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CREATIVITY, INTEGRITY, PERSISTENCE 

Welcome back to Term 4 – Learning to Be 
I hope that all community members enjoyed a safe and relaxing holiday break despite the ongoing 
restrictions in Melbourne brought about by COVID-19. It has been extremely difficult to watch our 
interstate counterparts being able to openly participate in many of the activities and recreational 
pursuits that have been denied us throughout the challenges of lockdown in Victoria. Like so 
many others, I can only hope that we can look forward to greater opportunities for catching up 
with families and friends and our favourite sports and pursuits over coming weeks and months. By 
working together to follow all of the expectations both at school and in the community, we should 
keep each other safe, and be able to look to more ‘normal’ times soon.

Within hours of returning on for our final term on Monday 5 October, the Minister for Education, 
James Merlino, announced that all Year 7 students would be commencing onsite learning, along 
with our VCE students. Our Years 8 - 10 students will complete the transition back to school on 
Monday 26 October. It will be marvellous to have our school community back together again.  
Already this past week has seen the campus transformed with 1100 students and 210 staff on 
campus. The excitement has been palpable and a joy.

I salute all students, staff and parents for their commitment over the past two terms of disrupted 
studies. The learning and collaboration has continued both in and out of class, in our teaching and 
Education Support teams. We have had much to celebrate. Innovative practices and wellbeing 
initiatives have served to keep us positive, connected and proud of our community members.  

Throughout Term 4 we will continue our planning for 2021 which commenced many months 
ago with student subject selections, enrolments and staffing decisions. I am particularly looking 
forward to being part of the selection processes for over 150 students who will be appointed to 
student leadership positions for 2021. This year’s student leaders have been outstanding in their 
originality and flexibility to engage their respective cohorts and committees.  I know that their role-
modelling will be powerful motivators for aspiring leaders ahead of their own applications.

With this year’s focus of ‘Creativity, Integrity, Persistence’, on Thursday 22 October we will 
acknowledge and pay tribute to our Class of 2020 via a very different, but equally poignant, 
Graduation Night. On Thursday 10 December, a video-streamed Presentation Night will be like 
no other given that we cannot join together at Hamer Hall. It still promises to be a wonderful 
recognition of our school community and I thank Bernadette Clayton, Director of Music and 
Community Engagement, for her superb planning to date.

VCE Exams 
10 November - 1 December

VIRTUAL EVENTS

Graduation Night
22 October
Presentation Night
10 December

TERM 4

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Congratulations to Andre Gianfagna – BHS Teacher and AFL Umpire
Andre is best known to members of the Balwyn High School community as one of our dedicated 
PE, Health and Sport Education teachers.  However he has also been a successful Australian 
Rules football player, having been drafted as a Rookie to Melbourne FC in 2006, and then to the 
VFL with the Northern Bullants/Blues for 70 games. Andre co-captained Carlton’s VFL side in 
2012 and 2013 before transitioning to umpiring after the 2013 season via the AFL player to umpire 
pathway.

Andre started umpiring in 2014 in the 
Eastern Football League before progressing 
and umpiring for three seasons in the VFL. 
He was then promoted to the AFL umpiring 
list after the 2017 season.  He made his AFL 
debut during Round 4, 2018 in the Carlton 
Vs North Melbourne game.

During Round 18 this year Andre umpired 
his 50th AFL game.  Given that AFL umpires 
usually need to have officiated in at least 
100 games before being appointed to a 
Final, it was testament to his commitment 
and approach that Andre was given the 
Qualifying Final between Brisbane and 
Richmond in the first week of the final series.  
Andre has now been named emergency 
umpire for the Port Adelaide Vs Richmond 
Prelimary Final on 16 October 2020.

We congratulate Andre on this fantastic 
achievement and for his ongoing success.  
Andre has presented on his experiences 
as a VFL player and AFL umpire to our 
General Assemblies in recent years.  We 
look forward to hearing more of his story in 
the future.

Deborah Harman
Principal

I thank all staff and parents in advance for their ongoing support of our students and I look forward 
to sharing a wonderful term of learning, growth and celebration with our school community – 
together as one and Learning to Be the best we can be.

mailto:balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Assistant Principals’  Report 

David Nichols
Assistant Principal

Andrew Corr
Assistant Principal

Welcoming our students back!
We are very much looking forward to our students returning, initially our VCE and Year 7 students 
with the remainder of our students following two weeks later.  A lot of work is being done to ensure 
that the school remains a COVID-19 safe environment. We do need to insist that any students or 
staff member who is feeling unwell does not attend school and we are supporting this through the 
increased provision of lesson plans and learning materials online.  In addition, we will be running 
a special timetable including a staggered commencement, break times and dismissal. Students 
will also be asked to support the safe use of our recreational spaces through using masks, 
limiting numbers and maintaining social distancing. As a community we will working together to 
keep Balwyn High School a safe environment for everyone.  

Years 7 - 10 Teaching and Learning in Term 4
Year 7 students have been onsite learning for a week now and it has been great to see them    
re-establishing their relationships with their teachers and peers after such a long time away from 
the school. 

