be one of the ultimate learning experiences. The diversity within the community 
brings together numerous walks of life, to express and converse using the common denominator 
of music. I am so lucky to have been able to find so much joy in in my journey and sincerely hope 
that it will continue beyond my time at Balwyn High School. 

We wish all our students a safe and relaxing break, keep playing and enjoying music!

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

Sammy Huang 
Year 12 

Music
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Mathematics/Science

James Shepherd

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics 
and Science

Making Meaning with Maths

2020 Education Perfect Mathematics Championships Results Years 7 - 10

Highlights from the 2020 Education Perfect Mathematics Championships include:

34th overall globally (out of 1,823 schools) 

1st in VIC for the 1001-2500 students category (out of 54 schools) 

Balwyn High School students answered 110,637 questions, worked for 770 hours, and earned 
80,753 points.

Exceptional individual performances included Elite, Emerald, Gold, Silver and 
Bronze awards for the following students, including Aaron Oommen, who 
ranked within the top 100 students globally.

Aaron Oommen Elite

Bometh Wijethilaka Emerald

Binuk Sathurusinghe Emerald

Alexander Webb Emerald

Elizabeth Ngodinhson Emerald

Karthik Vallamsetty Gold

Jaiden Chow Gold

Lauren Moloney Gold

Erik Mai Gold

Will He Silver

Natalie Tan Silver

Mohan Zhang Bronze

Aleez Lakhani Bronze

Jacqueline Dinh Bronze

Mikhael Ong Bronze

Anne Bui Bronze

Wenyu Zhao Bronze

Justin Zhao Bronze

Shannen Yeap Bronze

Aaron Oommen
Year 7
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Mathematics/Science

Spotlight in Science—Reflections
Year 7
Science students in Year 7 have been spending the term learning about forces and last week 
were set the challenge of building an ‘escape pod’ that could protect an egg as it was dropped. 
Students have provided their inspiration and advice to other budding engineers. 

What inspired your escape pod design?
The thing that inspired me to make my escape pod was the video I saw by Mark Rober, who 
used to work for NASA and sent robots to Mars, and he had some pretty good examples on egg 
drops. I saw his example with straws and then slightly modified it and added a parachute to help 
soften the fall (Amy Liem)

As they say, ‘triangles are the strongest shapes’. I was inspired by this statement and decided 
to test this claim by using a series of triangles intertwined together to create my initial design. 
Having learnt about, gravity, air resistance and force arrows, I intended to use the knowledge 
learnt from previous lessons to add a parachute to my design and create a strong and successful 
pod. After creating a design, I was able to drop my pod with an egg inside and test the theory 
that inspired my design, and analyse the motion of the escape pod. Thankfully, my egg survived 
its big leap! (Nethmi Sumanasekara)

What advice would you give other Year 7 students when designing an escape pod?
To know what certain materials can do and use it to the full potential. Trying it and evaluating it 
is a very important process and don’t be afraid  to try again and redo your escape pod, even if it 
might take a long time. (Chloe Lee)

If it fails, then try again. Thomas Edison once said, “Genius is one per cent inspiration and ninety-
nine per cent perspiration.” So when your escape pod breaks, then do it again and make another 
design. (Eric Li)

After dropping my escape pod with an egg inside and analysing the motion of it, I found that 
asking yourself questions and looking at your design critically can really make a 
difference to whether your egg survives. One piece of advice I would give to other 
Year 7 students when designing an escape pod is to ask yourself what forces are 
acting on your escape pod, and how are the affecting its motion?  Looking at your 
design and analysing the forces that will act on it once you drop it will assist you 
in improving any areas of the design that may cause your egg to crack. (Nethmi 
Sumanasekara)

Thinking creatively

123=0

4235=0

656=2

5390=2

8890=6

1001=2

19235=1

What is 123456789?

Edition 13 Solution

Four socks must be removed to ensure 
matched pair.
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