We will eagerly await the return of our Years 8 – 10 students on Monday 26 October. Until then, 
these students will continue with their remote learning program. This remote learning program 
involves the students being on WebEx for at least part of each lesson and submitting at least 
one task per week for each subject in order to demonstrate their learning. In a survey completed 
by Middle School students at the end of last term about their online learning experience, they 
overwhelmingly indicated their teachers explain things clearly, provide feedback that helps 
students make improvements and ask students to answer questions. While we look forward to 
them returning to onsite learning in a couple of weeks, we know that there is excellent learning 
occurring remotely each day.

The Term 4 Operations Guide distributed by the Department of Education and Training has 
identified three key priorities for schools – Mental Health and Wellbeing (of both students and 
staff), Learning and Transitions. We will endeavour to keep these priorities front and centre of our 
work in Term 4.

David Nichols, Andrew Corr, Tegan Knuckey 
Assistant Principals

Tegan Knuckey
Assistant Principal

2021 Year 7 and Year 10 Laptop Program
Balwyn High School’s Laptop Program was outlined recently in Issue 13 of the Lion and in 
particular, the advantages of joining the program. In summary, Balwyn High School has two, 
three-year programs: Years 7 – 9 and Years 10 – 12. New students who are enrolling at Balwyn 
High School in other year levels next year are also able to join the program.  

A virtual presentation outlining the all details of the 2021 program is available for Year 7 (2021) 
parents and Year 10 parents (2021) through Compass.  If you have any queries, do not hesitate 
to contact the school via laptops@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
mailto:laptops%40balwynhs.vic.edu.au?subject=2021%20Year%207%20and%20Year%2010%20Laptop%20Program
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Senior School Report

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Welcome to Term 4
We wish all Senior School students a warm welcome back to this term. While remote and flexible 
learning continues for students in Years 7 to 10, onsite VCE classes have now resumed. At the 
end of Term 3, the final Unit 4 Assessment Days took place and the Year 12 students received 
their 2020 Commemorative Garments in a cheerful atmosphere. Year 12 students may now wear 
their Commemorative Garments as part of their uniform. The General Achievement Test and the 
final Unit 4 Assessments have now been completed. Students are now ready to prepare for their 
VCAA examinations. In the meantime, it is crucial that students in Years 10 and 11 continue to 
actively engage with their learning as the learning which occurs now will be key to a smooth start 
of the year in 2021.

Below is a list of the major Senior School events taking place this term:

21 October: Years 11 and 12 General Assembly

22 October: Graduation Evening

26 October: Students from Years 8 to Year 10 return to onsite learning

10 November to 1 December: VCAA Examinations 

23 November to 27 November: Unit 3 Ignition Program

30 November to 4 December: Unit 1 Ignition Program

Further information will be provided to Year 12 students and their families to detail the conclusion 
of classes and events surrounding the completion of the academic year. Students in Years 10 and 
11 should also note the dates for the Ignition Programs. The Ignition Programs are the first week 
of classes for the 2021 VCE courses and allow students to start these courses with foundation 
knowledge before they enter the summer holidays. Attendance is compulsory for all students 
enrolled in VCE at Balwyn High School next year.

Thank you to Families
We always say that VCE years are challenging for students and this year has proven to be no 
different. At the same time, we cannot overlook the impact that these years have on the whole 
family. Parents, guardians and siblings have provided so much support to Year 12 students as they 
have completed their final stage of learning. They have been there to provide food, unconditional 
support, and emotional energy and have stepped back when necessary to ensure that Year 12 
students have been able to make their own decisions and their own study plans. On behalf of our 
Class of 2020 and the wider learning community at Balwyn High School – Thank You.

Julien Escurat
Director of Senior School

Return to page 1
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Middle School Report

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Middle School Report
A warm welcome back to all students and parents for the final term of a year we are unlikely to 
forget. While our opportunities to enjoy the holiday break were curtailed, I trust you all found a 
chance to enjoy each other’s company, enjoy the turn to warmer weather and replenish your 
energy supplies for an exciting run home. It was with great pleasure that we heard from the 
Education Minister, James Merlino that Year 7 students will return to onsite learning from the start 
of Week 2, with Years 8 and 9 students to follow on 26 October. This is clearly wonderful and 
welcome news and allows us to progress our plans for students being back in the classroom. You 
can expect more information will be released as we get closer to the date(s) but it is so pleasing to 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. 

While a return to onsite learning is 
at hand, it is still timely to reflect 
on what we have achieved to help 
inform our transition and reinforce 
the practices effective during remote 
learning that can be transferred into 
the classroom. At the end of last 
term, during our virtual Middle School 
assemblies, students were asked to 
provide feedback on teacher practice 
during the term. Over 750 students 
contributed their thoughts and were 
overwhelmingly positive about

•	 teacher preparation
•	 teacher explanations of content and skills, and
•	 teacher strategies for assessing student understanding during WebEx sessions. 

Students also agreed that teachers provided feedback that helped students to make improvement 
either most of the time or always. We also learned students are asking for more opportunities 
to work together and there are now more ways this can be achieved than ever before. Teachers 
have created discussion boards for threaded conversations on specific topics and made use of 
laptops. Simple collaborative documents have allowed students to work together on the same 
task for review at the end of the lesson. The good news is that these practices, established by 
necessity through remote and flexible learning can continue back in the classroom.

Term 4 will see a host of changes to our normal celebratory events, including Presentation Night. I 
know our Director of Community Engagement, Bernadette Clayton has some great ideas already 
well developed for an alternative, virtual celebration. If our virtual Vision and Values night is 
anything to go by, it will still be a night to remember.

Until next time, I wish all members of our Middle School community a safe and happy start to our 
final term for 2020. 

Andy Smith
Director of Middle School

Return to page 1
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Be Well at Balwyn News - What is Success?

Our Pillar of Learning this term, Learning to Be, 
encourages us to recognise and support our 
growth as a ‘whole person’ – finding our own 
personal fulfilment and developing a sense of 
hope and wonder for the future. A critical part 
of this growth is to understand and define what 
success means in all aspects of our lives. 

Success can be our achievements at school, at 
work or in our extracurricular activities. It may 
lie in the challenges we have overcome, the 
conflicts we have resolved, or the growth in our 
knowledge, confidence and skills. Success is 
present in the relationships we nurture or the 
time we take to care for someone else. 

Over the coming weeks, students will begin 
preparing for assessments or their final 
VCE examinations. While the results of any 
assessment are important, our attitude to 
learning along the way is equally significant – as 
is how we understand and measure success. 

Parents, carers and peers play a vital role in 
supporting students through the examination period and in understanding and celebrating 
success. For many students, it can seem as if their entire future depends on their results – which 
means the examination period can be one of the most stressful times of all their years at school. 
However, it can be difficult to know how best to support a teenager to manage their stress and 
recognise success. 

Below are some links with additional information for students, parents and carers to support 
each other in celebrating success, preparing for examinations and managing stress: 

Seven Tips for Managing Exam Stress

A Parent’s Story around Exam Stress

Managing Expectations around Results

We wish all our students the best for upcoming assessments at school. Please continue to 
access Student Services and Wellbeing support material on Student SharePoint under the 
Tutorial - Wellbeing Support tab.

Student Services Team

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-school-and-education/help-my-teenager-manage-exam-stress
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/a-parents-story-about-exam-stress
https://parents.au.reachout.com/common-concerns/everyday-issues/things-to-try-school-and-education/how-to-manage-expectations-at-exam-time
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Success in Remote Learning
In the last week of Term 3, a survey was made available to students at all year levels who are 
studying a Humanities subject or subjects. Over 330 responses were received, with the majority 
being from Years 9 and 10 students. As Director of Humanities, I could not be prouder of teachers 
and students for their efforts in teaching and learning under such challenging conditions as 
remote learning. In particular, our students are focusing hard on learning progression and 
recognising where their thinking and learning has been extended and this is enabled by our 
teachers’ care for individual learning. 

2020 National History Competition
We are absolutely delighted to announce that three of our entrants to the 2020 National History 
Competition have made it to the top three Victorian State entries for the Year 10 category. Their 
entries will be forwarded for National judging to determine Victorian State and National winners. 

Congratulations to Aksithi Dayanand, Kate Choi and Sarah Zhang and best of luck in the National 
Judging process. 

The John Button School Prize
The John Button School Prize, hosted by the Melbourne School of Government at the University 
of Melbourne, is a $2500 award for the best essay on a subject concerning Australia’s future by 
a Victorian student in Years 10-12, who is younger than 19 years old. A further $2000 is given to 
the winning student's school. 

The Prize was created to encourage young Victorians to express their ideas about Australian 
politics and public policy. This year in particular, the Australia public has witnessed how public 
policies and political decisions can greatly affect the lives of all Australians.

We encourage as many students as are interested to email entries to dca@balwynhs.vic.edu.au 
by Monday 26 October.

There is a limit of two entries per school. Should we receive more than two entries, Ms. Cantor 
and Ms. Noonan will form a panel to judge which two to submit for Balwyn High School. We look 
forward to reading your responses!  

Previous winning entries can be found here. 

Danielle Cantor 
Director of Humanities

Aksithi Dayanand
Year 11

Kate Choi
Year 11

Sarah Zhang
Year 11

News from Humanities

Return to page 1

http://
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Virtual Debating
Year 8 SEAL Humanities are keeping their debating skills sharp even in remote learning. They 
are using Kialo’s educational platform and have recently debated the issue that finding solutions 
to social problems should be the priority in Niger. The sophistication of their arguments is 
impressive and demonstrates a strong understanding of geographical concepts as well as 
strong ethical learning, a critical capability within the Victorian Curriculum.

Return to page 1
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Humanities in 2021
At Balwyn High School, we are always looking to improve our teaching and learning practice to 
improve student outcomes. We believe that skills learnt in Humanities are just as important as 
other subjects. In fact, much of the educational research suggests that the development of critical 
thinking skills begin in Humanities subjects. And those critical thinking skills are necessary for all 
students to participate in democratic societies and graduate Balwyn High School as ethical, 21st 
Century, global citizens. 

Looking towards 2021, Jane Gibson has been appointed as the Learning Specialist for Building 
Practice Excellence (Humanities) to support teaching and learning excellence in Humanities. In 
this role Ms Gibson will work alongside the Director of Humanities and the Director of Pedagogy, 
to model excellence in teaching and learning through demonstrations of lessons and mentoring 
staff to improve staff efficacy. The aim of this learning specialist role is to establish a shared 
understanding of what is best practice in the learning area and to empower and inspire students 
and teachers to build achievement in Humanities, addressing school priorities within the learning 
area and specifically targeting middle school priorities in 2021. 

Dani Cantor
Director of Humanities 

Good luck to Unit 3 and 4 VCE Humanities students
On behalf of all Humanities teachers, best wishes to all our Year 12 and Year 11 students 
completing Units 3 and 4 studies in Accounting, Business Management, Economics, Legal 
Studies, History Revolutions and Geography. Only a few weeks to go!

We are so proud of the resilience and positivity you have shown while in 2020.

“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think.”

- A.A. Milne 

Jane Gibson
Assistant Director

English & Humanities

Jane Gibson
Assistant Director
English & Humanities

Return to page 1
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Program

10:00 am - Opening
Education Minister James Merlino will open the conference. 

Mr Merlino will also answer questions. Questions must be submitted 
in advance to the Parents Victoria office via email. The deadline for 
questions is Sunday 11 October.

Mr Merlino has also agreed to present the Joan Kirner Award. This is 
an annual award given to a Member Parent Club, Parent, or Individual 
Member who has demonstrated, encouraged, or facilitated parent 
or family engagement in their school. 

10:50 am - Annual General Meeting

Including Life Membership presentations. 

James Merlino
Education Minister

Return to page 1

http://
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11:15 am - Re-setting the foundations for good mental health for families post COVID
Presenter: Dr Stephen Carbone, Executive Director
Prevention United. 

A focus on mental health has never been more important as we continue to negotiate the social 
and economic impacts caused by COVID-19. This session will focus on self-care, parenting and 
help-seeking in the age of Covid-19. It will explore the impacts of COVID in the lives of students 
and parents, discuss ways that parents can look after their own mental health and wellbeing and 
also support their children’s mental wellbeing, and provide advice on what parents can do if they 
are concerned that their child may be experiencing mental health difficulties.

As a result of this presentation parents will:

•	 Understand the mental health continuum and the difference between mental health and 
ill-health

•	 Recognise the importance of self-care and the practical strategies to look after their 
mental health

•	 Hear about evidence-based parenting strategies that help to promote positive child and 
adolescent mental wellbeing

•	 Learn the signs that their child may be experiencing a mental health condition, and where 
and how they can access support.

12:00 pm - Family Engagement Officers in schools
Presenter: Dori Ellington, Community Engagement Officer at Whittington Primary School.  
There are a lot of pieces that make up our school system. Family Engagement is a collective of 
ideas and initiatives designed to bring schools, parents and communities closer together.  To 
make it happen takes special people in unique roles.

(For a parent perspective on Dori's role at the school, see this recent article by parent Jade 
Millman.)  

12:10 pm - Connected Schools Communities: The Next School Improvement Frontier
Presenter: Adam Voigt, Director, Real Schools. 

•	 How schools can be cognisant of what parents really want from their school.
•	 How parents and schools can not only get on the same page, but write that page together.
•	 An understanding of what goes wrong when the home-school partnership erodes.
•	 What’s really required for parents and schools to rebuild high trust relationships geared 

for success.
•	 A look at what 21st century home-school communications should look like. 

1:10 pm - Closing
A wrap of the day's proceedings, including potential future PV forums.

1:15 pm - Conference ends
Registration

The Conference will take place on Zoom.

It's free but registration is essential.

Please register by 17 October at the latest. 

Participants will be emailed a Zoom link on 18 October - Register now!

Dr Stephen Carbone
Executive Director
Prevention United

Dori Ellington
Community 
Engagement Officer
Whittington P.S.

Adam Voigt
Director
Real Schools

Return to page 1
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Careers Faculty News

Victorian universities profiled…
      

In the remaining editions of The Lion this term, I will provide a snapshot of some universities in 
Victoria looking at areas such as:

•	 unique features of each campus – student study spaces, sporting and recreational 
facilities, student clubs and societies, feedback from ex-students on the overall ‘feel’ and 
‘warmth’…

•	 special support for students – counselling, financial assistance, travel grants, scholarships, 
medical services, academic support…

•	 courses offered – undergraduate and postgraduate
•	 pathways into undergraduate courses – credit arrangements
•	 special features of courses – work integrated learning, paid work experience, internship 

arrangements with industry…
•	 links and arrangements with international universities - opportunities to complete units of 

study overseas as part of an Australian degree…

Additional issues to consider

Personality…
One of the most important considerations when choosing a university is a student’s personality. 
A university may be close to home, have fantastic courses, wonderful facilities and support but 
may be a very unwise choice. Some students thrive in smaller institutions such as ACU, others 
crave a larger campus such as The University of Melbourne or Monash University. It is important 
that students feel ‘at home’ rather than disconnected from their university.

Location…
Time spent travelling is time taken away from studies, part-time work and enjoying life. Are there 
universities closer to home offering great courses, facilities and an attractive campus experience? 
However, students are wise to travel longer distances for course they would love. This is time well 
spent.   

University reputation…
This is by far the most overrated consideration when comparing tertiary institutions. All universities 
in Victoria deserve consideration. All offer courses that prepare graduates to become future 
leaders in their chosen fields. 

Students will not secure impressive graduate positions based solely on the name and reputation 
of their tertiary institution. Employers today are looking at far more than where a student studied. 
They consider all of the following…

Erin Shale
Careers Learning Area

Return to page 1

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au


15
THE LION© IS A PUBLICATION OF BALWYN HIGH SCHOOL, 

BUCHANAN AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, VIC 3104, TELEPHONE +61 9819 7911
balwynhs@balwynhs.vic.edu.au, www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au

ISSUE 15 16 OCTOBER 2020

News

•	 academic results – great academic results from all universities are valuable. Poor results 
from a so-called ‘best’ university will not impress.  

•	 unique experiences - voluntary work, courses with work experience, study tours, 
leadership positions on uni committees and social clubs

•	 evidence of personal attributes – social and emotional intelligence, personal qualities and 
skills, employability and life skills

•	 versatility - evidence of ability to adapt and change positively with the constantly changing 
nature of work today

•	 job fit – Has this applicant has really thought about our organization and what we stand 
for? 

We have a wide range of impressive universities available for our students. To be happy and 
successful at university, students should carefully weigh up all of the pros and cons of each 
institution. 

Erin Shale 
Careers Learning Area

Return to page 1
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Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series (VCES)
Our students continue to benefit from The Victorian Challenge and Enrichment Series (VCES), a 
key initiative that provides enrichment opportunities across the curriculum to extend high-ability 
students.

The series of excursions and incursions includes activities across all areas of the Victorian 
curriculum. Parents can enrol their child directly in many programs being held after school hours. 
For more information, please visit:

https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/eventhub/channels/VCES

Students participated in the following VCES activities at the end of Term 3

•	 Designed by Nature – Biomimicry Program: Grace Li (8M), Leo Zhang (8J), Ariel Ling 
(7G) and Jonothan Barbic (7E).

•	 Meet the Creator – Her Sound Her Story: Jake Barbic (Y11A), Julia Comelli (11C), Ryan 
Kadigamuwa (10F) and Nia Mc Catty (11J).

Hernan Alonso
High Ability Practice Leader

Students reflections

Designed by Nature – Biomimicry Program
On the 10 September, I was lucky enough to participate in a virtual VCES course for the field of 
Biomimicry. It was a fantastic opportunity to expand my knowledge of science. I was surprised 
to discover that so many inventions were inspired by nature. Did you know that the famous 
Japanese bullet train was inspired by the beak of the Kingfisher, feathers of an Owl and the 
smooth body of the Adélie penguin? During the session, we explored the idea of ‘copying’ nature 
to solve various problems. The form, function, and strategy each living thing holds is the key that 
can be used to unlock more Bio-inspired innovations. At the end of the session, the teachers 
challenged us to create a bio-inspired design from a cactus. It was great to see how students 
from all over Melbourne thought and created their bio-inspired ideas from a plant. 

This program was very meaningful. I was able to learn so much in just four hours. I have gained 
so much knowledge and inspirations that will help in my future journey of science. This seminar 
was amazing and was a great opportunity for all students who attended. I am so grateful for this 
opportunity and will definitely recommend this program to anyone.

Ariel Ling
Year 7

Meet the Creator – Her Sound Her Story
I really enjoyed the session "Meet the creator: Her Sound Her Story" where we heard from Director 
Claudia Sangiorgi Dalimore. It was inspiring to hear about Claudia's journey as a creative and 
about some of the projects she has done. One thing I thought was awesome is that in many of 
her projects, Claudia has used the resources available to her to produce her work. She wasn't 
concerned about things such as tripods when first getting started in film, she instead adopted 
innovative ways to achieve the visuals she wanted to create. This is a great reminder that you 
don't need equipment to get started with a creative project; you just have to go for it. I would 
recommend this program to other students.

Nia McCatty
Year 11

Hernan Alonso
High Ability 
Practice Leader

Ariel Ling
Year 7

Nia McCatty
Year 11

Return to page 1
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Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform Shop News

Chaplaincy Second-Hand Uniform shop opens 22 October and 29 October for purchases and to 
drop off of uniforms for sale

We are very happy to announce we will be open Thursday 22 October and 29 October from 3.00 
to 5.00 pm. Limited numbers of customers will be allowed in the canteen building at any one 
time. Entry will be from the North side of the canteen. Look for the signs. A map is available in the 
Chaplaincy section of the school website.

We expect some delays and ask that customers be patient as we adhere to social distancing 
rules. The shop is run solely by volunteers who are going out of their way, during these difficult 
times, to provide you with access to quality pre-loved uniform items. We intend to open more 
dates as Term 4 progresses. These new dates will be posted on Compass and on the school 
website.

In order to keep delays to a minimum we request that you adhere to the following;

•	 Wear a mask
•	 Hand sanitiser (will be available)
•	 You will need to provide your contact details at the Canteen entrance

Do not come in if sick. Think of what is in the best interests of the entire school community. 
It would also be appreciated if only one parent or guardian accompanies students visiting our 
shop.
When bringing in clothes to sell we ask that you please note the following;

1. Clothes need to be freshly laundered (in the last 2 weeks) and cleanly presented. A bit of TLC 
will mean they sell faster and for a higher price. We accept everything from small items like sports 
caps and scarves right up to blazers. You receive up to 70% of the sale price when your items 
are sold.

2. We will not accept clothes that are torn, stained or damaged. Any items unfit for sale will be 
disposed of. We reserve the right to refuse any clothes unfit to be handled.

3. A fully completed ‘Seller sheet’ must accompany items left for sale. This sheet and instructions 
are on the school website in the Chaplaincy section. 

Be careful when choosing uniforms as we cannot offer any refund or exchange on purchases. We 
accept cash, cheques or through Square we accept credit cards, EFTPOS and Apple Pay (2.0% 
surcharge on Square transactions). Contactless transactions are preferred at this time.

For more information contact Andrea on 0408 178 341 or at secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.
vic.edu.au 

Help us recycle and support Chaplaincy at Balwyn High School!

Handmade Memory Cushions are available at the Uniform Shop now. Perfect to get signed or just 
to keep as a memory of your time at Balwyn High School - Limited stock available.

Return to page 1
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Date:

Bank name: Student ID (if applicable):

BSB: Account Number:
Postal address for cheque/statement

Postcode:
Email address (that will continue to be active even after student leaves the school): Phone:

Terms and conditions Uniform item/s
The Chaplaincy Uniform Shop supports you by selling your Blazer
uniform & forwarding you 70% of the proceeds. The Chaplaincy Summer dress
Uniform Shop sells all items on commission of 30%.
If a cheque is issued a $2 administration charge applies. Winter skirt
Our preferred method of payment to you is direct debit. Grey Shorts
Payments are issued in February and July.
WE WILL NOT ACCEPT; Grey School 

   Anything with the old logo or not part of the uniform Trousers
 Items that are dirty, torn, have holes or stains White shirt with
   Blazers that have not been dry cleaned crest (short sleeve)

($15 will be charged if an item needs to be dry-cleaned, an White long-sleeved
extra 10% commission will be charged if mending is required) shirt
Uniform items may only be received at the shop during sale Green Jumper
hours and all items must be approved by a staff member of Navy VCE jumper
the shop. Pricing of the items is totally at the discretion of Green tie
the staff. Staff will price the uniform depending on the Navy VCE tie
quality so a little TLC at home may give you a better price. School bag
The shop staff will make every effort to ensure uniform PE sports shorts
items are protected from loss or damage. The shop accepts 
no liability for any theft, loss or destruction of, or damage PE sports polo
to the uniform items during the period that those items are
in its possession. PE tracksuit pants
You are welcome to reclaim your items at any time if unsold.
Items that are not sold after 2 years are donated to charity. PE spray jacket
By depositing your uniform for sale you accept the terms PE rugby top
 and conditions of sale itemised above. PE sports cap
Personal information included on this form is securely Navy scarf
stored and will only be used for correspondence regarding Other
sale or collection of second-hand goods. Personal 
information for seller payments may be verified with BHS.
Signature of seller: Any queries please contact Andrea Vorlicek on

0408 178 341 or email 
secondhanduniforms@balwynhs.vic.edu.au

CodeQty

Name as it appears on your bank account:

BHS CHAPLAINCY SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP SELLER SHEET

Size/s

__ __ __ - __ __ __ 

Office
Use Only

News

This sheet and instructions are also on the school website in the Chaplaincy section.

Return to page 1
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Folding Our Futures Student Workshop

During Term 3 lockdown, I was contacted by students from the University of Melbourne who 
were keen for our school leaders in Years 7 - 9 to get involved with a project called ‘Folding 
Our Futures’. Knowing that we have a cohort who are passionate about the environment and 
social justice issues, I jumped at the chance and ran the initial workshop with 40 of our keenest 
students. Then last week we had the follow up workshop with the university students and I asked 
some of our students to let the community know what they did in their groups. We look forward 
to doing more work with the team and implementing positive changes in our community.

Louise Noonan
Director of Student Leadership/Voice

Last week, the Middle School student leaders were offered the unique opportunity to participate 
in a workshop titled ‘Folding our Futures’ via Zoom, hosted by students from the University of 
Melbourne. When we entered the meeting, we were introduced to the workshop and its purpose. 
The students from the University of Melbourne conveyed information through a PowerPoint they 
had collated prior to the session. Folding our Futures is an organisation dedicated in making our 
planet reach its prime state for future generations to come. Some examples of disputes we need 
to overcome would be water wastage, electricity usage and world hunger. A list with icons to 
represent each issue was shown in the presentation. At the conclusion of the session, we were 
placed into groups to brainstorm ideas of our own. Overall, I took away some valuable lessons 
from an enjoyable yet educational session. 

Thavinsa Rathnayake
Year 7 SCR

On Wednesday, the Middle School leaders got the opportunity to work with Folding Our Futures, 
a student led group at Melbourne University. Folding Our Futures is about developing and 
delivering community based projects centred around the UN 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals. Together, we discussed the issues and gaps in our community, and how we can find 
solutions. We came up with some great ideas such as; smoothie day to promote good health 
and wellbeing, care packages for the homeless, support and reading groups for children with 
limited English and many more fantastic project ideas. We hope to implement some at Balwyn 
High School and the surrounding community and can’t wait to work with Folding Our Futures 
again!

Stephanie Doufas
Year 9 SRC

Louise Noonan
Director of 
Student Leadership/Voice

Thavinsa Rathnayake
Year 7
SRC

Stephanie Doufas
Year 9
SRC
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Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music &
Community Engagement 

Music

Music Captains Newsletter Highlights
This year the Music captains have provided the school community with a Music newsletter. The 
newsletter has featured a range of music students, provided music listening suggestions and tips 
for keeping motivated during the remote learning period.

Some of the listening suggestions from the Music captains are listed below:

Listening in lockdown
Over on the next page please see some of the albums and artists that we have discovered over 
the course of this quarantine or that have been staples of our listening that have kept us company 
throughout these uncertain times. Feel free to check them out and we hope that you enjoy them 
as much as we do!

Welcome Back to the start of Term 4! 
We look forward to being able to once again present to the school community an array of virtual 
performances of our ensembles. Last term we were very proud of the members of the Senior 
Strings, Intermezzo and Newitt Strings who performed the well known Latin prayer Ave Maria. 
This performance concluded the Vision and Values evening held last term. 

Ava Maria Virtual String Orchestra Performance 

http://
www.balwynhs.vic.edu.au
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Clifford Brown and Max Roach – The Max Roach Quintet (1954): 
I’ve rediscovered this album during lockdown and it’s one of my go-to jazz records at the moment. 
It features the amazing Clifford Brown on the trumpet, and of course the brilliant Max Roach on 
drums. My favourite tune from the record is Delilah, it has a gorgeous, slightly mysterious melody 
that always hooks me in every time I listen. Max Roach also takes a great drum solo, using 
soft mallets instead of sticks that give the drums a resonant and gentle tone, bringing out the 

incredibly melodic phrases. Another wonderful tune 
is Parisian Thoroughfare. I love it firstly because it’s 
at an absolute burner of a swing tempo, something 
like 360bpm, but I also love it because the head is so 
expressive and evocative of a busy street in Paris. The 
horns punctuate the high energy rhythm section with 
toots from car horns and the cymbals sound to me 
like pedestrian crossings going off. I don’t think I’ve 
ever listened to a piece of music that so effectively 
takes me to another place.  

Alfred Walker 
Year 12 

Holly Humberstone:
A new artist I’ve started listening to during lockdown is 
Holly Humberstone, a pop/indie rock musician. The 
first time I heard her music was actually on a YouTube 
ad and in the time it took for the skip ad button to come 
up, I was already hooked. I ended up listening to the 
whole three minutes of Falling Asleep at The Wheel and 
completely forgetting about the video I was about to 
watch. Something about the laid back groove, smooth 
vocals, and ambient synth lines just made me go wow this 
is really cool. I searched her up, listened to a couple more 
tracks and was thrilled to find I loved them as well. My 
favourite so far is Overkill, which combines electronic pop 
effects with more acoustic elements. It’s the kind of music 
that will make you subtly head bang without even realising, 
and I am all for it.  

Aaron See 
Year 12

We wish our music students a productive term and in particular our VCE Units 3 and 4 Music 
students who will be commencing their performance  examinations over the next few weeks.

Bernadette Clayton
Director of Music and Community Engagement

Alfred Walker
Year 12

Aaron See
Year 12
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James Shepherd
Director of Mathematics

Rikara Ahmat 
Director of Science

Simon Maher
Assistant Director of Mathematics & 
Science

Reflection:

As a young science filmmaker, I have been producing science films since 2017, and have entered 
the Sleek Geeks National Science Film Competition – a part of the renowned Australian Museum 
Eureka Prizes – three years in a row.

Early this year, in March, going unique was all I had in mind. After two weeks of fruitless thinking, 
my brain churned out an idea.

How about I make a musical science film and communicate ideas through singing? Certainly, I 
had redefined insanity with that thought! However, redefining insanity regularly is my underlying 
motto for producing films, so I suppressed the million-something hesitations I had and started 
searching for a topic. The enthusiasm I was zapped with in those days fuelled me to work with 
lightning speed and I uncovered a British paper regarding a recent advancement in physics – 
one pertaining to the precise process of how water droplets merge down to the molecular level. 
This fascinated me. It elucidated on an all-too-common phenomenon, one that almost nobody 
pondered about. Merging droplets!

With that, I spent the final week of March penning the screenplay – starting off by writing the lyrics, 
then composing two drafts of music (of which I chose the second) and envisioning how my film 
would run in an orderly fashion. A bit of a different process for someone who was new to the 
musical genre!

The shooting was different as well. April came, demanding an extensive two-week long shooting 
schedule involving several studio shots, outdoor shots and a multitude of close-ups of merging 
droplets. 2D animations involving simulations of as many as forty molecules at a time were made. 
The process rolled past smoothly like a fully fuelled vehicle – which crashed quite soon! With the 
photography concluded and the film fully edited and animated, the most daunting stage of this 
film’s journey now sneered in my face. Singing. I had to sing. Record myself. Creating melodies 
from my vocal cords. There were exactly twenty lines I had to cheerfully carol, as penned in the 
script – each of which took around fifteen retakes to finalise, given my hyper-perfectionist attitude. 
Multiply fifteen with twenty, and that comes out to be around 300 takes in total. Yes, you read that 
right.

Every retake, edit and rewrite paid off after two months, when I slammed export and submitted 
‘The Secret Life of Droplets’ – my most unique science film to date.

Himalaya Joshi, 2020 Australian Museum Eureka Prizes – Sleek Geeks Reflection:
‘The Secret Life of Droplets’ – A Filmmaking Odyssey 

The Australian Museum Eureka Prizes are the country’s most comprehensive national science 
awards, honouring excellence across the areas of research & innovation, leadership, science 
engagement, and school science.

This year, Himalaya Joshi (Year 9) has been listed as a finalist and recognised in the top three 
entries in Australia for his short film ‘The Secret Life of Droplets’. Members of the school community 
are invited to watch the film through a link on Compass Newsfeed. Interested members of the 
community are also invited to attend the virtual awards ceremony on Tuesday 24 November. The 
link to register to attend the ceremony is also available on Compass Newsfeed.

Himalaya has shared with the school community a reflection of his filmmaking journey below. 

http://
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Who would have foretold that it would soon come amongst the top three in the nation? Well, what 
with my singing and all… nobody, even me. Not even in my dreams. 

Dreams come true, nevertheless, whether intended or unintended. A podium is meant to be 
shared, and I share this one not only with my fellow finalists, but also with my family, teachers 
and friends. I wholeheartedly thank the Balwyn High School community for always motivating me, 
congratulate my fellow finalists on this brilliant achievement and continue aspiring ahead.

Himalaya Joshi
Year 9

Climate Action Project
With everyone cooped up at home over the past few months, it has been a fantastic opportunity 
to acknowledge and take responsibility for our Carbon Footprint, especially around our homes. 
Considering Australian homes are responsible for over 20% of our national carbon emissions, 
making minor yet impactful reductions in our footprint are undoubtedly important.

Hence, the Balwyn High School Environment Committee members have compiled our chosen 
pledges into a short video (https://clickv.ie/w/8Kro) to inspire ourselves and others to make small 
but positive differences. 

We encourage everyone to make one as well by clicking the link below!

https://fightforplaneta.abc.net.au/carboncounter/

There's a substantial range of pledges to choose from, so I assure you: they're very achievable! 
You might like to write it down or chat with friends and family about it. 

Additionally, we have an exciting new endeavour in the works: The Climate Action Project. Over a 
span of six weeks, 15 Balwyn High School climate ambassadors will join over 273,000 students 
across 128 countries to try and solve climate change. Each week will involve a specific aim, such 
as 'Week 1: Exploring causes' where we research the causes of climate change and 'Week 3: 
Local to Global' where we connect with other ambassadors across continents. At the end of this 
project, we hope to create a plausible solution that we can carry out locally. 

Caitlin Au & Anton Zangl
Environment Committee

Himalaya Joshi
Year 9

Caitlin Au
Year 12

Anton Zangl
Year 12
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Geology Garden

Balwyn High School’s new Geology Garden will be the focus of Year 8 Science students on 
their return to school on 26 October. The garden comprises ten polished samples, representing 
rocks commonly found in Victoria. Students will describe and classify these rocks as part of their 
Geology Unit of work. Balwyn High School is grateful to the Geological Survey of Victoria for their 
support in assembling this collection.

Choose VCE Mathematics
“Australia’s ongoing economic success depends on its continued ability to harness technological 
advances and respond to the changing nature of work by arming workers with skills relevant for 
the future. Occupations requiring science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) skills 
grew by 16.5% between November 2013 and November 2018, which is 1.6 times higher than 
the growth rate in non-STEM jobs. This trend is set to continue over the coming years, and it is 
therefore critical that students are equipped with adequate skillsets to cope with a changing world.

“The Australian Government has recognised this trend and is seeking to encourage students to 
choose STEM courses through its Job Ready Graduates Package, announced in June 2020.

“Completing fundamental subjects in secondary school, such as mathematics and science, 
combined with a strong foundation in English, is essential to equip young Australians with the skills 
and flexibility to navigate life post-school, regardless of whether they continue to tertiary studies or 
directly enter the workforce.” (Mapping University Prerequisite in Australia, 2020).

Choose the right VCE Mathematics

Balwyn High School offers three VCE maths subjects:

•	 General/Further Mathematics—designed to be widely accessible and comprising a 
combination of non-calculus based content

•	 Mathematical Methods—extending content to include calculus. 
•	 Specialist Mathematics—extending Mathematical Methods to include advanced concepts. 

When deciding on subjects, think about what you like, what you are good at and which fields of 
study and types of work you are interested in pursuing.
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Study scores and scaling
Admission into tertiary courses takes into account Australian Tertiary Admission Ranks (ATARs), 
based on scaled study scores. Median study scores of students at Balwyn High School are 
consistently strong, albeit slightly higher for Further than for Methods and Specialist which 
reflects the relative challenge in each subject.

Scaling is a process carried out to ensure that students are not advantaged or disadvantaged 
by their choice of study. The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) adjust study scores to 
reflect the strength of competition in each subject. Scaled study scores are then used to calculate 
ATARs. Table 1 shows that in 2019, Further was scaled down and Methods and Specialist were 
scaled up.

Table 1 VTAC 2019 Scaling Report

University Prerequisites

If you are interested in tertiary study, course prerequisites are an important consideration when 
choosing subjects. Details for individual courses are available on the Course Seeker website. The 
recent Mapping University Prerequisites in Australia publication analysed university mathematics 
prerequisites for Australian undergraduate courses in selected disciplines. It concluded that 
whilst few have prerequisite requirements (Figure 1), these tend to represent the minimum prior 
knowledge required for courses.

Figure 1 Percentages of undergraduate courses with mathematics prerequisites, by level (Higher–
Specialist, Intermediate–Methods, Elementary–Further).
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Thinking creatively

In a bicycle race, the man who came two places in front of the last man finished one ahead of the 
man who came fifth. How many contestants were there?

Edition 14 Solution

123456789 is 4 (the number of closed circles in the digits)

Simon Maher
Assistant Director

Mathematics & Science
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